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204 The INTRODUCTION. | 
4 6 4 T is not without reaſon that * Hiſtory has always 
5 || been conſidered as the light of ages, the depoſi- 

2 ? 1 tory of events, the faithful evidence of truth, 


306 rule of conduct and manners. Confined without it to 
the bounds of the age and 3 wherein we live, 
hy. and ſhut up within the narrow circle of ſuch branches 
of knowledge as are peculiar to us, and the limits of 


bid. 5 — . . . . . 
bid. our own private reflections, ® we continue in a kind of 


* infancy, which leaves us ſtrangers to the reſt of the 
310 world, and profoundly ignorant of all that has pre- 


oO ceded, or even now ſurrounds us. © What is the 


he? 
7 


18 mall number of years, that make up the longeſt life, 
373, or what the extent of country which we are able to 
poſſeſs or travel over, but an imperceptible point in 


ompariſon of the vaſt regions of the univerſe, and 
4 2 Hiftoria'teftis temporum, lux Senec, de conf, ad Marciam, cap, 
veritatis, vita memoriæ, magiſtra 20 


vitæ, nuncia vetuſtatis. Cic. lib. Nullum ſeculum magnis inge- 
2, de Orat, n. 36. niis cluſum eſt, nullum non cogi- 
d Neſcire quid antea quam na- tationi pervium, Id. 

vs ſis acciderit, id eſt ſemper eſſe Si magnitudine animi egredi 
pueram, Cic. in Orat, n. 120. humane imbecillitatis anguſtias 


c Terram hanc cum populis ur- libet, multum per quod ſpatiemur 
Ppibuſque ... puncti loco ponimus, temporis ef, ,,, Licet in conſor- 
KI univerſa referentes : minorem tium omnis vi pariter incedere. 
dort ionem ætas noſtra quam puncti Id, de brev. vita, c. 14. 
abet, fi tempori comparetur omni. 


Vol. III. B the 


the ſource of prudence and good counſel, and the 


| 
| 
| 
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* . Of the Uſfulnſs of Hiftory, 


the long ſeries of ages, which have ſucceeded one ano- ſo! 
ther ſince the creation-of the world? And yet all we WM + 
are capable of knowing muſt be limited to this im- 
perceptible point, anten s we call in the ſtudy of hiſtory Wa! 
to our aſhſtance, which opens to us every age and} 
every country, keeps up a correſpondence betwixt us i 
and the great men of antiquity, ſets all their 2 In: 
all their atchievements, virtues, and faults before our 
eyes; and by the prudent reflections it either preſen ts, 
or gives us an opportunity of making, ſoon teaches i 
us to be wiſe before our time, and in a manner fat 
ſuperior to all the leſſons of the greateſt maſters. 1 p 

Hiſtory may properly be called the common ſchool 
of mankind, equally open and uſeful both to great and 
ſmall, to princes and ſubjects, and ſtill more — 
to princes and great men, than to all others. For rh 
how can awful truth approach them amidſt the crowd 
of flatterers, which ſurround them on all ſides, and 
are continually commending and admiring them, or 
in other words corrupting and poiſoning their hearts N 
and underſtandings; ; how, I ſay, can truth make her 
feeble voice be heard amidſt ſuch tumult and confu- W 
ſhon ? How venture to lay before them the duties and de 
ſlaveries of royalty? How ſhew them wherein their le. 
true glory conſiſts, and repreſent to them, that if they y P2 
will look back to the original of their inſtitution, they 


may clearly find à they were made for the people, anl. © 
not the people for them? How put them in mind of? | nc 
their faults, make them apprehend the juſt judgment! m 
of poſterity, and diſperſe the thick clouds, which the we 
vain phantom of their greatneſs, and the inebriation | th 
of their fortune, have formed around them? ho 
Theſe ſervices, which are ſo neceſſary and impor-Þ « 
tant, can be rendered them only by the affiſtance of hiſ- 
tory, which alone has the power of ſpeaking freely to zv. 
them, and the right of paſſing an abſolute judgmenc up- 0 
een 

4 Afiduis bonitatis argumentis eſſe, ſed ſe reipublieæ. Senec. de P*! 


probavit, noa rempublicam ſuam Clem. lib, 2. cap. 19, | quiz 
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Of the Uſefulneſs of Hiſtory. 3 
n the actions of princes, no leſs than fame, which 
e Seneca calls liberrimam principum judicem. Their abi- 


Slities may be extolled, their wit and valdur admired, 


and their exploits and conqueſts boaſted ; but if all 
theſe have no foundation in truth and juſtice, hiſtory 
will tacitly paſs ſentence upon them under borrowed 
names. The greateſt part of the moſt famous con- 
querors they will find treated as publick calamities, 
the enemies of mankind, and * the robbers of nations, 
who hurried on by a reſtleſs and blind ambition car 


deſolation from country to country, and like an inun- 


dation, or a fire, ravage all that they meet in their way. 
They will ſee a Caligula, a Nero, and a Domitian, 
who were praiſed to exceſs during their lives, become 
the horror and execration of mankind, after their 
deaths; whereas Titus, Trajan, Antoninus, and Mar- 
cus Aurelius, are ſtill looked upon as the delights of 
the world, for having made uſe of their power only 
bo do good. Thus we may ſay, that hiſtory is to 
them a tribunal raiſed in their life-time, like that 
which was formerly erected amongſt the Egyptians, 
where princes, like private men, were tried and con- 


| demned after their death, and that hence they may 


learn beforehand the ſentence, which will for ever be. 
paſſed upon their reputation. Tis hiſtory, in fine, 
which fixes the ſeal of immortality upon actions 


truly great, and ſets a mark of infamy on vices, which 


no after-age can ever obliterate, *T'is by hiſtory that 
miſtaken merit, and oppreſſed virtue, appeal to the 
uncorruptibletribunal of poſterity, which renders them 
the juſtice their own age has ſometimes refuſed them, 
and without reſpect of perſons and the fear of a power, 


e Sen, de Conſol, ad Marciam, 
cap. 4. 
_ fPrado gentium levavit ſe, Jer. 
iv. 7. 

$ Philippi aut Alexandri latro- 
cinia ceterorumque, qui exitio 
gentium clari, non minores fuere 


peſtes mortalium, quam inundatio, 
| qua planum omne perfuſum eſt, 


B 2 


quam conflagratio, qua magnT pars 
animantium exaruit. Senec. lib, 
3. Nat. Queſt, in Prefat, 

h Præcipuum munus annalivm 
reor, ne viitutes fleantyr, utque 
pravis dictis faQiſque ex poſteritate 
& infamia metus fit, Tecit, An- 
nal, lib, 3. cap. 65, 


which 
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= 
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| 
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which ſubſiſts no more, condemns the unjuſt abuſe 


of authority with inexorable rigour. Ir! 

There is go age or condition, which may not de-WMeer 
rive the iame advantages from hiſtory ; and what Ipo 
have ſaid of princes and conquerors, comprehends alſo Wal 
in ſome meaſure all perſons in power, miniſters of Minſ 


ſtate, generals of atmies, officers, magiſtrates, gover- the 
nors of provinces, prelates, eccleſiaſtical ſuperiors both Wan 
ſecular and regular, fathers and mothers, maſters and 
miſtreſſes; in a word, whoever have authority over up 
others. For ſuch perſons have ſometimes more haugh- dre 
tineſs, pride and humour in a very limited ſtation the 
than Kings in theirs, and carry their deſpotick diſpo- to. 
ſition and arbitrary power to a greater length. Hiſtory Mag 
therefore is of great advantage, to lay down uſeful Mie: 
leſſons to them all, and preſent them with a faithful to- 
mirror of their duties and obligations by an unſuſ- Mev 
pected hand, and thereby make them ſenſible, that fo 
7 are all conſtituted for the ſake of their inferiors, da 
and not their inferiors for them. tir 
Thus hiſtory, when it is well taught, becomes a Mre 
ſchool of morality for all mankind. It condemns i th 
vice, throws off the maſk from falſe virtues, lays open ar 
popular errors and prejudices, diſpels the deluſive 
charms of riches, and all the vain pomp, which daz- th 
zles the imagination, and ſhews by a thouſand exam- 
ples, that are more availing than all reaſonings what- en 
ſoever, that nothing is great and commendable but ho- el 
nour and probity. From the eſteem and admiration, i fa 
which the moſt corrupt cannot refuſe to the great and fr 
good actions, that hiſtory lays before them, it con- m 
firms the great truth, that virtue is man's real good, Þ th 
and alone renders him truly great and valuable*, "This Þ 


i Si quemadmodum viſus oculo- 


cernemus, ine uam, pulchritudinem 


illam, quamvis ſordido obtectam. 1c 


verberet, Senec. Ep. 115. 
| | virtue 


* 


—— 


rum quibuſdam medicamentis acui Rurſus zque malitiam & ætum- p4 
ſolet & repurgari, fic & nos aciem noſi animi veternum perſpiciemus, Þ pt 
animi liberare impedimentis yolu- quamvis multus circa divitiarum By 
erimus, poterimus perſpicere vir- radiantium ſplendor impediat, & 
tutem, etiam obrut:m corpore, e- intuentem hinc honorum illine 

tiam paupertate oppoſita, & hu- - magnarum poteſtatum, falſa lux di 
militate, & infamia objacentibus: a 
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irtue we are taught by hiſtory to revere, and to diſ- 
ern its beauty and brightneſs through the veils of 
poverty, adverſity, and obſcurity; and ſometimes 
alſo Halſo of diſgrace and infamy; as on the other hand it 
s of Minſpires us with the contempt and horror of vice, 
ver- though clothed in purple, ſurrounded with ſplendor, 
oth Wand placed on a throne, 

and But to confine myſelf to my own ſcheme, I look 
wer upon hiſtory as the firſt maſter to be given to chil- 
gh- dren, equally ſerviceable to entertain and inſtruct 
tion them, to form their hearts and underſtandings, and 
po- 1 to enrich their memories with abundance of facts as 
tory MY agreeable as uſeful *, It may likewiſe be of great 
eful WM ſervice, by means of the pleafure inſeparable from it, 
ful M towards exciting the curioſity of that age, which is 
ſuſ- ever deſirous of being informed, and inſpiring a taſte 
that for ſtudy. Thus in point of education, it is a fun- 
ors,  damental principle, and conſtantly obſerved in all 
times, that the ſtudy of hiſtory ſhould precede all the 


buſe 


de- 
at [| 


es a reſt, and prepare the way for them. Plutarch tells us, 
nns that Cato the elder, the famous cenſor, whoſe name 
pen and virtue brought ſo much honour to the Roman 
ſivecommonwealth, took upon himſelf a peculiar care in 


az- the education of his ſon, without truſting to the care 
am- 3 of maſters, and drew up a collection of hiſtorical facts 
1at- expreſly for his uſe, and wrote them over in large 
ho- 4 characters with his own hands, that the child, he 
on, ſaid, might be able from his infancy, without going 
and from home, to become acquainted with the great 
on- men of his own country, and form himſelf upon 
od, 7 thoſe antient models of probity and virtue. | 
his It is by no means neceſſary that I ſhould dwell any 
tam, longer upon proving the uſefulneſs of hiſtory; *tis a 


um- point generally enough agreed on, and which few 


"> people call in queſtion. *Tis of moſt concern to know 

t, & 

Hine k Fatendum in ipſis rebus, quæ cognoſcendumgue moveamur, Cie. 

lux diſcuntur & cognoſcuntur invita- lib. 5. de fin. bon, & mal. n. 52. 
menta inefſe, quibus ad diſcendum 

tue 
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6 op the Uſefulneſs of Hiſtny. 
what is neceſſary to be obſerved in order to render 
the ſtudy of it uſeful, and rea ing the benefits to be 
expected from it. And this I ſhall now attempt to 
lay down. | * 
That I may throw what I have to ſay upon hiſtory 4 
into ſome order, I ſhall divide this diſcourſe into m 
three parts. The firſt ſhall treat of the taſte of ſo- 5 
lid glory and real greatneſs, and ſerve to caution 
youth againſt the falſe ideas which the ſtudy of hiſ- N. 
tory itſelf may raiſe in them upon this ſubject. The 
fecond ſhall be upon ſacred hiſtory. The third upon 
profane. And in the laſt I ſhall ſay ſomething of fa- 7 
ble, of the ſtudy of the Greek and Roman antiqui- 
ties, the authors from whence we are to borrow our © 
knowledge of hiſtory, and the order wherein they 
are to be read, =. 
I make no mention here of the hiſtory of France, as 
it is but natural that ancient hiſtory thould precede 
the modern; and I ſcarce think it poſſible for boys to 
Find time whilſt they are at ſchool, to apply themſelves 
to that of France. But I am far from looking upon it as 
an indifferent ſtudy, and am concerned to ſee itſo much 
neglected as it is by abundance of perſons, to whom it 
might notwithſtanding be very uſeful, not to ſay ne- 
ceſſary. In talking thus, I firſt of all blame myſelf; * 
for I own I have not applied myſelf to it in the man- 
ner it deſerves, and I am aſhamed to be in ſome mea- 
ſure a ſtranger in my own country, after having tra- 
yelled through ſo many others. And yet our hiſtory 
ſupplies us with great examples of virtue, and abun- 
dance of beautiful actions, which remain for the moſt © 
part buried in obſcurity, either through the badneſs | 
of our hiſtorians}, who have wanted the talents for 
treating them according to their dignity, like the 
Greeks and Romans, or in conſequence of a bad taſte, 
which inclines to admire highly what paſſes at a diſ- 
tance from our own age and country, whilſt we re- 


' 1Quiaprovenere ibi magnaſcrip- bem (veterum) faQta pro maximis 
torum ingenia, per terrarum or. celebrantur, Salluſt, in bel. Catil. 
maln 
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nin cold and indifferent to ſuch actions as paſs be- 
fore our eyes and in the age we live. But though we 
Whave not time to teach youth the hiſtory of France, 
vue ought at leaſt to cultivate a taſte in them for it, by 
Z quoting ſuch paſſages out of it trom time to time, as 
in may induce them to a farther application to it, when 
ſo. they ſhall have leiſure. 


biſ. NN NN . W.. . t. K.. t. f. . NN 
K T 
Of the Taſte of ſolid Glory and real Greatneſs. 


ILL the world agrees that one of the firſt cares 
= in training up youth to the ſtudy of polite 
learning, is previouſly to Jay down ſuch rules and 
= principles of good taite, as may ſerve to guide and 
direct them in the reading of authors. Tis the 
more neceſſary to give them this aſſiſtance in the caſe 
of hiſtory; which may be regarded as the ſtudy of 
morality and virtue; as it is of far more importance 
to paſs a right judgment upon virtue than eloquence, 
2 and leſs ſhameful and dangerous to be miſtaken in 
the rules of diſcourſe, than in thoſe of morality. 
Our age, and our nation in particular, ſtand in need 
of being undeceived concerning agreat number of miſ- 
takes and falſe prejudices, which daily prevail more 
and more, upon the points of poverty and riches; mo- 


fi z deſty and preſumption ; fimplicity of buildings and 
oft furniture; coſtlineſs and magnificence; frugality and 
eſs | delicacy in diet; in a word, upon almoſt every thing 


or that is the object either of the contempt or admiration 
he © of mankind, In matters of this nature the * publick 


te, | 

75 2 Recti apud nos locum tenet componimur; optima rati ea, qua 
| error, ubi publicus factus eſt, Sen, magno aſſenſu recepia ſunt 
e- 2 Ep 123. nec ad rationem, fed ad ſimilitudi - 
Ts Nulla res nos majoribus malis nem vivimus, Id, lib, de vit. 
il. implicat, quam quod ad rumorem beat, cap. 1, 
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taſte becomes a rule to youth, They look upon that 
as valuable, which they ſee every body ſet a value 
upon; and are guided, not by reaſon, but cuſtom *, 
One ſingle bad example ſhall ſuffice to corrupt the 
minds of youth, which are ſuſceptible of every impre(- 
fion : What then have we not to apprehend for them, 


at a time when every kind of vice is the common prac. 
tice, and © the groſſeſt paſſions perpetually buſy in 


nne ſentiments of honour and probity ? 
How nece 


ary then is this ſcience to them , whoſe E | 


principal effect is to remove the falſe prejudices, which 
ſeduce, becauſe they pleaſe us; whoſe office is to cure, 
and deliver us from the popular errors we have ſucked RF 

in with our milk; to teach us how to diſcern betwixt 
true and falſe, good and evil, ſolid greatneſs and vain 
oſtentation e, and to prevent the contagion of bad ex- 10 
amples and vicious cuſtoms from infecting the minds 
of youth, and ſtifling in them the happy ſeeds of vir- 


tue and probity, which we obſerve nature to have im- 


planted theref? Tis in this ſcience, which conſiſts in cl 
judging of things, not by common opinion, but by 
truth, not by a ſpecious outſide, but by real merit, 


that Socrates has placed all the wiſdom of man. 
I have therefore thought it my duty to begin this 
treatiſe of hiſtory with laying down principles and rules 


d Unum exemplum, aut luxuriæ, 
aut avaritiæ, multum mali facit 
» + . quid tu accidere his moribus 
eredis, in quos publice factus eſt 
impetus p... adeo nemo noſtrum 
ſerre impetum vitiorum tam mag- 
no comitatu venientium poteſt. 
Sen. Ep. 7. 

Deſinit eſſe remedio locus, ubi 
quæ fuerant vitia, mores ſunt. Ep. 


c Certatur ingenti quodam ne- 
quitiz certamine: major quotidie 
peccandi cupiditas, minor verecun- 
diz eſt, Id, lib. 2. de Ira, c. 8. 

4 Sapientia animi magiſtra eſt 
.. . Quz fint mala, quz videantur 
oſtendit. Vanitatem exuit menti- 


bus, dat magnitudinem folidam 3 7 
nec ignorari ſinit, inter magna quid 
interſit & tumida, Ep. 90. 1 
Inducenda eſt in occupatum lo- rc 
cum virtus, quæ mendacia contra th 
verum placentia exſtirpet; que 
nos à populo, cui nimis credimus, 


ſeparet, ac ſinceris opinionibus ta 
reddat. Ep. 94. | ac 
e Tanta eſt corruptela malæ 
conſuetudinis, ut ab ea tanquam MR? el 
igniculi extinguantur à natura da- . 
ti, exorianturque & confirmentur tl 


vitia contraria, Cie, lib. x, de leg. 
n. 33. ; 
f Socrates hanc ſummam dixit 
eſſe ſapientiam, bona malaque diſ- 
tinguere, Sen, Ep, 71, 


how 


and real Greatneſs, 


5 


hat Pow to paſs a ſound judgment upon great and good 
11s tions, to diſcern wherein ſolid glory and real great- 
1 > Wes conſiſt, and to diſtinguiſh expreſly what is wor- 
the thy of eſteem and admiration from what merits only 
cf. ndifference or contempt. Without theſe rules and 


m. precautions, young perſons, who have no other guides 
than their own inclinations or the popular opinions, 
may form themſelves upon models entirely agreeable 
to theſe ſalſe ideas, and give into the paſſions and 
of vices of thoſe whoſe actions make a figure in hiſtory 
ich indeed, but are not always virtuous or eſtimable. 

re, Properly ſpeaking, the Goſpel only and the word 
cd of God can preſcribe ſure and infallible rules to direct 
ixt us in judging rightly of all things; and it ſeems my 
duty to borrow ſolely from ſo rich a ſource the inſtruc- 


8 
Ko 


"*Y 
+= 


8 tions I undertake to give youth on ſo important a ſub- 
ids ject. But to make them the better comprehend, how 
ir. blameable the errors are which I oppoſe, and how 
m. contrary even to right reaſon, I ſhall extract my prin- 
in eiples only from heathen writers, who will teach us 
by that what renders a man truly great and worthy of 


admiration, is neither riches, magnificent buildings, 
coſtly habits or ſumptuous furniture, neither a luxuri- 
gous table, great employments or high birth, neither 
reputation, famous exploits, ſuch as victories and con- 
queſts, nor even the moſt valuable endowments of the 
vid | minds; but that a man owes his real worth to the heart, 
and that the more truly great and generous he is in that 
2 reſpect,” the more he will deſpiſe what ſeems great in 
the eyes of the reſt of mankind. At firſt my exam- 
£7 ples were taken only from ancient hiſtory ; but cer- 
22 tain perſons of ability and underſtanding have ſince 
; adviſed me to add others from modern hiſtory, and 
z eſpecially that of France, and have been pleaſed to 
# ſupply me with ſeveral themſelves, for which I take 
this opportunity of making my acknowledgments. 


s Cogita in te, præter animum, lum, cui omne bonum in animo eſt 
© nihil efſe mirabile, cui magnonihil . . . ilum &tectum, & excelſum, 
magnum eſt, Sen, Ep. 8, | & mirabilia calcantem, Id. Ep 45. 
Hoc nos doce, beatum eſſe il- 
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we may riſe to a purer and more perfe& virtue, and 


by becoming attentive and ' obedient to reaſon, be 


prepared to fubmit to religion and faith, which com- 


mand the ſame duties, but upon higher motives and 4 


with the promiſe of far more glorious rewards. 


Laſtly, I defire the reader would remember, that I 
this work is not deſigned for the learned, who are 


already well vers'd in hiſtory, and may think the 
great number of facts I have quoted tedious, as con- 
taining nothing new to them ®; but that my defign 
is principally to inſtruct young ſtudents, whi may 
often hive ie 


of examples, and to add more reflections than other- 
-wiſe I ſhould have done. | 


J. 
Riches. Poverty. | 


As riches purchaſe whatever is moſt eſteemed and 


fought after in life, as honours, employments, lands, 
houſes, ornaments, luxurious boards, and all the train 


not follow that my deſign has been only to recommend tb! 
virtues purely pagan. One may conſider things in an 
human way, without conſidering the laſt end and prime 


inducements for putſuing them. And thus by degrees 


carce any other notion of hiſtory, than 
what they find in this; which has obliged me to be 
fomewhat more prolix, to produce a greater number 


But though I have taken all my principles, and moſt f 


of my examples, from heathen writers, and have avoid- he 


ed uſing thoſe of the many illuſtrious ſaints, Chriſtia- tha 


nity might ſupply for all ſtates and conditions, it does 
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k Nos inſtitutionem profeſſi, non 
folum ſcientibus iſta, ſed etiam 
difcentibus tradimus t ideoque pau- 
lo pluribus verbis debet haberi ve- 
nia, Quintil. lib. 11. cap. 1, 

1 Hzc ipſa res tot magiſtratus, 
tot judices detinet, quæ magiſtra- 
tus & judices facit, p&unia : que 
ex quo in honore eſſe cœpit, verus 
xerum honor cecidit.. .. . Ad- 


mĩrationem nobis parentes auri 
argentique fecerunt: & teneris in- 
fuſa cupiditas altius ſedit, crevit- 
que nobiſcum. Deinde totus po- 
pulus, in alia diſcors, in hoc con- 
venit: hoe ſuſpictunt, hoc ſuis op- 
tant... Denique eo mores redacti 
ſunt, ut paupertas maledicto pro- 
broque fit, contempta divitibus, 
inviſa pauperibus, Sencc, Ep. 115 
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noſt f vulgar pleaſures; it is by no means ſurpriſing that 
vid. Wheſe ſhould. be more eſteemed and ſought after 
tia. than all the reſt. This notion, too natural to children 
Joes Wn itſelf, is cheriſhed and ſupported in them by every 
eng thing they ſee and hear. All tends to reſound thepraiſes 
1 an of riches. Gold and filver are the only or the princt- 
ime pal object of the admiration of mankind, of their de- 
recs ſires, and labours. They are regarded as alone capa- 
and ble of making life eaſy and happy, and poverty on 
be the other hand as the cauſe of ſhame and misfortune. 
m. And yet antiquity (to our great ſurpriſe) gives us 
and an inſtance of a whole nation exclaiming againſt ſuch 
7 ſentiments. Euripides had put an high encomium of 

hat riches into the mouth of Bellerophon, which he con- 
are cluded with theſe words, Riches are the ſovereign hap- 
= pineſs of mankind, and tis with reaſon they excite the 


= admiration of gods and men. "Theſe laſt lines provoked 


be © ſought them to ſtay till the play was done, and my 

2 ſhould ſee this idolater of riches come toamiſerable end. 
A bad, a wretched excuſe ! The impreſſion, which 
ſuch maxims make upon the imagination, is too ſtrong 
and lively to wait for the flow remedies, which an au- 
2 thor may bring at the concluſion of his performance. 
Ihe people of Rome were no leſs noble in their ſen- 
timents. Their ambition was to gain a great deal of 
glory and little wealth. Every one ſought}, ſays an 
29 hiſtorian, not to enrich themſelves, but their country; 
and they rather choſe to be poor in a rich common- 
. wealth, than to be rich themſelyes, whilſt the com- 
monwealth was poor. * The Camilli, the Fabricii, 
and the Curii, were formed, we know, in the ſchool 
and boſom of pover:y, and*twas uſual with their great- 
eſt men not to leave wherewithal to defray the ex- 


k Senec. Epift, 115. pere imperio verſari malebat. Val. 
Patriæ rem unuſquiſque, non Max. lib, J. cap. 4. 
ſuam, augere properabat, pauper- m Horat, Od. xii, lib, 1. 


gue in divite, quam dives in pau- | 
PEnces 
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pences of their funerals, or to portion out their 
daughters. 4 
Such alſo was the diſpoſition of our ancient ma- 
giſtrates, and we read with. pleaſure in the hiſtory of 
the premier preſidents of the univerſity of Paris, that 
the famous John de la Vacquerie died richer in ho- 
4 nours and reputation, than in the goods of fortune. 
« For having left behind him three daughters, the 
. £© heireſles only of his virtues, his maſter King Lewis 
% the XIth, in acknowledgment of his ſervices, took. : 
* care to marry them according to their condition, 
„ and paid their fortunes out of his own treaſury.” 
An expreſſion of the emperor Valerian's ſhews us 
*. how much poverty was eſteemed even in the lower 
A age of the empire. He had nominated Aurelian, who. th. 
was afterwards Emperor, to the conſulſhip; and as ge 
he was poor, he ordered the keeper of his treaſury to be 
ſupply him with all the money he ſhould want for > pr 
the expences he was to be at upon his entrance into | di 
that office, and wrote to him in theſe terms a, ( You © 
„ ſhall give Aurelian, whom TI have nominated con- n. 
„ ſul, whatever ſhall be neceflary to defray the 
„ charges of the cuſtomary ſhews. He deſerves this P 


<« afiſtance by reaſon of his poverty, which renders him ſe 
« truly great, and ranks him above all others.” | 0 

Thus we ſee the ſentiments of the truly generous | n 
and noble, in all ages and nations. "Thoſe great men t 
were of opinion, that nothing was a ſurer mark of | t 


little abject ſpirit than the love of riches, and nothing | * 
on the other hand more great and generous than to de- N 
ſpiſe them; and thought it the higheſt pitch of virtue | * © 
to bear up nobly under poverty, and to look upon it as | \ 
an advantage, rather than a raisfortune. According c 
to them, the ſecond degree of virtue conſiſted in mak- 


n Aureliano, cui conſulatum de- 


tamque parvi, quam amare diviti- Ee 
tulimus, ob paupertatem, qua ille as: nihil honeftius magnificentiuſ- 1 


magnus eſt, ceteris major, dabis que quam pecuniam contemnere, ſi 
ob editionem Circenſium, &c. Vo- non habeas; fi habeas, ad benefi- 
piſc. in vita Imper. Aurel, centiam liberalitatemque conver» 


o Nihil eft tem 2pgufii aniai tete. Cic, lib, x, Othc, n. 62. 


ing. 
© 


- 


and reat Greatneſs. 13 


I ig a good uſe of riches, when they poſſeſſed them; 
Ind they judged it molt agreeable to the end for 


hich they were deſigned, and moſt likely to draw 
pon the rich the eſteem and love of mankind, to 
ake them ſubſervient to the good of the ſociety. 
n a word, d they counted nothing really their own, 


Þut what they had given away. 


Cimon the Athenian general, thought his poſſeſ- 


ions were given him by fortune for no other end than 
io be diſtributed amongſt his fellow citizens, to clothe 
ſome, and relieve the wants of others. 
lopemen gained from the enemy, he beſtowed in 
Z ſupplying ſuch of the citizens with arms and horſes, 
as ſtood in need of them, and in ranſoming ſuch of 
them as had been made priſoners of war, 
general of the Achæans, made himſelf univerſally 
beloved, and ſaved his country, by applying the 
| preſents he received from the Kings in appeaſing the 
, 2 diviſions, which prevailed among his countrymen, 


W hat Phi- 


Aratus, 


in paying the debts of ſome, aſſiſting others in their 


> neceſſities, and redeeming captives. 


To give but one ſingle inſtance among the Romans, 


© Pliny the younger diſburſes conſiderable ſums for the 
| ſervice of his friends. 9 He forgives one perſon all he 
: owes him. 
had contracted for juſt reaſons. 5 He increaſes the por- 


He pays the debts of another, which he 


tion of another's daughter, that ſhe may keep up to 


the dignity of the perſon ſhe was about to marry. 
' tHe ſupplies another with ſums to make him a Ro- 
man knight. Togratify another, he ſells him a piecs 
of land below its value. 


He gives another where- 
withal to return into his own country, and end his 
days there in quiet. * He makes himſelf eaſy in the 


P N:hil magis poſſidere me ere- 
dam, quam bene donata, Senec, 
ve vita beat, Cap. 20, 


s Lib. 6. Ep. 32. 
t Lib. 1. Ep. 19. 
u Lib. 7. Ep. 11. & 14. 


Huc habeo, quodcumque dedi, »The poet Martial. Lib. 3. 
L . 6. de benef, cap. 3. Ep. 21. 

a db. 2. Ep. 4. * Lib. 4. Ep. 10. Lib. 8. Ep. 2. 

ib. 3. Ep. 11. Lib. 5. Ep. 7. bY 
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differences of his family, and voluntarily gives up his Mece 
own right. Y He beſtows upon his nurſe a piece of Wim 
ground, big enough for her ſubſiſtence. = He pre- 
ſents his country with a library, and a revenue ſuf. 
ficient to maintain it. He ſettles ſalaries upon pro- 
feſſors for the inſtruction of youth. * He erects a 
ſchool for the education of orphans and poor chil- 
dren, of which there are ſome- footſteps remaining 
to this day. And all this he does with a moderate 
fortune. But his frugality, as he declares himſelf, 
was a rich fund, which ſupplied whatever was want- 
ing to his revenue, and enabled him to beſtow with 
ſuch liberality, as is aſtoniſhing in a private man. 
© Duod ceſſat ex reditu, frugalitate ſuppletur ; ex qua, an 
velut ex fonte, liberalitas noſtra decurrit. no 
Let any one aſk the boys what they think of ſuch 
an example, after having compared this noble and "Jad 
amiable uſe of riches with the behaviour of ſuch un- ra 
natural perſons, who live as if they were- born only | hi 
for themſelves, who ſet no other value on riches than qu 
as the means to indulge their paſſions, to ſupport ' Inc 
their luxury, and gratify their love of pleaſures, a | fr. 
vain oſtentation, or a reſtleſs curioſity; who are ſer- } 1 
viceable neither to their relations, their friends, nor w 
their moſt ancient and faithful domeſticks; and who m 
think themſelves under no obligation by the ties of 
blood, friendſhip, gratitude, merit, or humanity, | o 
nor even to their country. | tl 
d When M. de Turenne undertook the command | "re 
of the army in Germany, he found the troops in ſo 
bad a condition, that he fold his own plate to clothe | 
the ſoldiers, and mount the horſe, which he did more 
than once. Though his eſtate amounted to no more 
than forty © thouſand livres a year, he hever would 


y Lib. 6. Ep. z. 4 Hommes Illuſtres de M. Per- | 

2 Lib. 1. Ep. 8. rault. B 

a Lib, 4. Ep. 13. e When he died, he had not |? } 
d Lib. 1. Ep. 8. fifteen hundred livres by him in? 

e Lib, 2. Ep. 4, ready money. bY 


accept 
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p his ecept of the conſiderable ſums his friends offered 
de of Wim, nor take up any thing on truſt from the tradeſ- 
pre- Wen, for fear, he ſaid, that if he fell, they ſhould 
ſuf. Mole a good part of it. And I know that all the 
pro- Frorkmen, employed about his houſe, were ordered 
ts a Mo bring in their bills before he ſet out for the cam 
hil- paign, and were regularly paid. 

ting # 8 Whilſt he commanded in Germany, a neutral 
rate town, which thought the King's army was marching 
ſelf, towards them, offered this general an hundred thou- 
ant- ſand crowns, to engage him to take another rout, 
vith Fand make amends for a day or two's march, which it 
an, might coſt the army more. I cannot in conſcience, 
7ua, anſwered M. Turenne, accept of this ſum, for I had 
| no intention to paſs by the town. | 
uch The action of the great Scipio in Spain, when he 
and added to the portion of a young captive Princeſs the 
un- ranſom her parents had brought to redeem her, gained 
nly him no leſs honour than the moſt famous of his con- 
han queſts. A like action of the Chevalier Bayard merits 
dort no leſs praiſe. > When Brefle was taken by ſtorm 
„ a from the Venetians, he ſaved a houſe from plunder, 
ſer- | ! whither he had retired to have a dangerous wound dreſt, 
nor which he had received in the ſiege, and ſecured the 
rho miſtreſs of the family, and her two daughters, who 
of were hid in it. At his departure the lady, as a mark 
ty, | of her gratitude, offered him a caſket containing two 

; thouſand five hundred ducats, which he a 
ind |} refuſed, But obſerving that his refuſal was very diſ- 
ſo | pleaſing to her, and not caring to leave her diſſatiſ- 
the | © hed, he conſented to accept of her preſent, and call- 
ore ing to him the two young ladies to take his leave of 
ore | them, he prefented each of them with a thouſand 
uld] ducats to be added to their portion, and left the re- 
maining five hundred to be diſtributed among the 
der- inhabitants that had been plundered. 

' But that we may have the better notion of the no- 
my | bleneſs and greatneſs of a diſintereſted mind, let us 
E $ Lettres de Bourſault. Þ Vie du Chev, Bayard. 

| conſider 
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conſider it, not in Generals and Princes, whoſe glor 
and power may ſeem perhaps to heighten the luſtre 


of this virtue, but in perſons of a lower rank, who , 
have nothing about them but the virtue itſelf to raiſe WF: 
our admiration. A poor man, who was door-keeper XZ 
to a boarding-houſe in Milan, found a purſe with | 
The man who had loſt | 
it, informed by a publick advertiſement, came to 
the houſe, and giving good proof that the purſe be- 
longed to him, the door-keeper reſtored it to him, 


two hundred crowns in it. 


The owner full of joy and gratitude, offered his be- 
nefactor twenty crowns, which the other abſolutely 
refuſed, 
to five. But finding him ſtill inexorable, he throws 
his purſe upon the ground, and in an angry tone, / 


have I:ft nothing, ſays he, nothing at all, if you thus 
refuſe to accept , any thing. The door-keeper then 


accepted of five crowns, which he immediately diſ- 
tributed among the poor. 


I have heard a lieutenant-general in the King's ar- ge 
my ſay, that upon a certain occaſion, when the ſol- | 
diers were bufy in ſtripping the bodies of the lain, the 
commanding officer, to encourage them to purſue the 
enemy, aid at the ſame time make amends for their | 


loſs, threw down among them. forty or fifty piſtoles, 
which he had in his pocket. The greateſt part of them 
refuſed to ſhare in this liberality, and thought it would 


diſhonour them to want preſents for doing their duty, 


and ſerving their King. The late M. de Louvois, be- 


ing informed of this action, highly commended them, 
gave each of them a ſum of money in ſight of the army, 


and took care to advance them as occaſion offered. 
W hoever reads ſuch {tories as theſe cannot but be 


ſenſible of the impreſſion they make upon his heart. 
Let us then compare ſo noble and generous à conduct 
with the low ſentiments of abundance of perſons, who 


ſeem to regard and value nothing in the great places 


they enjoy, but the opportunity to enrich themſelves Þ 


With eaſe, and we ſhall not ſcruple to conclude with 
Tully, 


He then came down to ten, and afterwards 
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4 ally, that there is no vice ſo infamous, eſpecially 


= pcrſons of rank and office, as avarice. i Nullum 
vho 


ur vitium tetrius quam avaritia, preſertim in prin= 
Ppibus, & rempublicam gubernantibus. Habere enim 
ieſtui rempublicam, non modo turpe eft, fed ſceleratum 
This paſſion for money is a fault extremely diſho- 
FHourable to men of learning, as on the other hand 
FHothing gains them a greater reputation, than the 
Jooking upon riches with indifference. 
3 Seneca, after ſuch frequent and high encomiums 
pn poverty, * had great reaſon to reproach himſelf 

For his extravagant attachment to wealth, and thoſe 

humberleſs acquiſitions he made of lands, gardens, 

and magnificent buildings, not ſcrupling the practice 

bf the moſt enormous uſury to obtain them, and 
bringing a diſgrace entirely, if not upon philoſophy, 
at leaſt upon the philoſopher. 

All that he has ſaid in one of his! diſcourſes in 
tfefence of his conduct, will never convince us that 
e had not a ſtrong inclination for riches, and that 
L e gave them entrance only into his houſe, and not 
into his heart. Sapiens non amat divitias, fed mavult z 
nen in animum illas fed in domum recipit. 8 
Is am concerned ® that Amiot, who was ſo great a 
honour to learning in his age, ſhould have ſullied his 
glory in ſome meaſure by this ruſt of avarice. He was 


a poor boy, and as is ſuppoſed the ſon of a butcher, 


and raiſed himſelf by his merit. He was made biſhop 


of Auxerre, and grand Almoner of France. Charles 


| 


the IX th, whom he inſtructed and brought up, always 
called him his maſter, and ſometimes diverting him- 
ſelf with him, would jeſtingly reproach him with his 
avarice. One day as Amiot was aſking for a rich be- 
nefice, Ah! maſter, ſays the King, you uſed to ſay, 
i lib. 2. Offic. n. 77. agrorum ſpatiis, tam lato fœnore 
k Ubi eſt (addreſſing himſ-!f to exuberat ? Tacit, Annal. I. 14. c. 
Mero) animus ille modicis conten- 543. | 
tus? Tales hortos inftruit, & per L. de Vit. Beat. c. 17. 52» 
hæc ſuburbana incedit, & tantis mw Dict. de Bay le. 
that 


„ a „ 
„ 
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that if you had but a thouſand crowns a year, you ho 
be ſatisfied. I believe you have that, and more. Sin Ne 
anſwered he, my appetite increaſes with my food. He 


conſtantly obtained what he aſked for; and died F 
worth above two hundred thouſand crowns. = 

There is one now in the univerſity, whom I dag 
not venture to name, becauſe he is {till living, but! f 
cannot paſs over in ſilence his noble and diſintereſtelp he 
diſpoſition. Aſter he had taught philoſophy in the 
college of Beauvais with great reputation, where he , 
had been brought up as a ſcholar of the houſe, and 


was afterwards elected principal; at the very time he 
was poſſeſſed of the higheſt dignity in the univerſity, F , 
he was called to court to aſſiſt in the education of 


the preſent King of Spain, and has ſince had the ho. 
nour of attending upon the young Monarch, now 1. 
on the throne. The two courts of France and Spain , 
have ſtrove to expreſs their acknowledgments by o. P. 
fering him benefices and penſions, which he has al-. 
ways conſtantly reiuſed, alledging for reaſon, tha , 
his falary was more than ſufficient to ſupport hin] . 
accoiding to his ſtation, in which his different em- fer 
ployments, how diſtinguiſhed ſoever, have neva}? 5 
cauſed him to make the leaſt alteration. u 

II. Buildings. xv 


Me ſeldom form a right judgment of objects, that} {hi 
have a ſplendid outſide, and ſtrike the view by their fc: 
external luſtre. There are few perſons, who "ons off mi 
the famous pyramids of Egypt, without being tranſ-] wl 
ported with admiration, and extolling the grandeurſ7an 
and magnificence of the princes who raiſed them. And] 
yet I queſtion whether this admiration be well ground- of 
ed, or thoſe enormous piles of building, which coltF*ho 
fuch immenſe ſums, and occaſioned the loſs of ſo ma- di 
ny men who were employed about them, and which w 
were only intended for pomp and oftentation , and 


n Pyramides Regum pecuniæ otioſa ac ſtulta oſtentatio. Plin, ib. 
36, hiſt. nat, cap, 12. 


not | 
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Wt for any ſolid uſe; I queſtion, I ſay, whether 
Ich buildings deſerve to be ſpoke of with ſo mucls 
Wplauſe. ; 

True greatneſs does not conſiſt in _— or doing 
4 hat a diſordered imagination, or a popular error, 


dan preſent as great and magnificent. It does not con- 
— It in attempting difficult things, purely becauſe 
eſte! 


ey are difficult. Nor is it affected with what ſeems 


Ponderful, or actuated by the pleaſure of ſurmount- 


re Fig impoſhbilities, as hiſtory relates of Nero, with 
an hom whatever ſcemed impracticable had the idea of 
ne he Arend. » Erat incredibilium cupitor. 
rlity, » Cicero was of opinion, that only ſuch works and 
Mn Buildings really deſerved admiration, as were deſigned 
e ho. For the publick good, fuch as aqueducts, city-walls, 
Do ESitadels, arſenals, and ſea-ports. 
pain 1 He obſerves, that Pericies, the principal man in 
y BE” rozce, was juſtly blamed for exhauſting the publick 
5 BY oofiures in adorning the city of Athens, and enrich- 
tha 17 it with ſuperfluous ornaments. The Romans, 
| hin om the foundation of the empire, had a very dif- 
em- ferent tate, They had grandeur in their view, but 
nevei in ſuch matters only as concerned religion, or the 
ublick emolument. * Livy obſerves, that under 
Tarquinius Superbus they finiſhed a work to carry off 
the waters of the town, and laid the foundations of 
that} the Capitol with fuch magnificence as after-ages have 
their ſcarce been able to imitate; and we to this day ad- 
ar off mire the ſtrength and beauty of the publick ways, 
ranſ-f which were raiſed by the Romans in different parts, 
deut and ſtill ſubſiſt almoſt entire after ſo many ages. 
And] Alike judgment is to be paſſed upon the buildings 
und- of private perſons. * Tully examining what kind of 
coſt] houſe is proper for a perfon in a great office and of 
ma- diſtinguiſhed rank in the ſtate, thinks lodging and uſe 
_ hat ought principally to be regarded; to which a 
and! | 
o Tacit, Ann. lib. 42. r Lib, 1. n. 56. 
n. Jib, | b a 2. * Pig 2 — : Lis 4 oe n, 138. 
f id. 


not! 
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20 Of the Taſte of ſolid Glory . 
ſecond view might be added, with regard to conte u. 
nience and dignity ; * but he particularly recommend le 
the avoiding all exceſſive magnificence and expence Mert. 
as the example never fails of becoming pernicious an 1 
contagious, men being generally apt not only to im 
tate, but to exceed others in this particular. Who 
fays Tully, has rivalled the ſamous Lucullus in hi 
virtues? But how many have followed his example 
in the coſtlineſs of his buildings? And in our own® 
days we could cite abundance of families, which have 
either been entirely ruined, or remarkably hurt by 
madneſs for building magnificent houſes in town or 
country, which are the tombs of the moſt ſubſtantial 
riches of a family, and ſogn paſs into the hands of, 
ſtrangers, who reap the advantage of the firſt owners 
1 8 And this ſhould lead ſuch perſons, as are en- 
tru 


ed with the education of youth, to caution themit! 
early againſt ſo common and ſo dangerous a taſte, 
»The ancient Romans were very remote from this, i 


Plutarch mentions one ZElius Tubero in the life of 8 or 


Paulus Emilius, * whom he calls an excellent man, 
and one that ſupported poverty in a more noble and 
enerous manner than any other Roman. There were Tat 
. near relations, all of the AÆlian family and 
name, who had only one little houſe in town, and 
another in the country, where they all lived together] f 


with their wives, and a great many little children. 
Among the ancient Romans, it was not the houſe 


which honoured the maſter, but the maſter the houſe!. 


A cottage with them became as auguſt as a temple, 


t Cavendum eſt etiam præſertim 
fi ipſe ædifices, ne extra modum 
ſumptu & magnificentia prodeas: 
quo in genere multum mali etiam 
in exemplo eſt. Studioſe enim 
plerique, præſertim in hae parte, 
facta principium imitantur, ut L. 
Luculli ſummi viri virtutem quis? 
at quam multi villarum magnifi- 
centiam imitati ſunt ! Ibid, n. 40, 

Cie, lib, 1. de Offic, n. 139. 


* Ave COLD * utννEO; tv · L 


Tala *Pwjaatwy TEVIL XenT AfAEVTG» 


y Iſtud humile tugurium, . , » © 


jam omnibus templis formoſius e- 


rit, cùm illic juftitia conſpeRa fu- F 
erit, cum continentia, cam pru- © 
dentia, pietas, omnium officiorum | 
recte diſpenſandorum ratio. Nul- 


lus anguſtus eſt locus, qui har e tam 
magnarum virtutam turbam capit, 
Senec, de conſol, ad Helv. cap. 9. 


when 


* 


Ne 


* 
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en juſtice, generoſity, probity, ſincerity, and ho- 


onre ur were lodged in it; and how can a houſe be 
led ſmall, which contains ſo many and ſo great 
ence ? o& 
—_rucs : ; 
The taſte for modeſty in buildings, and a diſregard 
Pr all expenſiveneſs in this particular, paſſed from 
* ho e republick to the empire, and from private men to 
n lc Emperors in perſon. 
mple FF Trajan placed a glory in building little, that he 
 ow12Hight be the better able to ſupport the ancient edi- 
have ces. [dem tam parcus in adificands, quam diligens in 
by endo. He ſet no value upon whatever adminiſtered 
n or oftentation and vanity. He underſtood, ſays 
until Pliny, wherein the true ry of a Prince conſiſted. 
ds ol e knew, that ſtatues, triumphal arches, and build- 
ners ſgs, were liable to periſh by fire and age, or the 
e en- fancy of a ſucceſſor; but that he who deſpiſes am- 
them ition, who governs his paſſions, and ſets bounds to 


te. Mbſolute power, is extolled by all the world during 
this, is life, and even after his death, when no body is 
fe of Fonſtrained to praiſe hug. 


man, The event ſhewed that he was in the right. Alex- 
and Inder Severus repaired ſeveral works of Trajan's, and 
were fauſed that Emperor's name to be fixed upon them 
and] Ill, without allowing his own to be placed in its ſtead. 

and] ll the great Emperors acted with the ſame modera- 
ether tion, and we ſee to this day that more medals have 
en. peen ſtruck to the glory of ſuch Princes, as repaired 


ouſe publick buildings and the monuments of their prede- 
1ſe?, Fteffors, than in honour of thoſe who raiſed new ones. 
ple, Z We have already obſerved, in another“ place, that 


Auguſtus was always content with the ſame apart- 
ment and furniture during a reign of near fifty years. 


29 eo 4 2 Scis ubi vera principis, ubi tas. Contra, contemptor ambiti- 


da fa. | Iempiterna fit gloria: ubi ſint ho- onis, & infinitz poteſtatis domitor 
pru-] Þores in quos nihil flammis, nihil ac frænator animus, ipſa vetuſtate 

orum ] ſenectuti, nihil ſueceſſoribus liceat. floreſcit, nec ab ullis magis lauda- 
Null- Arcus enim, & ſtatuas, aras etiam tur, quam quibus minime neceſſe 

ctam emplaque demolitur & obſcurat eſt. Plin, 

capit, blivio, negligit carpitque poſteri- 2 Sueton. 


Veſpaſian 


4ry-ſeat are ſtill remaining, which does not ſeem t1 


mandy had an eſtate in land not far from the beauti# 
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d Veſpaſian and Titus looked upon it as an honow ce 
and a pleaſure to preſerve the little country-houſe fte 
that was left them by their anceſtors, without makin; 
any alteration in it, 9 
hoſe maſters of the world did not think themſelve 
too ſtraitly lodged in a houſe, which had been built 
only for a private perſon. The ruins of Adrian's coun. 


have been larger than one of our common houſe? 
and is by no means equal to that of ſeveral priva 
perſons now living. | | 

For men now, who have no other merit than the 
riches, (and often of how mean an original!) bu 
magnificent palaces both in town and country; and, 
to the misfortune of all around them, ſooner or late 
their neighbour's houſe, vineyard and inheritance} po 
are ſwallowed up in their vaſt buildings, and ſerwe Ray 
only to enlarge their gardens and parks. 

© What is told of Cardinal d'Amboiſe, archbiſho 
of Rouen, and miniſter of ſtate under Lewis XII. uk 
a very extraordinary example. A gentleman of Nor 


X* 7 


ful ſeat of Gaillon, which at that time belonged to thi 
archbiſhoprick of Rouen. He had no money to giv 
with his daughter in marriage, and to procure a por- 
tion, offered to ſell his land to the cardinal at a cheap? 
rate. Another would perhaps have taken advantagg 
of the occaſion ; but the cardinal, knowing the gen- 
tleman's motive, le!. him his land, and freely gad hi 
him as much money as he ſtood in need of. An 
We have had a Prince 4 in our days, whoſe loſs wilFHeſ 
be eternally lamented in France, as in many otheÞanc 
reſpects, ſo particularly for his extreme averſion iq Are 
all pomp, and uſeleſs expence. It was propoſed to ide 
him to put up finer and more faſhionable chimneyꝗ Fro 
jeces in one of his apartments; but as there was nag 
neceſſity for the alteration, he choſe rather to preſerv 
d Sueton, in vit. Veſp. cap. 2. c Vie du Card, d' Amboiſt 4 
par Baudier, d The Duke of Burgundy, Fic 
| 3 E. 
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noe old ones. He was adviſed to buy a bureau, worth 
teen hundred livres, but thinking it too dear, he 
king ad an old one brought out of the wardrobe, and eon- 
ZE nted himſelf with that. And thus he behaved in 
ſelyen 7ery particular, and out of no other motive, than 
built Piat he might have wherewithal to be the more libe- 
oun l. How great a bleſſing to a kingdom, and how 
mi Find a preſent from heaven is a prince of this charac- 
Muſes er? In point of ſolid glory and real greatneſs, how 
vat! r preferable is a tender love for the people, which 
*Fxtends to ſuch ſelf-denial for their benefit, to all the 
then Fagnificence of the moſt ſumptuous buildings: 
bun f 'T was this that King Lewis XIV. when ready to 
and) Ixpire, that is, at a time when tne judgment is moſt 
late Pund, recommended to the preſent King, who fits 
p pon the throne. Amongſt other inſtructions, which. 
Fave been juſtly deemed worthy of cternal remem- 
Prance, I have been too fond of war ©, ſaid he to him, 
BY: not follow me in that, nor in the very great expences I 
ve run into. In the laſt diſcourſe he had with his 
Frandſon at Seaux, when he was ſetting out for Spain, 
autiſ e gave him the ſame advice; and the King of Spain 
to the fold the perſon from whom I had it, that his grandfa- 
gie her ſpoke theſe words to him with tears in his eyes. 
por 
hes III. Furniture. Dreſs. Equipage.- 
ntag®s3 Nothing of this kind makes a man greater or more 
 gellpMeſerving, becauſe nothing of all this makes a part of 
gave imſelf, but is wholly external, and foreign to him. 
1 8 Lee yet the generality of mankind place their great- 
s wil neſs in theſe. They look upon themſelves as mixed 
otheſ and incorporated with all around them, their furniture, 
on t Freſs, and equipage. They ſwell and enlarge the 
[ed i idea they form of themſelves, as much as they can, 
nnch from theſe outward circumſtances: By theſe they 
as nd think they are very great, and flatter themſelves that 
eſerig they appear fo in the eyes of others. 


— 


mboiſef a Dernieres paroles de Louis XIV, au Roy Louis XV. de l'imprime- 


Fic du cabinet du Roy, 
RN N But 
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But to paſs a right judgment upon their greatnei 3 
we ſhould examine them in themſelves, and ſet aſi 
for n= few moments their train and retinue. 


ſhould then find, that they appear great and exalted 


by being beheld at a diſtance, and raiſed in a manne'® 
Strip them of this advantage, and 
reduce them to their proper ſtandard, to their juſt pro. 
portion, and the vain phantom vaniſhes. Their out! 


upon their baſis. 


ſide is rich and fine, like the walls of their apartments; 
within there is often nought but meanneſs, baſeneſ, 
and poverty, with an hidequs void of every merit; 


and ſometimes even this fine outward ſhew conceal 2 
the moſt enormous crimes and the moſt infamous vices, 
God, f ſays Seneca, could not have caſt a greater 


wa 


reproach and diſgrace upon thoſe outward advantage, ; 


which are the object of our deſires, than by conferring | 
them, as he often does, upon ſorry wretches, and de.“ 
nying them uſually to men of the greateſt probity. 
T'o what a condition would the latter be reduced, ii 


men were to be judged by their outſide? How often, N 
has the moſt ſolid merit been miſtaken, and Aren 1 


even to contempt, becauſe concealed under a mean 


habit, and an indifferent appearance? 


E Philopemen, the greateſt ſoldier of his age in| 1 
Greece, who exalted ſo much the glory of the repub- 


lick of the Achæans, by his extraordinary merit, and 


e Nemo iſtorum, quos divitie 
Honoreſque in altiore faſtigio po- 
nunt, magnus eſt, Quare ergo 
magnus videtur ? Cum baſi illum 
ſua metiris. , . Hoc laboramus er- 
rore, fic nobis imponitur, quod 
neminem æſtimamus eo quod ef, 
ſed adjicimus illi & ea quibus ad- 
ornatus eſt. Atqui cum voles ve- 
ram hominis eflimationem inire, 
& ſcire qualis fit, nudum inſpice. 
Porat patrimonium, ponat ho- 
nores, & alia fortunæ mendacia, 
Senec. Epiſt. 76. * 

Auro illos, argento, & ebore or- 
navi: intus boni nihil eſt. Iſti, 
quos pro felicibus aſpicitis, fi, non 


qua occurrunt, ſed qua latent, vide“ 
ritis, miſeri ſunt, ſordidi, turpes,, 
ad ſi militudinem parietum ſuorum BY 
Itaque, dum il- FA 


extrinſecus culti. 
lis licet ſtare, & ad. arbitrium ſu- 
um oftendi, nitent & imponunt: 
cum aliquid incidit quod diſturbet 


ac detegat, tunc apparet quantum 
alte ac vere fauditatis alienus Þ 


Id. lib. de? 


ſplendor abſconderit. 
Provid. cap. ix. 


f Nullo modo magis poteſt Deus : 
concupita traducere, quam fi ilia 4 
ad turpiſſimos gefert, ab optimis Þ* 


abigit, Ibid, cap. 5. 
g Plut. in vit, Philop. 


whom 


0 
— 
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nels. m the Romans called by way of admiration the 

Ja of the Greeks ; this 3 was uſually clad 
a very plain dreſs, and often went abroad without 
y ſervant or attendance. In this manner he came 
one to the houſe of a friend who had invited him to 


ani ner. The miſtreſs of the family, who expected the 
Pro, general of the Achæans, took him for a ſervant, and 
Jute egg'd he would give her his aſſiſtance in the kitchen, 
nts cauſe her huſband was abſent. Philopemen without 
ney Þ&-:emony threw off his cloak, and fell to cleaving, 
erit; Food. The huſband coming in that inftant, and 
<< furprized at the oddneſs of the fight, 4+ How now, 
N Philopemen,” ſays he, „what's the meaning of 
] 


1 4 this?“ „Oh,“ anſwered the other, „I am pay- 
4 E ing intereſt for my bad appearance.“ 


1 40 Scipio Emilianus, who lived four and fifty years, 
hi gever made any acquiſition in all his life, and when 
it) ge died, left only four and forty marks of ſilver plate, 


Ind three of gold, tho” he had been maſter of all the 
ZFcalth of Carthage, and had enriched his ſoldiers more 
Han any other general. Being deputed by the ſenate 
| If Rome, with full powers to reſtore diſcipline in the 
owns and provinces, and to inſpect Kings and nations, 


© in Fo deſcended from one of the moſt illuſtrious fami- 
Pub, Fes in Rome, and adopted into one of the richeſt, and 


$10' he had ſo auguſt a character to ſupport in the 
pame of the Roman Empire, he carried with him but 
ne friend, and he was a i philoſopher, and five ſer- 
il. Jants, one of which dying upon the road, he content- 
m ſu- + himſelf with the four that remained, till one came 
ub from Rome to ſupply his place. As ſoon as he came to 
ntum Alexandria with this ſmall retinue, his fame diſcover- 
lienus gd him notwithſtanding all the care his modeſty had 
ſaken to prevent it, and drew all the city to meet him 


Deus Rpon his landing. * His perſon alone, without any 
fi ine | other 
ptimis “ 3 : F , 
'K Ti 18 (Jon) ©iNomoiuny ; Ti k Cum per ſocios & exteras gen - 
eg dae (Len delten ixeivog;) 5 tes iter faceret, non mancipia ſed 
{Yarz; Sew Finag d. victoriæ numerabantur z nec quan- 
I Panztius, tum auri & argenti, ſed quantum 
hom a 7 . 4% 
= Voc, III. arplitudcinis 


26 Of the Taſte of ſolid Glory ? 
other attendance than that of his virtues, his action WW; 
and his triumphs, was enough to extinguiſh, even in r 
the eyes of the people, the vain ſplendor of the King | 
of Egypt, who was advanced to meet him with all hs d 
court, and drew upon him alone the eyes, the accla. Wh 
mations, and applauſes of all the world. per 
ITheſe examples teach us, that we ought not to va. Aro 
lue men by their outward appearance, any more than re 
a horſe by his trappings. An extraordinary merit may p 
lie hid under a mean habit, as a rich garment may co- Hit 
ver enormous vices, They ſhew us in the ſecond Fra 
place, that greater courage and reſolution is required,” Fjs 
than one would eaſily imagine, to become ſuperior to! Pai 
popular opinions, and to get the better of the falſe in- hy! 


famy which the world is pleaſed to caſt upon a plain, 
poor, and frugal manner of living. Seneca, as muchÞ 
a philoſopher as he was, or had a mind to be thought, 1 
had always ſomewhat of this falſe ſhame hanging aboutÞ 
him; and he owns himſelf, that going down ſometime; 
to his country-ſeat in an ordinary chariot, he has bluſi- 
ed againſt his inclination at being caught upon the 
road in ſuch an equipage by perſons of diſtinction; 2 
certain proof, as he ſays himſelf, that he had not tho- 
roughly reduced to practice what he had ſaid and wrote 
upon the advantages of a frugal life. He that bluſhes 
at a mean chariot, adds he, is fond of a finer. And he 
has madea little progreſs in virtue, who dares not open- 
ly declare in favour of poverty and frugality, and 11 
at all concerned about the judgment of ſpectators. Þ 

"Agelilaus, King of Lacedæmon, was herein a great.] 
er philoſopher than Seneca. A Spartan education hadpy 


amplitudinis pondus ſecum ferret, iſta quæ probo, quæ laudo, nondun he 
zeſtimabatur. Val, Max. lib. 4. habere certam fidem & immobi- ) Ur. 
cap. 3. n. 13. lem. Qui ſordico vehiculo eru: Four 
1 Senec, Ep. 47. beſcit, pretioſo gloriatur, Parum moſ 
m Vix à me obtineo, ut hoc ve- adhuc profeci, nondum audeo fru- 1 
hiculum velim videri meum. Du- ęalitatem palam ferre: etiam nume dea, 
rat adhuc perverſa recti verecun- curo opiniones viatorum, Senec. 
dia. Quoties in aliquem comita- Epiſt. 87. 121 
tum lauticrem incidimus, invitus » Plut, in Vit. Ageſ. 51 
erubeſco: quod argumentum eſt, 1140 


arma 
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med him againſt this falſe ſname. Pharnabaſus, go- 
in ernor of one of the ptovinces belonging to the King 
Ling WF Perſia, had deſired to treat of peace with him 
| his id the interview was appointed in the open field. 
cla-"F he firſt appeared in all the pomp and luxury of the 

Perſian court. He was dreſt in a purple robe em- 
va. Froidered with gold and filver. The ground was 
than Pread with rich carpets, and fine cuſhions were laid 
may p ſit down upon. Ageſilaus, in a very plain dreſs, 
co- Fhithout any ceremony, fat himſelf down upon the 
ond Fraſs. The pride of the Perſian was confounded at 
red, fis behaviour, and unable to ſupport the comparifon, 
or to Yaid homage to the plainneſs of the Lacedæmonian, 
y following his example. And this, becauſe a quite 
Wifferent train, which far outſhone all the gold and 
$1ver of Perſia, ſurrounded Ageſilaus, and gained him 
„ gererence; I mean, his name, his reputation, his 
Eyicories, and the terror of his arms, which made the 
« of Perſia tremble even upon his throne. 


The Emperors » Nerva, ? Trajan, * Antoninus, 
tbef and * Marcus Aurelius, ſold the palaces, the gold and 
N; 4 Flyer plate, the valuable furniture, and all the ſuper- 
tho- Ruities they could diſpenſe with, which their prede- 
Tote peſſors had heaped up through a deſire of poſſeſſin g 
Plely whatever was exquiſitely curious. Theſe 
1d he Princes, as alſo Veſpaſian, Pertinax, Severus, Alex- 
Pen-Fander, Claudius II. and Tacitus, who were raiſed. 
ad Fo the empire by their merit, and whom all ages 
s. have admired as the beſt and greateſt of Princes, al- 
"| aways affected a great ſimplicity in their apparel, their 
had furniture, and outward appearance, and deſpiſed 
Avhatever had the leaſt tincture of pomp and lux- 


ondum a 5 

mob. Pury. By retrenching all uſeleſs expences, * they 

Jew Found a greater fund in their own modeſty, than the 
aru 


ray moſt avaricious in all their ſpoils; and without en- 
n nun} deavouring to ſet themſelves off by any outward luſtre, 
Se nec. 8 

” © Dio, r In Vit, Marc, Aurel. ViR, 

p Plin, Paneg. Epit. & Eutrop. 

L Capitol. 2 Plin. Paneg. 
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28 'Of the Taſte of ſolid Glory 
*ſhewed they were only Emperors by the care the 
took of the publick. In every thing elſe they reſem 
bled other citizens, and lived like private men. BA 
the lower they ſtoop'd in their condeſcenſions, th 
greater and more auguſt they appeared. : 

v Veſpaſian upon ſolemn days drank out of a ſm: 
ſilver cup, which had been left him by his grandmo 
ther, who brought him up. * Trajan's retinue wh 
very modeſt and moderate. He had no body to cles 
the way before him, and was pleaſed ſometimes to he 
under a neceſſity of ſtopping in the ſtreets to let th 
attendants of others pats by him. hi. 

* Marcus Aurelius was ſtill more averſe to even Ser 
thing that had the air of pomp and luxury. He lap 
upon the bare ground; at twelve years old he took th 
habit of a philoſopher ; he forbore the uſe of guard 
the imperial ornaments, and the enſigns of honour 
which were carried before the Cæſars and the Auguiif 
Nor was this conduct owing to his ignorance of wha 
was grand and beautiful, but to the juſter and pur 
taſte he had of both, and to an intimate perſuaſion tha 
the greatſt glory, and principal duty of man, eſpeciſ p, i 
ally if in power, and eminently conſpicuous, is ſo dt 
to imitate the Deity, as to throw himſelf into a con he 


dition of wanting as little as may be for himſelf, anFYileg 
doing all the good to others he is capable of. te 


Arnold d'Offat, who is ſo famous for his wonderffke 
ful abilities in negotiation, though his furniture fell fa ub 
ſhort of the dignity of a cardinal, refuſed to accept ofeih 
the money, the chariot and horſes, and the damaſk bed I 
which the cardinal de Joyeuſe ſent him as a preſcnF 


three weeks after his promotion. For, z ſays he, thoug! | er 
¶ have not ail that is requiſite to ſupport this dignity, Mi) 
T will not for that reaſon renounce the abſtinence and nuf ak 
agſiy I have always obſerved. Such a diſpoſition is faf Vit 
Falu 
t Dio lib, 66, Ty wpovoiz T&y x M. Aur, vit. Dio, Julias 
X0ivav, ayTMXpaTup EvomuiGeTo. Cz. 121 
u Suekön. Vit, Veſpaſ, cap. 2. y Vie du Card, d' Oſſat. b | 
w Plin, Paneg, | 2 Lett, 181. c ] 
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. 
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the ore extraordinary and valuable, than a magnificent 
ſen uipage, and rich furniture. 

BU ne tribune of the people, who became an advo- 
„ th te for the Roman ladies againſt the ſeverity of Cato, 


d pleaded for the reſtoring to them, after the ſecond 
ſmal unick War, the right of wearing gold and ſilver in 
dmo Weir apparel, ſeems to inſinuate, that dreſs or orna- 
e wi Sent were in a manner their natural province; and 
cles Pat as they could not aſpire to any perferments, to the 
to h Frieſthood, or the honour of a triumph, it would not 
et the ly be cruc!, but unjuſt, to refuſe them a conſolation, 

nich the (ole neceſſity of the times had taken from 
even cm. This reaſon might affect the people, but was 
e liſ got very honourable to the ſex, as it taxes them with 
kk thEFeakneſs and meanneſs, in repreſenting them as fond 


— 


aardi F tries. Virorum hoc animos vulnerare poſſet, quid 
noui liercularum cenſetts, guas etiam par da movent. 

ul Yet we learn from hiſtory, that the Roman ladies 
whif enerouſly ſtript themſelves of all their jewels, and 
pure reſented all their gold and ſilver, d at one time, to 
n thif Inable the republick to diſchargeavow made to Apo]- 


ſpecif p, for which they had honourable diſtinctions grant- 
lo fa d them; and at another, to redeem Rome from 
con e Gauls, which procured them the right and pri- 
f, anFVYilege of being praiſed in funeral orations, as well as 
tHe men. In the ſecond Punick War the widows in 
Ike manner brought their gold and ſilver into the 
zublick treaſury, to aſſiſt the ſtate in the extreme ne- 
geſſity under which it groaned. 

# I he famous Cornelia, daughter to the great Scipio, 
Ind mother to the Gracchi, is univerſally known. 


nder 
ell fa 
ept 
K bed 


len 


thoigf fler extraction was the nobleſt in Rome, and her fa- 
„ Mhily the richeſt. * A lady of Campania, coming to 
14 Nt 


Make her a viſit, and lodging in her houſe, diſplayed 
Vith pomp whatever was then moſt faſhionable and 
valuable for the toilette, gold and ſilver, jewels, dia- 


is fa 


Julias 
iv. lib, 7. n. 34. d Liv. lib. 24. n. 18. 

, © >» Liv. lib, 5. n. 23. | e Valer. Max, lib. 4. cap. 4. 
i: Ib. n, 50. 
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monds, bracelets, pendants, and all that apparat 
which the ancients called mundum muliebrem. Sh 
expected to find ſomewhat fill finer in the houſe 

a perſon of her quality, and deſired very importunate, 

ly to ſee her toilette. Cornelia artfully prolonged ti go 
converſation till ſuch time as her children came home For 
who were then gone to the publick ſchools, and point Wel 
ing to them as they entered, „See here, ſays ſhe, au ' 
«© my jewels.” Et hec, inquit, ornamenta mea ſuit 
We need only examine our own thoughts in relaticr 
to theſe two #50 to find out how far ſuperior th“ 
noble ſimplicity of the one was to the vain magnih. 
cence of the other. And indeed what merit or ab 


lity is there in buying up a large collection of preciſ Nis 
ous ſtones and jewels, in being vain of them, ori he 


not knowing how to talk of any thing elſe? And o 
the other hand, how truly worthy is it in a perſon of 
the firſt quality to be above ſuch trifles, to place he 
honour and glory in the good education of her chil 
dren, in ſparing no expence towards the bringing 
about, and in ſhewing that nobleneſs and greatneip'# 
of ſoul do equally belong to both ſexes ? J 

« f De Beaunes, archbiſhop of Bourges, in the 0 
ration he made to the ſtates of Blois againſt luxuryf an 
and principally with reſpect to coaches, which le: his 


A . * 
PR ths TE 


« yeral perſons of mean condition began to make for 
* uſe of, highly commends the modeſty of the pref 

ce mier preſident du Thou's lady, who, to ſet an exp?! 
© ample to other ladies of quality, was always con 
«© tented to be carried behind another on horſeback gal 
& when ſhe made her viſits in the town.” Wha fea 
merits praiſe in this little ſtory, is not the viſiting off | 
horſeback. (ſuch were the cuſtoms of thoſe times en 
but the noble greatneſs of ſou] in this lady, wi ba 
thought, that the giving others an example of mo"? 
deſty and ſimplicity was the beſt manner of ſupport ** 
ing the dignity of her ſtation, and becoming in rea *?! 
lity a premier preſident. ö 

r Opuſc, de Leyſol. 
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Se IV. Of luxury in cating and drinking. 
uſe 9 5 
mate, This was carried in the declenſion of the republick 


-d th, Jo an almoſt incredible exceſs, and under the Empe- 
nome Fors they {till roſe upon the gluttony of their prede- 
)0in:.MKeſlors. | 

e, ax Lucullus, who in other reſpects was a man of ex- 
fu, Felent qualities, upon his return from the war, at- 
lation Mempted to ſubſtitute the glory of magnificence to 
or th That of his arms and battles, and turned all his ſtu- 
gnif! Ries that way. He Jaid out immenſe ſums upon his 
F abi houſes and gardens, and was ſtill more expenſive at 
*FHis table. He required it every day to be ſerved up in 
the ſame ſumptuous manner, tho' nobody was to dine 


1d o Frith him. As his ſteward was one day excuſing the 
on of meanneſs of his dinner, becauſe there was no company, 
de he Did you not know,” ſays he, that Lucullus was 


to eat at Lucullus's houſe to-day.” Tully and 
ing Pompey not giving credit to the reports of his ordi- 
itnell nary magnificence, were reſolved one day to ſurprize 
him, and be ſatisfied, whether it was fo or not. And 
ne of meeting him in publick, they invited themſelves, 
xury} and would not allow him to give any directions to 
h ſe his domeſticks about their entertainment. He there - 


make fore ey ordered that dinner ſhould be ſerved up in 
pre 


— 


the hall of Apollo. The entertainment was got ready 
a en with ſo much celerity and opulence, as ſurprized and 
con aſtoniſhed his gueſts. They did not know that the 
back 1 hall of Apollo was a watch-word, and ſignified that the 
Vhaf feaſt ſhould amount to fifty thouſand drachms. 


If good eating and drinking were capable of pro- 


ig of 
Sl curing ſolid glory, Lucullus was the greateſt man of 
wh 2's age. But who ſees not, how pitiful and ſilly it 
mo. was to place his honour and reputation in making the 
port world believe, that he every day ſquandered enormous 
rea and ſenſeleſs expences for the gratification of his own 

E Plot. in Luculli. k 25c0 livres. 
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92 Of the Taſte of ſolid Glory | 
private appetite? I queſtion whether his gueſts, wh r 
mightily commended and admired, no doubt, ſuch pro. 
digious magnificence, were much wiſer than he. Foy om 
*twas they ſupported his folly and diſtemper. #* Irri. Hho 
tamentum efl emnium in qua N admirator & Non 
ecnſci us. And the ſame may be ſaid of all that outwartd He 
magnificence, by which men ſtrive to make them. nis 
ſelves conſiderable, large apartments, valuable furnij. Wer: 
ture, and rich garments, **Tis all for ſhew, and Pur 
not for eaſe; for the ſpectators, and not for the maſ. O 
ter. Place him in ſolitude, and you make him frugal ing 
and modeſt, and all this vanity is at an end. Fell 

But to give a different inſtance of this folly. 4 { 
perſon, entering Anthony's kitchen, was ſurprized to ho 
ſee eight wild boars roaſting at the ſame time, He vh 
Judged there was like to be a great deal of company,, 


but was miſtaken, Whilſt Anthony was at Alexan-] an! 

dria there Was always a magnificent entertainment age 

ready to be ſerved up about ſupper-time, that when - Fore 

ever Anthony was pleaſed to call for it, he might have Stu] 

his table cyvered with the moſt exquiſite meats. 0 

1 I forbear to mention ſuch extravagant and wild ex- Pr 
} K N adiſh made up of the tongues of the ſcarceſt} th 
7 ir&s in the univerſe, or ſeveral pearls of immenſe} ke. 
| . price infuſed and diſſolved in a certain liquor, for the} th 


i 9 pleaſure of ſwallowing down a million at a draught. | * of 
a To theſe monſters of luxury, who are a diſgrace to- o 

1 mankind, let us oppoſe the modeſty and frugality of 24 

bil Cato, the honour of his age and commonwealth ; II P. 
Pi mean the elder, who is uſually ſurnamed the Cenſor. þ ? 4 
He boaſted that he had never drank any other wine,“ 2 
than ſuch as was drunk by his workmen and domeſticks, þ 1 
never bought a ſupper which exceeded thirty ſeſtertia, Þ li 


e. 

i Senec, Ep. 94. Aſſueſcamus à nobis remover*Þ © { 

k Quid miraris? Quid ſtupes? pompam, & uſus rerum non d. . 
Pompa eft, Oftenduntur iſtæ res, namenta metiri, Id. de tran. *: | 
non poſſidentur. Senec. Ep. 110. nimæ, cap. 9, l 


Ambitio & luxuria ſcenam de- 1 Plut, in vit. Anton. 
fderant ; ſanabis iſta, ſi abſcga -; m Plut. in vit. Cat, Cenſ. 
deris, Id. Ep. 94. 


N. 
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yr ever wore a garment which coſt above an hundred 
achms of ſilver. He learnt to live thus, he ſaid, 
Jom the example of the famous Curius, that great man 
rn. Pho drove Pyrrhus out of Italy, and had thrice the 
„ {Honour of a triumph. The houſe he had lived in, in 
war! He country of the Sabines, was near to Cato's, and for 
lem. his reaſon he looked upon it as a model the more ve- 
Irni. Perable from being in his neighbourhood. T was this 
and Purius the embaſtadors of the Samnites found in a 
maſ. Poor little cottage, ſitting in the chimney- corner boil- 
ugal Ing of roots, who rejected their preſents with diſdain, 
gelling them, that whoever could be content with ſuch 
1 ſupper did not want gold; and that for his part he 
d tz, thought it more honourable to command over thoſe 
He! Who had riches, than to have them himſelf. 

3 Theſe examples may be too old perhaps to make 
any impreflion upon the generality of mankind in our 
nt age; but they had ſuch an effect upon ſeveral of the 
greateſt Roman Emperors, that though they were in 
full poſſeſſion of riches and power, tho' they were to 
ſupport the majeſty of a large empire, and had the 
ex- profuſion of their predeceſſors in every kind before 
rceſt their eyes, they thought they could not aſpire to be 
enſe really great, but as they roſe above that corruption of 
the their own age, and reſembled thoſe venerable models 
it, | 7 of antiquity, form'd upon the rules of the pureſt rea- 
| ſon and juſteſt taſte of ſolid glory. ; 
of ab 3 * T'was by ſtudying theſe great originals, that Vef- 
; IF paſian declared himſelf an enemy to all pomp, pleaſures 
ſor. þ and entertainments, and that he followed the modeſty 
ine, and frugality of the ancients in every thing about him. 
cks, Twas by theſe virtues he check'd the courſe of pub- 
tia, lick luxury and prodigality, eſpecially with reſpe& to 

eating. And this diſorder, which under Tiberius 

qd ſeem'd to be paſt all remedy, and had increaſed exceſ- 
\ fſively under the ſucceeding bad Princes, and which the 
laws, armed with all the terrors of puniſhment had not 


n Tacit, Ann. lib. 3. cap. 52, 


C 5 been 


34 Of the Taſte of ſolid Glory 9 
been able to ſuppreſs, ® gave way to the bare exam. 
ple he ſet of ſobriety and temperance, and the de. 
fire others had of pleaſing him by doing as he did. 
In the ſame manner he threw a ſcandal and diſgrace 
upon luxury and effeminacy, by taking away a com- 
miſſion from a young man to whom he had given it, 
becauſe he was perfumed when he came to thank him wi 


72. it. I had rather, ſaid he, you had ſlunk of gar- fene 
ch, | | 


ay 

The Emperors Nerva, Trajan, Antoninus, Marcus elf. 

i Aurelius, Severus, Alexander, Pertinax, Aurelian, \V 
10 Tacitus, Claudius II. and Probus, all Princes who Fol: 


114 have done the greateſt honour to the throne, guided by Pri. 
N the ſame taſte, and diſciples of the ſame maſters, always t t 
BUY took care to be very frugal and modeſt in their tables, "dn 
kak and baniſhed all expence and delicacy from them with | fitti 
oY the utmoſt ſeverity. Moſt of them, whilſt in the} me 
. camp, eat the common food that was given to the the 
WM: army: and Alexander, to ſatisfy the ſoldiers that he, 
fed as they did, cauſed his tent to be always open, whilſt Þ 
1. he was at his meals. When he was not in the field} 
the daily expence of his houſe, to our great aſtoniſh-| 
* ment, was ſo ſmall, that now-a- days it would ſcarce | 3 
1 ſuffice a private family. He had no gold utenſils, and 

his ſilver plate did not amount to three hundrd marks; 
ſo that when much company were to dine with him, | 
he would borrow the plate of his friends, with their 
fervants to wait on them; not keeping more officers |? 
in his palace, than he commonly ſtood in need of. And 
this not out of any parſimonious diſpoſition, for never 
Prince was more liberal, * but out of a thorough con- 
viction, as he would often ſay, that the grandeur and 


© Precipuus adſtricti moris auc- r Fifteen pints of wine a day, Þ: 
tor Veſpaſianus fuit, antiquo ipſe thirty pounds of meat, and eighty x 
cultu vituque : obſequium inde in pounds of bread. Only they added 
principem & æmulandi amor, va- a green gooſe on feaſt-days, and 
dior quam pœna ex legibus, & upon great ſolemnities a pheaſant Þ 


metus. Tacit. Annal. lib. 3. c. 55. gr two, and two capons, Lam Þ 4 
5 Sueton. lib. 8. c. 8. prid. in Vit. Alex. BB 
q Cheeſe, bacon, beans, pulſe, * Lamp. in Vit. Alexand. | 
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dam. N lory of the empire did not conſiſt in ſplendor and 
e de. Magnificence, but in the firength of the ſtate, and the 
did. Mirtue of thoſe who governed it. * Ptolemy, wore. Fug 
grace ęypt, had long before ſet a like example of modeſty. 
om. le had very little plate in his palace, no more than 
n it, Fas requiſite for his own private uſe. And when he 
him invited any of his friends to dine with him, he would 
gar- Mend and borrow theirs, * declaring it was more wor- 
Iny of a King to enrich others, than to be rich him- 

rcus elf. | 
lian, What is reported of the Emperor Prebus, * who 


who holds one of the firſt places in the number of great 
d by Princes, and under whom the Roman empire arrived 
vays zt the higheſt pitch of happineſs, is no leſs worthy of 
ples, admiration, During his war with Perſia, as he was 
with Fitting at dinner upon the bare ground, and eating a 
the! weſs of pork and peaſe, word was brought him that 
the the Perſian embaſſadors were arrived. Without chang- 


t he ing either his poſture or dreſs, which was no other 
hilt than a purple coat, but made of woollen, and a cap 
field Which he wore for want of hair, he ordered them tob 
iſh-| Introduced, and told them that he was the Emperor, 
urce end they might go and tell their maſter, that if he did 
and | not take care, he would in a month's time lay all his 
ks; 10 0 as naked of trees and corn, as his head was of 
im, | hairs; and at the ſame time he took off his cap, to 
heir | make them the better comprehend his meaning. He 
-ers | tben invited them to eat part of his dinner, in caſe 
Ind] they were hungry; if not, they had nothing todo but 
ver to go back immediately. The embaſſadors made their 
on-] keport to their Prince, who was in a terrible fright, 
and as well as his ſoldiers, that they had to deal with. a. 
people, who were ſuch. profeſſed enemies to luxury 
day, and pleaſure. He came in perſon to meet the Empe- 
e Lor, and granted him whatever he demanded, 
200 t The ſon of Lagus, Plut. in w Syneſfius names him Carinus, 
Im. Apophthegm. but M. Tillemont, after F. Peta- 
. T# Tholety Exπν.t, 70 mouTicey vius, is of opinion that it agrees 
ea, hac ν TE, 90, better with Probus, 
ry C 6 But: 
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But comparing all I have hitherto mentioned cor 
cerning pomp and ſimplicity; on the one fide, what. 


ever is moſt ſplendid, riches, magnificent buildings, 
furniture, fine clothes, and a table moſt ſumptuouſi 


and delicately ſpread ; and on the other, poverty, fim.* 


plicity, frugality and modeſty, but attended with vic. 
tories, triumphs, conſulſhips, diCtatorial power, and 
even the empire of the world; I leave it to the judg. 
ment of any man of good ſenſe and reaſon, on which; 
fide lies the noble and great, and which he thinks de. 
ſerves moſt his eſteem and admiration. The deciſion 
will not be difficult. And 'tis this natural and unſtu- 
died ſenſe of things, which I look upon as the rule o 
$090 taſte in the point of ſolid glory and real gran- 

eur. | | 
In quoting theſe ancient examples of modeſty and} 
frugality, I have no deſign to propoſe them as perfed 


models for our imitation. Our age and manners can- 
can bear ſo maſculine and robuſt a virtue. There af 


beſides certain rules of decency to be obſerved, and in| 


every ſtate and condition things may be reduced to an 
honeſt and commendable mediocrity, which will ju, 
tify and direct the uſe of them. But how much oughtÞ* 


we to be concerned, and aſhamed to obſerve to what? 
degree our manners have degenerated from the virtue 
of the ancient Pagans? And what efforts ought ve 


not to make to conform in ſome meaſure at leaſt to 


thoſe primitive rules, though we are not ſo happy te 
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have any longer the courage and liberty entirely u ar 
7 

come up to them. be 

My defign in theſe examples, is firſt to teach youth th 

that they ought not to look upon ſuch as lead a poor? ul 

and frugal life, as contemptible, or even unhappy bi 

*Tis the reflection which Seneca draws from the * th 


amples before us. Do we think, * ſays he, that ou w 


x Scilicet majores neſtri, quo - nondum auro ſulgebant, quorun #1 
rum virtus etiam nunc vitia neftra templa nondum gemmis nitebant'Þ3 at 
ſohentat, infelices erant, qui ſibi Senec. de conſolat, ad Helv, cf 1 
manu ſua parabant cibum, quibus 70, 2 ; 
Feta cubilo erat, quorum tea 10 ( 
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con- neeſtors, whoſe virtues ſtill ſupport the Empire, which 
hat. Nur vices would have long ago deſtroyed, were much 


ing, J be pitied, for dreſſing their own dinners, for lying 
ouſly n hard couches, or for having neither gold nor dia- 
ſim. Fonds in their houſes and temples ? 
vic. I am ſenſible that one objection may be made to all 
and can ſay of the ancient Greeks and Romans. For 
dg. Mhough we may reſpect the examples of frugality, ſim- 
hich plicity and poverty, in Ariſtides, Cimon, Curius, Fa- 
de. Fricius, Cato, &c. yet 'tis natural enough to make 
iſion ſome abatements, from a perſuaſion, that in poor re- 
iſtu - publicks it was ſcarce poſſble to live otherwiſe ; and 
le off St is ſtill doubtful with the generality of people, whe- 
ran · ther theſe examples can be of any uſe to our age, which 
is richer and more plentiful, and in which it would 
and be ridiculous to attempt to imitate them. But in m 
fed Jopinion the example of the Emperors amounts to ſull 
can -·¶ proof, and ſets the matter beyond exception. In ſhort, 
are il thoſe maſters of the world, whoſe riches were equal 
1d in to their power, and who ſucceded to Emperors that 
0 an had carried luxury, pleaſures, epicuriſm and extrava- 
jul. gance to the utmoſt heights of exceſs, were ſtill fond 
ughtÞ2 of frugality, modeſty, fimplicity, and poverty, what 


— 
— 
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reaſonable reply can be made to the maxims I have 


laid down upon this ſubject ? 
I would defire to know, whether thoſe great Prin- 


| f ces I have ſpoken of, thoſe men of extraordinary talents 


and ſuperior genius, had not the taſte of real greatneſs 
| and ſolid 


lory ; whether all nations and ages have 
been miſtaken in the high encomiums they have given 


uthþ them; and whether any one ever ventured to charge 
pool them with having debaſed either the nobility of their 
pby birth, the dignity of their ſtation, or the majeſty of 
cx + the Empire; and whether on the other hand theſe 
t ou were not the qualities, which raiſed them the higher, 
uorun and have univerially drawn upon them the eſteem, love, 
gp and admiration of poſterity. Can any private perſon 


now imagine himſelf a better judge of real glory than 


z they were, or ſhould he think himſelf unhappy, or 
I diſhonoured, 
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diſhonoured, by being found in ſuch illuſtrious con. 


any, and ſtanding by a Trajan, an Antoninus, or: 


arcus Aurelius? Shall we pay a greater regard to a 


Apieius, who ſetting up for a perfect maſter in the art o 
cookery, infected and corrupted his age by that wretch. 
ed ſcience ? “ 
ſua ſeculum infecit. Shall we prefer to the great exam. 
ples I have quoted thoſe of Caligula, Nero, Otho, Vi. 


tellius, Commodus, or Heliogabalus ? For, to the in- 


eſtimable good fortune of their people, all the good 
Emperors in general, and without exception, have 


been of the character I here recommend; and all theþ hi 
bad Emperors in general are found in the oppoſite 


claſs, with all the vices which I condemn. 


Qui ſcientiam popine profeſſus, diſciplina % 


My deſign ſecondly, is to inſtil into youth a ve. 
neration for the original ſource and principle from} 


whence aroſe that generous contempt which the great 


men of antiquity ſhew'd for what the greateſt part of 


mankind now admire and purſue. For 'tis this prin- 
ciple, this diſpoſition of the mind, which is really eſti- 
mable. A man may be reſerv'd and modeſt in the 


midſt of riches and honours, as he may be proud and 


avaricious in the obſcurity of a poor and wretched life. 


The Emperor Antoninus is judged to be one of the} 


greateſt Princes that ever reigned, He was held in ſuch 


reverence by all poſterity, * that neither the Roman] 


people, nor the ſoldiers, could ſuffer any other Empe- 
ror to be called after his name; and Alexander Seve— 
rus himſelf found it too auguſt, to venture upon aſſum- 
ing it. d Antoninus, through an equality of mind and 


greatneſs of foul, which rendered him independent of | 


all without him, was uſually ſatisfied with what was 
moſt plain and moderate. As he affected nothing par- 
ticular in his food, lodging, bed, domefiicks or dreſs, 
wearing only the common ſtuffs, and ſuch. as were rea- 


y Senec, de Conſol, ad Helv, 
cap. 10. 6 

» Dio, lib. 70. Capitol. in vit. 
J. Antonin, 


a Capitol, in vit. Macrin, Diad. 
Get. Lamprid. in vit. Alexand. 

b M. Aur, lib. 1. c. 18. & lib. 
6. c. 23» 
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9 eſt to be met with; ſo he would make uſe of the 


Pnveniencies which offered, without rejecting them 
Prough affectation; equally ready to uſe every thing 


ith moderation, or lay it aſide without uneaſineſs. 
T was this diſpoſition of mind the wife of Tubero, 


hom I have already ſpoken of, particularly admired 


her huſband, according to the judicious obſervation 


if Plutarch. “ She was not aſhamed, * ſays the hiſ- 


torian, of her huſband's poverty, but admir'd in 
him the virtue which made him conſent to remain 
E poor :” that is, the motive which retained him in 
is poverty, by diſapproving the means of becoming 
ich, which are uſually dithoneſt and unjuſt. For 
the lawful ways of accumulating wealth were very rare 


o 


1 a noble Roman; as he could not apply himſelf to 
rom 
fon, or other kind of benefit, which officers uſually 


uſineſs and trade, nor expect any gratification, or pen- 


dow receive from the liberality of our Princes, by way 


pf recompence for the ſervices he did the ſtate. There 
ras ſcarce any other way of becoming rich, but by 


plundering the provinces, as other magiſtrates and ge- 
Þerals did. And it was this greatneſs of ſoul, this dif. 
jntereſtdeneſs, this delicacy and love of juſtice, which 
made him reject all unworthy means of throwing off 
his poverty, that this lady ſo deſervedly admired in him. 
Infinitely above the common ſentiments of the world, 
ſhe diſcerned through the veils of poverty and fimpli- 
city the greatneſs of ſou] which occaſioned them, and 
thought herſelf obliged to reſpect her huſband ſtil] 
more upon that very account, which might perhaps 


have rendered him contemptible to other women. 
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In my opinion, youth ſhould principally be put 


upon taking notice of ſuch paſſages as theſe, whilſt 


they are reading hiſtory, as nothing 1s more capable 


of torming their taſte and judgment, to which the 


care of maſters ought entirely to tend, 
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bill. The Mareſcal had ſcarce caſt his eye upon it, 
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Tis of ſervice alſo to confirm theſe inſtructions by 
examples taken from modern hiſtory, and eſpecially d 
the great men, whoſe memory is ſtill recent. We 
has not heard of M. de Turenne's ſimplicity and mo- 
deſty in his retinue and equipage? © He ſtrives to con. L 
« ceal himſelf,” ſays M. Flechier in his funeral orati. ne 
on, but his reputation diſcovers him. He marche ld 
e without a train of attendants, whilſt every man ia id 
his own mind places him upon a triumphal car. A Fug 
„he paſſes by, the enemies he has conquered ar} Yery 
©« reckoned, and not the ſervants which follow! Tim 
« him. Alone as he is, we imagine him ſurroundel} Prir 
« jn all places with his virtues and victories. Then 
e js ſomething extremely noble in this elegant ſim ux 
e plicity, and the leſs haughty he is, the more vener-| rel 
<« able he becomes.” His character was exactly the fing 
ſame in all reſpects, in his buildings, his furnitunf ud 
and his table. M. de Catinat, the worthy diſcipid ind 
of ſuch a maſter, imitated him in his ſimplicity, um 
well as in his military virtues. ea 

I have heard ſome officers ſay, who had ſerved un.] he 
der theſe two great men, that in the army their ta fin- 

bles were well ſupplied, but with great plainneſs; 
that they were plentiful, but military; that they eas 
only of common food, and drank only of the win mY 
of the country where the troops lay, 

Mareſchal de la Ferte, when no longer able to ſerveP, 
through his great age and infirmities, ordered his ſon 
equipage ior the campaign to be got ready, His ſtewari 
having made ample proviſion of truffles, morelles, and 
all the other materials that were requifite to make e 
cellent ragous, by the ſon's direction, brought in thi 
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before he threw it away in a paſſion, Tis not thus 
„ {aid he, that we made war. Coarſe meat plain 
« dreſſed was all the ragous we had. Go, tell my ſon 
that I will not put myſelf for nothing to ſo fooliſiſ 
« an expence, and ſo unworthy of a ſoldier.” Thi 
I was told by an officer that was preſent. And thi 
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e gentleman obſerved, 
Ecers, that met at Paris, ſeldom entertained them- 
lves with any other food, than ſuch as they had 
[ten during the campaign. 


41 
that in the late war the 


Lewis XIV. in the military code he has left be- 
ind him, which contains divers regulations for the 
Idiery, beſides what relates to plate, equipage, 

$:d dreſs, © particularly recommends plainneſs and 

ugality in eating ; and to this end enters into a 


ry particular detail, and forbids an expenſive and 
mptuous table under ſevere penalties. 


'Thus a 


Prince, who knows how to povern, eaſily compre - 
ends how important it is to the ſtate to baniſh all 


xury and magnificence from the camp; f to ſup- 


Freſs the ſenſeleſs ambition of ſuch as ſtrive to dif- 
nguiſh themſelves ® by a falſe politeneſs, and the 


udy 


of what ſoftens and enervates mankind ; 


ſeipl ind to cover with ſhame ſuch profuſions as con- 
y, ume in a few months what might ſerve for ſeveral 


ears, or be ſo much more nobly 


"_= in relieving 


un be diftreſſes, and promoting the happineſs of man- 
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e Sa Majeſte voulant par toutes 
Foies öter les moins aux officiers 
pencraux de ſes armées de fe con- 
mor en des depenſes inutiles & 
ſuperflues, comme celles qui ſe 
ont en leurs tables, s'étant in- 
roduit une mEchante coutume de 
Faire dans les arm&es des repas plus 
agnifiques & ſomptueux qu'ils 
Te font ordinairement en leurs 
maiſons; ce qui non ſeulement 
ncommode les plus riches, mais 
Tuineentierementles moins accom - 
modes, qui a leur exemple PAR 
UNE FAUSSE REPUTATION, 
rroient &tre obliges de les imiter, 
> « » . Defend ſa Majeſté aux lieu: 
denans gent aux, &c. qui ziendront 


Thi 


% 


8 
* 
4 


. ame 1 


table, d'y faire ſervir 2utre choſe 
que des potages & du 10ti, avec 
des entrees & entremets qui ne 
ſeront que de groſſes viandes, ſang 
qu'il puiſſe y avoir aveunes aſſiet- 
tes volantes ni hors d' uvre, &c. 
Reglemens du 24 Mars 1672, & 
du premier Avril 1705. 

f Ambitione ſtolida luxurioſos 
apparatus conviviorum, & irrita« 
menta libidinum, ut infirumenta 
belli, lucrantur. Tacit, Hiſt, 
ib. 1. cap. 88. 

Eg Pavlatim diſceſſum ad delini- 
menta vitiorum, balnea, & convis 
viorum elegantiam; idque apud. 
imperitos humanitas vocatur, Ta- 
Cit. in vit. Agric, Cap. 21. 


V. Hongurs 


noured by; and the higher they have been railſcd} 4 
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V. Henours. Dignittes. 


Poſts of preferment, and the marks of reſpect ar 
nexed to them, may flatter the ambition and vanit 
of mankind, but in themſelves include no real ploy 
or ſolid greatneſs, as they are foreign to them, as the 
are not always the proof and reward of merit, 3 
they add nothing to the good qualities either of bod 
or mind, as they correct none of our faults, but oft 
on the contrary, ſerve to multiply and make thed 
more remarkable, by making them conſpicuous 
and exhibiting them in a ſtronger light. Thoſe wg 
judge beſt, without ſuffering themſelves to be dazzle -: 
by empty ſhew, have always held dignities as bug 
thens which they were loaded with, rather than ho. 


the heavier and more dreadfu] the weight has appear 
ed. There is nothing ſo ſplendid in the eyes of man 
kind, as royalty and ſovereign power, and nothing a 
the ſame time ſo laborious and oppreſſive. The glory 
which ſurrounds it, makes us with reaſon admiiF 
ſuch perſons as have had the courage to refuſe it;Þ 
and the Jabour and pains which are inſeparable from 
it, make us ſtill more admire ſuch as rightly diy 
charge all the duties of it. 

The young Sidonians, who refuſed the ſceptre which are 
was offered them, well underſtood, as Hephæſtion] lai 
tells them, that it was far mote glorious to deſpiſe, Þ? 
than to accept royalty; * Prima intellexiſtis, quani to 
majus, eſſet regnum faſtidire, quam accipere. And the the 
anſwer of Abdalonymus, whom they had raiſed from pe 
the duſt to a throne, ſuſficiently explains his opinion th 
of it. Alexander aſking him how he had borne hi me 
condition of poverty and miſery ; * Would to God, W 
&« ſays he, I could bear royalty with as much courage 
« and reſolution !”” Utinam, inguit, eodem animo reg i 


k. Q. Curt. lib. 4. n. 1. 


nun 


. 


ct an 
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m pati poſſim ! The phraſe regnum pati, “ to bear 
royalty” is very expreſſive, and plainly ſhews that 
thought it a heavier and more dangerous burden 
an poverty. 


van we ſhall ſee hereafter in what manner the Romans 
glo ere forced to offer violence to Numa Pompilius, the 
5 the cond King of Rome, before he would accept of an 


It, 7 


boch s it gave him an almoſt unlimited power, and under 
ofteg Ne ſpecious title of king and maſter, made him the 
then cual ſervant and ſlave of all his ſubjects, 
nous i Tacitus and Probus, who did ſo much honour to 
W Ihe royal dignity, were both advanced to the empire 
2210S -ainſt their will. The firſt urged his great age and 

bu veakneſs, which made him incapable of marching at 
n hof Ine head of an army; * but the whole ſenate anſwer- 
aiſcch pd, that the empire was entruſted to his underſtand- 
pearſ ing and prudence, and that it was his merit they choſe, 
man and not his body. Anda letter which Probus wrote 
"3 do one of the principal officers of the empire, fully 
6:0F&xplains his real ſentiments. © I never defied, ſays 
mich ke he, the place I poſſeſs; I was raiſed to it againſt 
ſe itg 4 my will, and continue in it only through an ap- 
fron (e prehenſion of expoſing the republick and myſelf 
' UTR to new dangers by deſerting it.“ 

Upon the death of the Emperor Maximilian, there 
hich aroſe very powerful factions in behalf of thoſe who 
tion laid claim to the empire. The two principal compe- 
piſe [fitors were Francis I. and Charles V. The Electors, 
cant! to put an end to theſe diſputes, reſolved to exclude 
| the them both as being foreigners, and to place the im- 
from perial crown upon one of their own nation, and of 
mou the number of the Electors. They therefore unani- 
e hi mouſly choſe Frederick of Saxony, ſurnamed the 
a Wiſe, who deſired two days to cohllder of it; on the 
rege i Vopiſc. in Vit, Probi & Ta- tem facimvs, Tu jube, milites 


Yuthority, which ſeemed to him the more formidable, 


eiti. | pugnent; animum tuum, non Core 
k Quis melius quam ſenex im- 


; % perat? Imperatorem te, non mili- 
Nu, 


pus, eligimus, 


1 Vie de Charles V. par Leti. 
third 
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44 Of the Taſte of ſolid Glory . 
third he thanked the Electors with great modeſty, tr: 
but told them that at his age he found himſelf unab me 
to ſupport ſo great a burden. And continuing firnWoſl 
in this reſolution, notwithſtanding all their remon- vs 
ſtrances, the electors defired he would nominate th rea 
perſon he judged moſt proper, and aſſured him the 
would conform to his advice. Frederick long re., 
fuſed it, but at laſt being forced upon it by the preſ, 
fing inſtances of the electors, he declared in favour; I. 
of the Catholick King. is! 
What we have here ſaid of ſovereign power maj} Fuil 
be applied to all poſts in the ſtate, and all offices off She t 
magiſtracy. The wiſeſt Princes have ſet aſide tie} R 
ambitious, and raifed ſuch as declined employment} mer 
* They ſaw, notwithſtanding the darkneſs of infile. by : 
tity, “ that the republick could only be truſted wich him 
« ſecurity to ſuch as had merit enough to fear the] inn 


© adminiſtration of it.“ 
much care after perſons worthy of the 
of ſtate, that they found men to whom 1t was neceſ- 
fary to uſe violence, before they would accept f 
them, as Pliny obſerves of Trajan. 


All theſe examples prove, that there is nothing 
really great in honours and dignities, but the danger 


which ſurrounds them; that true glory conſiſts in 
knowing how to look upon them with a generous 
comtempt, or in accepting them only for the publick 
good; that ſolid greatneſs conſiſts in renouncing 
greatneſs itſelf; that a man becomes a flave from 


And they enquired with fo writ 
reat offices fam 


St \ 
rc: 
cel 


the moment he is fond of it, and that he is ſuperior 
to it only when he contemns it. 


VI. Fifteries. Nobility of Blood. Abilitis. Repu- 


tation, 


I join all theſe under one title, tho' very different Þ 
in themſelves, becauſe they have all ſomething in them 


m Lamprid, in Vit, Alex. Sever. 


extreme!y 
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et, tremely flattering and deluſive, and ſeem to have 
12bl mewhat more directly per ſonal and peculiar to their 
firnMWofſefſors. But though they are ſo far ſuperior to the 


non. Muantages already ſpoken of, yet ſolid glory and real 

2 the Wreatnels do not however conſiſt in them, 

they | 

re- Vickories. 

preſ. / 

vou If there be any thing capable of exalting man above 

is nature, and giving him a ſuperiority that diſtin- 
mar, Fuiſhes him from the reſt of mankind, it ſeems to 

es off he the glory which reſults from battles and victories, 

the. A prince, a general, marching at the head of a nu- 

ents, nmerous army, whoſe eyes are all bent upon him; who 

fide- / py a ſingle ſignal actuates that vaſt body, of which 

withESimſelf is the foul, and ſets an hundred thouſand arms 
the in motion; who carries terror and conſternation along 

h ſoÞarith him wherever he goes; who ſees the ſtrongeſt 

fices tamparts and higheſt towers fall down before him; 

ceſ-·¶ zt whoſe preſence, in a word, the whole univerſe 


t offtrembling and affrighted keeps ſilence; ſuch a man 
ſeems to be ſomething mighty grand, and to come 

ning] Fery near the Divinity. 

ger] And yet if we coolly, rationally, and without pre- 


s in] zudice examine the famous heroes of antiquity, thoſe 
* Illuſtrious conquerors, we ſhall often find, that this 
lick] glittering ſhew of warlike actions is but a vain phan- 
cingÞ tom, which may impoſe upon us at a diſtance, but 
rom] Fiſappears and vaniſhes in proportion as we approach 
rior Ft; and that all this pretended glory has often had no 
Other principle and foundation, but ambition, avarice, 
njuftice and cruelty. 

epu- This Seneca obſerves of the greateſt warriors, and 
Much as have had the largeſt ſhare in the admiration 
bf all ages. We find, ® ſays he, abundance of heroes, 
rent Who have carried fire and ſword into many nations, 
hem] have ſtormed towns which till their time were held 


2 n Senec, Ep. 94, | 
1c; impregnable, 
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impregnable, have conquered and ravaged vaſt pro 
vinces, and marched to the utmoſt limits of the earth, 
covered over with the blood of all oppoſers. Bu 
theſe conquerors of ſo many nations were themſelye, 
overcome by their paſſions. They found no body tha 
could reſiſt them, but were themſelves unable to re bw. 
fiſt their own ambition and cruelty. 


Can we call the furious diſpoſition of Alexander re 
which led him into diſtant and unknown countries] Piet 
only with a view to plunder them, by any other nam Jon 
than madneſs? Was he wiſe, for depriving every pia 


vate man, every country, of what was moſt dear and 
valuable, and for ſpreading deſolation wherever hz 
came, beginning with Greece, to which he owed hi: 
education? How intoxicated muſt he have been with 
glory, who thought the whole world too little fo: 
him? * He one day aſked a pirate, whom he had taken 
what right he thought he had to infeſt the ſeas. Thai 
% ſame, anſwered he, boldly, that you have to over 
run the world. But becauſe I do it in a ſmall vel 
<« ſe], I am called a robber; and you are named 
© conqueror, for doing it with a great fleet.” A ven 
ſharp anſwer, and what is more, a true one, 
What was it that extinguiſhed in the heart of Cz 
far, all the ſentiments of fidelity, fubmiſſion, juſtice 
humanity, and gratitude he owed to his republic 
which had choſen him from the reſt of the citizens, ti 


advance him to the higheſt command, and laviſh upo# 
him its honours and dignities, but an immoderate am em 
bition, and an illuſion of falſe glory, which inſpire fem 
him with an ardent defire of ſeeing all mankind unde thi 
ſubjection to himſelf, and induced him to ſay, that i 18 
o Eleganter & veraciter Alex- magna claſſe, imperator. A frag n 
andro illi Magno quidam compre- ment of Tully's third book mo 
henſus pirata reſpondit. Nam cum Republ. quoted by S. Aug. de CirWlly 
idem rex hominem interrogaſſet, Dei, lib. 4. c, 4. | ſer 
quid ei videretur, ut mare haberet P Quid C. Cæſarem in ſua fi! 
ipfeſtum; ille libera contumacia: pariter ac publica immiſit? Gf 
quod tibi, inquir, ut orbem terra- ria & ambitio, & nullus ſup! iT 
rum. Sed quia id ego exiguo na- ceteros eminendi modus. Ser N 
vigio facio, latto vocor; quia tu Ep. 94. „ & 


would | 
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ald rather chuſe to be the principal man in a vil- 
e, than the ſecond in Rome ? What other motive 
Bu duced him to turn thoſe very arms againſt his coun- 
elye y, ſhe had put into his hands to be employed againſt 
thal e enemies of the ſtate, and to make uſe of all the 
» re. wer and greatneſs he held only from her, to put her 

the ſword, after having deluged her in the blood of 
1der er children? He doubtleſs thought, as Civilis the 
ried Sicf of the rebels, who endeavoured to ſhake off the 
Roman yoke, expreſſed it, that nothing was unlawful 
$ a man when in arms, nor any body accountable 
ra victory; victoriæ rationem non reddi. 
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ani 

r Every equitable and rational man, who ſhall read 
d hi er attentively all the lives of the famous men amon 
wit de Greeks and Romans, as they ſtand in Plutarch; 
e fo he examines and aſks his own heart the queſtion, 
en ill find, that tis not Alexander or Cæſar he prefers 
Tore all the reſt ; that they were neither the greateſt, 


r the moſt accompliſhed, nor ſuch as did the moſt 
Jonour to human nature; and that he does not judge 
em to be moſt deſerving his eſteem, love, and 
Wneration, nor of the juſt praiſes of poſterity, 

# Beſides, military valour often leaves the men whom 
E@nqueſts have made famous, very weak and mean at 
her times, and with reference to other objects. 
Made up of good and bad qualities, they ſtrive to 
pear great, when expoſed to open view; but return. 
their natural littleneſs, as ſoon as they are left to 


_upoii ene: 
e am emſelves, and the eyes of mankind taken off from 
ſpireſ@<m. Tis ſurprizing, when we ſee them alone and 
undeMithout armies, what a mighty difference there is be- 


veen a general and a great man. 

In order to their paſſing a right judgment upon theſe 
Imous conquerors, 'tis neceſiary to teach youth care- 
lily to diſtinguiſh what is valuable in them from what 
lerves to be cenſured. In doing juſtice to their 


\ Tacit, Hift, lib, 4. e. 14. malt audiebant, Tacit, Hiſt, lib, 
Malis boniſque artibus mix- 1. cap, 10, 
„ &, Palam laudares ; ſecreta 


courage, 


48 Of the Taſte of ſolid Glory 
courage, aCtivity, ability in buſineſs, and prudenc} 4 
they muſt be blamed for frequently miſtaking the ui 
they ſhould have made of thoſe great qualification 
e, employing ſuch talents, as in them ſelves are alwa Vi. 
eſtimable, to the gratification of their vices and paſſion r! 
which ſhould have been made ſubſervient only to vi t 
tue. For want of diſtinguiſhing things ſo different he 
it is but too uſual to confound their real with the! 
pretended motives, the private ends they propoſed t 
themſelves with the means of attaining them, an 
their abilities with the abuſe they have made of the 
and by an error ſtill more pernicious, in ſuffering our 
ſelves to be too much carried away by their great ac 
tions, which have luſtre enough to conceal their vic 
and injuſtice, we pay them an entire and unexception 
able regard, and accuſtom inattentive perſons to plac 
vice in the room of virtue, and highly commend wha 
deſerves to be blamed. Tis the juſtice of the wal 
and the wiſdom of the conqueror alone, which ca 
render a victory glorious and worthy our admiration 
For it muſt be laid down as a principle, that glory an 
Juſtice are inſeparable; * Nihil honeftum eſſe potefſ 
guod juſtitid vocat; and if *tis private paſſion, ani 
not the publick advantage, that puts us upon facing 
dangers, ſuch a diſpoſition does not deſerve the nan 
of courage and reſolution, but ſhould rather be calle 
ferocity and audaciouſneſs. 

v A memorable ſpeech of the Chevalier Bayard 
as he was dying, ſhews the truth of what I have her 
been ſpeaking. He had received a mortal wound, a 
he was fighting for his King, and was lying down a8 
the foot of a tree. The conſtable duke de Bourbon 
who was purſuing the army of the French, paſſing viW' 
and knowing him, told him he was very much con 
cerned to ſee aperſon of his merit in ſuch a condition 


f mem 
Pei 


s Offic, lib. x. n. 62. nomen habeat, quam fortitudizi rum 
t Animus paratus ad 22 Ibid. n. 63. am, 
ſi ſua cupiditate, non uti adar 


itate com- 1 Hiſt, du Cheval. Bayard. 
muni impellitur, audaciæ potius | 
Captains 
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-neel aptain Bayard anſwered him, Sir, there is no concern 
oY te me, for I die like an honeſt man : but I am con- 
ion ned for you indeed, to ſee you fighting againſt your 
war Vince, your country, and your oath. And ſhortly af- 


ion Ir he gave up the ghoſt. Now where lay the glory; 
* the ſide of the conqueror ? or was not the fate of 
ren he dying perſon far preferable to his? 

they 

d ; Nobility of Birth, 

* It muſt be owned there is a powerful charmin no- 


it ac Wre eſteem, and gain upon the inclinations of man- 
viel Find. This reſpect which it is natural to have for 
tion Mobility, * is a kind of hemage we think ourſelves 
plac fill obliged to pay to the memory of their anceſtors 


whal r the great ſervices they have done the ſtate, and 
wall the continued payment of a debt, which could not 
h ci ly be diſcharged to them in perſon; and for this 
ation * extends to all their poſterity. 


7 Beſides the tie of gratitude, which engages us 


ana 
_ Wot to limit our reſpect for great men to the time 
„ an herein they live, as they do not themſelves confine 


cir zeal to ſuch narrow bounds, but ſtrive to become 
eful to future ages; * the publick intereſt requires, 
jat we ſhould pay this tribute of honour and re- 

rd to their deſcendants, as it is an engagement to 
ard' dem to ſupport and perpetuate the reputation of 
e heul eit anceſtors in their family, by endeavouring to 
id, aW'pctuate alto the fame virtues, which have ren- 
wn red their predecellors ſo illuſtrious, 


acing 
nam 
calle 


1rbor „ Erat hominum opinioni no- y Senec, de Benef, lib, 4, cap. 
ing by Pitate ipſa, blanda ccnciliatri- 30. 
con commendatus, Cic, pro = Omnes boni ſemper nobilitati 


. n. 21, favemus, & quia utile eſt reipub- 
dition us in oratione plerique hoc lice nobiles homines eſſe dignos 
Erficiunt, ut tantum majoribus majoribus ſuis, & quia valet apud 

itudinü rum debitum effe videatur, unde nosclarorum hominum, & bene de 
Sam, quod poſteris ſolveretur, re- republica meritorum, memorta e- 


ard, Nadsret. De leg, Agr, ad popul, tiam mortuorum, Cic, pro Sext, 
l. n. 21. 
aptaiſf 11 D But 


ou Hlity of birth and the antiquity of families, to pro- 
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50 Of the Taſte of ſolid Glory | 
But to make this honour, which is paid to nobilit;, 
a real homage, it muſt be voluntary, and proce: 
from the heart. The moment it is claimed as a debt 
or forcibly demanded, the right to it is loſt, andi 
changes into hatred and contempt. People are too well 
pleaſed with themſelves not to be offended at the haugh. 
tineſs of a man, who thinks every thing is due to hin, 
becauſe he is well-born, and looks down from the height 4 
of his rank with contempt upon the reſt of mankind, 
For what mighty glory is it in reality to reckon up: 
long ſeries of anceſtors, illuſtrious by their virtues, with. 
out bearing any reſemblance to them? Is the merit o 
others transferred upon us? Or will a large colleQionf 
of family pictures, hung round a hall, make aman con- 
ſiderable? If the honour of families conſiſts in bein 
able to trace back their pedigree to diſtant ages, til 
they loſe themſelves in the darkneſs of an obſcure and 
unknown antiquity, > we are all equally noble in thi 
reſpect; for we had all an original equally ancient. 
< We muſt therefore return to the only ſource d 
true nobility, which is virtue and merit. 4 Noble 
have been ſeen to diſhonour their name by low and 
abject vices, and perſons of mean extraction have ad 
vanced and ennobled their families by great qua 
lities. "Tis honourable to ſupport the glory of one 
anceſtors by actions, which correſpond with their re. 
putation ; and it is alſo glorious to leave a title t 3 
one's deſcendants, which is not borrowed from cu gn 
predeceſſors ; to become the head and author of ou M 
own nobility ; and, to uſe the expreſſion of Tiberius iſin 
who was deſirous of hiding the defect of birth in geed 
Curtius Rufus, though otherwiſe a very great man, lpnly 
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* zo be born of one's own ſelf. nad 
a Non facit nobilem atrium ple- lib. 3. de benef. cap. 28. l 
num fumoſis imaginibus, . . . Ani- c Nobilitas ſola eſt atque uniciiÞ © 0 
mus facit nobilem, Senec. Ep. 44. virtuos. Juv, lib. 3. fat. 8 1 

d Eadem omnibus principia, « Sencc. controv. 6. Iib. 1. Pobilit 
eademque origo. Nemo altero nd- e Curtius Rufus videtur mihi et illa 
bilior, niſi cui rectius ingenium, ſe natus, Tacit, annal, lib. 11. Weis 1: 
& artibus bonis aptius. Senec, alluſt 
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« | cannot,” ſaid formerly an illuſtrious Roman, 
ho was reproached by the nobility for his low ex- 
action, ©* publickly produce the ſtatues of my an- 
ceſtors, their triumphs, nor their conſulſhips; but 
if need be, I can produce the military rewards I 
have been honoured with, I can ſhew the wounds I 
have received in fighting for my country. f Theſe 
are my ſtatues, theſe my titles to nobility, which I 
have not borrowed from my anceſtors, but acquired 
by the labours and dangers I have undergone.” 
| There was at Rome, in the beginning of the re- 
ublick, a kind of open war between the nobility and 
e people. The nobles at firſt thought themſelves 
Jiſhonoured by marrying into a plebeian family. The 
oked upon themſelves as another ſpecies of men. lt 
emed as if they could not bear that the populace 
ould breathe the ſame air with them, or enjoy the 
me benefit of the ſun's light. And they had ſet ſuch 
barrier between the people and honours, that merit 
was ſcarce able afterward to break through it. There 
Ilways remained ſomething of this oppoſition and an- 
pathy between the two orders; and Salluit obſerves, 
eaking of Metellus, that his excellent qualities were 
lied and tarniſhed by an air of haughtineſs and con- 
&mpt; a fault, ſays he, which is but too uſual among 
te nobility. * Cui quanguam virtus, gloria, atque 
lia optanda bonis ſuperabant, tamen inerat contemptor 
aumus & ſuperbia, commune nobilitatis malum. 
We ſhould therefore conſider, that the nobility a- 
Tiling from birth is by far inferior to that which pro- 


* 


Reeds from merit; and to be convinced of it we need 
nly compare them together. i Pope Clement VIII. 
nade a promotion of ſeveral cardinals, and among the 
eſt he advanced two Frenchmen, M. d'Oſſat, and 
e count de la Chapelle, who afterwards took the 


> f Hzc ſunt meæ imagines, hæc E Liv. lib. 4. n. 3. 
dobilitas, non hæreditate relicta, h Sall. in bell. Jugurth, 
illa illis, ſed que ego plurimis i Vie du Card, d'Offat, par M. 


eis laboribus & periculis quæſivi. Amelot, 
klluſt, in bello Jugurth. 
I can 
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32 Of the Taſte of ſolid Glory Y 
name of cardinal de Sourdis, from the eſtate of U 
family ; the former, a man, in whom the Pope fan Pei 
nothing wanting but a deſcent from a better family, M ot 
was ſo well ſupplied with every other qualification} Wer 
and the other a perſon that had nothing but his f Fel: 
mily to recommend him. Which of theſe two wouf uſt 
one chuſe to reſemble moir ? ho! 

* Cardinal Granville, ſpeaking of cardinal Xin: zm 
nes, was wont to ſay, That time had oft concealed iff Ob" 
original of great men under the weils of oblivion ; i den 
the latter was doubtleſs ſprung from royal bload, or | L 
leaſt he had the heart of a King in the perſon of a pi be 
vate man. for; 

But if it ſhews a greatneſs of ſoul to overlook of Ma 
own nobility, and not ſuffer it to gain the aſcendan lore 
over our actions; we may likewiſe obſerve, that mal 
is no leſs great in ſuch as have raiſed themſelves Vit 
merit, not to forget the meanneſs of their extraction Pro 
nor to be aſhamed of it. Pa! 

Veſpaſian did not only not ſcek to hide it, u. 
would often glory in it; and publickly made a jeſte ſide 
thoſe, who by a falſe genealogy w ould have derne Ain 
his pedigree from Hercules. mo 

m The ſame emperor, without being aſhamed ( plo 
an object which continually renewed the remenſi off 
brance of his original, went conſtantly every yea Muc 
even after he came to the empire, to paſs his ſtynm: ſtra 
in a ſmall country-houſe near Rieti, where he u. you 
born, and to which he would never make any additio prie 
or embelliſhment. His ſon Titus cauſed himſelf t wh 
be carried thither in his laſt illneſs, that he might dn! 
in the place where his father had begun and ended li 
days. » Pertinax, the greateſt man of his age, and ſod bf l 
afterjadvanced to the empire, during the three yea! the 
he tarried in Liguria, lodgcd in his father's houſe ; ak to! 
raiſing a great number of fine buildings around it, 


* Hiſt, de X:men, par M. Fle- m I bid. c. 2, 
chier, liv. 6, n Suet vit. Tit. e. 11. 
1 Suet, in vit. Veſp. c, 12. oe Copitolin, vit. Pert. a 
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| ft the ® cottage in the midſt, an illuſtrious monu- 


Sent of his low birth, and his greatneſs of ſoul. One 
ould think that theſe Princes affected to recal the 
hemory of their former condition, ſo much the great- 
Sls of their perſonal merit (ſenſible it could 
ſtain itſelf ) was above any outward ſupport. In 
hort, we do not ſee throughout the whole Roman 
mpire, that any body ever reproached fhem with the 
db{curity of their original, or abated one tittle of the 
teneration due to their virtues upon this account. 


| | Pope Benedict XII. was the ſon of a miller, whence 


e came to be called the Vite Cardinal. He never 
forgot his former condition : and when he was upon 
marrying his niece, he refuſed to give her to the great 
lords who ſued for her, and married her to a tradeſ- 
man. He ſaid, the Popes ſhould be like Melchiſedeck, 
without relations; and often uſed theſe words of the 


Pall be undefiled, and innocent from the great offence. 

John de Brogni, cardinal de Viviers, who pre- 
ſided at the council of Conſtance as dean of the car- 
Winals, had been a hog-driver in his infancy. Some 


monks paſſing by as he was buſied in that ſorry em- 
ployment, and taking notice of his wit and vivacity, 
offered to carry him to Rome, and bring him up to 


ſtudy. The boy accepted of their offer, and went 
ſtraight to a ſhoemaker to buy a pair of ſhoes for his 
Journey; the ſhoemaker truſted him with part of the 
price, and told him ſmiling, he ſhould pay the reſt 
hen he was made a cardinal. He became a cardinal 
in reality, and was not only notunmindful of his former 
low condition, but took care to perpetuate the memory 
of it. In a chapel he built at“ Geneva, over-againſt 
the gate of St. Peter's church, he cauſed this adventure 
to be carved in ſtone, where he is repreſented young 


p Tabernam, t Progni is a village near An- 
1 Dick. de Moreri, neci, between Chamberi and Ge- 
r Pſ. xix. 13. ne va. 
s Hit. du conc, de Conſtance, u He was for ſome time biſhop 
par J. I'Infant. of that ſee, 
23 and 
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and without ſhoes, Leaping hogs under a tree; ans, 


all around the wall are the figures of ſhoes, to expreſ, 


the favour he had received from the {ſhoemake; !“ 


This monument is {till ſubſiſting at Geneva. 


Talents of the mind. 


How ſplendid ſoever the glory of arms and birtif 


may appear, there is ſtill ſomething which more nearly 
concerns us, which we derive from learning and the 
talents of the mind. This ſeems to be more imme. 
diately our own, and entirely peculiar to us. Ti 
not limited like that of arms to certain times and oc- 
caſions, nor depends upon a thouſand foreign affiſt. 


ances. It gives a man a ſuperiority far more agrecadleſ 


than that which proceeds from riches, birth, or 


employments, as theſe are all external; whereas theſſ 
mind is properly our own, or rather is ourſelves, and 


conſtitutes our very eſſence. | 

Yet it is not the mind alone in which the ſolid 
elf, and adorned with the knowledge of every thing 
that is moſt curious and exquiſite in the ſciences, phi- 


loſophy, mathematicks, hiſtory, the belles lettres, po- 


etry and eloquence, All theſe make a man learned, 
but do not make him good, Y Noh faciunt bones 1/ta, 


fed doctos. And if a man be only learned, what is he 


very often but a vain, obſtinate creature, full of him- 


ſelf, and deſpiſing all others, and in one word, an ani- 
mal of glory? For thus Tertullian deſcribes the moſt ] 


earned among the heathen, animal gloriæ. 

Can any thing be more pitiful, or more contempti- 
ble, than ſuch a man, vainly puffed up with the notion 
of his own learning and abilities, greedy and inſatia- 
ble after praiſe, feeding upon wind and ſmoke, and 
ſtriving only to live in the opinion of others? *Philip, 
the father of Alexander the Great, beautifully expoſcd 


w Senec, Ep. 16. x lian. lib, 12, cap. 51. Athen. I. 7. 
esp. 10. 


the 


glory of man conſiſts. Suppoſe him excellent in him- 


and 


pre 


aker| 


birth 
early 
d the 
me- 
Ti 
1 oc- 
lit. 


able 
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the! 


and 


ſolid 


elſe. 
owning themſelves in the wrong, as the famous? Hip- 


Hippoctates memoriz prodidit, 
more magnorum virorum, & fidu- 


um. Nam levia ingenia, quia ni- 
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e ridicule of this character in a phyſician named 
Ilenecrates, who had the vanity to take upon himſelf 
Se ſurname of Jupiter Servator, upon account of 
me extraordinary cures he had wrought, which he 


ttributed wholly to his own ſkill. Having invited 
im to dinner, he was placed at table by himſelf, on 
Which was ſerved up a veſſel ſmoaking with incenſe. 
he doctor at firſt thought himſelf highly honoured, 
but having nothing to eat during the reſt of the enter- 
tiinment, he ſoon perceived the meaning of the ſmoke 
pf the incenſe ; and thus ſerving for a laughing-ſtock 
o the reſt of the company, he went away hungry 
3 the feaſt with the title of Jupiter, and the ſhame 
he had ſo juſtly deſerved, in aſcribing to his own 
abilities a ſucceſs derived from heaven. 
The honour, therefore, which ſcience and genius 
confers, does not reſult merely from learning, and 
the talents of the mind, but the good uſe made of 
them; and we may truly ſay, that modeſty exalts 
their luſtre and value infinitely more than any thing 


*Tis a pleaſure to fee great-men ſometimes 


pocrates has done in relation to one of the ſutures of 


the ſkull, about which he had been led into a miſtake. 


Such a confeſſion, as* Celſus obſerves, referring to the 


paſſage I am ſpeaking of, argues an uncommon fund 


of merit in the perſon that makes it, and an elevation 
of ſoul which is very ſenſible that ſuch flips are not 


capable of being any prejudice to it; whereas a little 
mind, which cannot diſguiſe its poverty, is careful 


to run no riſque, nor willing to loſe the ſmalleſt 
ſhare of the little it poſſeſſes. 
"Tis a pleaſure alſo to ſee learned men diſputing 


without bitterneſs, anger, or paſhon, as Tully tells 


-hil habent, nikil Ghi detrahunt. 
Magno ingenio, multaque nihilo- 
minus habituro, convenit etiam 
veri erroris ſimplex confeſlio, 
Celſ. lib. 8. cap. 4. 


y Lib, r E. 
* De ſuturis ſe deceptum eſſe 


clam magnarum rerum habenti- 


D 4 us, 
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us, he was diſpoſed to do: Nos & refellere fine pe her 
tinacia, & refelli ſine iracundia, parati ſumus. Ou 
age has furniſhed us with ſeveral inſtances of this vie! 
tue; but had we no other than F. Mabillion, he wou 
do infinite honour to literature. In his diſputes wit]? ect 
the famous Abbe. de la Trape, his mildnefs and mo ea. 
deration, as we all know, gave him a great advan. ad 
tage over his adverſary. There was another, who va #29 
able to diſpute with him as well in point of modeſty a no! 
learning; this was F. Papebrochius, who gave oc e 
ſion to his writing his book de re diplomatica. pub 
I own, ſays this learned jeſuit, in a Latin letter he T 
wrote to F. Mabillon upon this ſubject, which he ga At. 
him leave to publiſh, © that I have no other ſatistac.] ſelf 
« tion in having written upon this matter, than that of 2" * 
« having given you an opportunity of drawing up ſo 
< accurate a performance. *Tis true at firſt F found <0 
« ſome uneaſineſs, upon reading your book, to ſe: 
e myſelf confuted in ſuch a manner, as I knew notÞ * 
* how to anſwer ; but the uſefulneſs and beauty of ſ 
<« valuable a work ſoon conquered my weakneſs; and. 
< overjoyed to ſee the truth ſet in ſo clear a light, | ble 
invited my companion in itudy to ſhare with me in the 
e my admiration. For which reaſon, make no ſcru- 
<« ple, as often as you have opportunity, to declare net 
« publickly, that I am wholly of your opinion.” 
There is an artificial and ſtudied modeſty, which wh 
covers a ſecret pride; but here we have an ingenu- ho! 
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ous ſimplicity, which ſhews plainly it came from ©. 
the heart. I cannot finiſh what I have to ſay upon * 
01 


F. Mabillon, without taking notice that the late 
archbiſhop of Rheims (le Tellier) preſenting him to 
King Lewis XIV. ſaid to him thus, Sir, I have the 
honour to prefent to your Majeſty the moſt learned ard ſor 
moſt modeſt monk in your kingdom. 

Another character ſtill, which is very amiable ina 
man of learning, is to be always ready to let others ] con 
ſhare in his labours, to communicate his remarks to 


a Acad, Queſt, lib, 2. n. 5, 
them, 


_ 
=. 
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per em, to aſſiſt them with his reflections, and to con- 
Jul Fribute to the utmoſt of his power to the perfection of 
vir Ibeir works. I queſtion whether any one ever carried 
oul;þ Ibis point farther than M. de Pillemont. His col- 
with Actions and extracts, which were the fruit of many 
moe. Fears labour, became the property of every one that 
van. had occaſion for them. He was never afraid, as is 
wal too uſual amongſt men of learning, that his works 
ly al ſhould loſe the merit of invention, or the grace of 
<<: Dovelty, by being ſhewn to others before they were 

publiſhed. And the fame praiſe is due to d M. d'He- 
he Fouval. Though a contempt of glory and vain repu- 
5216 tation prevented him from publiſhing any thing him- 
ae. Jelf, yet his zeal for the publick good gave him a ſhare 
at al in almoſt all the works that were ſent abroad in his 
p time, by his communicating to the authors his diſ- 
und coveries, his obſervations, and his manuſcripts. 
| 
- | Reputation, 
of {0 Te: 
and! This is looked upon as the deareſt and molt valua- 
t, l ble treaſure belonging to mankind, even by perſons of 
je in the greateſt probity, and an indifference concerning 
ery it and much more the defpiling it, ſeem abſolutely 
elare not to be admitted, © What can be expected indeed 
from one that is unconcerned about the judgment 
hich & which the reit of the world, and eſpecially men of 
ny. | honeſty, ſhall paſs upon his conduct? 'Tis not only, 
Tom as | ully obſerves, the fign of inſupportable pride and 
pon conceitedneſs, but the mark of having perfectly aban- 
late doned all modeſty, 

6 And yet to be over-ſolicitous after praiſe, to be 
» th Lreedy of it and eager in puſuing it, and to ſeem in 
and ſome meaſure to beg it, inſtead of being the character 
of a great ſoul, is the moſt certain ſign of a vain and 
ina 3 i 3 

3 b Ant. de Vion, auditeur des liquorum. Nam negligere quid de 
comptes, ſe quiique ſentiat, non ſolum arro- 
S t0 © Adhibenda eſt quædam reve- gantis ef, ſed etiam omnino diſ- 


rentia & optimi cvjuſque, & re- ſoluti, Offic, lib, 1. n. 99. 
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light diſpoſition, which feeds upon wind, and take | | 


Of the Taſte of ſolid Oli) 


the ſhadow for the ſubſtance. 


Yet this is the weakneſs of the molt part of man. : 
kind, and ſometimes even of ſuch as are diſtinguiſh} 


ed by peculiar merit, which induces them often to 
ſeek for glory where it is not to be found. 


4 Philip of Macedon was not the moſt ſcrupulous 


in his choice of the means, which were to procuref 
He was fond of every kind} 


him a ſolid reputation. 


of glory, and on every kind of occaſion. He was, 
as an orator, vain of his cloquence, He reckon- 


ed upon the victories his chariots had gained inf 


the Olympick Games, and took great care to have 
them engraved on his. coins. He gave leſſons in 
muſick, and*undertook to correct the maſters of it; 
which occaſioned one of them to make that inge— 


nious anſwer, which, without offence, was very ca- 


pable of ſhewing him his error: God forbid, Sir, 


you ſhould ever be ſoa unhappy as to know theſe ma- 
He himſelf gave a like leſlonſ 


ters better than I do. 
to his ſon, for having ſhewn too much ſkill in mu- 
ſick at an entertainment; Are you not aſhamed, ſays 
he to him, that you can ſing ſo well? In ſhort, there 
are certain branches of knowledge, which are very 
commendable in private perſons, whoſe only buſinel 
it is to follow them, that a Prince ought but ſigh: ly 
to be acquainted with, as it would be beneath hs 
dignity to affect a greater ſkill in them, and as his 
timeought to be taken up in matters of greater weight 
and importance, © Nero, who did not want for wit 
and ſpirit, was blamed for neglecting the occupations 
proper to his ſtation, and amuſing himſelf with cn- 
graving, painting, ſinging, and driving of chariots, 
A Prince, who has a taſte of true glory, does not 
aſpire to ſuch a reputation. He underſtands what it 
is deſerves his application, and from what he ſhould 


d Plut. in vit. Alex. cælare, & pingere, cantus au* te- 

e Nero puerilibus ſtatim annis gimen equorum exercere, 'I ac!!, 
vividura animum in alia detorſit, Annal, lib, 13. cap. 3+ | 

. abſtain; 


not, 
Ilar 


pet 


and 
Was 
he! 
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DF ftain ; and how great an inclination ſoever he may 
ue for the ſciences, even the moſt valuable, he does 
ot give himſelf up entirely to them, but ſtudies them 
Be a Prince, with that ſober and diſcreet mode- 
Stion, which ? Tacitus admired in his father-in- 
bw Agricola, Retinuit, quod eft difficillimum, ex ſapi- 
yrtia modum. 
„ Tully finds a pitiful vanity in the ſecret joy 
hich Demoſthenes felt upon hearing himſelf praiſed 
a poor herb-woman, as he was paſling by. And 
et he himſelf was much fonder of commendation 
han the Greek orator. | 
This he freely owns upon an occaſion where he 
furprizingly deſcribes the effects of human weakneſs. 
He was returning from Sicily, where he had been 


| 3 with a ſtrong imagination that nothing was 


alked of in Italy but himſelf, and that his quæſtor- 
ip was the ſubject of every tongue. Paſſing by Puz- 
oli, whither the baths had drawn abundance of com- 
pany, Is it long, fays ſomebody to him, ſince you 


| ft Rome? Pray what is doing there? I, ſays he in 


great ſurprize, am juſt come from my province. That's 


nete! true, ſays the other, I beg pardon, from Africa. No, 
very anſwers Fully with an air of ſcorn and indignation, 
netzl from Sicily. Why, ſays a third, who pretended to 
hy Know more than the reſt, don't you know that he 
hz bas been quæſtor at Syracuſe ? where indeed he had 
his hot, for his province lay in a different part of the 


land, Tully was quite out of countenance, and to 


wit! bet rid of the affair, threw himſelf into the crowd, 


ions nd ſo marched off: and this adventure, he adds, 


was more uſeful to him, than all the compliments 
he had expected could have been. 


not! And yet it does not appear that he was leſs fond 
at it Nef praiſe afterwards, than he had been before. All 
ould the world knows how carefully he laid hold of every 


. Vit. Agric. cap. 4. * Cic, Orat, pro Plane. n. 64, 
+ Tuſc. Queſt, lib, 5. n. 102. 66. 
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opportunity to talk of himſelf, ſo as to become in. er 
ſupportable. But nothing lets us more into his cha. 
racer than his letter to the hiſtorian Lucceius, in 
which he openly and ingenuouſly diſcovers his weak. fefu 
neſs in this particular. He preſſed him to write the Prai 
hiſtory of his conſulſhip, and publiſh it in his life.] his 
time; to the end, ſaid he, that I may be the bettet yr] 
known, and-perſonally enjoy my glory and reputation Ray 
ut & ceteri viventibus nobis ex libris tuis nos cognoſcant Wits a 
& neſmet ipſi vivi gloriola notra perfruamur, He im. Iſpe 
portunes him not to keep ſcrupuloully to the ſtrid Joi 
laws of hiſtory, but to make ſome allowances to Por 
friendſhip, even at the expence of truth, and not be li 
afraid of ſpeaking more to his advantage, than perhaps | " 
he thought was due. /taque te plane etiam atque etian de v 
rogo, t & ornes ea vehementius etiam quam fortaſſe ſentiñ $* ( 
& :n eo leges hiflorie negligas, . . . amorique noftro pluſ- h 
culum etiam, quam concedit veritas, largiaris. t! 
Such are almoſt all mankind, and often without “ w 
perceiving it themſelves. For, to hear Pully talk, “c 
he was as remote as poſſible from any ſuch weakneſs, “ ( 
Nihil ęſt in me inane, ſays he to Brutus, neque ein“ 1 
debet. No body, ! ſays he again in a letter to Cato,“ v 
Was. ever leſs fond of commendation and the vain ap- 1 
plauſes of the people than I am. Si guifquam fruit un-. 1 
quam remetus & natura, & magis etiam (ut mihi qui- t 
dem ſentire videar) ratione atque doctrina, ab ina V 
laude & fermonibus vulgt, ego is ſum. h 
To comprehend the better how little and mean this. v 
vanity is, we need but open our eyes, and conſidet . o 
how. great and noble is the oppoſite conduct. A few. is 
choice articles, which I ſhall here propoſe, will ſet. o 
the matter in a clear light. * {c 
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I. To bear praiſe with pain, and to ſpeak of cnc 

ſelf with madeſly, 

This virtue, which ſeems to throw a veil over the 

moſt glorious actions, and is careful only to conceal 
i Ep: 12, lib, 5. K Ad Brut. ep. 3. | Ep. 4. lib, ac. ad Famil. 


them 
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in-. em, ferves to ſet them off the more, and give them 


greater luſtre. 
Niger, who took the title of Emperor in the Eaſt, 


fuſed the panegyrick they would have ſpoke in his 
$raiſe, and made himſelf the more deſerving of it by 
| Sis motives for refuſing it. Make, ſays he, a pane- 


+yrick upon the commanders of old, that what they 
ave done may teach us what we ſhould do. For it 
s a jeſt to ſpeak in praiſe of a man that is alive, and 
eſpecially a Prince; it is not to commend him for 
going well, but to flatter him in hopes of a reward. 
For my own part, I ſhould chuſe to be beloved whilſt 


1 live, and praiſed when I am dead. 


| «© Thoſe, ” n ſays M. Nicole in his moral eſſays, 
% who have heard the two greateſt officers of this age 
„(M. le Prince, and M. de Turenne) talk of the war, 


have always been raviſhed with the modeſty of 


their diſcourſe. No body ever obſerved the leaſt 


word to fall from them upon this ſubject, which 


% could be ſuſpected of vanity. 'I hey have been ever 


e ſeen to do juſtice to all the world beſides, and 
$* never to themſelves ; and one would often imagine 


* when they heard them give an account of battles, 
in which their valour and conduct had the greateſt 


e ſhare, either that they had not been preſent, or that 
they had been only idle ſpectators. Thoſe perſons, 
whom we ſee fo full of the occaſions wherein the 

have fignalized themſelves, as to deaſen all the 
world with their accounts of them, as in the cafe 
* of Cicero's conſulſhip, do thereby ſhew, that virtue 
is ſcarce natural to them, and that they have been 
#* obliged to take a great deal of pains towork up their 
#* ſouls to the condition they are ſo glad to appear in. 


But there is far more greatneſs in making no re- 


#* flection upon our greateſt action:, ſo that they may 
#* ſeem to fall from us with no conſtraint, and ſpring 
r the 
nee 
mil. 
em- 


* Second traité de la charite & de l' mour propre, ch. 5, 


«iq 
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« ſo naturally from the diſpoſition of our ſouls, that 


ct 
c it does not obſerve them.“ t h 
. . ” K 
II. Heartily to contribute to the reputation of others. It 
k - | 
Wt 2 


Scipio Africanus, that he might procure his bro- d. 
ther the command in the important war which was to 
be made againſt Antiochus the Great, engaged to Auf 
ſerve under him, as one of his lieutenants. In this um 
ſubaltern poſt, he was ſo far from endeavouring toghic 
divide the honour of the victory with his brother! : 1 
that he made it both a duty and a pleaſure to lee gte. 
the glory of it entirely to him, and to make him his dre 
equal in every reſpect, by the defeat of an enemy no com 
leſs formidable than Hannibal, and by the title of Afi. pron 
aticus, as glorious as that of Africanus. in pe 

* M. Aurelius, from a like delicacy, and as gene- Þyery 
rous a diſregard of glory, denied himſelf the pleaſure What 
of attending upon his daughter Lucilla into the Eaſt, Nis 
whom he married to Lucius Verus, at that time en-Whe « 
caged in the war with Parthia, leſt his preſence ſhould as 
check the growing reputation of his ſon-in-law, and and 
. ſeem to draw upon himſelf the honour of putting an 
end to that important war, to the other's prejudice. 

We know with what fidelity and ſubmiſſion ? Cy- 
rus referred all the glory of his exploits to his uncle N hart 
and father-in-law Cyaxares; with what carefulnels wh 
Agricola, who compleated the conqueſt of Britain, Wwho 
honoured his ſuperiors with all his ſucceſſes ; and he ff 
with what modeſty he gave up part of his own repu-I Gall 
tation, to advance theirs. Abſo! 

Plutarch gives an account of the moderation of poſit 
his conduct in the diſcharge of the commiſſion he was Wome 
entruſted with by his own city, who had ſent him a 

their deputy to the pro-conſul of the province. Hi o 
collegue being obliged to ſtay behind by the way, he .“ 


al T6 
: 3 ; Fc det 

» Liv. 1. 37. q Tacit. in vit. Agricol. t A 
o Vit, M. Aurel. | r Plut, in prac, reip. ger. is, & 
5 Xenopb in Cyrop, | | , & 


I diſcharge: 
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ba charged the commiſſion alone, and ſucceeded in it. 
t his return, when upon the point of giving a pub- 
k account of his deputation, his father adviſed him 


5. F abt to ſpeak of himſelf in his own name as ſingle, 
Kt as though his collegue had been preſent, and they 
2ro- ¶ ad concerted and executed the whole together. And 


sto s motive far giving him this wiſe advice was, be- 
of guſe * ſuch a procedure was not only equitable and 
this gumane, but would leſſen the glory of the ſucceſs, 
to Fhich uſually afflicts and enflames envy, 
her What Tully ſays of the perfect union which ſub- 
eave ſſted betwixt him and Hortenſius, and the mutual 
his bare they took to aſſiſt one another at the bar, to 
nog communicate reciprocally what they knew, and to 
Ali- promote each other's credit, is a very rare example 
n perſons of the ſame profeſſion, and at the ſame time 


-ne- very worthy of imitation. 


uv An hiſtorian obſerves, 


ſure that Atticus their common friend was the band-of 
aſt, Wthis intimate union; and it was by h's means that 
en- che emulation of glory, in theſe two famous orators, 
ould vas not impaired by any mean ſentiments of envy 


and jealouſy. 


' * Ob yap judvoy Emirint; T3 Toe 
TOY x NAH er ,totv, GANG 
ai T6 AuF6y Tov 0croy apayet 
vs ng. , 

| © demper alter ab altero adju- 
„ & communicando, & monen- 


. & favendo. . 
rect do. Brut, n. 3 


Lælius, the intimate friend of the ſecond Scipio, 
had twice pleaded in a very important cauſe, and the 
Judges had twice ordered a more ample enquiry. The 
2 exhorting him not to be diſcouraged, he per- 


© 


ſuaded them to put their affair into the hands of Galba, 
who was a fitter perſon than he to plead for them, as 
de ſpoke with more force and vehemence. In ſhort, 
Galba, at a ſingle hearing, carried all the voices, and 
tiolutely gained his caule. 
polition in point of reputation muſt be owned to have 
ſomething very great in it. But, ſays Cicero, it was 


Such a diſintereſted diſ- 


u Efficiebat, ut inter quos tanta 
laudis eſſet æmulatio, nulla in- 
tercederet obtrectatio, efletque ta- 
lium virorum copula, Corn, Nep. 
in vit. Attic, cap, 


De clar. orat. n. $5—88, 
then 
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then cuſtomary to do juſtice to another's merit with. 
out ſcruple. Erat omnino tum mos, ut faciles efſent 1 
ſuum cuique tribuendo. 1 
I have always admired the ingenuity and candouſ 
of Virgil, who was under no apprehenſion, by intro. 
ducing Horace to Mzcenas, of railing himſelf a riyal, 
that might contend with him for wit and genius; and 
if not entirely carry away, at leaſt divide with hin 
the favours and good graces of their common protec. hg 
tor, But, ſays Horace, we do not live thus at M Hate 
cenas's. Never was houſe more removed from ſud int 
mean ſentiments than his, nor a purer and more no- ju 
ble manner of living any where practiſed. The mem ro 
and credit of one never gives offence to another, = 
Every one had his place, and was content with it. gave 


Non iſto vivimus illic, Bill 
Drs tu rere, modo, Domus hac nec purior ulla «jt, Nov 
Nec magis his aliena malts. Nil mi officit unquam, Mice, 
Ditior hic, aut eft quia doctior. Eft locus uni to di 


Cuique ſuus . 


III. To facrifice his exon reputation fer the good ili 
the publick, 


y There are ſome occaſions, in which an hone f T. 
man is obliged to ſacrifice his reputation to preſ-r1:M 
his virtue; to give up his glory for a time, that che 
may not part with his conſcience, and march wie p 


a firm reſolution where duty calls him amidſt reproaciWpo1 
and infamy, by courageouſly deſpiſing the contemp ſgu 
thrown upon him. Nothing is a greater ſign of hic 
te f 

* Horat. ſat, 6. lib. 7. viri famam perdidit, ne conſcie Hat 

y ZEquiſſimo animo ad honeſ- tiam perderet. Senec, ep. 81. l, f 
tum conſilium per mediam infami- ZEquo ani mo audienda ſunt im nd 


am tendam, Nemo mihi videtur peritorum convicia, & ad honeſi | 
pluris æſtimare virtutem, nemo illi vadenti contemnendus eſt iſte co In 
magic eſle devotus, quam qui boni temptus. Id. ep. 76. Li 


7) ß 
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th eady adherence to virtue, than a ſacrifice ſo generous, 
t u id at the ſame time ſo repugnant to human nature. 
E : Plutarch obſerves that Pericles, at a time when 
douf Il the citizens were crying out againſt him, and 
tro Faming his conduct, like an able pilot, who in a 
van Form regards only the rules of his art for ſaving the 
ani pip, and overlooks the cries, lamentations and pray- 
hin Is of all around him; that Pericles, I ſay, after hav- 
tec · ¶ g taken all poſſible precaution for the ſecurity of the 
Ma.] gate, purſued his own ſcheme without troubling 
ſuchf imſelf about the murmurs, complainings, threats, 
no- jurious ballads, railleries, inſults, and accuſations 
neri brown out againſt him. | 
ther **'T was a good piece of advice the wiſe Fabius 
it. gave to the conſul Paulus Emilius, as he was ſetting 
gut for the army. He exhorted him to deſpiſe the 
Billeries and unjuſt reproaches of his collegue, to be 
% Hove any reports that might be raiſed to his preju- 
1m, Nice, and diſregard all the pains that might be taken 
t diſgrace or diſhonour him. 
Fabius himſelf acted in the ſame manner in the 
war againſt Hannibal, and ſaved the commonwealth, 
Notwithſtanding the great inſult he received from 
% Minucius, he reſcued him from the hands of Hanni- 
al, *ſetting aſide his reſentment, and conſulting only 
Ws zeal for the publick good. 
one Theſe examples are well known, but are ſcarce 
:(-rvſWllowed by any body in theſe days. Men are not at- 
at nached to the. ſtate 4 any real ties, they often ſerve 
vie publick out of a view to their private intereſt. 
roac pon the leaſt diſguſt they quit the ſervice ; and this 
temp guſt is often founded upon a falſe notion of honour, 
1 of aich takes offence at a very juſt preference. There 
te few who talk and think like the Lacedæmonian, 
nſcioWat ſeeing himſelf left out of the new erected coun- 
- 31 Wil, ſaid, he was overjoyed to find there were threo 


unt im g f . 
none hundred better men in the city than himſelf, 
iſte co In vit. Pericl. publicam, dolorem ultionemque 


Liv. lib, 22. n. 34. ſepoſuit. Senec. lib, 1. de ira, 
ſtead e Habuit in conſilio fortunam cap, 11. 
* Ee r. 
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S 
Wherein ſolid glory and real greatneſs conſe. 


Whatever is external to a man, whatever may h 
common to good and bad, does not make him tru, 
eſtimable; we muſt judge of men by the hear 
From thence proceed great deſigns, great ation; 
great virtues. Solid glory, which cannot be imitate 
by pride, nor equalled by pomp, reſides in perſon! 
qualifications and noble ſentiments. To be good, l 
beral, beneficent, and generous; to value riches on 
ly for the ſake of diſtributing them, places of honou 
for the ſervice of our country, power and credit to 
in a condition to ſuppreſs vice and reward virtue; t 
be really good without ſecking to appear fo; to bex 
poverty nobly, to ſuffer injuries and affronts with pz 
tience, to ſtifle reſentment, and to do every good off 
to an enemy when we have it in our power to be WM 
venged of him; to prefer the publick good to even 
thing; to ſacrifice our wealth, repoſe, life, and fame 
if neceſſary to it: theſe make a man truly great arſe 
eſtimable. | 

Take away probity from the moſt ſhining action 
the moſt valuable qualities, and what are they bu 
objects of contempt ? Are the drunkenneſs of Alex 
ander, the murder of his beſt friends, his inſatiadiW 
thirſt of praiſe and flattery, and his vanity in deſiring 
to paſs for the ſon of Jupiter, © though he did not be 
lieve it himſelf; are theſe conſiſtent with the charac 
ter of a great Prince]! When we ſee Marius, and 28 
ter him Sylla, ſhedding torrents of Roman blood is 
the eſtabliſhment of their own power, what regal 
can we pay their victories and triumphs ? 


© Omnes, inquit Alexander, ju- vulnus hoc hominem me eſſe cl 
rant me Jovis eſſe filium; ſed mat. Senec, ep. 59, | 


U 


* 
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On the other hand, when we hear the Emperor 
itus utter that celebrated expreſſion, * My friends, 
E have loſt a day, becauſe he had done good to no 
bdy ; © and another, upon being preſſed to ſign a 
harrant for execution, ſaying, { wiſh I could not write 5 
the Emperor Theodoſius, after having ſet the pri- 


c * by % . M * 

Co ners at liberty on an Eaſter-day, Mould to God, I 
ear % alſo open the graves, and give life to the dead; 
ion hen we ſee a young Scipio courageouſſy ſurmounting 
. 15 * 


tau pamon, which ſubdues almoſt all mankind ; and 
en another occaſion giving lectures of continence 
g. Fa wiſdom to a young Prince, who had ſwerved 

m his duty; when we ſee a tribune of the people, 
declared enemy of this Scipio's, loudly to take upon 
Im his defence againſt the unjuſt accuſers, who had 
@nf{pired his deſtruction ; fand laſtly, when we read 
hiſtory any actions of liberality, generoſity, diſin- 
reſtedneſs, clemency, or forgetfulneſs of injuries, is 
in our power to deny them our eſteem and admi- 
tion, and do we not ſtill find ourſelves affected af- 
r ſo many ages with the bare recital of them? 
Our hiſtory ſupplies us with abundance of beauti- 
| expreſſions and actions of our Kings, and many 
ther great men, which ſhew us plainly wherein true 
gandeur and ſolid glory conſiſt. 


'S Of 
non 
to be 
ei il 
ben 
h pv 
off 
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* 8 1f /incerity and truth were baniſhed the reſt of the 
Alen th, & ſaid John I. King of France, when ſolicited 
tab break a treaty, they ought to be found in the heart 
Grid bd mouth of Kings. 


Ii belongs not, ® ſaid Lewis XII. to a courtier, who 
geſſed him to puniſh a perſon that offended him be- 
gre he came to the throne, it belongs not to the King 


ot be 
harac- 
nd at 
od fo 


eva b Lew perdid, Suet, in nefatis? r . . . An obliviſcamur 


b Titi, n. 8. quantopere in audiendo legendoque 
* Vellem neſcire literas, Senec. moveamur, cum pie, cum amice, 
2. de Clem, cum magao animo aliquid factum 
Luis eſt tam diſſimilis homini, cognoſcimus? Lib. 5, de fin. n. 52, 


] fe cl : 
C non moveatur & offenſione g Mezerai, 


Neitudinis, & comprobatione ho- k Ibid. 


0 


of 
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of France to revenge the injuries dene to the due 5 


U! 
Orleans. fl 
i Francis I. after the battle of Pavia, wrote a le ar 


ter to the regent his mother in theſe few word ae 
Madam, all is loft but our honzur. "This was to thin 
and write like a King indeed, who in compariſon 
his honour makes light of every thing beſide. 171 

* And when ſhameful conditions were demanded i 
him for his liberty, he ordered the Emperor's agent s! 
let his maſter know, that he was reſolved rather to per 


all his days in priſon, than diſmember his dominion »73 
and to add, that tho' he ſhould be ſo baſe as to dogs: 
he was ſure his ſubjects would never conſent to it ſa 


! Inſtead of bearing ill- will to Francis de Montelcfh 
who was the only lawyer of his time, that venturi w 
to plead in favour of Charles de Bourbon againſt F T 
cis I. and Louiſa of Savoy his mother, he valued hi tr 
the more for it, made him attorney-general, then pri 
ſident au Mortier, and at laſt keeper of the ſeals. Þ 

m As Henry IV. was reproached with the litt 


je 
power he had in Rochelle, 7 do, ſays he, in that toi pi 
whatever I pleaſe, by doing only what I ought. bur 
Our magiſtrates, upon ſeveral occaſions, have guy du 
proof of what“ Tully ſays in his Offices, that the pj: 
is a domeſtick and private courage of no leſs va ect. 
than military valour. Achilles de Harlai, prem po, 
prefident, being threatened by the ſeditious with to 
immediate capital puniſhment, (theſe are the auth ba 
terms) I have neither head nor life, ſays he, u th 
I prefer to the love of God, the ſervice of my KW th 
and the good of my country, The day the battle of ire 
Barrides was fought, he gave no other anſwer to nt 
inſults and menaces of the principal authors of E 
league, than theſe commendable words: My oll ich 
God's, my heart the king's, and my body in the h\aWMonc 
her 
i P. Daniel, n Sunt domeſticæ fortitudin r{t | 

k ibid. non inferiores militaribus. 0 


Ste Marthe liv, 5. de ſes eloges. lib. x. n. 18. 
m Hiſt, 'Aubigne, * Hiſtoire des prem, preſ. 
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ike WB violent men, to do with it what they pleaſe. d When 
ch le Clerc had the boldneſs to enter the grand- 
lei amber, and read the liſt of thoſe he ſaid he had 
orders to arreſt, and named the premier preſident and 
thi or twelve more, all the reſt of the company roſe 
on d, and generouſly followed them to the Baſtile. 
Tis well known, that the premier preſident Mole, 
led fg a popular inſurrection, without any dread of loſing 
ent ils life, went and ſhewed himſelf to the populace, 
pen d put a ſtop to the mutiny by his ſingle preſence. 
ion is of him that Cardinal de Retz writes thus in 
dos memoirs, If it were not a kind of blaſphemy to 
» it WG ſay there is one in our age more intrepid than the 
tel great Guſtavus, and M. le Prince, I would ſay it 
atuuß was the premier preſident Mole.” 
Fra This reſolution is the leſs aſtoniſhing in the ma- 
d bifftrates of a parliament, whoſe peculiar character is 
M inviolable fidelity to their Kings, and an invin- 
ble courage in the greateſt dangers. But can we ſuf- 
Pentiy admire the extraordinary generoſity, which 
ſpired the townſmen of Calais with love to their 
gountry, and a view to the ——— good? The town 


ge duced by famine to the laſt extremity, offered to 
t the pitulate. The King of England, 4 provoked at 


eir holding out fo long, refuſed them quarter, except 
remSgon this ſole condition, That fix of the principal 
vith 8 townſmen, with their heads uncovered, their feet 
utho bare, and halters about their necks, ſhould bring him 
, 0/8 the keys of the town and caſtle in their hands; 
Kin that upon theſe he would execute his pleaſure, and 
2 of receive the reſt to mercy.” When they had aſ- 
" to Embled the town, one of the chiefeſt townſmen, nam- 
of . Kd Euſtace de St. Pierre, began to ſpeak; and he ſpoke 
; ſou With a courage and reſolution, which would have done 
be haWMonour to the ancient Roman citizens in the days of 
Bic republick; he ſaid, that he offered himſelf to be the 
it victim for the ſafety of the reſt of the people, 


rtitudin 
us, On | 


P Mezerai. 4 P. Daniel. 


preſ. 


and 
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and that rather than ſee his fellow-countrymen periſ 
by hunger and the ſword, he would be one of the, 
that ſhould be given up to the King of England 
vengeance. Five others, encouraged by his diſcourlh 
and example, offered themſelves with him. The 
were conducted in the equipage preſcribed, amid| 
the confuſed cries and lamentations of the peopl:i 
The King of England was inclined to execute then 
but the Queen, touched with compaſſion, and break 
ing out into tears, threw herſelf at his Majeſty's fee 
and obtained their pardon. | 
When the great Conde commanded the Spanil 
army in Flanders, and laid ſiege to one of our town; 
a ſoldier being ill treated by a general officer, an 
ſtruck ſeveral times with a cane for ſome diſfreſpetW$ 
ful words he had let fall, anſwered very coolly, th 
he ſhould ſoon make him repent of it. Fifteen day 
after, the ſame general officer ordered the colonel of 
the trenches to find him cut a bold and intrepid felloy 
in his regiment for a notable piece of work he want 
to be done, for which he promiſed a reward of a hun- 
dred piſtoles. The ſoldier we are ſpeaking of, wi 
paſſed for the braveſt in the regiment, offered hi 
ſervice, and taking with him thirty of his comrade 
of whom the choice was left to himſelf, diſcharge 
his commiſſion, which was a very hazardous one, 
with incredible courage and ſucceſs. Upon his return 
the genera] officer highly commended him, and gar 
him the hundred piſtoles he had promiſed. The ſch 
dier preſently diſtributed them among his comrade n, 
ſaying, he did not ſerve for pay, and demanded onen. 
that if his late action ſeemed to deſerve any recom if 
pence, they would make him an officer. Ard nu 
Sir, adds he to-the general officer, who did not kno ! 


r The buſineſs was to know, himſelf inte the covered way, 4 V. 
before they made a lodgment, charged his commiſſion ſo welhlle 
whether the enemy were under- that he brought off the hat 1W 11 
mining the glacis. The ſoldier as inſtruments of one of the min c. 
ſoon as it was night, throwing whom he had killed in the mi" l 
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4440 
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er n, I am the ſoldier you abuſed ſo much fifteen days 
® 1 , ond I told you, I would = o — TT The 
lane geral officer in great admiration, and melting into 
oui ars, threw his arms around his neck, begged his 
The rdon, and gave him a commiſſion that very day. 
mid Phe great Conde took a pleaſure in telling this ſtory, 


the braveſt action in a ſoldier he had ever heard of. 


cop 

Nu. had it from a perſon to whom M. le Prince, the 
rea eat Conde's ſon, has often told it. 

fee The ſame cannon-ball that killed M. Turenne, car- 


d off an arm from M. St. Hilaire, lieutenant-gene- 
of the artillery. His ſon breaking out into tears 
d lamentations, Held your tongue, child, ſays he to 
Im, and pointing to M. de Turenne, as he lay dead, 


Janil 
OWny 


„ ant 

ſpe Wrre's proper ſubject for your tears. 

„tha I have already ſpoke of the famous Henry de 
1 da eſmes, one of the moſt illuſtrious magiſtrates of his 


nel o 
fellon 


rante 


me. The King (Henry II. if I am not miſtaken) 
ving offered him the place of advocate-general, he 
wok the liberty to repreſent to his majeſty, that the 


hun ace was not vacant. It is, anſwered the King, be- 
wh uſe I am diſſatisfied with the perſon that fills it. 
ed hie me, Sir, anſwered Henry de Meſmes, after 


Bving modeſtly ſpoke in defence of the perſon ac- 
ed, I had rather tear up the ground with my nails, 
Eu enter into that poſt through ſuch a gate. The 
ing gave ear to his remonſtrance, and continued 
de advocate-general in his place; who coming the 
ext day to thank him for the ſervices he had done 
Im, Henry de Meſmes would ſcarce accept of his 
Knowledgments for doing, what he ſaid was an 
diſpenſible duty, and which he could not have omit- 
K without diſgracing himſelf for ever. 
A preſident a Mortier * had thoughts of quitting his 
bit, in hopes of procuring it for his fon. Lewis 
LV. who had promiſed M. Peletier, then comp- 
a "W!!er-general, to give him the firſt that fell, offered 
e lah EF Memoires Manuſcrits, quoted already in the firſt volume. 
e Mir Cl. Peleterii vita. 
him him 
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M. Peletier, after making his moſt hun 


72 

him this. 
ble acknowledgments, added, that the preſident v e. 
had quitted had a ſon, and his Majeſty had ever bei Pit 
well ſatisfied with the family. “I am not uſed to i | 


„ anſwered thus,” replies the King, in ſurprize at hi 
conduct and generoſity, „well you ſhall have t 
next then.” Nor did he wait long for it; f 
within two years after, M. le preſident le Cojg 
nieux dying without a ſon, ſo noble a difintereſtet 
neſs was rewarded. 

And here I muſt aſk, when we read of ſuch ad 
ons, can we poſtibly reſiſt the impreſſion they mak 
upon our hearts? It is this voice and teſtimony q; 
an upright, ſtanch, and pure nature, not yet corrupt 
ed by ill examples and bad principles, which ſhoull 
be the rule of our judgments, and is in a manner thi 
baſis of this taſte of ſolid glory and real greatneſs | 
am now ſpeaking of. And 'tis our buſineſs to atten! 
folely to this voice, conſult it in all things, and con 
torm to its dictates. 

I know very well that ſomething elſe is requiſit 
beſides precepts and examples, to make a man thus (u 
perior to the ſtrongeſt paſſions, and that God alone ca 
inſpirehim with theſe ſentiments of nobleneſs and gran 
deur, as the heathens themſelves inform us. Bonis u 

fine Deo nemo eft. An poteft aliguis ſupra fertunam, ni); 
Illo adjuius, exurgere? Ille dat conſilia magniſica & ere 


« But we cannot too much inculcate theſe principles ie 
to youth; and it were to be wiſhed they could nere 
hear any other diſcourſe, and that theſe precepts wei. 
continually ſounded in their ears. The principal fi do 
IND : „aer 
s Que diſciplina ed pertinebat, quidquam aliud audire, Cic, 1 5. 
ut ſincera & integra, & nullis 3. offic. n. 5 Y 
privitatibus detorta uniuſcujuſque w Omnium honeſtarum reti T4 
natura, toto ſtatim pectore arripe- ſemina animi gerunt, quæ adm I 
ret artes boneſtas. Dialog. de o- nitione excitantur: non auff 
ratoribus, cap. 28. | quam ſcintilla flatu levi adjuta ! Senia, 
t Senec. ep. 41. nem ſuum explicat. Senec ep. tet 
u Conducere arbitror talibus au- Hæc eſt ſapientia, in natural let ar 
res tuas vocibus undique circum- converti, & eo reſtitui, unde pub ag 
ſonare, nec eas, fi fieri poſſet, licus error expulerit, Ibid, * hy 
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hiſtory is to preſerve and invigorate thoſe ſenti- 
ents of probity and integrity we bring into the world 
ich us; or, if we have ſwerved from them, to draw 

back by degrees, and re-kindle in us thoſe precious 
arks, by frequent examples of virtue. * A maſter 
Fell ſkilled in directing the genius, which is the prin- 
$pal province, will omit no opportunity of inſtilling 
to his ſcholars the principles of honour and equity, 
d of exciting in them a fincere love of virtue, and 


nder and tractable, and corruption has not taken 
ep root in them, the truth more eaſily finds en- 
ance into their minds, and fixes itſelf there without 
ficulty, if ever ſo little aſſiſted by the maſter's wiſe 
flections, and ſeaſonable counſels. 
When, upon every point of hiſtory read to them, 
& at leaſt upon the brighteſt and moſt important, 
ey are aſked what they think, what ſeems beautiful, 


Wreat, and commendable, and on the contrary what 
Wameable and contemptible, it ſeldom happens but 


buth anſwer juſtly and rationally, and paſs a ſound 
nd equitable judgment upon whatever is propoſed to 
hem. Tis this anſwer, this judgment, which, as 
have already ſaid, is in them the voice of nature and 
ht reaſon, and cannot be ſuſpected becauſe not ſug- 
ited, that becomes in them the rule of a good os 


| Fich reſpect to ſolid glory and true greatneſs. When 


bey ſee a Regulus expoſing himſelf to the moſt cruel 


rments, rather than break his word; a Cyrus and a 


eipio making a publick profeſſion of continence and 
iſdom; all the ancient Romans, ſo illuſtrious and 
generally eſteemed, leading a poor, frugal, and ſober 

e; and on the other hand, ſce actions of treachery, 


x Civitatis rectorem decet ..., y Facillime tenera conciliantur 


bis, K his mollioribus, curare ingenia ad honeſti rectique amo- 
genia, ut facienda ſuadeat, cu- rem, Achuc docilibus, leviterque 
utatemque honeſti & æqui con- corruptis, injicit manum veritas, 
jet animis, faciatque vitiorum ſi advocatum idoneum nacta eſt. 
um, pretium virtutum, Sen. Senec, ep. 108. 

. 1. de ira, cap, 5, 


Vol. III. | E 


debauchery, 


Phorrence of vice. Y As they are of an age as yet 
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is beneficent and liberal; nor 
power, but with a view to do good, and in imitationd 
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debauchery, diſſoluteneſs, low and ſordid avarice, jt 


great and conſiderable perſons, they heſitate not a ms. 

ment to pronounce in favour of the ſide they ought, . 
= Seneca, ſpeaking of one of his maſters, ſays, tha 7 

when he heard him diſcourſe of the advantages if 1 


poverty, chaſtity, ſobriety, and a conſcience pure ant 
unblameable, he went away from his lectures, ens. 
moured of virtue, and filled with horror for vice 
And this is the effect hiſtory muſt produce, whe 
well taught, | 

We muſt therefore be careful to make youth atten. 
tive to the excellent leſſons even paganiſm affords, 
a which ſets no value upon whatever is external ant 
adventitious, ſuch as wealth, honours, and magni- 
ficence; Y and even in man eſteems and admires only 
the qualities of the heart, that is to ſay, probity and 
virtue; © which are of ſo glorious a nature, that the 
honour, dignify, and exalt whatever approaches, 
ſurrounds them, even poverty, miſery, exile, impri- 
ſonment, and torture. Tis virtue alone which fixes 
the price of every thing, and is the ſole ſource of ſoli 
glory and real greatneſs. According to the principle 


of paganiſm, Ja Prince is 8 ſo far great, as he 
ould he think of hi 


= Ego certe, cum Attalum au- 
dierem, in vitia, in crrores, in ma- 
Ja vitæ perorantem, ſæpe miſer- 
tus ſum generis humani, Cùm 
vero commendare paupertatem eœ- 
perat . . . ſæpe exire è ſchola pau- 
peri libuft. Cum ceperat volup- 
tates noſtras traducere, laudare 
caſtum cerpus, ſobriam menſam, 
puram mentem, non tantum ab il- 
licitis voluptatibus, ſed etiam ſuper- 
vacuis, libebat circumſcribere gu 
Jam & ventrem. Senec. ep. 108. 

Quiĩeꝗuid eſt hoc quod circa nos 


ex adventitio fulget, honores, o- 


pes, ampla atria , .. alieni ccm- 
modatique apparatus funt, Sente. 
conſol, ad Marc, cap 10, 


b Nec quicquam ſuum, niſi it 
putet eſſe, ea quoque parte qua me- 
lor eſt, Id de Conſt ſap, cap. 6. 

c Quicquid att'git virtus, in h- 
militudinem ſui adducit & tingit: 
actiones, amicitias, interdum do- 
mos totas, quas intravit diſpoſu- 
itque, condecorat : quicquid trac 
tavit, d amabile, conſpicuum, ni Sr 
rabile facit. Id. ep. 60. the! 

« Proximum diis locum ten! 
qui ſe ex deorum natura gerit, be 
neficus, ac largus, & in meli 
potens. Hæc affectare, hæc im 
tari de cet: maximum ita haben 
ut opt mus fimul habeare, Senee 
lib, 1. de Clem, cap. 10. 


1 
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a ge Gods, to place the title of 5% before that of 
mo %:; JuriTER OpTimus Maximus. He ſhould 
Fcfer the tender name of e father of his country to 
the pompous titles of the invincible, the trium- 

er, the thunderbolt of war, the conqueror, titles 
" 2 ſo fatal to mankind, and call to mind that 


is the protector and father of his ſubjects, and that 
Is moſt ſolid glory, as well as his moſt eſſential 
Wity, is to do his utmoſt to make them happy. 

One would think, nothing could be added to theſe 
ble ideas, which the pagans give us of human power 
Wd greatneſs, or to the examples of virtue, which I 
bve quoted above in ſuch great abundance, But let us 
"Wear what a wiſe man ſays, who was brought up, not 
the ſchool of Plato or Socrates, but of Jeſus Chriſt, 
mean St. Auguſtin, who, after having drawn the 
Paracter of a great prince, teaches us, by one cir- 


* 
= 


to them with ſuch Princes as are worſhippers of de- 
vils. But we call them great and happy, when they 
make juſtice to flouriſh, and amidſt the praiſes that 
are given them, and the homage paid them, do not 
grow proud, but remember they are men; when 
they ſubmit their power to the ſovereign power of 
the King of kings, and make it ſubervient only to 
the advancement of true religion; when they fear 


hc im Cztera cognemina honori data que poſt illos reponens. Senee. 
a habet... , Patrem quidem patriz lib. 1. de Clem. cap. 14. 
e. Sent @ellimus, ut ſciret datam ſibi S. Aug de civit, Dei, lib. 5. 
. eſtatem patriam, quz eſt tem- cap. 24» | 
t:\Þma, liberis conſulens, ſoa - 
1 E 2 9 God, 


>» "{Wimſtance that he adds to the deſcriptions of the an- 
* jents, wherein ſolid glory conſiſts, and how far 
ry pbriſtianity ſurmounts the pagan virtues, of which 
&- " tide and vanity were the ſoul and principle. 

DE We do not call Chriſtian Princes great and 
xy 1 happy,“ f ſays this father, ſpeaking of the Emperors, 
- bor having reigned long, or for dying in peace, and 
non aß leaving their children behind them on the throne, 
ni  for having conquered the enemies of the ſtate, or 
. ſuppreſſed ſedition, advantages which are common 
3, ioh 


e tingit! 
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„God, love him and worſhip him; when they vale, 


„ not their kingdom in compariſon of him, vine 
* whom they have no rivals nor enemies to appr e. 
« hend; when they are flow to puniſh and ſwift | h 
<« pardon; when they puniſh only for the good Mur 


the ſtate, and not the gratification of their pad, 
<« ſonal revenge, and pardon only from the hope Made 
amendment, and not to grant impunity to crime eir 
«© when, being obliged to uſe ſeverity, they temp W 
it with ſome action of mildneſs and clemencWtcs, 
„ when they are the more reſerved in their pleafurgipi 
« from being the more at liberty to indulge then{WWar: 
* ſelves in them; when they rather chuſe te cod 
mand their paſſions, than to govern all the natio 
£ of the world; AND WHEN THEY DO ALL THI; 
© THINGS, NOT FROM VAIN=-GLORY, BUT TH! 
© LOVE OF ETERNAL HAPPINESS.” 
"T'was not in the power of paganiſm to inſpire ſud 
noble ſentiments, and at the ſame time ſo pure fro ws 
all ſelf-love and vain-glory. Haec omnia faciunt, hl 
propter ardorem inanis gloria, ſed propter caritatem ji 
licitatis æternæ. Nothing but the ſchool of Chi 
was capable of raiſing man to ſo high a degree 
perfection, as to make him abſolutely forget him 
in the midſt of the greateſt actions, that he might 
fer them only to God, wherein his entire greatue 
and glory conſiſts. For whilſt a man centers eve 
thing in himſelf, let him make what efforts he will! 
appear great, and exalt himſelf, he continues {111} wh! 
he is, that is, meanneſs and nothing, and can only bi 
come great and exalted, by uniting himſelf to hin 
who is the ſole ſource of all glory and greatneſs. 
Hence aroſe that innumerable multitude of Chriſtia 
heroes of every condition, ſex, and age. The greatel 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed by the fortunes of the world ha 
come to lay down at foot of the croſs, riches, graf 
deur, magnificence, dignities, ſcience, eloquene 
and fame, and counted all theſe ſacrifices as nothin! 
S. Paulinus, the honour of France and glory of! 


ali 
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., whilſt all che world ſtood in admiration at his 


wi neroſity in diſtributing the immenſe riches he poſ- 
ppu ed in ſeveral provinces among the poor, thought 
ift had yet done nothing, and compared himſelf to 
0d vreſtler preparing to engage, or a man that was 


pen gady to ſwim over a river, who had neither of them 
pe Made any great progreſs, though they had ſtript off 
mei eir clothes. | 
What ſhall I _ of the multitude of illuſtrious la- 
les, who were ſome of them deſcended from the 
ure ipios, and the Gracchi, S. Paula, S. Olympias, S. 
arcella, S. Melania, who in honour of the Goſpel 
d under foot the pomps and vanities of theworld ? 
W bat greatneſs of foul is there in that ſaying of Mar- 
lla's, when, after ſhe had diſtributed all her goods 
þ the poor, ſeeing Rome taken and pillaged by the 
$oths, ſhe thanked God ſhe had ſecured her wealth 
fore, and that the loſs of the city had found her 
fror, and not made her ſo! #* uod pauperem illam 


„n feciſſet captiuitas, ſed inveniſſet. 
No triumph ever equalled that which Chriſtian hu- 


ility gained in the perſon of 8. Melania the grand- 
other, when ſhe went to Nola, to viſit S. Paulinus. 
Ne have an eloquent deſcription of it given us by the 
Hit himfelf. All her family, that is, the greateſt 
cod moſt eminent perſons in Rome waited upon her, 
ad reſolved by way of honour to attend her in this 
Norney with all the uſual pomp belonging to perſons 


| wh their quality. The Appian way was covered over 
ly bf ith gilt and ſplendid coaches, with horſes richly 
» hinWrnelied, and chariots of all kinds in abundance. 
s. the midſt of this pompous train marched a lad 

riſtiahenerable for her age, and ſtill ſo more for her grave 
eate/{Wd modeſt deportment, mounted on a little lean 
d hanWorte, and clothed in a garment of plain ſerge. All 


yes however were turned and fixed upon the hum- 


le Melania, No body took any notice of the gold, 


1 J. Hieron, Ib. 3. Ep. ad Principiam, 


E 3 the 
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the filk, and purple, which glittered around her 
the coarſe {tuft extinguiſhed all that vain ſplendy; 
There was ſeen in the children what the mother hy 
uitted and trampled under foot, as a ſacrifice 9 
Jeſus Chriſt. 
Ihe great lords and ladies, who made up this pon. 
pous retinue, inſtead of being aſhamed of the vil 
and abject condition the holy widow appeared in 
thought it an honour to draw near her, and tou 
her garments, thinking by this humble and reſp. 
ful condeſcenſion to expiate the pride of their ow 
riches and magnificence. Thus upon this occafiq 
the. pomp of the Roman greatneſs paid homage n 
the poverty of the Goſpel. 

Some ſuch paſlages as theſe, intermixed from tim 
to time with ſelect portions of profane hiſtory, my 
ſerve to correct and amend whatever is amiſs in then, 
ſupply what is wanting on the part of motive and i 
tention, and give youth a perfect idea of true and { 
lid greatneſs. For, in laying before them the beaut 
ful actions and laudable ſentiments of the pagans, z 
we have done here, we muſt be careful from time! 
time to remind them of the principle S. Auguſtin 
frequently repeats, that without true piety, that | 
without knowledge and love of the true God, ther 
can be no real virtue; that it ceaſes to be ſuch, whe! 
produced by no other motive than human glory. I 
true, adds he, theſe virtues, though falſe and impe! 
fe, do however enable thoſe who have them to 
much more ſervicable to the publick, than if they h 
them not. And *'tis in this ſenſe we may ſay, that 
were ſometimes to be wiſhed that thoſe who gore 
were good pagans, good Romans, and acted accors 


ing to the great principles, which were the ſoul 


h Dum illud conſtet inter omnes eam veram eſſe, quando gloriæ f 
veraciter pios, neminem ſine vera vit humanæ. S. Aug, de di 
pietate, id eſt veri Dei vero cultu, Dei, lib. 5. cap. 19. 
veram poſſe habere virtutem, nec 


the 
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her their conduct, * But the ſtate is then abſolutely 
den happy, when it pleaſes God to advance ſuch to an 
1 gh ſtation, as unite true and ſolid piety with the 
© u ereat qualities which we admite in the ancients. 


F 


Out 


ally PART the SECOND. 

* own” 

-aſciſe Of Sacred Hiſtory. 

v4 SHALL reduce what I have to ſay upon the 
10 ſtudy of ſacred hiſtory to two heads. 


m Firſt 1 ſhall lay down the Dee think neceſ- 
che ſary for making a proper advantage of this ſtudy; 
ad and then I ſhall make the application of them to 
1d ſome examples. 
caut 
Ns, 2 
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” Neceſſary principles for the underſtanding Sacred 
Impet H tory. 


| tob | 

ey he EFORE I ſet down the obſervations neceſſary 
that WW to be made in the ſtudying ſacred hiſtory, or 
go\'"Mteaching it to others, I think it proper to begin with 

2 giving a general idea of it, which may explain the 
oul ( 


character peculiar to it, and afliſt us in ſhewing 
cherein this hiſtory differs from all others. 


i Uli autem, qui vera pietate felicius rebus humanis, quim ſi 


atiam regendi populos, nihil eft S. Aug. ibid, | 
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previti bene vivunt, ſi habent ſci- Deo miſerante habeant poteſtatem. 
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o Of Sacred Hiſtory: 


ARTICLE the FIRST. 
T he proper and peculiar characters of Sacred Hiſtory 


CACRED hiſtory is very different from all othe; 

hiſtory whatſoever. The laſt contains only hy. 
man facts and temporal events, and often full of un. 
certainty and contradiction, But the other is the hi. 
tory of God himſelf, the ſupreme Being ; the hiſtory 
of his omnipotence, his infinite wiſdom, his univerſi] 
providence, his holineſs, his juſtice, his mercy, and 
all his other attributes, ſet forth under a thouſand 


forms, and diſplayed by abundance of wonderful ef. 


fects, The book which contains all theſe wonders iz 
the moſt ancient book in the world, and the only one 
before the coming of the Meſſiah, in which God has 
ſhewn us, in a clear and certain manner, what he is, 
what we are, and for what ends deſigned. 

Other hiſtories leave us deeply ignorant in all theſe 
important points. Inſtead of giving a clear and diſtin& 


idea of the Godhead, they render it obſcure, diſho- 


nour and dishgure it by numberleſs extravagant fables, 
differing only from one another in a greater or leſs de- 
gree of abſurdity. They give us no inſight into the 


nature of the world we inhabit, whether it had a be- 


ginning, by whom or to what end it was created, how 
it is ſupported and preſerved, or whether it is always 


to ſubſiſt ; we learn nothing what we are ourſelves, | 


what our original, nature, deſign, or end. | 
Sacred hiſtory begins with clearly revealing to usin 
a few words the greateſt and moſt important truths, 
That there is a God, pre-exiſting before all things, 
and conſequently eternal; that the world is the work 
of his hands, that he made it out of nothing by his 
word alone, and that thus he is almighty. I ib: 
begenning God created the heaven and the earth. 


a Gen, i. 1. 
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It then repreſents man, for whom this world was 


nade, as coming forth from the hands of his Creator, 
ind compounded of a body and a ſoul; a body made 


but of a little duſt, the proof of its weakneſs; and a 


ſoul, breathed into it by God, and conſequently diſ- 
tint from the body, ſpiritual, intelligent, and from 
the very ſubſtance of its nature*and conſtitution, in- 
corruptible and immortal. 

It deſcribes the happy condition in which man was 
created righteous and innocent, and deſtined for eter- 
nal happineſs, if he had perſevered in his righteouſneſs 
and innocence; his ſad fall by ſin, the fatal ſource of 
all his misfortunes, and the twofold death to which he 
was condemned with all his poſterity ; and laſtly, his 
future reſtoration by an all- powerful Mediator, which 
was even then promiſed and pointed out to him for, 
his conſolation, though at the diſtance of a remote fu- 
turity ; all the circumitances and characters whereof 
are afterwards deſcribed, but under the faint ſhadows: 


of figures and ſymbols, which, like ſo many veils, 


ſerve at the ſame time to diſcloſe and hide it. 
It teaches us, that in this reſtoration of mankind,, 


the great work of God, to which all is referred, and. 


in which all terminates, is to form to himſelf a king- 
dom worthy of him, a kingdom which ſhall alone: 
ſubſiſt to all eternity, and to which all others ſhall give 


place; that Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be the ſounder and ruler 
of this kingdom, according to the auguſt prophecy of 
* Daniel, who after he had ſeen in a viſion under diſ- 
ferent ſymbols the ſucceſſion and ruin of all the great: 
empires of the world, ſees at laſt the Son of M 

drawing near to the Ancient of Days, uſque ad Anti- 


an 


quum Dierum, a noble and ſublime expreſſion to de- 


note the Eternal; and immediately adds, that God 


gave him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
nations and languages ſhould ſerve him; his dominion is 
an everlaſting dominion, which ſhall not paſs away, and 
bis kingdom that which ſhall not be d:/Iroyed, 
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This kingdom is the church, which is begun an 
farmed here upon earth, and ſhall one day be carrie 
up into heaven, the place of its original and eternal 


habitation. Aud then cometh the end, that is, of thi; 


viſible world, which ſubſiſts only for the other, wh 
Jeſus Chriſt, after having put down all rule, and al 
authority, and power, ſhall have delivered up the king- 
dom, that is to ſay, the bleſſed and holy company d 
the elect," to Ge 5 Eden the Father. 

"Tis this bleſſed ſociety of the Juſt, and he why 
has been pleaſed to be their head, ſanctifier, father, 
and ſpouſe, who are the grand object and the laſt end 
of all the deſigns of God. From the beginning of th; 
world, and even before ſin had perverted the order 9 
it, he had them both in view. St. Paul declares in 
expreſs terms, that the firſt Adam was the figure 0 
the ſecond, qui &ff forma futuri; and * he inſinuates 
to us, that Eve, who was taken from Adam's fide, 
during his myſterious ſleep, was a natural image of the 
church, proceeding from the ſide of Chriſt, who llept 
upon the croſs to make us the children of it. 


We ſce God, who is always watchful over the work iſ 


of his own hands, from the carlieſt times preparing 2 
a diſtance the formation of the Chriſtian church, and 
taying the foundations of it, by revealing to man ſuck 
myſteries as it was always neceliary to his ſalvation 


for man to know, by frequently renewing to him the 11 


promiſe of a Redeemer ; by r out to him the 


n-ceſlity of believing in a Mediator for the obtaining 


of true rizhteouſneſs ; by teaching him the eſſence of 
religion and the ſpirit of true worſhip; by tranſmitting 
from age to age, without alteration, theſe capital doc-i 
trines by the long life of the firſt patriarchs, who were 
full of faith and holineſs ; by taking care through the 
means of the ark to preſerve theſe eſſential truths from 


periſhing in the deluge; and laſtly, by forming iron 
the beginning a ſociety of juſt men more or leſs nu- 


T x Cor, xv: 241 Rom, v. 24» e Eph. v. 25, Kc. 
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merous and viſible, and preſerving them by an unin- 
terrupted ſucceſſion. 


But when the earth began to be again overſpread 
with an inundation of errors and crimes, of a more 
{pernicious conſequence than the deluge of waters they 
had lately eſcaped from; God, to ſecure the ſalutary 
© truths, which began to grow obſcure and extinct in 
all nations, committed them in truſt to a family en- 
tirely devoted to religion. Of them he forms a pecu- 
Rar people, incloſed within the precincts of a parti- 
{cular country which he had long before prepared for 
them, ſeparated from all other nations by diſtinct laws 
and cuſtoms, directed and governed in a manner en- 
tirely ſingular, expoſed as a ſpectacle to the reſt of the 
world by innumerable wonders he wrought amongſt 
them, either with a view to fix them in \ promiſed 
land, to keep them in poſſeſſion of it, or bring them 
back to it when driven out. He was not content to 
guide them like other people, by a general and com- 
mon providente, but himſelf became their head, legiſ- 
lator, and King. And it was his will, that this peo- 
ple ſhould be the type and figure of What was after- 
wards to happen to the Church, by their departure 
out of Egypt, their wandering in the deſert, their en- 
trance into the land of Promiſe, their wars and con- 
queſts, their long captivity in Babylon, their return 
into their own country; in a word, by all the diffe- 
rent ſtates and changes which befel them; and that 
the expectation of the Meſſiah, promiſed to the patri- 
archs, figured by the ceremonies and ſacrihces of the 
law, foretold by the prophets, ſhould be the proper 
and eſpecial character of this people to diſtinguiſh: 
them from all the other nations of the earth. 
This is what the Scripture teaches us, and alone 
could diſcover to us, as it alone is the depoſitory of 
the divine revelations. and of the manifeſtation of 
God's decrees, vhich lay concealed in his boſom from 
all eternity, till the moment he was pleaſed to divulge: 
them. And can any object be greater, of nearer con- 
b L. 6 CCI, » 
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cern, and more worthy of the attention of mankind, 
than an hiſtory, wherein God has thought fit of him. 
ſelf to draw with his own hand the plan of our cter- 
nal deſtiny ? 

To fix the certainty of revelation, and eſtabliſh re- 
ligion upon a firm ſoundation, it has pleaſed God to 
give it two forts of proof, which were at the ſame 
time ſuited to the capacities of the moſt ſimple, and 
ſuperior to all the ſubtleties of the incredulous, -which 
viſibly bore the character of Omnipotence; and which 
neither all the endeavours of man, or cunning of 
devils, were able to imitate. | 

Theſe two ſorts of proof conſiſt in miracles and 
prophecies, | 

The miracles are plain, publick, notorious, expoſed 
to the eyes of all the world, infinitely multiplied and 
diverſified, long foretold and expected, and continuing 
for a long ſeries of days and ſometimes of years. They 
are evident facts, memorable events, of which the dull- 
eſt underſtanding could not but be ſenſible, whereof 
the whole people were not only ſpectators and wit- 
neſſes, but themſelves the matter and object; the 
reap the advantages of them and perceive the effects, 
and have their own happineſs or miſery depending on 
them. The family of Noah could not forget the 
deſtruction of the whole world by the deluge, aftcr 
the continued menaces of an age; nor the miraculous 
manner in which they alone were preſerved in the ark. 
The fire which came down from heaven upon the un- 
righteous cities; the whole kingdomof Egyptpuniſhed 
at different times by ten terrible plagues; the ſea open- 
ing a paſlage to the Iſraelites, and cloſing to over- 
whelm Pharaoh and his army; the people of Iſrael fed 
with manna for forty years, and drinking of the 
brooks which flowed out of the ſtony rocks, covered 
with a cloud from the heat of the day, and enlightened 
by night with a pillar of fire; their clothcs and their 
ſhoes not worn out in the courſe of ſo long a journey; 
the fircams of Jordan forgetting to flow, ny he tes 

anding 
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pets marching before the people of God to drive the 
- WTCanaanites from their poſſeſſions; the clouds at ſeveral 
times converted into a ſhower of hail-ſtones to over- 
throw the enemy; the nations in league againſt Iſrael 
diſperſed by a vain terror, or exterminated by a mutual 
ſlaughter in turning their arms againſt one another; 
an hundred fourſcore and five thouſand ſtruck dead 
with thunder in one night under the walls of Jeruſa- 
lem; all theſe prodigies, and a thouſand others of a like 
nature, whereof ſeveral were atteſted by folemn feaſts 
eſtabliſhed on purpoſe to perpetuate their memory, 
nd Wand by ſacred ſongs which were in the mouths of all 
the Iſraelites, could not be unknown to the moſt ſtu- 
ed pid, nor called in queſtion by the moſt incredulous. 
nd And the ſame may be ſaid of the prophecies. We 
ng Ware ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, and conſider as the ut- 
cy I woſt effort of human underitanding, that a famous 
11- W*hiſtorian ſhould have been able by the force of his 
eof Wpcnius, a ſuperior capacity, and his profound know- 
lee of the characters of men and nations, to pry ſo 
icy War into the darkneſs of futurity, as to diſcern a con- 
ts, Whdcrable alteration which was to happen in the Ro- 
on nan commonwealth. And certainly tuch a ſoreſight 
the Pery much deſerves our admiration ; and there is no 
dody, that has ever ſo little taſte and curioſity, who 
6 not well pleaſed to examine, whether the hiſtorian 
tas really conjectured fo exactly as is reported. 
The ſacred hiſtory preſents us with far great won— 
ers. We there ſee a multitude of inſpired men, Who 
o not ſpeak doubtfully, with heſitation, or by con- 


ver- Eecture, but with an afirmative voice loudly and pub- 
{ed ekly declare that ſuch and ſuch events ſhould certain- 
the Wy happen in the time and place, and with all the cir- 


ered Fumſtances that theſe prophets expreſs. But what 
ned {Wicnts? The moſt particular, the moſt perſonal, and 
heir uch as moſt nearly concerned the intereſt of the na- 
ey; on, and at the ſame time were the moſt remote from 
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all outward appearance, Under the flouriſhing reigh 
of Uzziah and Jotham, when the ſtate enjoyed peace 
and plenty, and luxury in eating, building, and furni. 
ture was carried to exceſs, what likelihood was ther: 
of the terrible famine and ſhameful captivity * Iſaiaſ 
then threatened the ladies of the greateſt diſtinctio 
with, or what probability of the extreme miſery which 
actually befel them in the following reign ? 
When, ſome time after, Jeruſalem blocked up hy 
the numerous army of Sennacherib, was reduced ty 
the laſt extremity, without troops, without proyi. 
fions, or any hopes of human aſliſtance, eſpecially af. 
ter the army of the Egyptians had been cut to pieces, 
was the prediction of Iſaiah credible, that the city 
' ſhould not be taken, that it ſhould not be beſicge 
in form, that the enemy ſhould not caſt an arroy 
againſt it, and that this formidable army ſhould be oft 
exterminated at once, without any human concur. bod 
rence, and its King put to flight? tiles 
The entire deſtruction of the kingdom of the ten ö d 
tribes, the carrying Judah away captive to Babylon] ile, 
after the conqueſt and overthrow of Jeruſalem, the wor 
expreſs term of ſeventy years ſet for the duration d the 
their captivity, their glorious return into their oi Hol. 
country, their deliverer ſpecified and called by his{phec 
proper name above two hundred years before he w hi, 
born, the ſurpriſing and till then unheard-of man- n tl 
ner, in which this famous conqueror was to takeſehu: 
Babylon; could all this be the effect of human fore-MWheay 
ſight, or was there the leaſt appearance of it, whcIhe 
the prophets forctold it ? La 
Theſe predictions however, illuſtrious as they wer Hrit 
ſerved only as a veil or preparation to others of {ai 
greater importance, to which the accompliſhment q 
the former was to give a degree of authority and cri 
dit, ſuperior in {ſtrength to all that human under: 
ſtanding could imagine or deſire for the gaining of 
full conviction and an unchangeable belief. It“ 
© 1, iii. ab, 26, Ke, 


plain, | 
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gti plain, I mean the predictions relating to the Meſſiah, 
ad und the eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian Church. Theſe 
ri. re ſo clear and circumſtantial, that they ſurpaſs all 
wer imagination. The prophets have not only ſpecified 
nia the time, the place, and the manner of the Meſſiah's 
tion birth, the principal actions of his life, and the effects 
nich Hof his preaching; but they faw and foretold, the. 
moſt particular circumſtances of his death and re- 
5 br Jurrection, and have related them with almoſt as 
ds much exactneſs as the evangeliſts themſelves, who- 
o were eye-witneſſes of them. 
va. But what ſhall we ſay of thoſe great events, which 
cen conſtitute the fate of mankind, take in the extent of 
cin ell ages, and at laſt happily loſe themſelves in the 
egel eternity, which was their end and deſign; the eſta- 
rroy liſnment of the church upon earth by the preaching 
d be of twelve fiſnermen; the reprobation of the whole 
cur. ¶ body of the Jewiſh nation; the vocation of the Gen- 
tiles, to be ſubſtituted in the place of a people once 
e ten ſo dearly beloved and favoured with ſuch high pri- 
wionfrileges ; the deſtruction of 1dolatry throughout the 
„the world; the diſperſion of the Jews into all parts of 
on d the earth to ſerve as witneſſes to the truth of the 
ov Holy Scriptures, and the accompliſhment of the pro- 
y hiÞphecies; their future return to the faith of Chriſt, 
e wa which will be the refuge and conſolation of the church 
man · Un the latter day; and laſtly, the tranſlation of this 
tale church, after many trials and dangers, from earth to 
fore · N heaven, there to enjoy eternal peace and felicity ? 
when Theſe are the ſubjects with which the prophets enter- 
tain us, and for this end the Holy >criptures were 
ritten. 
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bf youth, if we ſuffer them to be ignorant of an hiſ- 
ory ſo venerable and important tor its antiquity, 
s authority, and the greatneſs and variety of facts 
dated in it, and more eſpecially for the intimate 
nion it has with our holy religion, as it is the foun- 
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Now I aſk in the firſt place, whether we ſhall not 
de wanting in the molt eſſential part of the education» 
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dation of it, as it contains all the proofs of it, pointz elf 
out to us all its duties, and for which it is ſo capable iin 
of inſpiring us with the greateſt reſpect from ou; * 
moſt tender years, which may afterwards ſerve as a 
check and barrier againſt the licentious boldneſs of 
incredulity, which every day gains ground, aud Wh 
threatens us with the entire loſs of the faith ? Aus 

I aſk in the ſecond place, whether it be to ſtudy N 
and teach ſacred hiſtory as we ought, barely to con: 
fider the facts contained in it as hiſtorical facts, or to 
lay them before youth as objects only of their curiofi- W..; 
ty and admiration, without ſhewing them as the 
— ſupports of their belief, the — patent of pen 
their true nobility, and certain pledges of their fu- 
ture greatneſs ; without teaching them to compare 
theſe miraculous and pr ophetical events with the mof fat 
| boaſted prodigies and eracles of the heathen ; and with- 
out making them ſenſible how vain thoſe, upon which What 


the whole Roman religion, for inſtance, was founded, 


x A1 ro 
and whichf Pully in ſome of his books has endeavour. wh 
ed to ſupport with all his eloquence, (tho' in s others mag! 


be abſolutely overthrows them) how vain and frivo- $betc 
lous, I fay, theſe prodigies and oracles are, and how WChri 
tar remote, ſuppoſing they were true, from the cer- Nactio 
tainty, majeſty, and number of thoſe, which the (My; 
cred hittory preſents us with in every page? lei 

Laſtly, I aſk whether we ſhould pay to the ſacred In 
hiſtory, dictated by the Holy Ghoſt himſelf, _ le ©: 
reſpect which is due to it, by examining only the boy 
letter of it, without penetrating farther to diſcover bn, 
the ſpirit and true ſigniſication of it, eſpecially after Wien 
ſuch light as the evangeliſts and apoſtles, and {inc:Wpf 
them the conſtant and uninterrupted tradition of the 
fathers, have given us upon this matter, We ven 
often read in the Goſpel, that the actions related there 
were the accompliſhment of the figures and prophe- 
cies of the Old Teſtament; and Jeſus Chriſt him— 


Lib. 1, de Nat, Deor, t Lib, 2. de Divinat. R 
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elk aſſures us, that Moſes has principally written of 
bim; * Had ye believed Moſes, ye would have be- 


Ji-ved me; for he wrote of me. St. Paul tells us in 


clear and expreſs terms, that Jeſus Chriſt was the 


end of the law, and that what happened to the Jews, 
happened to them by way of type and figure. St. 


FAuguſtin, who is herein no other than the interpre- 
ter and channel of the tradition of che church, de- 


clares to us, ſpeaking of the ſaints of the Old Teſ- 
tament, that not only their words, but their life, 
their marriages, their children, their actions, were a 
feure and prediction of what was Jong after to hap- 
den in the Chriſtian church; * Horum ſanctorum, 
qui præceſſerunt tempore nativitatem Domini, non ſo- 
lum ſermo, 2 etiam vita, & conjugia, & filii, & 
fafta, prophetia fuit hujus temporis, quo per fidem 
paſfronts Chriſti ex gentibus congregatur eccleſia; and 
that the whole Hebrew nation were a kind of great 
prophet of him, who alone deſerves to be called 
great; 1 Totumque illud regnum gentis Hebræorum, 
magnum quendam quia & magni cujuſdam, fuiſſe pro- 
phetam. Whence he concludes, that a prophecy of 
Chriſt and the church ſhould be ſought for in the 
actions of that people: In iis que in illis, vel de 
lis divinitus fiebant, prophetta venturi Chriſti & ec- 
eſe perſerutanda eſt. 

In what is ſaid, for inſtance, of Abraham, n that 
de caſt out Hagar, who was his lawful wife, though 


a bond-woman of a ſecond rank, with Iſhmael his 


bn, without giving them any thing for their ſub- 
kitence but a little bread and water, can any man 
df good ſenſe or underſtanding comprehend, that 
Dis patriarch, who was ſo liberal and humane to 
trangers, would have treated his wife and ſon with 
uch ſeverity, if there was not ſome myſtery con- 
ealed under it? 


i John v. 46. 
Rom x. 4. 1 Cor. x. 11. 
* S. Aug. de catechiſ. rud. c. 19. 


1 Lib. 22, contra Fauſt, cap. 24. 
m Gen, xxli. 
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Though tradition did not diſcover to us the mea 
ing of the ſame patriarch's action in offering up lau 


would not reaſon alone, I mean in a man enlighten, 
ed with faith, ſuffice to make us diſcern in it th 


charity of our heavenly Father, who had ſo great: 


love for mankind, as to give his only Son for them! 
Can we tell the children the hiſtory of the brazy 


ſerpent fixed and hung upon a croſs in the wilderne(ſe 


as a remedy for the Iſraelites, who had been bitte 
by the fiery ſerpents, without explaining to thera x 
the ſame time, of whom this ſerpent was the type! 

Should we rightly underſtand the admirable hilton 
of Jonas, if we limited it only to the letter, and di 
not diſcern the reſurrection of Chriſt reſtored to lik 
again from the grave on the third day, and the ſpeech 
and miraculous converſion of the Gentiles, which 
was the fruit of our Saviour's death and reſurrection! 


And the ſame may be obſerved in many other pal; 


* in ſacred hiſtory, which are not underſtood if not 
fully comprehended. We ſhould ſtudy it as Jews 
and not as Chriſtians, if we did not remove the vel 


that covers it, and were content with the ſurface, 
which, though rich indeed and valuable, conceal 


other riches of a far more ineſtimable value. 


Theſe types or figures ſhould be explained to youth 
more or leſs fully in proportion to their years, taking 
care to dwell eſpecially upon ſuch as are explained in 
o of which cannot 


the New Teſtament, the meaning 


poſſibly be miſtaken ; however a choice ſhould be 


made of. the cleareſt of theſe, and ſuch as are bel: 
ſuited to the age of the pupil. There are ſome how 


ever ſo plain and evident in themſclves, though noi 


explained in the New Teſtament, that we cannc 
poſſibly doubt their ſignification, as the hiſtory ol 
Joſeph, and ſeveral others of the like nature. 
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ARTICLE the SECOND.: 


* 
. 


PU/eful Obſervations for the ſludy of Sacred Hiſtoty. 


HE firſt care to be taken in the ſtudy of hiſ- 


| tory in general, is to throw it into ſuch order 


and method as to be able clearly to diſtinguiſh facts, 

erſons, times and places; and to this end chrono- 
bay and geography may contribute, which have been 
deſervedly called the two eyes of hiſtory, as they give 
a great addition of light to it, and remove all kind 


of confuſion. 


When I recommend the ſtudy of chronology, I 


am far from inclining to engage you in the examina- 


tion of thoſe difficult and knotty queſtions, of which 


it is very ſuſceptible, and of which the diſcuſſion pro- 

perly belongs only to the learned. 
if they have a clear and diſtinct idea, not of the pre- 
ciſe year of every particular fact, for that would be 
endleſs and extremely troubleſome, but in general of 
the age wherein the moſt conſiderable events fell 
out. 


It is ſufficient, 


Sacred oo: from the creation of the world to 


the birth of Jeſus Chriſt, is uſually divided into fix 
ages or parts, which in all take in the ſpace of four 


[thouſand years. This diviſion is not difficult to be 


Iretained, nor above the comprehenſion of children. 


The number of years in each of theſe ages is next to 


be obſerved, avoiding as much as poſſible, the frac- 


tions or ſmall numbers, and reducing thein to a round 
ſum. Thus the fourth age, which reaches from the 
departure out of Egypt to the time when the foun- 
dations of the temple were laid, exactly computed, 
includes but four hundred and ſeventy-nine years and 
ſeventeen days. But ' tis better to tell youth, that it 
amounts to about four hundred and eighty years. 
This ſpace may be again divided into different * 
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but we muſt not multiply them too much; into fort; 
years, which the people paſſed in the wilderneſs unde 
the conduct of Moſes ; three hundred and fifty fron 
their entrance into the holy Land under the direction 
of Joſhua and the Judges; forty years under Say, 
forty more under David, and ſome years of the rei 
of Solomon. Such a diviſion is not very burden. 
ſome to the memory, and in my opinion makes the 
knowledge of facts much more clear and eaſy. 

Among the writers of chronology, Uſher an 
Petavius are the moſt followed. Either the one c 
the other of theſe great men may be choſen for: 
guide; but in the ſame college it will be proper to 
keep to one and the fame in every claſs, 

As there are ſome facts in ſacred hiſtory differently 
related by the ſeveral authors who have treated of 
them, *tis the maſter's buſineſs to unite and reconcile 
theſe differences, by chuſing out of each book ſuch 
circumitances as are molt inſtructive and affecting. 
When they come to the times of the prophets, their 
writings give a great light to the hiſtorical books, 
that om.t ſeveral conſiderable facts, or often but 
ſlightly touch upon them; of which we ſhall give 
ſome examples in the ſequel. 

There has been lately printed a book, entitled, 4 
abridgment of the hiſtory of the Old Teſtament, which 
may be very uſeful not only to youth, but to all 
perſons, who have not leiſure or capacity eno ugh for 
ſtudying the ſacred hiſtory in the Scripture itſcl!, 
Whatever is moſt eſſential in ſacred hiſtory is thrown 
into this abridgment. That ſimplicity of ſtile 1s 
diligently obſerved, which is ſo peculiar to it. In 


the hiſtorical relations care is alſo taken to intermit 


certain words of Scripture, which convey great ſenſe, 
and ſuggeſt matter for important reflections. Laſt- 
ly, to render this work more complete and uſeful, it 
concludes with an extract from the ſapiential and 
prophetical books. It were to be wiſhed, we had 
the like aſſiſtance for profane hiſtory. 11 1 

, in 
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II. In the ſtudying of ſacred hiſtory we muſt not 

eglect the uſages and cuſtoms peculiar to the people 
pf God, their laws, their government, and manner 
ul, pf living. The excellent book of M. I Abbe Fleuri's, 
en {entitled the Manners of the Iſraelites, contains all 
en- that can be defired upon this ſubject, and diſpenſes 
the I pith treating it more at large. 


ty 
ler 
JM 
On 


and III. It is proper to make youth take notice of the 
principal characters of the Jews, the carnal Jews 
'r 2 WJ mean, who made up the body of the nation. The 
r to bonour which God had ſhewn them in chuſing them 
to be his people, had filled them with pride. They 
atly Wlooked upon all other nations with the utmoſt con- 
| of Wtempt. They thought every thing their due. Full 
cile Wot preſumption, and an high opinion of themſelves, 
ſuch N ey expected to be juſtified only by their own works. 
ing. hey placed their whole confidence in the outward 
heir Nobſervances of the law. They confined their views 
oks, {and hopes to temporal advantages and earthly bleſ- 
but Wings. When brought to the trial, and reduced to 
give ny neceflity, forgetful of all the benefits of God, 
and all the miracles he had wrought in their favour, 
„And conſtantly diſpoſed to rebel againſt him and their 
hich Wuperiors, they gave themſelves up to complaint, 
> all Wurmuring and deſpair. And laſtly, if we except 
n for Nie latter times, they had always an irreſiſtible incli- 
tſel!, Pation to idolatry. 
rown W Tis this laſt circumſtance, which in my opinion 
le is ts us moſt into the real character of the Jewiſh na- 
, In Won, and is one of the principal motives of the choice 
rm Which God made of them; I mean, their hardneſs 
ſenſe, heart, an extreme inclination to do ill, by which 
Lait- od would ſhew us, that means purely exterior 
ul, ite abſolutely incapable of correCting the heart of 
| and Wan, as they were all without exception employed 
e had Fr ſeveral ages in healing the Jews of idolatry, and 
aching them to obſerve the firſt commandment, but 
I. In with- 
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without ſucceſs, Neither the long and miſerable on. 
preſſion they underwent in Egypt; nor the joy and 
ratitude for a miraculous deliverance, and the in- ar 
ſtruction of the law given at the foot of mount 
Sinai; neither the ſubſtitution of a new race, born 
in the wilderneſs, brought up by Moſes, formed by 
the law, intimidated by the puniſhment of ther 
fathers ; nor their entrance into the promiſed land, 
and the actual enjoyment of ail the effeꝗs of the pro. 
miſe; neither the different chaſtiſements, nor the 
warnings and examples of the prophets, during their 
abode in that land, were able tc root out that impiou; 
inclination. But growing ſtill more wicked, more 
corrupt, and idolatrous in the promiſed land, than 
they had been in Egypt, God at laſt was oblige 
to ſend them captive to Nineveh and Babylon; and 
yet this correction ſerved only to harden them; { 
that, giving themſelves up to all manner of wicked- IV 
neſs, they cauſed the name of the God of Iſrael to be 0 
blaſphemed among the idolatrous nations, whom they >! 
exceeded in all manner of guilt and impiety. — 
*Tis God himſelf, who declares to us in his pro- [ 
phets, and eſpecially in” Ezekiel, the deſign he had «fi thy 
ſhewing mankind by the ſeries of all the events which 
befel his people, of ſhewing them, I ſay, the exceſlne 
corruption of their hearts, and the inability of pure- 
ly external remedies for the healing ſo ancient and 
inveterate an evil. This view is one of the great 
keys of Scripture, and ſhews us moſt ſenſibly th: 
ſecret and ſpirit of the Old Teſtament, Without, 
the knowledge of this circumſtance, the ſacred hiſtoij 
will conſiſt of impenetrable obſcurities, and remait 
an incomprehenſible book to the greateſt part of it 
readers. To what end indeed was the choice of 
people ſo obſtinate and ungrateful? Why ſo man 2 
favours conferred upon Iſrael, preferably to ſo man) 
other nations, in all outward appearance better thi 
they? Why ſo conſtant an attachment to this peop! 
2 Fzck, xx, 


ng 
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botwithſtanding fo fixed a perſeverance in ingrati- 


, tude? Why were they made to paſs through ſo many 
n Farious conditions ? hy that continual alternative 
* yr promiſes and threatenings, conſolations and afflic- 
: Hons, rewards and corrections? Why ſo many in- 


2 and holy guides? Why ſo many benefits 


4 eſtowed on a people, who inſtead of growing better 
uch Whecame the worſe for them? This depth of the di— 
* vine wiſdom, which aſtcniſhes us, ſhould at the ſame 


bme inſtruct us; as from this very obſcurity, dif- 

ſed through the whole conduct of God towards 
his people, there breaks out a light more clear than 
at of the ſun, demonſtrating to us the inſufficiency 
Fall outward applications in healing the corrup- 


ar ton of the human heart. 
3h | IV. It appears evidently from the manner in which 


the Old Teftament is written, that the deſign of God, 
q giving it to men, was to make them extremely at- 
entive to the great examples of virtue contained in 
The Scripture cuts off in few words the hiſtory 


dy he ungodly, how great ſoever they were in the 
iche of the world; and on the other hand dwells 


ng upon the ſmalleit actions of the righteous. The 


5. fit book of Kings is the hiſtory of Samuel; the 
K au eond that of David; the third and fourth, of So- 
_ 8 Jehoſhaphat, Hezckiah, Elijah, Eliſha, and 
iy tþ nah. The wicked feem to be mentioned only with 
bo gret, by accident, and on purpoſe to be condemned. 


we compare what is ſaid of Nimrod, who built 


1{tor BY 
— two mighty cities of the world, and founded the 
t of it eateſt empire that ever was in the univerſe, with 
e of reis reported of the firſt patriarchs, we know 


t why the very important facts, which muſt have 


man! 
L "ig vered the life of that famous conqueror ſo parti- 
a, and given ſo much light and ornament to an- 
er thal O 
poop! * Nineveh and Babylon, 
n9: cient 


Fructions, warnings, invitations, reproofs, miracles, 


von IE. — — . 


— Th TS « * » - <4 _— 
© et” dere... ce n Ca — 
a x 2 Wa a * 
- 
> Ar< 
3 > 1 
. 


- — — * * * 
2 0 1 ba 8 
1 2 . 8 — * 4 = — I — . po 
& # n . 2” % Mg <= E 
% - 
3 8 * — 3 if 2 
4 . 80 
——— — W aux % > — 
E 8 = "x -” 2 8 


* 


1 
43 
V 15 
* 
1 
1 bs * 
by 
. 
8 
1 
E 
©Y 
&4 
* 
4 * 
* 
\ 


'* + AS 


- eto S 


. 


io 
A 
*; 
0 
x 
& 
7 
= * 
; 
45 
15 
4 
* 
. 
* 
4 
\ "ff 
1 
J 


= 
oy 
1 
* 
4 
f 
\ 


3 — -- 


E 1 _ = < 4 . 
, ; : —- 8 ww 
3 r 2 f 
2 — r 22 IR Hm 9 


| Scripture affects ſometimes to mention in particul 
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cient hiſtory, ſhould be paſſed over with ſuch rapi. 
dity, to dwell fo long upon the minute, and ſeeming. 
ly unneceflary circumſtances of the life either 9 
Abraham, or Jacob, which was till leſs illuſtriow WR; 
than that of his grandfather. But God points ou ſh: 
to us herein how different his thoughts are fron ee 
ours, in letting us ſee in the firſt what men admin 
and wiſh for, and in the others what he is well. : 
pleaſed with, and thinks worthy his approbation ani: 
our attention. 

The Scripture Jays down rules, and preſcribes mo. 
dels for all ranks and conditions. Kings and judge, 
rich and poor, huſbands and wives, fathers and chil: 
dren, all find there moſt excellent inſtructions upon 
every branch of their _ "T'is an uſeful, and 
withal an agreeable exerciſe, to accuſtom youth ty 
join together of themſelves and repeat off-hand ſeye- 
ral examples upon the ſame ſubject. | 

KinGs in holy ſcripture, I mean ſuch as wer 
after God's own heart, conſider themſelves only 2 
the miniſters of the ſupreme King, and uſe their au. 
thority only to make their ſubjects happy, by makin 
them better. They are full of zeal for the glory 
of God and the publick good. Let but any one 
carefully reflect upon the ſentiments of piety, which 
David expreſſed in the tranſlation. of the ark, and 
his preparaticns for building the temple ; Jehoſha 
phat's viſitation of his kingdom; Hezekiah's care 
for religion from the moment he began to reign 
the indefatigable zeal of Joſiah for reſtoring the tru 
worſhip not only in Judah, but in the ten tribes allo 
and he will plainly ſee that theſe Princes though 
themſelves placed on the throne only to eſtabliſh ti 
kingdom of God in their dominions. And to ihe 
that piety is not inconſiſtent with true politicks, ti 


the wiſe precautions they took in war and peace; for 
tifications of towns, magazines of arms, diſcipline 
troops; the cares of agriculture, of the feeding ani Gen 

_  prelcrvatotV 
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Preſervation of cattle, the certain and innocent ſources 
f the plenty that reigned throughout the country, 
Ind enabled the people to pay with joy and eaſe the 
Nxes, which were conſtantly regulated according to 
the real neceſſities of the ſtate, and the abilities of 


Nt 
8 

of 
Jus 
Out 


on rery private ſubject. | 
nr [upsEts, magiſtrates, miniſters, and all perſons 
ell Wh authority, find perfect models in Moſes, Joſhua, 


the Judges to Samuel, in Job, Nehemiah, Eſdras, 
Ind Eliakim. Their whole conduct ſhews an entire 


mo · N iintereſtedneſs. They have no thoughts of efta- 

os, liming or raiſing a family. They are popular, plain, 

chi. ind modeſt, without pomp, without diſtinctions, 

upon {Without guards, without jealouſy in the command, 
am receiving the advice of perſons below them with plea- 

h tre, and gladly ſharing with them in authority. 

ſeye · Ricumts. Abraham, Job, Boaz, &c. 


wet 
ly 2 


ir au- 


e ſame time very liberal and generous. He would 


ave looked upon it as a ſhame and a reproach, if 
y other than God had made him rich. »I will 


akingWt take any thing that is thine, ſays he to the King 
glon Sodom, who out of gratitude offered Abraham all 


one 
which 
c, and 
hoſh! 
Cale 
reign Waced there as a centinel for charity, to wait, or ra- 
he truer to ſeek opportunities of exerciſing hoſpitality; 
es allot it is ſaid that he ran to mcet his gueſts; And 
ou he ſaw them, he ran to meet them. 
liſn lor was a powerful and mighty Prince. The 
to iheWripture gives us in him a magnificent picture of an 
ks, tiWinent perſon, placed in authority, and abounding 
rticulWth riches. From his youth, as he livelily expreſ- 
ce; 10 his ſentiments, compaſſion was brought up with 
ciplink | 
ling a Cen. xiv. 23. 4 Chap xviii. 1, 2. r Job xxxi. 18. 
ſcrvatiom oT. III. F him, 


e ſpoils he had recovered from the hands of the 


h. His houſe was open to all ſtrangers and paſ- 
ngers. 4 The Scripture repreſents this holy man as 


We know that Abraham was very rich, and at 


emies, left thou ſhoulde/? ſay, I have made Abraham 
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him, and had been his guide from his mother 8 
womb. * He thought it ſuperior to the moſt glori. I 
ous titles, that he was eyes to the blind, and feet tg Y 


the lame, the father of the poor, the ſanctuary of 
ſtrangers, the comforter of the widow, and the pro. 1 
tector of the orphan that had none to help him. He 7 
deſpiſed not to reaſon with his man- ſervant or his 


maid- ſervant, when they thought they had any ſubje& de 
of complaint againſt him, as thoroughly convinced that bir 


they had all one common maſter, and the ſame God 
was their creator and his. " Fe never placed his con- n 
fidence in his great riches, and the deſtruction of his 
enemies never gave him any ſecret joy. Acceſſible Nr 


to all without diſtinction, he took cognizance of af- 


fairs with extreme application. * He put on righte- . 
ouſneſs, and it cloathed him; his judgment was as ir 
robe and a diadem: Y he brake the jaws of the wick- I 
ed, and pluckt the ſpoil out of their teeth: * and the n tt 


pleaſing fruit he reaped from his zeal was the ſatiſ. 4 
faction of having delivered him that was ready to pe- w3 
riſh, and having his bleſſing come upon him; and at 
the ſame'time that he ſat in the midſt of Senators and 
Princes, and dwelt as a King in the army, he ceaſed ©. 

. , { 
not to be the comforter of the afflicted, 


3 f : Tn enc 
Boaz. is no leſs admirable in this kind. b In the ay 
midſt of riches he is laborious, diligent in huſbandry; e 5 


plain, without luxury, delicacy, ſloth, or pride. How 
affable, how obliging and kind to his ſervants ! The 
Lord be with you, ſays he to his reapers; and they 
anſwered him, The Lord Bleſs thee, This was the 
185 language of religious antiquity, but how 
ittle known in our days. 

How commendable was his behaviour towards Ruth, 
when he deſires her not to go into any other held to 


» Job xxix. 12, 15, 16. Ver. 17. 
t Chap. xxxi. 13, 15. 2 Ver. 11, 13. 
u Ver, 24,25, 29. a Ver. 25. 
w Chap, XXX. 16. L Ruth TR 


& Ver, 14. 
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brlean, but to abide faſt by his maidens to eat and 
i- Wrink with them; and the charitable order he gives 
his reapers to let her glean even among the ſheaves, 
End to let fall ſome of the handfuls on purpoſe for 
Kher, that ſhe might gather them up without being a- 


1: Whhamed; teaching us by this wiſe conduct to ſave thoſe 
ns We oblige the confuſion of receiving, and ourſelves 
> de temptation of vain-glory and even pleaſure of 
hat 


giving. De veſtris quogue manipulis projicite de induſ- 
wrid, & remanere permittite, ut ſine rubore colligat. 

on- Torr. The Holy Ghoſt gives us in this good 
his ¶ man a perfect model of private life, and points out 
ible Wo us in him all the virtues and duties of that condi- 
at. tion united together. We ſee in him a firm reſo- 
Jution from his infancy to ſtand upon his guard a- 
paint the contagion of ill example; an equality of 


1ck- Winind in the different ſituations of life; a generoſity, 

the Win the time of his plenty, to ſuccour the diſtreſſed, 
atil- Wend lend even large ſums without intereſt ; a patience. 
pe · Win ſupporting extreme poverty, not only without mur- 
d nuring, but with thankſgiving ; an invincible cou- 
$ 7. rage in the exerciſe of works of mercy ; a gentleneſs 
Cale 


1 bearing domeſtick contradictions; a firm confi- 
ence in God under the ſevereſt trials; a conſtant 
are in the education of his ſon, as well by his exam- 
le as inſtructions, in the fear of the Lord, in doing 
Hon ſtice to his neighbour, and ſhewing compaſſion to 


he poor; and laſtly, a lively and fixed expectation 
] 1 f future bleſſings, which ſupported and comforted 
AS 


m under the greateſt afflictions. Me are, «ſays he, 
t HOW, hildren of the ſaints, and wait for that life, which 

rod twill give to them, who faithfully obſerve the pro- 
uſe they have made him. | 
The Poor. . What an example is Job to ſuch as 
ve loſt their ſubſtance all at once by unforeſeen 
isfortunes. * The Lord gave, the Lord hath taken 
ay. Bleſſed be the name of the Lord, 


c Tobit ii, 18. 4 Job i. 21, 


Shea F 2 RUTH» 
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RuTnhn, aſtoniſhed that Boaz ſhould look upon: B 
poor woman who was a ſtranger, teaches ſuch as ae 
reduced to beggary, as ſhe was, how humble ani = 
grateful they ought to be, by reflecting that nothing uy 
is their due. — 


How happy would the caſe of the poor be, if like WF, 
Tobit they had ever this exceilent maxim in their 
minds, © Pre not, my ſon, that we are made poor; far 
thou haſt much wealih, if thou fear God, and depart frm 0 
all fin, and do that which is pleaſing in his fight. 3 

MARRIED PERSON. The holy wives of the 
patriarchs. Sarah. The daughter of Raguel. Ruth, | 
Efther. Judith. Tobit and Tobias. Job. On" 
ſingle expreſſion of Job's ſhews us how far the an- 
cients carried conjugal chaſtity. Job was a rich and * 
powerful Prince, living in plenty, and attended by an WF - 
obſequious court. Yet he tells us himſelf, that he 
had made an agreement with his eyes, and impoſed BW 
the ſtrict law upon them, never to caſt a look upon N 
a maid. * 7 have made a covenant with mine eyes, uh bit 
then ſhould I think upon a maid ? | 

What I have obſerved of the rules and models to 
be found in Scripture, that are ſuited to the ſeveri put 


eſtates of life, will likewiſe hold good of different Glea 
virtues,' and every ſubject of morality. ey 
Virtue conſtantly eæerciſed, tried, and confirmed HHaga. 
affliftions. Abel. Abraham. Joſeph. Moſes. David by! 
ob. Daniel, &c. Pit! 


Vice unfortunate. Cain. Abimelech and the Siche- Reh 
mites. Abſalom. Achitophel. Jeroboam. Baaſa Hin: 
Ahab. Pror 

The pardon of injuries. Abraham, with reſpect ade 
Lot. Þofeph, in regard to his brethren, David, wit. 
reſpect to Saul. tain 


The oppreſſion of the poor. The weak, widows, o, 1 
phans, and ſtrangers, cry to heaven for vengeance angie, 


obtain it. Abel againſt Cain. Jacob againſt Laban 


e Tobit iv. 23 5 1 Job xxxi. 1. 
a i | ! 
an 
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and Eſau. Tſrael againſt the Egyptians. The blood 
1 1 WW Gideon's children againſt Abimelech. Uriah 
art gainſt David. Naboth againſt Ahab and Jezabel. 


and | Repertance covers the greateſt fins, and prevents 
ung the execution of the moſt terrible threatnings. The 
lu inevites. The children of Iſrael very often. Ahab. 
ike I 1anafles. 

heit | 

75 V. The KNOWLEDGE of God and his attributes 


ſhould be one of the greateſt advantages to be drawn 
from the ſtudy of ſacred hiſtory. | 
te WW The Uniry of God. This truth is viſible through- 
uth, out the Scripture, where God ſeems every where to 
One cry aloud, that there is no other God, or Lord, than 
" Whimſelf. / am the Lord, and there is none elſe 


and Wi 7 on Ged, and there is none elſe. " 
T9 The OmNniPoTENCE of God manifeſted by the þ 
at he ereation, preſervation and government of the world; 1 
oſed by the facility with which he raiſes whomſoever he 91 
PP eaſes to the throne and caſts them down again, eſta- 2 
Vi blimes kingdoms, and deſtroys them; makes nations 1 1 
fouriſhing and miſerable, By the ſovereign power 18 
c15 0 be exerciſes not only over what is outward and viſible, 4 
ah. but over the heart and mind, in turning thera as he 2 1 
rent 711 


pleaſes, from one reſolution to another, according to 
his deſigns. ExamPLEs. Laban and Eſau marching 
againſt Jacob. The counſel of Achitophel defeated 
by Huſhai. The whole army of Judah tranſported 
with rage and a thirſt of vengeance, marching under 
Rehoboam againſt Jeroboam, ſtopped and diſperſed 
in an inſtant, upon the ſingle admonition of the 
prophet. The army of Ifraci returning to Samaria, 
den with ſpoils, and ſending back two hundred 
thouſand captives upon the bare remonſtrance of cer- 
tain great men of Samaria, &c. 

The Goopntss of God and its motives, It dif- 
uſes itſelf with profuſion and inexhauſtibly, by be- 
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ſtowing whatever is neceſſary, advantageous or de, 
Iightful, upon men who know him not, who do ng 
Teturn thanks to him for it, and who even offend and 
blaſpheme him. 

The PATIENCE of God. Bearing with the crime; 
and impenitence of mankind for many ages, from the 
preaching of Enoch to the deluge. The meaſure of 
the Amorites was not full, till after four hundred 
years were expired. The Jewiſh nation ſupply u 
with many inſtances of it, particularly in the ruin d 
Samaria and Jeruſalem, and the captivity of Ifrae 
and Judah, which were denounced for ſeveral year, 
before they were executed, 

The JusTicE of God, when it ſhews itſelf at laſt, 
is terrible, deſtructive, inexorable ; nothing can with. 
ſtand or avert it, The deluge. Sodom. Ninexth, 
Babylon, &c. 

The character of the puniſhment is uſually pro. 
portioned to the nature of the crime. The wh: 
earth corrupted by mankind is drowned with the wa- 
ters of the deluge, The wretched cities burning 
with impure tufls are conſumed by fire, The adul- 
tery and homicide of David are revenged by the in- 
ra and murders of his children. 

The PRovipEnct of God is univerſal, preſides 
over all to the minuteſt particular, governs and directs 
all. God calls the famine, the ſword, and the peſti- 
lence to puniſh the ungrateful, and humble the proud. 
He raiſes on a ſudden the ſpirit of a people, who 
have no thoughts of war, and brings them from tat 
to ravage a guilty nation. He inſpires the troops with 
ardour, courage, obedience, and a contempt of ta- 
tigues and dangers. He gives the commanders vigi. 
lance, activity, and boldneſs for undertaking the mol 
difficult things; the foreſeeing and diſtinguiſhing the 
moſt uſeful expedients ; the authority and art of mak- 
ing themſelves beloved and feared at the fame time, 
He removes obſtacles, facilitates enterprizes, and 
grants ſucceſs, On the other hand, from thoſe h: 
| | means 
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means to deſtroy, he takes away counſel, preſence of 
mind, ſtrength and courage, He throws diſorder and 
conſternation into armies, and turns the ſwords of 
the ſoldiers againſt their companions. He brings a- 
bout his deſigns by the molt unlikely means, as in the 
hiſtory of Joſeph ; and often by ſuch methods as ſeem 
the effects of. pure chance, though all deſigned and 
prepared 4 et ar wifdom, as is clearly ſeen in the 
hiſtory of David, from his condition of a ſhepherd, 
to the death of Saul. 
* Maſters, in explaining ſacred hitory to youth, can- 
not too much inſiſt upon Providence, as it is an attri- 
bute of God, which we are moſt nearly concerned to 
know, of the greateſt importance, and moſt neceſſary; 
as it influences all events both publick and private, 
and every man ought to have it in his view in every 
circumſtance of lite, in every action of the day; as 
It is the firmeſt baſis of religion, and forms the moſt 
natural and ſtricteſt ties between the creature and the 
Creator; as it makes us more thoroughly ſenſible of 
dur entire dependence upon him, of our weak neſs 
end wants, and preſents us wich opportunities of ex- 
erting the greateſt virtues, ſuch as confidence in God, 
k grateful acknowledgment of his mercies, diſinte- 
xeltedneſs, humility, reſignation, and patience z and 
$5 it furniſhes piety and religious worſhip with the 
noſt uſual ſubject of their exerciſes by prayers, 
vows, thankſgivings, and ſacrifices. | 


the moſt incommunicable characters of the Divinity 
s the knowledge of futurity. God often challenges 
the falſe deities to foretel what is to come. d Hero 
Fe things that are te come hereafter, that we may Inc tv 
pat ye are Gods, In teaching facred hiſtory, youth 
uſt be made carefully to obſerve the moſt famous 
predictions, whether they regard temporal events, or 
tlpect religion; and at the ſame time the character 
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of the prophets, their miſſion, the end and dangers g 
their office. They are holy and unblameable in they 
manners, lead a poor and obſcure life, without an. 
tion, without intereſt, or deriving any advantage 
from their predictions. They are ſent to the unde. 
Tieving, who oppoſe and perſecute them, and do ng 
ſubmit till the fulfilling of the prediction has made 
it evident. Their predictions regard publick events, 
and declare the fate of kingdoms. They are cir. 
cumſtantial, publiſhed long before their accomplih. 
ment, known to all, and within the capacity of the 
moſt ſimple. All theſe particulars joined togethe 
are powerful motives for belict, 


At: 
geſtri 
and 

down 
Var, 


VI. Laſtly, as Jeſus Chriſt is the end of the lan, 


whenever an occalion naturally offers, he ſhould be 


pointed out to youth in the hiſtories explained © Digi 
them; in the ſacrifices, the ceremonies, the actions du 
of the patriarchs, judges, kings and prophets ; in: 
word, in all thoſe by whom God has thought fit net 

r TO 


ſome reſpect figuratively to repreſent either Chriſt a 
the church, which is his ſpouſe and his work. 


VII. To all theſe obſervations I cannot avoid add- 
ing one more upon the advantages of PIETY, to" 
which youth ought carefully to attend. And indeed Nee 
it hath pleafed. God to ſhew through the whole ſeris e! 
of the hiſtory of the Old Teflament, that all pro- 
miſes and rewards, with reſpect even to this life, are ent 
annexed to PrtTY ; that all temporal advantages WW hen 
ſpring from God, as their ſole original, and that we H 
ought to expect them from him alone, though he hes 
reſerved for his ſervants in eternity ſuch as arc fat k ic 
more worthy his magnificence, and bear a greater “ 
proportion to virtue. It was this piety, which princt- t 
pally conſiſted in a firm confidence in God, that alone ule. 
directed the fate of his people, and abſolutely decided nc 
the publick happineſs, and condition of the ſtate. WF 
Every thing was meaſured by it, fayourable ſexſonh 
plenty, 
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lenty, fruitfulneſs, victory over our enemies, deliver- 


Pee from the greateſt dangers, freedom from a fo- 
en yoke, the enjoyment of all the advanta 
Fuld be taſted in the bolom of a profound peace. 


ges that 


obtained all, and ſurmounted every difficulty. It 
Is by piety that Jonathan with his armour-bearer 


one put a whole garrifon to flight; that David un- 


Amed overthrew the giant, and ſecured himſelf from 
Pe artifices and violence of Saul; that Jehoſhaphat, 
without drawing a ſword, triumphed over three na- 
gens in league againſt him; that Hezekiah ſaved Je- 
uſalem and the kingdom of Judah, by ſeeing the 
I-truftion of an hundred and fourſcore and five thou- 
end Aſſyrians. On the other hand, impiety drew 
Gown all the ſcourges of God's anger, famine, plague, 
war, defeats, bondage, and the entire ruin of the moſt 
pizhty families, guilt always led to an unhappy end. 
Such obſervations may very much contribute to in- 
ulcate ſentiments of piety inſenſibly, agreeably, with - 
but trouble or affectation, without ſeeming to preach, 
r to read long lectures of morality. It is the prin- 
pal end which God has propoſed in connecting 
[| the duties, virtues, precepts, falutary truths, myſ- 
tries, and in a word all religion, with ſuch facts as 
Len of every condition, age, and character are af- 
ſected, becauſe they fall within their capacity, and 
re no leſs agreeable than uſeful. To omit ſuch ob- 
fervations, were to deprive youth of the greateſt ad- 
antages to be reaped from the ſaered books, and leave 
hem ignorant of the eſſential part of Scripture. 
| Having pointed out the principal things to be ob- 
krved in reading and explaining ſacred hiſtory, and 
In ſome meaſure laid down the foundations and prin- 
iples of that ſtudy, I ſhall next make the application 
them to ſome particular facts, to ſhew how the 
ues I have advanced may be reduced to practice. 
nd this I ſhall do with the greateſt order and clear- 
cis that I can, 3 
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; CHAP. II. = 
In 

The application of the foregoing principles to fi * 

examples. and 

| out 

HE examples, to which I ſhall apply the rute lg 


I have laid down, ſhall be taken from tw 
great men very famous in Scripture, Joſeph and H. 
zekiah. And to the hiſtory of theſe two I ſhall al 
ene article upon the prophecies, 


Jon 

4 ſon 
FFG 
Clot 

ARTICLE the FIRST. = 

ſold 

The ſtory of Joſepb. cou 

ture 

8 this ſtory is very long and well known, IA 

be obliged to omit or abridge ſeveral circun-Wl.o 
itances, though very material in themſelves, that Move: 
may not dwell too much upon this ſubject. Into 
| | Pot 

I. Foſeph fold by his brethren, carried into Ene 
brought into Potiphar's bouſe, and thrown into pri E 
Gen. xxxvii, xxxix, xl. hou 


Jacob had twelve children, of which Joſeph ani the 
Benjamin the youngeſt, were born to him of R. er. 
chel. The particular affection which Jacob expre- can 
ſed towards Joſeph, the liberty Joſeph took of charg-WWn 1 
ing his brothers before him with a crime the Scrip- Goc 
ture does not mention, and the account he gate wit! 
them of his dreams, which denoted his future great: ene 
neſs, raiſed their jealouſy and hatred againſt him. pref 

One day as they ſaw him coming up to them in tienen 


country, where they were feeding their flocks, * adi 
6 
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id to one another, ſee here the dreamer cometh z 


come now therefore, let us kill him, and throw him 


Into a pit, and we ſhall ſee what will become of his 


Wrcams. Upon the remonſtrance of Reuben, they 


contented themſelves with throwing him into the pit, 


and taking away his coat. Soon after they drew him 
out from thence, to fel] him to a company of Iſh- 
maelite merchants, who were going down into Egypt, 


2 and accordingly ſold him to them for twenty pieces of 
TY NEE After this they took his coat, and dipped 
1 the blood of a kid, and ſent it to Jacob, ſaying, 
his coat have we found; ſee now whether it be thy 
ſon's coat or no. And he knew it, and ſaid, It is my 
ſon's coat; a wild beaft has devoured him; Joſeph is 
bout doubt rent in pieces. And Jacob rent his 
clothes, and put ſackcloth upon his Joins, and mourn- 
cd for his fon many days. 
The Iſhmaclites carried Joſeph into Egypt, and 
{old him to one of the principal officers in Pharaoh's 
court, named Potiphar. And the Lerd, ſays the Scrip- 
ture, was with Foſeph, and the Lord made all that he 
nba i 7% proſper in bis hand, His maſter ſeeing that the 
cun-Wl.ord was with him took him into favour, made him 
that fforerſcer over his houſe, and all that he had he put 
into his hands. Alſo the Lord blefled the houſe oft 
Potiphar, and he multiplied his bleſſings on all that 
be had for Joſeph's ſake. 
ri He had now lived a conſiderable time in Potiphar's 
houſe, when his miſtreſs caſting her eyes upon him, in 
ani the abſence of her huſband, ſolicited him to fin with 
Ra-. ber. But Joſeph abhorred it, and faid to her, How 
eprel can I be ſo wicked, as to abuſe the confidence placed 
harg- in me by my maſter, and commit this fin againſt 
rip God? but ſhe went on ſtill to ſolicit him day by day, 
gare without obtaining her deſires. At laſt, as Joſeph was 
zreat- ene day alone, ſhe took hold of his garment, and 
m. reſſed him to a conſent. But Joſeph left his gar- 
n taeWnent in her hand, and fled. The woman in gre:.t 
* adignation at his refuſal, ſet up a loud cry, and call- 
al ing 
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ing to the men of her houſe, ſhe told them that 
Joſeph had attempted to do her violence, and as {coy 
as he had heard her cry out, he fled. ' And when her 
huſband came home, ſhe ſaid the ſame things to him, 
and ſhewed him the garment as a proof of what {he 
alledged. Potiphar, too credulous to the words of 
his wife, gave way to the violence of his paſſion, and 
ſhut him up in the priſon where the King's priſoners 
were bound. But the Lord was with Joſeph, had 
compaſſion on him, and gave him grace in the eyes 
of the keeper of the priſon. 

Whilſt Joſeph was in priſon, two of the great of- 
ficers of Pharaoh's court, the chief butler and the 
chief baker, were thrown into the ſame place by the 
King's order. And the keeper charged Joſeph with 
them, as he had with all the other priſoners. Some 
time after they both dreamed a dream in the ſame 
night, which gave them great uneaſineſs. Joſeph ex- 
plained their dreams, and foretold to the butler, that 
within three days he ſhould be reſtored to his em- 
ployment; and told the baker, that within three 
days Pharaoh would hang him on a tree, and the birds 
ſhould eat his fleſh from off him. And as he had fair, 
ſo it fell out. The chief baker was put to death, and 
the butler reſtored. Joſeph beſought the butler to 
ſhew kindneſs to him, to make mention of him be— 
fore Pharaoh, and bring him out of priſon ; for! 
was ſtolen away, ſays he, from the land of the He- 
brews, and have done nothing that they ſhould hut 
me up in this dungeon. But the chief butler being 
reſtored again to favour, thought no more of his in- 
terpreter. 


REFLECTIONS. 


Ju. What muſt we think of God's behaviour to: 
wards Joſeph, whoſe virtue drew upon him ſuch |! 
treatment, firſt from his brethren, who hated him, 
and cruelly uſed him; and then from his miſtreſs, Po- 


tiphar! 


that 
con 
her 
im, 
{he 
3 of 
and 
ners 
had 
eyes 


Of 

the 
the 
vith 
ome 
ame 
ex- 
that 
em- 
hree 
wirds 
ald. 
and 


＋ 10 


Of Sacred Hiſtory. 


109 


phar's wife, who wrongfully accuſed him, and cauſed 
Im to be ſhut up like a wretch in a dungeon? 

| Anſev. It has pleaſed God by this conduct to lay 
$efore us very important inſtructions. 


I. His deſign is to undeceive mankind in the falſe 


hotions they entertain of providence and virtue. They 
re apt to think that God neglects the care of human 
fairs, when thoſe that fear him are oppreſſed and in 
thiſery. They think that virtue ſhould always render 


ch as are ſincerely poſſeſſed of it happy in this life. 
TheScripture overthrows theſe miitaken prejudices by 


the example of Joſeph, over whom God was peculi- 
Aly watchful, and yet he was hated by his brethren, 
fold, baniſhed, wrongfully accuſed and thrown into 

riſon; and for all this preſerved his virtue pure and 


wnſullied, without being ever the better for it for ſe- 


yeral years; and was even thrown into captivity, and 
Fan the hazard of loſing his life only for conſtantly 
perſevering in his duty. Tis true, God afterwards 
broke his bonds, and raiſed him to ſupreme authority. 
But Joſeph was prepared to ſuffer oppreſſion to the 


end of his days. He conſented to die in priſon, if it ſo 
pleaſed God; and would have been no leſs precious 
In his fight, nor leſs ſecure of the eternal bleſſings he 


hoped from his mercy, though he had appearcd to 


have been forſaken by him to the laſt moment. 
Qu. Does it actually appear, that God took a pe- 
culiar care of Joſeph, during his misfortunes ? 
Anſ. The Scripture ſeems to have been particularly 
careful to make us obſerve in what manner God pro- 
tected his ſervant, by informing us! that God was al- 


ways with him, and for this reaſon he was a proſpe- 


Tous man; that he cauſed him to find favour in the 
ght of his maſter, who ſaw that God was with him; 


put it into Potiphar's heart to make him, young as he 
Was, the overſeer over all his houſe; that to engage the 


i Gen, xxxix, 2, &e, \ 
maſter 


and that he bleſſed him in all that he did; that he 
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maſter to his ſervant by a ſtronger and more laſt, 
degree of affection, the Lord bleſſed the houſe of th, 
Egyptian for Joſeph's ſake, and his bleſſings was upot 
all that he had in the houſe and in the field; inſomuch 
that he left all that he had in his hand, and knew ng 
ought he had, ſave the bread that he eat; that when 
Joſeph was caſt into priſon, the Lord ſhewed hin 
mercy, and gave him favour in the ſight of the 
keeper of the priſon, inſomuch that he committed u 
Joſeph's hand all the priſoners that were in the pf. 
. ſon, without looking to any thing that was under 
his hand; and placed ſuch confidence in him, tha 
nothing was done there without his direction; tha 
laſtly, whatever he did the Lord made it to proſper, 
Qu. But notwithſtanding all theſe favours, wu 
not the priſon a very ſorrowful dwelling for Joſeph! 
Anſ. When thrown into priſon, he ſeemed forſaken 
of all; but God deſcended with him into the obſcur: 
dungeon, wherein he was ſhut up. For the Lord wa 
with Joſeph. And the Scripture does not ſcruple to 
fay, that the eternal Wiſdom became in a manner: 


priſoner with him; * She went down with him into i 


Pit, and left him not in bonds. She ſoftened the tedi- 
ouſncis of the nights, which were ſpent in watchin! 
and ſuffering. She was a light in that darkneſs, whi- 
ther the rays of the ſun could not penetrate. She fe- 
moved from ſolitude and captivity, which neither 
reading nor bulineſs could diminiſh or ſuſpend the 
fenſe of, the terrible weight of diſquietude, which 
ſhocks the molt reſolute. 
calmneſs and ſerenity over his mind, of which the 
ſource was inviſible and inexhauftible, When Joſeph 
was made a partner in the throne of Pharaoh, it is not 
faid, that Wiſdom aſcended with him thither, as it i- 
ſaid that ſhe deſcended with him into priſon. Sbe 
accompanied him without doubt in the ſecond eſtate, 
but the firſt was dearer to Joſeph, and mult be ſo to 
every man that has faith, 


k Wiſd. X. 13, 14. 


A. 


And laſtly, ſhe diffuſed a | 
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ſeph was the firſt ſtep, by which God leads him to 
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Ju. What other inſtruction has it pleaſed God to 


Lire us in the conduct he obſerved with regard to Jo- 


ſeph? 
K 25 He would teach us in the ſecond place how 


his providence conducts all things to the execution of 
his deſigns, and how he makes the very obſtacles, 
Which men ſtrive to throw in their way, ſubſervient 


to them. The deſign of God was to raiſe Joſeph 
to ſuch a degree of greatneſs and power, as ſhould 
oblige his brothers to bow down humbly before him. 


Joſeph's brethren oppoſed it; but, ſays the Scripture, 


I There is no wiſdom, nor underſtanding, nor counſel 


the Lord. What they did to humble to Jo- 


elevation and glory 3 and the horrible calumny of 
his unchaſte miſtreſs, which ſeemed to complete his 


misfortunes, was the circumſtance which advanced 


him almoſt to the throne. | 

This Joſeph obſerves himſelf to his brethren after- 
wards, by telling them it was not they that had ſent 
him into Egypt, but God that had brought him thi- 


ther. ® So now it was not you that ſent me hither, but God. 


FT heſe words are great matter of conſolation to ſuch as 
have faith. Whatever ſhall be deſigned againſt them, 
hall become the means of ſecuring their happineſs 
and ſalvation. Secret machinations, or open hatred, 
captivity, or calumny, ſhall bring them to the point 
Which grace has marked out for them; after which 
envy and injuſtice .ſhall be confounded, and when 
they ſhall bave ſettled Joſeph upon the throne, they 
mal! tremble in his preſence. 

Qu. What means did Joſeph make uſe of to reſiſt 
the temptation laid for him by his miſtreſs ? 

Anſ. We find in his conduct an excellent model of 
hat we ſhould do, when we are tempted. Joſeph 
hefends himſelf at firſt by the remembrance of God 


ſo ond his duty. How, ſays he, to that bold and ſhame- 


On, 
i 


els woman, can I commit ſuch an action, who have 
| m Gen. xlv. 8. 


4 God 


Prov. xxi. 30. 
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God for my witneſs and my judge? *Tis in his ſight 
that you and I ſhall both become criminal, It is he 
who commands me to diſobey you upon this occaſion, 
How can I eſcape his view, or corrupt his juſtice, 
be covered from his indignation ; Ho then can 14 
this great wickedneſs, and ſin againſt God? But when 
the temptation was become fo ſtrong, that he had cauſe 
to fear his weakneſs might yield to it, he betakes 
himſelf to flight, forſakes all, and expoſes himſelf tg 
the utmoſt hazard, rather than continue in ſuch x 
ſtate, as might incline him to offend againſt God, 

Qu. Is there is no other refeCtion to be made upon 
the misfortunes and diſgrace of Joſeph ? 

Anſ. How ſevere and unjuſt ſoever the treatment 
was which Joſeph was to undergo, he never let fall 
the leaſt word of murmuring and complaint, He ne- 
ver abandoned himſelf to diſcouragement, whilſt he 
was a bond-ſlave, but gave himſelf up entirely to the 
ſervice of his maſter, So much leiſure as priſoners 
have, and notwithſtanding the natural inclination d 
mankind to talk of their own adventures, he never 
made a recital of his. And when under a neceſuty of 
laying himſelf open to the chief butler, he does it with 
ſuch a moderation and charity, as cannot bz ſuikcient- 
ly admired. For indeed I was ſlolen away out if the 
land of the Hebrews, and here alſo have I done nothing 
that they ſhould put me into the dungeon. He neither 
names his brethren who had fold him, nor his mil 
treſs who had unjuſtly accuſed him. He only ſays, 
that he was carried away and made a flave, though 
free-horn, and condemned to a cruel prifon, though 
he was innocent. Another perſon, of leſs humiliy 
and prudence, would have told the ſtory of his life, 
and infiſted on the moſt honourable circumſtances. It 
he had done fo, the Holy Ghoſt would have left a vit 
tue in darkneſs, which rather than ſubſiſt in obſcurity, 
would have choſe to have been comforted under mii 
fortune by the vain ſatisfaction of making itſelf admit- 
n Gen. xxxix. 9. 


— 


1. 
Cc 


{ Of Sacred Hiſtory. 112 


gt ; whereas care has been taken to let all ages know 
be Nhat Joſeph would not have mentioned in ſecret, nor 
on, che obſcure dungeon wherein he was ſhut up. 
or | 
[4 H. Joſeph's advancement. The firſt deſcent of his 
hen hren inte Egypt. Gen. xli, ii. 
ule At the end of two full years after the butler was re- 
kes Nored, Pharaoh dreamed two dreams in the ſame night. 
to the one he faw ſeven fat kine coming up out of the 
cha ger, which were devoured by ſeven other lean kine, 
at came up after them out of the ſame river. In the 
pon WS cond he ſaw ſeven full ears of corn, which were pre- 
m aft-r devoured by ſeven thin ears. And when 
nent None of the wiſe men of Egypt could interpret theſe 
tall Nes, che butter remembered Joſeph, and ſpoke of 
ne- i to the King, who cauſed him preſently to be 
t he Whrouht out of priſon, and told him his dreams. Jo- 
) the n anſwered, that the ſeven fat kine and the ſeven 
ners Hal cars ſignified ſeven years of plenty; and the ſeven 
nen kine and thin ears ſignified ſeven years of famine 
ver ich were to ſucceed them. And he adviſed the 
ol Ming to look out a wiſe and diſcreet man, who ſhould 
with Ne employed during the ſeven years of plenty to lay up 
\cnt- Wart of the corn in publick ſtore-houſes, that Egypt 
/ tre Fight be ſupplied from thence in the years of famine, 
thing his counſel pleaſed Pharaoh, and he ſaid to Joſeph, 
ther appoint thee this day to rule over the land of Egypt ; 
rail- Wccording to thy word ſhall my people be governed, 
ſays, (Wind only I ſhall be greater than thou. At the ſame 
ough me he took off his ringe from his hand, and put it up- 
dug En Joſeph's hand; and he made him to ride in the ſe- 
nil end chariot which he had, and they cried before him, 
life Wow the knee. He alſo changed his name, and gave 
s. Hin one which ſignified, The ſaviour of the world. 
a v. The ſeven years of plenty fell out, as Joſeph had 
Uri retold. And he gathered up a great quantity of the 
mum, and laid it in the King's ſtore- houſes. The famine 
am- mne next, and ſpread itſelf over all countries; but in 
1 e This ring was the royal ſeal, 
ot L2ypt 
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Egypt there was corn. And when the people ver 
almoit famiſhed, they cried unto Pharaoh for brea 
And he ſaid unto them, Go unto Joſeph, what h 
faith unto you, do. Joſeph then opened the ſtor, 
houſcs, and ſold corn to theEgyptiansandother nation 
Jacob, having heard that there was corn in Egyy 
ordered his ſons to go down thither. They wenty 
the number of ten; for Jacob kept Benjamin wit 
him, leſt ſome accident ſnould happen to him by th 
way. When they were come into Hgypt, they pn 
ſented themſelves before Joſeph, and bewed down be 
fore him. Joſeph knew his brethren, and ſeeing then 
Tie at his feet, he remembered the dreams which he 
had formerly dreamed, but did not make him 
known unto them. He ſpoke to them roughly, ar 
treated them as ſpies, who were come to take a viey 
of the country. But they anſwered him, My Lot, 
we are come to buy corn; we are twelve brothers, d 
one man's ſons, who is in the land of Canaan, Th 
8 is left with our father, the other is dead, 
Vell then, anſwers Joſeph, by this ye ſhall be prove, 
Send one of you to fetch your brother, and the u 
ſhall be kept in priſon. He thought fit however ee 
detain but one of them. Struck with terror and re- t: 
morſe, they ſaid one to another in their own language Ar 
This diſtreſs is juſtly come upon us, for being guilty 
concerning our brother. We ſaw the anguith of hi 
ſoul, when he beſought us to have pity on him, but 
we would not hear him; therefore is this misfortune 
come upon us. Reuben, one of them, ſaid to them, 
Spake I not then unto you, Do not fin againſt the tre 
child, and ye would not hear ; therefore now 1s his 
blood required of you by God. Joſeph, who unde 
ſtood them, though they knew it not, could not rc- 
frain from weeping. He left them for a moment, and 
returned again to talk with them. Ihen he took d. 
meon, and bound him before their eyes; and private) 
commanding his officers to reſtore every man's mone) 
into his ſack, they departed with their aſſes loader 
with corn, Rae. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


8 9,, Why did God leave Joſeph in priſon ſo many 
Es, without ſeeming to be mindful of him? 

Au. This term, which ſeems long indeed to a 
Filoner, was neceſſary to confirin Joſeph in humility, 
Ibmiſſion to the will of God, and patience, We 
Jould have looked upon him with conce:n, had we 
Jen him in bonds, and known his innccence. But 
bod, who had a far more indulgent and tender com- 
Eton for him, left him in a condition, from which 
e ſhould have delivered him. He knew what was 
lanting to his virtue; how long the remedies requi— 
te for his health were to laſt. He faw his future 
Imptations and dangers, and prepared for him dur- 
Ig his bondage the ailiftances and ſtrength he would 
and in need of after his advancement. Thus he 


Tu als with his elect; he ſtrengthens them in patience 
dead, id bumility, and does not expoſe them to temptation 
oel they are duly prepared to reſiſt it. 

e rei A;. How came Pharaoh fo eaſily to reſolve upon 
/er ue choice of Joſeph for his firſt miniſter, and to in- 
ad tft a ſtranger and a foreigner with ſovereign power ? 
rage Anſ. Tis the happineſs of a nation, when a Prince 


Inſpired with a ſalutary thought. Whilſt Joſeph 


uilty 
S as ſpeaking to the ears of Pharaoh, God inſtructed 


of his 


„ bu" in ſecret, He cauſed him to attend to the ſage 
ortune ice and prudent counſels of a ſtranger and a cap- 
theme; and removed from him all the prejudices, which 
ſt the frequently hinder perſons in high ſtation from ſub- 

is hitting to the evidence of truth, and acknowledging 
inder underſtanding ſuperior to their own. He made 
ot -n comprehend, that a mere human wiſdom would 
t, an improper to execute what had been ſuggeſted to him 
ok Si viidom from above, and that it would be in vain 
vate beck out for any other miniſter, than the perſon 
nonWm God had choſen, Can we fird, “ ſays Pha- 
L oaden 0 


y Cen. xli. 38. 


3 


ragb, 
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raoh, ſuch a one as this is, a man in whom the ſpiri 
God is? 

In talking thus, he entirely reformed the errors 
a falſe policy, which conſiders virtue and religion; 
unſeryiceable in the government of a ſtate, and fit 
an exact probity too great a check upon its views a 
projects. This ſtupid impiety is expoſed to etery 
{hame by an infidel King. He is convinced, that th 
more of the Spirit of God a miniſter has, the man 


capable he is of governing a kingdom. And the le ad 
attention ſuffices to diſcover, that the oppoſite princiy 10 
flows from the utter want of human underſtanding. . 
Ju. What mult we think of Joſeph's glory, wh 2 ; 
raiſed almoſt to a throne ? 45 
Anſ. The Holy Ghoſt informs us in another boi . 
that the calumnies which had been caſt upon Joſeph 5. 
were then fully diſperſed, and the authors of ther p 
convicted of forgery. 9 As for them that had accuſ 8 
him, fhe ſhewed them to be liars, and gave him perpetulie . 
glory. Thus the pomp which ſurrounded him, w: 4; 
the triumph of virtue. Twas virtue, that was er 
poſed a ſpectacle to all nations; that was feated in; 3 
magnificent chariot, from whence ſhe inſtructed 
rightcous in all ages, never to give way to deſpardiy _ 
but to retain an invincible patience. *T'was beto 74 
virtue, that all the world bent the knee, and Joſe 15 
was the herald exhorting all men to the practice q 
virtue, at the ſame time that the herald, who wen. 
before him, required that external mark of reſp - 
to be paid to the firſt miniſter of Pharaoh. 10 
Qu. Were Joſeph's dreams fulfilled, with reſp , 
to his brethren ? þ wu 
Anſ. They were evidently fo, upon their falling 
proſtrate at his feet. And Joſeph's brethren can 
and bowed down themſelves before him with their /l.. 
to the earth, Thus was brought to paſs what tue 4 
had been ſo apprehenſive of, when they knew nat g - 
intereſt they had in owning him, for their mag. 


4 Wiſd. x, 14. r Cen, xl, 6. 15 


Of Sacred Hiſtory. 117 


he more they ſtrove to prevent it, and make them- 
Bucs independent of him, the more they contributed 
advance his authority. They reſolved not to fall 


rt ' 


Ts 


onen before him, whilſt they had him amongſt them; 
1 nk t go to ſeek him in Egypt, to throw themſelves at 
uc feet. They forſook him, and would have taken 
dera v his life, when ſent to them by their father ; but 
at Me compelled to appear betore him, after a kind of 
maß urrection, with fear and trembling. They fall 
” 0 dn before him like Egypt, and the other nations, 
neh oe example they follow, and are not afraid of be- 
ing, g rejected by him, becauſe they look upon him as 
10S: ſaviour of the world; whereas they had before 
9 apprehenſive of being ſubject to him, whilſt 
| 1 ey conſidered only their own depreſſion in his ad- 
* incement. | 
hon u. What do we learn from the remorſe of Jo— 
1 ph's brethren, for the cruel treatment they had, 
ho him ? : | 
4 M An. We ſee in their ſelf-accuſations both the force 
dn conſcience, and the advantage of the holy education 
e c cob gave his children, which though not always 
efpa id of oftence, was ſtill never totally extinguiſhed; 
beſnrevered the law, which condemned their actions. 
I Gi verily guilty, * ſaid they one to another, con- 
dicet ning our brother, and therefore is this diſtreſs juftly 
\ wen ben us. Men can never entirely efface the ſenſe, 
reſpe nich God has impreſled upon their hearts of his 
eſence and juſtice, They will never ſucceed in per- 
reſyel ating themſelves, that {in is in its nature indifferent, 
was not ſeen, or will remain unpunithed, Their 
tall may be removed ſometimes by the patience and 
„ ece of their judge, or the number of their accom- 
„ e; but when vengeance comes to ſhew itſelf, 
__ @-| ſhall be the firſt to own that they have deſerved 
2 and their accomplices will then ſeem to them but 
make lo many witnefles, who are ready to accuſe and 
Mound them. | 
Th Gen. xlii, 21. 
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III. The ſecond deſcent of Jacob's children into Em 
Joſeph made known to his brethren. Gen. xliii, xy 
xlv. | 

When Jacob's children, upon their return, hu 
told him all that had befallen them, the impriſonmen 
of Simeon, and the expreſs order they had receiye 
to carry Benjamin down into Egypt, the ſorrowfi 
news filled him with grief, and renewed his forme 
concern for the loſs of Joſeph. He long refuſed y 
let his dear Benjamin go, in whom he placed his ſq 
conſolation. But at laſt, ſeeing there was a neceſly 
for it, and that otherwiſe both muſt periſh by famine, 
he conſented to his departure upon the repeated af. 
rances his other children gave him, that they wou 
bring him back again. J hey all then ſet out tog 
ther with preſents for Joſeph, and double the monte 
they had found in their ſacks, | 

Being come into Egypt, they preſented themſely: 
before Toſeph. As ſoon as he ſaw them, and Ben 
min with them, he ſaid to the ruler of his houſe 
Bring theſe men home, and ſlay, and make ready; 
for theſe men ſhall eat with me at noon. The ſtewar 
executed Joſeph's order, and brought them into hi 
houſe, Surprized at this treatment, they imagine 
he had ſought for an occaſion againſt them, becau 
of the money they had found in their ſacks. They. E 
then began to juſtify themſelves to the ſteward, by ſa 
ing, they knew not how it came to paſs, but as 
proof of their honeſty, they had brought back tit 
money. The ſteward encouraged them, bidding the: 
not be afraid ; that their God, and the God of the 
fathers, had given them treaſure in their ſacks; bi 
that for his part, he had their money. And ſtraitwa 
he brought out Simeon unto them. They had wats 
then given them, and when they had waſhed thei 
feet, they waited for the coming in of Joſeph. 

When Joſeph came home, they bowed theinſelv 
to him to the earth, and offered him their preſents 


Jolepl 


Of Sacred Hiſtcry. I19 


Peph having graciouſly aſked them of their welfare, 
d to them, Your father, the old man of whom ye 
ake, is he yet alive? And they anſwered, Thy ſfer- 
Int our father is in good health, he is yet alive, And 
the ſame time they bowed themſelves down to the 
&:th again. Joſeph caſting his eyes upon Benjamin, 
nd is this, ſays he, your younger brother, of whom 
ſpake to me? God be gracious, adds he to him, un- 
I thee, my ſon. And Joſeph made haſte to go out; 
r the ſight of his brother had affected him ſo much, 
at he could no longer refrain from tears. Preſently 
der he returned to his brethren, and having ordered 
Kualsto be brought in, he ſat down to eat with them. 
When Joſeph had caten with his brethren, he gave 
ſecret order to his ſteward, to fill their ſacks with 
rn, and to put every man's money in his ſack's 
puth; and put my ſilver cup, ſays he, in the ſack 
the youngeſt. His ſteward obeyed, and the next 
pruing they departed with their aſſes loaden with 
urn. But they were ſcarce got out of the town, be- 
re Joſeph ſent his ſteward after them, to charge them 
th ſtealing his cup. They were much ſurprized to 
d themſelves accuſed of fo baſe an action, which 
y had never ſo much as thought of. We brought 
ck, ſaid they, the money we found in our ſacks 
uths, how then ſhould we ſteal out of thy lord's 
ule ſilver or gold? With whomſoever of thy ſer- 
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men. The ſteward took them at their 


He ds; and ſearching their ſacks, beginning with the 
chen ett, the cup was found in Benjamin's ſack. 


They returned to the city in great affliction, and 
at to throw themſelves at Joſeph's teet, After ſome 
roaches, he told them, that he, in whoſe ſack the 
was found, ſhould continue his ſlave. Then Ju- 
having aſked leave to ſpeak, repreſented to Jo- 
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. d, that if they returned to their father without 
ache eing back with them the ſon he ſo tenderly loved, 
elend! ſhould kill him with ſorrow. I, adds he, became 
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a ſurety for him with my father; let me therefore, i 
pray thee, abide in his {ſtead a bondman to my lo 
For I cannot return without him, leſt I ſee the e 
that ſhall come upon my father. | 

At theſe words Joſeph could refrain himſelf wil 
longer. He commanded all that were preſent to 
out from him. Then, the tears falling from his ey, 
he cried aloud, and ſaid to his brethren, I am Jo. 
ſeph. Does my father yet live? And they could nx 
anſwer him, for they were troubled at his preſence, 
He then ſpoke gently to them, and ſaid, Come ney 
to me. And as they came near, I am Joſeph, ay 
he, your brother, whom you ſold into Egypt. Noy 
therefore be not grieved and angry with yourſelye, 
that you fold me hither; for God ſent me before ya 
to preſerve life. So now it was nat you that ſent m 
hither, but God. Go, tell my father, that God hat ; 
made me lord of all Ezypt. Let him make haſte s 
come down, and he ſhall dwell near me; and 1 wil 
nouriſh him and all his family, for there are yet in: 
years more of famine. You lee with your eyes, thu 
it is I who am talking to you. Tell my father d 
all my glory in Egypt, and of all that you hai 
ſcen; and make haſte to bring him down hither, 
And when he had ſaid thus, he fell upon Benjamin) 
neck, and embraced him with tears. And he kiſkt 
all his brethren, and after that they were encourage 
to talk with him. 

The news was ſoon ſpread thro' the whole court 
Pharaoh expreſſed his ſatisfaction in it to Joſeph, aut 
bade him preſently bring down all his family ing h. 
Egypt. Jofeph diſmiſſed his brethren with proviſion 
for their journey, and waggons to bring do, 1 thel 
father, their wives and children. When they wen 
come into the land of Canaan, they ſaid to Jaco! 
Joſeph your ſon is yet alive, and he is governor 09 
all the land of Egypt. And Jacob's heart fainted 
for he believed them not. But at laſt, when he ia 
heard all that had paſt, and had ſeen the waggons, ©" 

tt 
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Ine other preſents his ſon had ſent, he ſaid, It is 
Bough, Joſeph my ſon is yet alive; I will go and ſee 
Im before I die. He ſoon after took his journey 
ith all bis family, and went down into Egypt. And 
nen he had paid his reſpects to the King, Joſeph 


"i laced him in the land of Goſhen, the moſt fruitful 
w. Part of Egypt, where Jacob lived ſeventy years. 
„ REFLECTIONS. 


. Joſeph's diſcovering himſelf to his brethren is 
he moſt affecting and tender part of his ſtory, but is 
Greceded by ſtrange circumſtances. In ſhort, how 
lan we reconcile his forgetfulneſs and indifference to- 
Sards his father and brethren, whom he leaves expoſ- 
bd to the fatal conſequences of a cruel famine, and 
he extreme ſeverity he uſes them with in calumniat- 
pg and impriſoning them; how, I ſay, can we re- 
toncile all this with that goodneſs and tenderneſs, 
Fhich cannot help ſhewing itſelf at the very time 
hat he is uſing them thus ſeverely ? 

Anſ. Tis this ſeeming contradiction, which 


1 bould let us ſee, that there is ſome myſtery concealed 
iche nder the outſide of an action, which otherwiſe 


light offend reaſon, and appear oppoſite to the ſen- 
ments which nature has implanted in the hearts of 
Il mankind, 

Joſeph ſold by his brethren to the Egyptians, con- 
ered by Jacob as dead, forgotten by all his family, 
dnoured in the mean time and ruling in Egypt, is 
conteſtably the figure of Jeſus Chriſt, delivered into 
e hands of the Gentiles by the Jews, generally re- 
dunced by his own nation, put to death by their 
nel envy, owned and adorcd by the Gentiles as 


Amins 
kiſſed 


uragel 


court; 
h, and 
y inte 
Viſion 
4 chel 


wel : . x 

y © {Wir Saviour and their King. 

* In the firſt journey the children of Jacob made into 
SY pypt, 'tis ſaid, 4 that Fofeph know his brethren, but 
Alntes 


7 1 not known by them. | his is the condition of the 
e Da 


24 q Cen ni. 8. 
N59 oN 
of 


Vor. III. © Jews. 
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Jews, By refuling to ſubmit to Jefus Chriſt, they 


ceaſed to ſee him, but could not free themſelves fron 
his dominion. They read the Scriptures, and then 
they find their Lord without knowing him. ' The 
ſaw him, and did not receive him. He ſpoke to then 
in parables, becauſe they were unworthy to hear the 
myſteries -which they refuſed. to believe. But the 
vail will not always remain over their heart. 
During the long interval their blindneſs laſts, they 
ſuffer a, cruel famine, not of material bread, but as the 
prophet had foretold, of the word of God, which 
they are not allowed to underſtand. I will fend; 
famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thin 
for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord. The 
land of Canaan is condemned to a total ſterility, 
The true, bread of life is found only in Egypt. Who. 
ever would live muſt neceſſarily go down thither; 
and till Benjamin, the laſt of Jacob's children, ui xx, 
the figure of the latter Jews, appears there in perſon, 


the famine will ſorely aMict that wretched nation. 15 

Hitherto Joſeph ſhall appear to be hard-hearted to. "4h 
wards his brethren, He ſhall ſpeak to them, as tho, 
he knew them not, with an angry voice and a rig ly 


countenance. * He made himſelf ſirange unto them, a 
ſpake roughly to them, Tis thus that Chriſt has long 
behaved towards an ungrateful and blind people. H 
appears not to know his brethren according to tht 
fleſh. He ſeems to have forgotten the fathers of 
faithleſs and bloody generation. 

Yet Joſeph offered violence to himſelf in concea 
ing his affection. He could not refrain from weeping 
he was obliged to turn aſide, to hide his face, an 
withdraw from time to time to vent his tears. I. 
pains he took to conceal them, was the figure of the 
ſecret mercy hid in the boſom of God, and relerve 
till the time appointed in his eternal counſel. I. 
promiſes of God will be accompliſhed upon Iſrael; io 
his gifts are without repentance, and his truth endul 


r Amos viii, 11. Ge xlit. 7. 


el 
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n for ever. But a juſt ſeverity ſuſpends the effects of 
m ; clemency, which our groans, joined to thoſe of the 


i Wrophets, are to haſten. 


7 2. Can Joſeph be looked upon in any other cir- 


n aumſtances of his life as the figure of Jeſus Chriſt? 

de 4. There are few ſaints of the Old Teſtament, 

the WW: whom God has been pleafed to expreſs ſo many 
ircumſtances of reſemblance with his ſon, as in Jo- 


the 


her eh. The bare repetition of them will be an evi- 
ent proof of this obſervation, 


uch 

mn 

bird i ariculars of agreement between Jeſus Chriſt and 
bn Foſeph. 

lity, p 

* Jos Erk. Irsus CHRIST. 

ner; | 

aul He is hated of his bre- He is hated by the 
ron ren. Jews. 

on. 1. For accuſing them of 1. For reproving them 
ed 0. me great crime. for their ſins. 

s tho 2. For being affection- 2. For declaring him- 


, rigid 
N, Ol 
is long 
e. He 
to tht 
8 of 


ely beloved by his fa- 


er, 


3. For foretelling his 
ture glory. 


oncei He is ſent by his father 
ec" i his brethren at a diſ- 
65 1 nee. 

\ 


His brethren conſpire 


of til inſt his life. 


1 — Hle is fold for twenty 
, * ces of falver. 
rael; Me is given up into the 


h ends of rangers by his 


" þ brethren, 


His 


ſelf to be the Son of God, 
and ſaying, that God him- 
ſelf called him his well- 
beloved Son. 

3. For foretelling, that 
they ſhould ſee him fitting 
at the right hand of God. 

He is ſent by God his 
Father to the loft ſheep of 
the houſe of Iſrael. 

The Jews form a deſign 
of putting him to death. 

He is ſold for thirty 
pieces of ſilver. 

He is delivered up to 
the Romans by the Jews. 
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ped in blood, 


He is condemned by Po- | 


tiphar, without any one's 
tpeaking in his behalf. 
He ſuffers in filence. 


Placed between two 
criminals, he foretels the 
advancement of the one, 
and the approaching death 
of the other. 

He lies three years in 
priſon, 

He arrives at glory by 
ſuftcrings-and humiliati- 
ons. 

He is ſet over the houſe 
of Pharaoh, and over all 


Egypt. 
1 alone is above 
him 


He was called the Savi- 
our of the world. 


All bend the knee be- 


fore him. 


The famine is in all 
lands; there is no bread 
but in Egypt, where Jo- 
ſeph governs. 


All are ſent back to Jo- 
ſeph by Pharaoh. 


Al 
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His garment was dip- 


The humanity he vn 
clothed with, 1uffers ; 
bloody death. 

He is condemned, an 
no body ſpeaks in his de. 
fence. 

He ſuffers all kind fi, 
injuries and puniſhment 
without complaining, 

Placed between tm 
thieves, he foretels th 
one, that he ſhould goin- 
to paradiſe, and lets thi 
other die impenitent. 

He lies three days inthe 
grave. 

It behoved that Chr : 
ſhould ſuffer, and thus«-W 
ter into his glory. 

He is made head oft 


church, and every creatuno' 
is made ſubject unto hin op 

He is above every cr elve 
ture, but ſubject to Ge: 
as man. S th 

His name of Jesvs li: I 
nifies a Saviour, and icul 
indeed the only one rem 
whom we can be fave. th 

Every creature mos 
bow at the name of Je ur. 
Chriſt, ere 

Poverty and error Hao. 
univerſal; truth and g. 


are found only in 
Church, where efusCli 
reigns. 

here is no ſalvation, 


grace but by Jeſus Chil 


All the neighbouring All nations are admit- 
people come into Egypt ted into the church to ob- 
&o buy corn. tain ſalvation, 

Toſeph's brethren come The Jews will one day 
o him, own him, fall return to Jeſus Chriſt, 
own before him, and are own him, worſhip him, 
N ed in Egypt. and enter into the church. 


In all theſe applications, and I could add ſeveral 


tuo thers, is there any thing forced or conſtrained? Could 
; the pure chance have poſſibly thrown together ſo many 


feſembling circumſtances, ſo different, and at the 
me time ſo natural? I ſhould as ſoon ſay, that the 
moſt finiſhed and reſembling portrait was alfo the ef- 
Fect of mere chance, Tis plain, that an intelligent 
hand did purp>ſely contrive and apply all theſe colours 
to make a perfect picture, and that the deſign of 
God in joining together ſo many ſingular circum- 
ſtances in the life of Joſeph, was to deſcribe the prin- 
kipal lines in that of his Son. We ſhould therefore 
Know the hiſtory of Joſeph only by halves, if we 
Topped at the bare lurface, without informing our- 
ſelves of the hidden and mylterious ſenſe, wherein 
he moſt eſſential part of it conſiſts, as Jeſus Chrift 
| the end of the law, and of all the Scriptures. 


vs e beg the reader to obſerve, that though theſe par- 
anc eculars relating to Joſeph and Jeſus Chriſt are ſo ex- 
one Memely natural and alike, there is no mention made 
ſaved. F their agreement either in the Goſpels or the writ- 


nes of the Apoſtles; which ſhews, that beſides the 
gures which are explained in the New Teſtament, 
ere are others ſo plain and evident, that we cannot 
aſonably doubt of their containing alſo ſome myſ- 
ry, But we muſt be very cautious and reſerved 
pon this laſt kind, eſpcially when we are inſtruct- 
iz youth, and principally inſiſt upon the figures of 
hich Chriſt and his Apoſtles have made the appli- 


ation. 
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ARTICLE the SECOND. 


The miraculous deliverance of Jeruſalem unde W's 
Hezekiah., 4 


SHALL treat of this fact only in the life of th 
holy King Hezekiah, as it is one of the mos 
ſignal in ſacred hiſtory, and moſt proper to make u 
tenfible of the cmnipotence of God, and his watch. 
fulneſs over thoſe, who place their confidence in him, 
And here I ſhall barely point out the principal ir: 
eumſtances, which the reader may ſee at large, if h 
conſults the hiſtorical books, that give an accountd 
it, and eſpecially the prophecies of Iſaiah, whid 
contain a very clear and expreſs prediction of it, 
tSennacherib, King of the Aſſyrians, was ſet out 
from Nineveh with a formidable army, defigning iv 
deſtroy utterly the city of Jeruſalem with its Kiny 
and inhabitants. He aſſured himſelf of viQon, 
and inſulted before-hand the God of Jeruſalem, ſay 
ing, he would treat him as he had done the gods d 
all the other cities and kingdoms he had conquered, 

He knew not that he was but an inſtrument in the 
hand of God, who called him by an hiffing (as the 
Scripture expreſſes it “) from the end of the earth, 
Not to deſtroy, but to correct his people. 

All oppoſition gave way before the victorious arm 
of this Prince; in a little time he made himſelf malte 
of all the fortified places in the land of Judah. * Je 
ruſalem was in great conſternation. Hezek iah ha 
taken all neceſſary meaſures to put the city in! 
condition to make a vigorous defence; but he reli 
only upon the divine aſſiſtance for its deliverance 
God had engaged himſelf by a ſolemn and frequent 


ly repeated promiſe to defend the city againſt the v. 
* 

t 2 Kings xviii. 13. x 2 Chron, xxxii, 2, 8. 0 if 

u Iſa. x, 7, 15. Y Iſa. Xxx. «© Ifa 


w Iſa, v. 26. vii. 18. x. 5, 6. 


ſault 


Kult of the King of Aſſyria, but upon condition that 
She inhabitants ſhould depend only upon him, ſhould 
ſemain quiet, and not feek aid from the King of 
„het. Ia returning and reſt ſhall ye be ſaved, * ſaid 
he to them, in guietneſs and in confidence ſhall be your 
Wrength. He had ſeveral times declared to them, 
That the ſtrength of Egypt ſhould turn to their ſhame 
End confuſion. d To render this prediction ſtill 
Wore ſenſible to them, he had obliged the prophet 
Eriah to walk naked and barefoot thro' the midſt 
bf Jeruſalem, declaring that ſuch ſhould be the fate 
pf the Egyptians and Ethiopians. 


N 
- 


| Cit The great men, the politicians, could not be ſatiſ- 
if bt Fed to continue unactive, and rely upon the pro- 
re Iniſe of God, © They collected a conſiderable ſum of 
yhich 


honey, and ſent deputies to the King of Egypt to 
Implore his aſſiſtance. Several of them thought fit 
to retire into that country, in hopes of finding a ſe- 


ere retreat there againſt the evils with which they 
KingBWcre threatened. God ſeveral times reproached them 
om i by his prophet, but always in vain. And the 
„e King Hezekiah inceſſantly repeated to them: 
ds d The Lord will deliver us; r IP [hall not be de- 
Ted, rere into the hand of the Afſyrians, But they 
n theearkened not unto him. | 
ot * This holy King, fearing he had done wrong in 


reaking the treaty he had made with the King or 
iyria, reſolved, in order to have nothing to reproach 
imſelf with, and all, poſſible right on his ſide, to 
hake him entire ſatisfaction. He therefore ſent em- 
ailadors to Lachiſh, and ſaid to him, I have offend- 
, return from me; that which thou putteſt on me 
will bear. And the King of Aſſyria appointed H-ze- 
ah to give him three hundred talents of ſilver, and 
irty talents of gold. This ſum he raiſed with 


went 

he al a Ver, 15. d 2 Kings XViil, 32. and Xix, 
a Ver, 1—5. 10. 
d Iſa. xx. 1. e 2 Kings xviil, 19. 
C Iſa, xxx, 


G4 much 
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much difficulty, and ſent it to him. There wx 


reaſon to hope, that ſuch a ſtep would have diſarme( Hie 
the rage of Sennacherib ; but he grew more haught; 0 
upon it, and adding perfidy to injuſtice, he ſent im. ba 


mediately a large body of troops againſt Jeruſalem, ſho! 
with orders to Rabſhakeh, who commanded thx 
detachment, to ſummon Hezekiah and the inhahj. 
tants to ſurrender, in the name of the great King, 
the King of Aſſyria. This officer diſcharged hi 
commiſſion in terms ful] of contempt for the Kine 
Judah, and inſults againſt the God of Iſrael. Wafer 
Hezekiah heard it, he rent his clothes, put ſackc]o 
upon his loins, and went into the houſe of the Lon; 
from whence he diſpatched his principal officers u 
Iſaiah, to tell him the inſolent words of Rabſhakeh, 
The prophet replied, You ſhall ſay thus to you 
maſter, Thus ſaith the Lord, Be not afraid of the 
words which thou haſt heard, with which the {er 
vants of the King of Aﬀyria have blaſphemed me 
Behold, I will ſend a blaſt upon him, and he hal 
hear a rumour, and ſhall return to his own land, 
and I will cauſe him to fall by the ſword in his 
own land. | 

In the mean time Tirhakah, King of Ethiopia 
had ſent meſſengers to Jeruſalem, to aſſure the inhi 
bitants that he was coming up to their relief, Ani 
ſoon after he arrived with his whole army, joined tt 
that of the Egyptians. t Upon the firſt news that 
Sennacherib received of it, he reſolved to marc 
againſt him. But firſt he ſent his embaſſadors to He 
zekiah, with a letter full of blaſphemies againſt tht 
God of Iſrael, The holy King, in great aMiction 
went ſtrait to the temple, ſpread forth this im 

ious letter before the Lord, and repreſented to hi 
in a lively and pathetick prayer, that it was again 
him they fought, that the glory of his name . 
affected, and that for this reaſon he preſumed to al 


f Iſa, xviil. 1—3. s 2 Kings xix. 9=34+ 
: a mirac 
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> miracle of him, that all the kingdoms of the earth 
night know, that he alone was the Lord and the true 
God. In that moment Iſaiah ſent to tell Hezekiah, 
Fat the Lord had heard his prayer, and the city 
mould not even be belieged. W hom, ſays God, ad- 
Lrefling himſelf to Sennacherib, haſt thou reproach- 
ed and blaſphemed ? Againſt whom haſt thou exalt- 
led thy voice, and lift up thy hands on high? Even 
Eoainſt the Holy One of Iſrael. Becauſe thy rage 


@cainſt me, and the tumult is come up into mine 


Wat 
med 
1 
IM» 
(m, 
that 
abi. 
ing, 

hit 


10 of 

Ro Ears, therefore I will put my hook in thy noſe, and 
oo ry bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by 
ore way by which thou cameſt. 


The King of Ethiopia, full of confidence in the 
number of his troops, thought that the ſight of them 
would ſuffice to put the Aityrians to flight, and ſet 


rs to 
Ake. 


"OUT 


the eruſalem free. He knew not the curſe which God 
> ſer Nad denounced againſt him, for preſuming to declare 
d me imſelf the protector and deliverer of Jeruſalem and 
ſhale people of God, as though both had been with- 


land, 
n his 


dut hope or refuge, unleſs he had haſtened to take 
upon him their defence. His army was cut to pieces. 
The ſlaughter was ſo great, and the flight ſo ſwift, 
hat there was no perſon left to bury the dead. After 
is victory, the King of Aſſyria carried the war into 
Egypt itſelf. All there was in diſorder and confuſion. 
20d had taken away counſel and prudence from the 


jopis, 
inha 

And 
ned tt 


s thaWile counſellors of Egypt, and minglad a perverſe: 
mar irit in the midſt thereof. He deprived their leaders. 
to Hef all ſtrength and courage; ſo that they made no 
nſt thaFWeliitance, and the whole country lay expoſed to the 


iction 


18 im 


liſcretion of an avaricious and cruel Prince, who 


Fried away an infinite number of captives, as | Iſaiah 
to hinfWad foretold. 


again When Sennacherib had returned with his victo- 
ne wal'ous troops before Jeruſalem, 'tis eaſy to imagine 
| to ew. great the conſternation of the city muſt have 


u Iſa, xviii, and xix. i Iſa. xx. * Iſa. xxii. , 5, 7. 
mirac 88 deen. 
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been. They ſaw an immenſe army encamped at their Wi; 
gates, and all the neighbouring country covered with Nee. 
chariots of war. The enemy was preparing to lay ſh; 
ſtege to the city, and lift up their voice againſt mount G0 
Sion, The time of their deſtruction ſeemed to dry Maga 
nigh ; but it was that of divine mercy, and their wo 
2 That very night (which doubtleſs pre. ma 
ceded the day appointed for a general attack) the ne. 
angel of the Lok came into the camp of the Aſy. WW 

rians, and flew an hundred and fourſcore and fue ſyri 
thouſand men. Sennacherib riſing at the break of WW 
2 the dead bodies, and immediately returned 


to Nineveh, where he was ſoon after ſlain by his own WE | 
ſons in the temple, and in the preſence of his gods. 

* 

REFLECTIONS. of h 

miſc 

I. Sennacherib the inſtrument of God's wrath. = 

Wide! 


I Tfaiah, fortelling the departure of Sennacherid Wadi! 
and his army, ſpeaks of God in a manner ſuitable to Wtanc 
the grandeur and-majeſty of the Almighty. He has The 
only to give the ſignal, and ſet up the ſtandard, and Bed e 
all the 8 of the earth repair to it. All the Wholic 
Kings of the world are but as flies in compariſon of Whbta 
him. All their power is weakneſs in his fight. ® He Bs t. 
biſſes for them, and they march. It was a chk con- Whot | 
ſolation to the faithful of thoſe days, to know for he « 
certain that all the evils which befel them were or- Mo cc 
dered by divine Providence; that God ſent them 23 Heſe 
remedies, and not barely as puniſhments ; that men 
were only the minifters of his juſtice ; and that they III. 
were guided by his wiſdom at the time they were 
thinking to gratify their own paſſions. 

T is God himſelf that reveals to us the extrava- Wt * 
gant imaginations of Sennacherib, who being no more eaſe 


1 Ifa, vii. 18. and x. 5, 6, is in the land of Aſſpria, IIa. vib 
m be Lord Hall * the 18. 
fy — and for the bee that B Ia, x. 7—15. 


than 
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eit than a ſervant, thinks himſelf the maſter, and not 


ith eing the hand which employs him, aſcribes all to 
is own, and fears not to ſet himſelf in the place of 
unt God. Can the inſtrument, ſays God, boaſt itſelf 
raw Magainſt the artiſt who makes uſe of it ? Does the 


work properly belong to the inſtrument or the work= 
man? Is it not the height of folly, that the inſtru- 
the ment ſhould riſe up againſt the hand and underſtand- 
y- Wong that 1 it? Yet thus did the King of Aſ- 
hve ria think and act. 


ned II. The great men apply to the Kings of Ethiopia and 
wa i Egypt. 


We ſee here how dangerous it is to prefer the views 
of human prudence to thoſe of faith. God had pro- 
miſed to deliver Jeruſalem, provided the inhabitants 
would keep themſelves quiet, and place their ſole con- 

ence in him. Here they were to fix. But the 
1erid Waſſiſtance of God was inviſible, and ſeemed at a diſ- 
le to tance. The danger was preſent and augmented daily. 


: has WT he ſuccours of Egypt were nigh at hand, and ſeem- 
and Wed certain. According to all the rules of human 
| the Wolicy, nothing ought to have been omitted towards 
n of Wobtaining the protection of two ſuch powerful Kings, 


m He 
COn* 
for 
e or- 


þs thoſe of Egypt and Ethiopia. Beſides, would it 
pot be tempting God, to expect a miracle? And in 
Ine extreme danger they were, would it not be folly 


d continue unactive ? The event will ſhew, whether 


m as Whele politicians or Hezekiah reaſoned moſt juſtly. 
men 
they III. The impious ſpeeches and blaſpheming letter of 


were Sennacherib. 

rava- * The ſpeeches and letter of Sennacherib with 
more Wealon appear impious, ſenſeleſs, and deteſtable in the 
nouth of a worm againſt the Majeſty of heavens 


Ila, vil 


© 2 Kings xix, 


than G 6 This 
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Prince, ſo proud and haughty, the God of [frat 


This Prince, blinded by his ſucceſs, and not know. 
ing whence it aroſe, entertained the ſame notions gf 
the God of Judah, as of all the other Gods, whoſe 
power, in his opinion, was confined to certain regions, 
and ſome particular effects, and were capable of being 
entirely overthrown, notwithſtanding their divinity, 
He ſaw nothing in the God of Iſrael to diſtinguißh 
him from the multitude of gods he had conquered, 
His empire was encloſed within the narrow limits of 
a ſmall country, and confined to the mountains. Hi 
name was ſcarce known among the neighbouring na- 
tions. This God had already ſuffered the ten tribe 
to be carried away by the Kings of Nineveh. He 
had juſt loſt all the fortified places of the tribe of 
Judah, which alone was left him; and all his domi- 
nions, all his people, all his worſhippers, and hi; 
whole religion were reduced to a ſingle city, in al} 
outward appearance without any power to ſecure it- 
ſelf from the deſtruction, which Sennacherib look- 
ed upon as inevitable. 

"Tis admirable to ſee in what manner God is 
pleaſed to confound the inſolent pride of this Prince, 
who cauſed himſelf to be called the great King, the 
King by way of excellence ; who conſidered him- 
felf as an invincible conqueror, as the lord of the 
earth, and the ſubduer of men and gods. Thx 


will treat as a wild beaſt ; he will put a hook in his 
noſe, and a bridle in his mouth, and turn him back 
with diſgrace and infamy by the fame way that he 
came triumphant and glorious. Such is the fate 0 
human pride, 


IV. The defeat of the King of Ethiopia. 


Tis eaſy to diſcern in the puniſhment of the King 


of Ethiopia the jealouſy of the Lord of hoſts againit 


whomever pretends to be his r.val, or to ſhare with 
him in glory, by preſuming to abſt him in the pie— 


{ery atiul 
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erration of his inheritance, or in freeing it from dif- 
culties wherein his promiſes had too far engaged it; 
End in the ſad fate of the Iſraelites, who had recourſe 


Ito Egypt, we may plainly ſee the condemnation of 


. 
of 
fe 
1s, 


ug au ſuch, as either doubt of the promiſes made to the 
ty, Wchurch, whereof Jeruſalem is certainly the figure, or 
i no think that under certain difficult and dangerous 
ed, Neircumſtances they ſtand in need of human ſtrength 
; of 


End wiſdom. 
His 
na- 
bez 
He 
> of 
mi- 
| his 
all 
e it - 
00k- 


d 13 


V. The army of the Afſyrians cut off by the dęſtroying 
I angel. IT 

© The ſhort and plain manner, in which this won 
Werful event is related in the hiſtorical books, is truly 
worthy of the grandeur of God. And it came to paſs 
hat night, that the angel of the Lord went out, and 
mote in the camp of the Aſſyrians an hundred fourſcore 
ud five thouſand, With what eafe can God bring 
own the pride of an haughty Prince, deſtroy ſo many 
brave officers, and exterminate ſo numerous and for- 


ince, Nidable an army? It coſts him but a blaſt: I will 
„ the Wien, faid he, à blaſt upon him, and he ſhall return iuta 
1 bis own land. 
f the 


| But the ſublimity that appears in the prophet's 
ile, who foretold all the circumſtances of this great 
Iſrae rent, is no leſs worthy the Divine Majeſty,who here 
in his Wiſplayed his omnipotence in ſo wonderful a manner. 
back With what noble ideas do the expreſſions of Iſaiah pre- 
nat he Wnt us? When all feemed deſperate, I will change 
ate dhe face of affairs in a moment, ſaid the Lord, it halt 
at an inſtant, ſuddenly. When the enemies of Je- 

ſalem, who know not that they act by my com- 
biſon, ſhall think themſelves maſters, I will make 
lem as ſmall as the duſt in one night, TI will ſcatter 


This 


e Kin; Wm as a whirlwind. They ſhall find no general 
aan" the morning; not one officer with his company 
e With | 

ge pre P Iſa, xxix. 5, 8, 


rvation | and 
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and the confidence they had that Jeruſalem was theirs, 
ſhall be like the imagination of an hungry man in hi 
dream, who thinks that he eats, but wakes and find; WW. 
himſelf empty. It all even be as when a hungry nm We: 
dreameth, and behold he eateth ; but he awaketh, a4 
his ſoul is empty. 
he ſenſeleſs pride of Sennacherib, his impiou I 
blaſphemies, bis the Lord, who ſeemed as tho l 
he were aſleep. And when they underſtand the ful 
force and energy of theſe words, * Now ti 7 ari Wi 
now will I be exalted, now will I lift up myſelf. Fron 
his throne and ſanctuary upon mount Sion God ſends He. 
forth thunder and lightning; from his altar in Jeruſa- Ny 
lem, the ſacred furnace, where a perpetual fire burns nd. 
to his glory, proceeds avenging flames to devour his e 
enemies. Thus ſaith the Lord, whoſe fire is in Sun, ¶ece 
and whoſe furnace is in Fernſalem. * 
In effect, * Iſaiah deſcribes the ſurprifing deſtruction tl 
of a whole army, offered up to the juſt vengeance he 
a jealous God ſo unworthily inſulted, as a publick and roy 
ſolemn ſacriface. The hand of the Lord, ſays the ure 
Prophet, ſhall ſmite and ſcatter, and univerſally de-. n ſ 
ſtroy. The terrible noiſe of his thunder ſhall be totes 
him and his ſervants, whom he undertakes to defend d: 
as an agreeable concert of tabrets and harps, and otiMthio 
inſtruments of muſick, which, upon great feaſts, 2c. Hen! 
company the offering of ſacrifice ; and the Aſſyria ce 
ſacrificed to his vengeance ſhall be to him. as a ſolend de 
victim. Auditam faciet Dominus gloriam vocis ſud 
& terrorem brachii ſui oftendet in comminatione furor 
& flamma ignis devorantis ; allidet in turbine & in li 
pide grandinis. A voce enim Domini pavebit Alu 
virga percuſſus. Et erit tranſitus virge fundatus, qui 


q-Ifa. xxxiii. 10. The Freneh „ deur, je ferai eclater ma pu 
tranſlation loſes a great part of the ſance.“ 
beauty of this, by not repeating the r Iſa. xxxi, 8, o. 
word now, © Je me leverai main- 9 Ia, xxx. 30, 32. 
« tenant, je fignalerai me gram. 


| requieſc if 
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rs, WW -quie/cer7 faciet Dominus ſuper eum tympanis, Sat- 
s; in bellis præcipuis expugnabit eos. Ie ori- 
s inal term is proper to ſacrifices, and the page 
cn nay be tranflated thus, & bellis or certamine, quod ſa- 
nd cis ſelenni femile erit, expugnabit eos. 


ous I. Reaſons of God's patience in bearing with Senna- 
ho cherib, and his flowneſs in the deliverance of Jeru- 
fal alen. 
% 
ks No one knows the deſigns of God before they are 
ends Nrecuted; and whilſt they are accompliſhing, it is 
uſa- Whnpofible to point out where numberleſs events will 
urns Nad, whereof we can neither perceive the connexion, 
r his ſhe uſes, nor motives, and which ſeem to induce the 
Sion, Neceſſity of univerſal ruin. 
When the publick evils began to ſhew themſelves 
Ction WW the time of Hezekiah, they ſeemed to be extreme. 
ce hen all the country was ruined, and the cities de- 
k and Mroyed, theſe misfortunes were believed without re- 
1s theWurce, and incapable of remedy. But when Jeruſa- 
y de · mn ſaw the formidable army of the Aſſyrians at their 
be tes, the famine and the peſtilence raging within, 
efend, id all human hope cut off by the Kent of the 
othechiopians, who were coming up to their relief; it 
s, ac. en ſeemed folly to expect a miraculous protection, 
yr1au ice God had oppoſed all outward means of help, 
lend declared in favour of the enemy. 
%u A weak faith was incapable of ſupporting ſo long a 
ura, and thoſe who had the ſtrongeſt and moſt per- 
in Hering, were aſtoniſhed at the lowneſs wherewith 
Aue fulfilled his promiſes, and ſurpriſed at his pa- 
nce in ſuffering all to periſh, and be reduced almoſt 
2 condition of not being the better for his aſſiſt- 
ce, But it belongs not to the clay to judge of 
time that is taken up in the faſhioning it. The 
| ſtrokes of the chiſel do not poliſh a ſtone, or form 
Reautiful ſtatue : nor is it a moderate fire that will 
quiet t and purify gold. __ attends to his own tak 
om 
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dom and mercy, and not to the thoughts of man, in 
completing his works. He does not leave them im- 
perfect, in compliance with their ſhort views or im. 
patience, he preſeveres in his deſigns, though he de. 
ſpiſes not the groans and tears of his ſervants, til 
all that he has reſolved is accompliſhed. 

He then lays aſide all the preparations, ſprings, 
and movements he made uſe of to Ing about his en 
works. He ſtops the hands which he conducted; he WW... 
ſuſpends the action of the inſtruments, which are 
now no longer ſerviceable ; he permits not the chiſel Ry] 
to cut the figure that is thoroughly perfected ; ani i 
he breaks in pieces abundance of materials, that 
were employed only for a ſeaſon, 

*T was thus God dealt with Sennacherib : Hees 
uſed him as an inſtrument to correct his people, iſh; 
and purify Jeruſalem. After he had reduced the lw. 
city to a ſmall number of righteous perſons, who God 
were deeply humbled under his afflicting hand, he 
then thought of puniſhing the blaſphemjes of that VII. 
Prince, whoſe pride had led him into impiety. Ma 
the Lord had performed his whole work upon mount 
Sion, and on Fe albu, then, ſaith he, I will pun 
the fruit of the ſtout heart of the king of Aſſyria, au iſto 
the glory of his high losks. 


VII. Tr in God the prevailing character of Wido 
| Hezchiah. ever 


"Tis remarkable, that the Holy Ghoſt, the ſole goodMbarif 
judge of real merit, in drawing the character of N. 
holy a Prince as Hezekiah, reſts ſatisfied with ſaying thi 
that he truſted in the Lord God of Iſrael : * In D: 
mino Deo Tſrael ſperavit. The Scripture adds, tha 
he carried this virtue farther than any of the King 
of Judah, who came after him, or went before hin 
Faith indeed was never put to ſo long and ſevere 


t 2 Kings xviii. 5. 
tri 
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trial, All was againſt him. It looked like folly to 
wait any longer for the aſſiſtance of heaven, when all 
was deſperate, and to refuſe upon a ſingle man's word 
Either to ſubmit to the king of Aſſyria, or to implore 
any foreign aid. But depending ſtrongly upon the 
word of God, he continued firm, as though he had 
cen the inviſible, and relied upon the promiſe by 
Frmly perſiſting in an unvariable hope, without ſuf— 
gering himſelf to be enfeebled by any of the moſt 
preſſing motives. The event juſtified his conduct. 
When the protection of God was manifeſted at laſt 
by the entire deſtruction of the army of the Aſſy- 
Fans, he, who the night before was lookd upon b 
has weak and ſenſeleſs, became on a ſudden in the 
&res of the ſame judges the wiſeſt man in the world, 
for having truſted in the Almighty, Thus it will 
ways be, and whoſoever ſhall put their truſt in 
Pod, ſhall never be confounded. 


VIII. The deliverance of Feruſalem the figure of the 


church. 


The principal advantage to be drawn from this 
ſtory, is to compare what here befel Jeruſalem 
vith what has befallen the church in all ages, to ſee 
ts dangers, its remedies, and the promiſe of a certain 
bictory over all its enemies. One verſe of the forty- 
eventh Pſalm, which is undoubtedly prophetical, and 
eſpects this event, may afliſt us in making the com- 
arifon. Falk about Sion, and go round about her, 


of tell the towers thereof. *Tis the prophet that ſpeaks 
ay lng the name of the Prince and the heads of the people, 
In Dio after ſo ſudden and miraculous a deliverance, 


xorts the reſt of the citizens to go round Jeruſalem 
thin and without, to be witneſs themſelves of the 
vod condition of the fortifications. See, ſay they 
them, whether the enemy has made ſo much as one 
ngle breach, if they have broke down one tower, 
[can boaſt of any advantage gained over the vigi- 
lance 
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lance and ſtrength of him, who is the protector of i 
" Crrcumdatur Hon, & arcuite am; numerate turm 
eius. 

The church, from its birth, has often been attack. 
ed, beſieged on every fide, and to all outward ay. 
pearance ready to periſh. But all its enemies hay 
had the fate of Sennacherib ; and after many fear 
and troubles, her faith has remained always pure, he 
doctrine has prevailed over all errors, her foundations 
have been unſhaken, and ſhe has never been found 
have ſuffered any loſs, or been obliged to give up ay 
of her tenets, or to depart from the ancient tradition: 
which ſerves her as a rampart againſt new enemie ge 
that continually ſucceed one another, en 

Thus it will be in all ages, and it will be an equi 
misfortune to attack the church, or to deſpair orc 
God's protection of it, and to think it ſtands in nee 
of human ſuccour to defend it. All thoſe, who thought 
thus of Jeruſalem, periſhed ; but the faith of tho 
who waited for God's aſſiſtance, and did not doubt 
of his promiſes, ſaved them, and enriched them with 
the ſpoils of their enemies. | 


C 


ARTICLE the FOURTH. 
Prophecies. 


E may diſtinguiſh prophecies into two forts 

Some are purely ſpiritual, and relate on 

to Jeſus Chriſt and the Church. Of this ſort is th 
firſt and moſt ancient of all, when » God ate 
Adam's fall, curſed the ſerpent, and declared th 
the ſeed of the woman ſhould bruiſe his head, i. . 


w Gen, iii. 15 · 
Savio 


n So S. Ferome tranſlates this verſe, 
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daviour of the world, who ſhould one day come to de- 
roy the power of the devil. Such alſo were thoſe of 
Jacob, who ſpecifies the time of the Meſſiah's com- 
Ing, and of J Daniel, who points out in a very parti- 
ular manner the expreſs time of the Meſſiah's ſuf- 
ering, and the conſequences of his death. 

There are prophecies of another kind, which we 
ay call hiſtorica], that foretel temporal events; and 
heſe are uſually predictions and types of other events, 
hich are more important and ſpiritual. We have 
en ſeveral of this ſort in the hiſtory of Sennache- 
lb, whereof the prophet Iſaiah had long before ſpe- 
fed abundance of circumſtances, which are not to 
e met with in the hiftorical books. There is ano- 


quer very famous prediction in the ſame prophet, 
ir 08Woncerning the conqueſt of Babylon by Cyrus, who 
ne: expreſty mentioned by name two hundred years 
ougiefore he was born, and foretelling the deliverance 


f the people of the Jews. It is eaſily diſcernable, . 
at theſe two' great events, which include almoſt all 
he prophecies of Iſaiah, the miraculous deliverance 
{ Jeruſalem under King Hezekiah, and the con- 
veſt of Babylon, with the ſubſequent deliverance of 
e Jews in captivity there, were the figure and 
edge of other events relating to religion. 

One might refer to a third ſort of prophecies what 


1, am now going to explain, whereof one part is pure- 

hiſtorical, and the other purely ſpiritual. It is the 
mous prediction of Daniel, occaſioned by the image 
ade up of different metals. I chuſe this in preference 
the reſt, as it peculiarly relates to a part of pro- 

*. ne hiſtory, of which I ſhall ſoon treat. 

te ON!) 


x Gen. xlix, 10. 4 Dan, ix, 24, 27. 
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THE PROPHECY OF DANIEL, . 
Occaſioned by the Rlatue of different metal. 


| HILST Daniel was very young, the Kiny 
of Babylon had a myſterious dream, of whick 
he loſt the diſtinct idea, but however preſerved a con. 
fuſed notion of it, that troubled him. He require 
therefore of the wiſe men of Babylon, that the 
ſhould tell him what it was he had forgot, and with 
give him the interpretation of it, #5. a the penaly 
of being put to death, in caſe they failed: Danie| 
who was included in the general order, with thre 
young Hebrews, who were expoſed to the fame dan- 
ger, had recourſe to prayer, and learnt * by divine n. 
velation what he could not know by any naturl 
means, and * all the wife men of Babylon had agrel 
was otherwiſe impoſſible to be known. 
„Thou, O King, then, ſays Daniel to him, fay 
&« eft, and behold a great image: this great image 
« whoſe brightneſs was excellent, ſtood before the: 
« and the form thereof was terrible. This image 
« head was of fine gold, his breaſt and his armso 
* ſilver, his belly and his thighs of braſs, his legs 
& jron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. Tha 
cc ſaweſt, till that a ſtone was cut out without hand: 
« which ſmote the image upon his feet, that were 
& iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. | ht 
ce was the iron, the clay, the braſs, the ſilver and ti 
gold broken to pieces together, and became like ti 
c chaff of the ſummer threſhing-floors, and the wil 
<« carried them away, that no place was found | 
„ them; and the ſtone that ſmote the image becan 
6 a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.“ 
To this firſt revelation Daniel added the interptt 
tation of the dream. Thou, O King, ſaid | 


2 Dan. ii. 19, 28. a Ver. 11. 


66 4 
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{art this head of gold; and after thee ſhall ariſe 
«another kingdom inferior to thee, which ſhall he of 
eſdver; and another third kingdom of braſs, which 
„ (hall rule over the whole earth. And the fourth 
{kingdom ſhall be as ſtrong as iron; and as iron 
« bhreaketh in pieces and ſubdueth all things, ſhall 


. 


King eit break in pieces and bruiſe.” He then explains 
hich bat was meant by the feet being part of iron and 
con Wart of clay, and thus goes on: And in the days 
ue of theſe Kings ſhall the God of heaven ſet up a 
ther kingdom, which ſhall not be deſtroyed ; and the 
ich kingdom ſhall not be left to other people, but it 


ſhall break in pieces and conſume all theſe king- 
© doms, and it ſhall ſtand for ever.“ 

This prophecy of Daniel's has two parts, and ma 
e conſidered as hiſtorical and ſpiritual, In the firſt 
te plainly points out the four great monarchies ; of 


nalt 
aniel, 
three 
> dans 


ne re. 
ature Babylonians, where Nabuchodonoſor actually 
Agel igned ; of the Medes and Perſians; of the Greeks 


nd Macedonians ; and of the Romans; and the 
ery order of their ſucceſſion is a proof of it. In 
he ſecond he deſcribes the kingdom of Chriſt, or the 
hurch, in magnificent terms, which was to ſurvive 
d the ruin of all the reſt, and to ſubſiſt to all 
ternity. 

A Chriſtian maſter in explaining theſe prophecies, 
nould be very careful to make youth ſenſible of the 
vident proof they contain of the truth of their re- 
gion. For whence could Daniel learn this ſucceſ- 
on and order of different monarchies ? “ Who could 
ſcover to him the change of empires, but he who is 
ord both of empires and the terms of their dura- 
on, who has fixed all things by his decrees, and re- 


, ſay 
mage 
e thee 
mage 
rms d 
legs 0 

Tho 
hands 
were 0 

I he 
and th 
ike th 
ne will 


und Meals the knowledge of them to whom he pleaſes by 
b-can} upernatural light. 
th.“ 


fe changeth the times and the deep and ſecret things, and the 
ons, be removeth Kings and light dwelleth with him, Dan, 
tth up Kings; he revealeth the ii. 21, 22. | 


aterpte 


ſaid I 
As 


19) 
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As youth. are alſo to be inſtructed in profane hif. 
tory, it will be expedient, upon occaſion of the pro. 
phecy I have juſt mentioned, to make them obfery 
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that the ſame prophet © has elſewhere deſcribed the 
four great monarchies under the figure of four beaſts, 
and to dwell ſome time upon another prediction men- 
tioned in the following chapter, relating to Alexan- 
der the Great, which is one of the cleareſt and moſt 
circumſtantial in the whole Scripture. 

The prophet, * after having expreſſed the mo. 
narchies of the Perfians and Macedonians under the 
figure of two beafts, thus clearly explains himſelf: 
„ The ram, which thou ſaweſt, having two horn, 
<« are the Kings of Media and Perſia; and the rough 
e goat is the King of Grecia; and the great horn 
<« that is between his eyes, is the firſt King.“ 

What can the moſt obſtinate incredulity object to 
a prophecy ſo clear and evident as this? By what 
means did Daniel ſee that the empire of the Perſian 
was to be deſtroyed by that of the Greeks, which 
was ſo abſolutely improbable? How could he knoy 
the rapidity of Alexander's conqueſts, which he 

deſcribes ſo beautifully by ſaying, * that he touched 
not the earth? non tangebat terram? How could he 
know, ; that Alexander would have no ſon to ſucceed 
him ? that his empire would be divided into four 
principal kingdoms ? that his ſucceſſors would be ol 
his own nation and not of his kindred ? and that out 


c Chap, vii. 

4 And behold a ram, which 
had two horns, and the two horns 
were high, but one was higher 
than the other.. . . And behold 
an he-goat came from the Weſt, 
on the face of the whole earth, 
and touched not the ground. 
And when he was come cloſe to 
the ram, he was moved with choler 
againſt him. .. and caſt him 
down to the ground, and ſtamp- 
en upon him with his feet. Dan. 
vili. 3» c. x | 


e Ver, 20, 21. 

f Ver. 5. 

5 And a mighty King ſhal 
ſtand vp, that ſhall rule with gten 
dominion, . .. and his k:ngden 
ſhall be broken, and ſhall be di. 
vided towards the four winds d 
heaven; and not to his poſterity, 
nor according to his dominion, 
which he ruled. Dan. xi. 34. 

Four kingdoms ſhall ſtand 
out of the nation, but not in 4s 
power. Dan. viii, a2, 


of 
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of the ruins of a monarchy ſo ſuddenly raiſed, ſhould 
de formed diſtinct eſtates in the Eaſt and Weſt, the 
North and South ? 

In explaining this prophecy to youth, they muſt 
not forget to obſerve to them what“ Joſephus the 
Ehiſtorian ſays upon the occaſion of Alexander's entry 
into 2 This prince advanced towards the 
city in great indignation againſt the Jews, who had 
N favour of Darius, and aſſiſted him with 
heir troops. The high-prieſt Jaddus, in conſequence 
of a revelation which had been made him, went in 
proceſſion to meet Alexander, cloathed in his ponti- 
Fcal robes, with all the other prieſts in their proper 
eſtments, and the Levites in white. As ſoon as 
Alexander ſaw him, he bowed down himſelf to the 
ground before him, and worſhipped the God whoſe 
Ininifter he was, and whoſe venerable name he bore 
bn his forehead. And whilſt all around him were 
utoniſhed at ſo ſurpriſing a ſpectacle, the King de- 
lared, that the God of the Jews had appeared to 
im in Macedonia, in the ſame habit his high-prieft 
pore, had encouraged him to croſs the Helleſpont, 
nd aſſured him he would march at the head of his 
my, and ſecure him the conqueſt of the Perſian 
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-ceed npire. Alexander, ſurrounded by the prieſts, en- 
four Nred Jeruſalem, went up into the temple, and offered 
be of erifices to God in the manner the high-prieſt di- 
t out added. He then ſhewed him the book of Daniel, 


which it was written, that a Grecian Prince ſhould 

troy the empire of the Perſians, which gave Alex- 
der great ſatisfaction. | 

th pre Though this were only a matter of bare curiolity, 

bee greeable and entertaining a piece of hiſtory, ſuch 

inds ai dent and ſurpriſing prophecies, might well deſerve 


12 ſhall 


oy be related to youth. But how much may it turn 
5 be ſervice of religion, to make them obſerve the- 
Gand derful harmony and connexion it has pleaſed God 
oF in ks 
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144 Of Sacred Hiſtory. 
to place between the different predictions of the pri. 
phets, whereof ſome, as I have already taken notice, 
are of uſe to confirm the reſt, and all together form: 
degree of evidence and conviction, to which nothine 
can be added ? And with this reflection I ſhall con. 
clude this article concerning prophecies, 


REFLECTION pon the prophecies. 


If the prophets had only foretold events at a di. 
tance, mankind muſt have waited long, before they 
could know whether they were prophets or no, at 
they could have no authority during their lives, 

f, on the other ſide, they had foretold only eventz 
that were nigh at hand, they might have been ſuſped: 
ed of coming at the knowlodes of them by naturl 
means, and there might have ſeemed the leſs reaſa 
to believe, that they ipoke by the Spirit of God, 


And if there had been no connexion betwixt tia: g 
near and remote events, by the predictions whid Ty 
were to be accompliſhed during the interval; ML. 
diſtance between the two extremes would have H 
dered their prophecies uſeleſs, the firſt being forgi . .. 
and the laſt not expected. = 
By the accompliſhment of the firſt the prophet 2 i. 
quired a juſt authority, and induced an expectation 7. 
the fulfilling of thoſe that followed. Theſe added Hes 
his authority an entire certainty, that his knowl... 
came from God, and that what was revealed wi... 
reference to the moſt diſtant times, would as inge 10 
libly come to paſs, as what had been foretold cee 
cerning times that were nearer. The publick adi 
numents atteſted what was already fulfilled, the ms yen 


mory of it was handed down to the children; 
theſe connecting what fell out in their days with wh 
had fallen out in the times of their fathers, leſt 
their poſterity a profound veneration for the prophe 
who had forctold it, and a firm confidence that“ 


4 th 
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that was contained in the reſt of their predictions 
would as cercainly be accompliſhed. | 
Thus their books have deſervedly been looked upon 
as divinely inſpired. The proof was certain, and 
uited to the capacity of all mankind. They gave 
credit to what was to come from what they ſaw at 
preſent. They were perſuaded the revelation came 
om God, becauſe it was infallible, and paſſed all 
man underſtanding: and they would have made a 
ute contrary concluſion, if any of the events had 
they ot anſwered the prediction. Hear now this word, 
a+ that I ſpeak in thine ears,” i ſaid the prophet Je- 
temiah to a man that pretended to be ſent from 
ay Pod, © and in the ears of all the people. The pro- 
pe phets, that have been before me and before thee of 
urig old, propheſied both againſt many countries, and 
cao againſt great Kingdoms of war, and of evil, and 
d. f of peſtilence. The prophet, which propheſieth of 
u peace, when the word of the prophet ſhall come to 
* * paſs, then ſhall the prophet be known, that the 
Lord hath truly ſent him.“ 
e eig This then was their rule; a rule plain and eaſy, 
0198: capable of being applied with certainty by the com- 
on people as perſons of greater abilities, and where- 
et it was not poſhble for either to miſtake. 
Hell The little time their ordinary ſtudies leave youth, 
tek des not admit a great number of hiſtorical or pro- 
* We tical facts to be explained to them in any great 
g 111 tent. But if a judicious choice was made of them, 
1 * d they were put upon reading ſome every year, and 
* cle attended with reflections ſuited to their under- 
5 * andings, this {mall number, in my opinion, might 
—=y 5 much contribute to inſpire them with a great 
3 7 for religion, give them a great taite for the 
len 1 ee and teach them in what ſpirit, and 
5 m what principles they ought to read them when 


one : 
Pt! ey ſhall have leiſure. 
1 


I Jer, xxviii. 7, 8, 9. 
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146 of Prefane Hiſtory. 
PART the THIRD. 


Of Profane Hiſtory. 


SHALL follow the ſame order upon this hea, 
1 as I have obſerved in treating ſacred hiſtory; that 
is, I ſhall firſt lay down ſome principles, which mar 
be uſeful to direct youth in the ſtudy of profane hi. 
tory ; and afterwards apply them to ſome particuly 
facts by reflections annex<d. | 


C0 1 e 666 


| I 
Rules and principles for the ſtudy of Profan 
Hiſtory. 


HES E principles may be reduced to fix or 
ſeven: To reduce this ſtudy to order and me. 

thod: To obſerve what relates to uſages and cuſtoms: 
To enquire particularly and above alf things after the 
truth: To endeavour to find out the cauſes of the 
riſe and fall of empires, of the gaining or loſing d 
battles, and events of the like nature: To ſtudy th 
character of the nations and great men mentioned! 
hiſtory : To be attentive to ſuch inſtructions as con 
cern moral excellency and the conduct of life: An 
laftly, carefully to note every thing that relates t 


religion. 


8 E. £2 5 6h | 
Order and method , fer fludying hiftiry 
aauvaniage. 


One thing, which may very much contribute tot 


bringing this ſtudy into order and method, is to divid 
| 0 


Of Profane Hiſtory. 147 


the whole body of an hiſtory into certain parts and 
intervals, which at once preſent to the mind a kind of 
general plan of the whole hiſtory, point out the prin - 
Fcipal events, and ſhew us the ſeries and duration of 
them. Theſe diviſions muſt not be too many, leſt 
they throw us into confuſion and obſcurity. 

Thus the whole time of the Roman hiſtory from 
Romulus to Auguſtus, which takes in ſeven hundred 
and twenty-three years, may be divided into hve parts, 
An. U. C. 1. The firſt is the reigns of the ſeven 
Kings of Rome, which laſted two hundred and forty- 
four yeras. 

| 244. The ſecond is from the eſtabliſhment of the 
conſuls to the conqueſt of Rome, and takes in an 
hundred and twenty years. It includes the efta- 
bliſhment of the conſuls, the tribunes of the people, 
the decemvirs, the military tribunes with conſular 
power, the ſiege and conqueſt of Veii. 

| 364. The third is from the ſacking of Rome to the 
Efrit Punick war, and takes in an hundred and twen- 
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ſix ofſRty-four years. It includes the conquzlts of Rome I 
d me. ey the Gauls, the wars with the Samnites, and $ 
toms Ngainſt Pyrrhus. » 
ter the 


An. U. C. 488. The fourth is from the beginning 
pf the firſt to the end of the third Punick war, and 


It 
ſing Makes in an hundred and twenty years. It includes the 1 
idy rt and ſecond Punick wars, the wars againſt Phil: 4 
oned ii Ning of Macedon, Antiochus King of Aſia, Perſeus | 
as conhe laſt King of Macedon, the Numantincs in Spain: 


\nd laſtly, the third Punick war, which ended with 
he conqueſt and deſtruction of Carthaze, 

bo8. Tie fifth is from the deſtruction of Carthage 
the change of the Roman republick intoa monarch 
nder Auguſtus, and takes in an hundred and fifteen 
fears, It includes the war of Achaia, and the deſtrue- 
on of Corinth; the domeitick troubles raiſed by the 
Tmcchi, the wars againſt Jugurtha, the Allies, and 
lithridates z the civil wars between Marius and 
ya, Cæſar and Pompey, Anthony and Octavius. 
2 This 
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This laſt war ended with the battle of Actium, (U, 


_ eaſily extract ſuch as they ſhall judge molt prop! 
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C. 723.) and the ſovereign authority of Octayiy, 
who afterwards was ſurnamed Auguſtus. 

I have already obſerved, in treating ſacred hiſtory, 
the uſe we ſhould make of chronology ; and {hal 
forbear to repeat what I have already ſaid upon thi 
ſubject. 

Sb alſo is abſolutely neceſſary for youth, 
and for want of learning it when they are young, abun. 
dance of perſons continue ignorant of it all the reſt q 
their lives, and expoſe themſelves to miſtakes upon 
this article, which make them ridiculous. One qua. 
ter of an hour regularly ſpent every day in this ſtudy 
is enough to make them perfect in it. After the gene. 
ral principles are explained to them, they mult never 
be ſuffered to paſs by any conſiderable town, or anyri 
ver mentioned in their authors, without ſhewing thei 
places in the maps. "They muſt learn likewiſe to point 
out the ſituation of every city with reference to other 
places that are ſpoke of. Thus they will ſay that -E. 
reux lies Weſt of Paris, Chalone upon Marne on the 
Eaſt, Amiens on the North, and Orleans on the South 
They mult trace the rivers from their ſource to ths 
place where they throw themſelves into the ſea, o 
ſome greater river, and pointout the confiderabletown 


that lie in their paſſage. When they are toleral 7 
well inſtructed, they may be made to travel ove! i 
map, or be taught by word of mouth, by aſking them kthy 
for inſtance, what rout they would take to go fr 
Paris to Conſtantinople, and ſo of the other pro 160 
vinces. To render this ſtudy leſs dry and diſagter mf 
able, it would not be amiſs to add to it certain ber 
ſtories, which may ſerve to fix an idea of the tov! 1. 
more firmly in the minds of youth, and would tea 10 


them a great many curious matters as they went 0 
Theſe are to be found in ſeveral geographical tte 
tiſes, wrote in French; from which the maſters m 
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oe ee re i 

„ To ob/erve what relates to the Iaws, manners, and 
ball cuſtoms of countries. 
this 

Tis of no ſmall conſequence, whilſt we are upon 
uth, te ſtudy of hiſtory, to take notice of the different 
ry cuſtoms of countries, the invention of arts, the vari- 
lt of 


pus manners of living, building, fighting, diſpoſing 


upon or fieges, or defending towns, of building ſhips, and 


11at- failing; the ceremonies of their marriages, funerals, 
iu a ſacrifices; in a word, whatever relates to cuſ- 


che- 


toms and antiquity. I ſhall have occaſion to ſay 
never 4 


more of tbis hereafter. 


ny ft.. What I have hitherto taken notice of is, if 1 may 
ther Jo ſay, but the ſkeleton of hiſtory, the obſervations | 
. km going to make are in a manner the ſoul of it, and 
other 


n fontain the moſt uſeful part of this ſtudy, 
at L\- N 

on tie 
South. 
to the 
ea, 01 
> town! 
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Principally to enquire afler truth. 


That in which the moſt eſſential quality and moſt 
iſpenſable duty of an hiſtorian conſiſts, points out 


over 2 | s, 
„them the lame time what ſhould be the principal care of 
0 fro rery reader of hiſtory. 4 No body is ignorant that an 


torian ſhould above all things preſcribe this rule to 


r pro | 1 f a A ; 
(actes mſelf; To be free from all paſſion and prejudice; 
in fe erer to preſume to advance any falſhoods, and have 


e town ways courage to ſpeak the truth. Negligences in his 
4 tea e may be paſſed over, but want of ſincerity is inex- 
vent o ulable; * and herein lies the difference between an 
al tre H 3 hiſtory 
ters Mi . 


ſt props 
E C 


| Qis nefcit primam eſſe hiſto- ſcribendo, ne qua ſpmultatis. Lib. 
, legem, ne quid falſi dicere au- 2, de Otat. n. 62, 

; deinde ne quid veri non au- r Intelligo te, frater, alias in 
i; ne qua ſuſpicio gratig ſit in hiſtoria leges obſeryapdas putare, 
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hiſtory and a poem. As the principal end of a poen 
is to divert the reader, it neceſſarily ſhocks and offend, 
him, if it wants art or elegance; whereas an hiſtory, 
however written, is always ſure to give pleaſure, ifi 
is true, as it ſatisfies a deſire natural to mankind, who 
are fond of knowing, and always curious to learn 
ſomething new, but cannot bear to be put off with 
ſalſhood inſtead of truth, or idle imaginations for real 
facts. Hence we ſce that hiſtorians, to gain credit 
with their readers, generally begin with profeſſing an 
exact and ſcrupulous ſincerity, equally exempt from 
love and hatred, hope and fear, as may be particularly 
obſerved in Salluſt and Tacitus. 

Truth therefore is to be ſought for in hiſtory, be. 
fore all things. Good writers juſtly endeavour to ren- 
der it more agreeable, by the elegance and embell;{h- 
ments of language, and a judicious maſter will not 
fail to point out all the graces and beauties of an hiſ- 
torian; but hewill not ſuffer his ſcholars to be dazzled 
by a vain pomp of words, to prefer flowers to fruits 
be leſs attentive to truth herſelf than her dreſs, and 
ſet a greater value upon the eloquence of an hiſtorian, 
than upon his exactneſs and fidelity in relating fact, 
Quintilian, in the character he draws of a Greek hil- 
torian, teaches us to diſlinzuiſh thus in a few words, 
« The hiſtory of Clitarchus, ſays he, is valued for it 
te ſtile, and deſpiſed for its want of veracity.” Clitar- 
chi probatur ingenium, fides infamatur. | 

We muſt therefore caution youth to be upon thei 
guard when they read ſuch hiſtories as were written 

| rhe the lives of the Princes of whom they treat, 
it ſeldom happens that they are dictated by truth 
as the deſire of pleaſing him who diſtributes fortune 
and honours may have had a ſhare in them. The be 
alias in pocmate: quippe cdm in hifloria quoquo modo ſcripta © 
illa ad veritatem cuncta referan- lectat. Suntenim homines nau 
tur, in hac ad delectationem ple- ra curiofi, & qualibet nuda tert 
raque. Cic. lib. x. de leg. n. 4, 5. cognitione capiuntur, ut qui ler 

Orationi & carmini eſt parva munculis etiam fabelliſque di 


gratia, ni elcquentia fit ſumma: cantur. Plin, Ep. 8, lib. 5 
— | Prince 


Of Proſane Hiſtory. I5r 
Princes are not always inſenſible to flattery, and there 
s a ſecret thirſt of praiſe and glory implanted in all 


end mankind, that ought to render ſuch hiſtories ſuſpected. 
uc if flattery makes an hiſtorian contemptible, de- 
ili faction muſt make him odious. Both, as ſays * Taci- 
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larly 


tus, are equally injurious to truth; but with this dif- 
ference, we eaſily defend ourſelves againſt the one, as 
tis hateful to all the world, and borders upon fla- 
Fery ; and we readily give way to the other, as it 
leceives us by a falſe image of liberty, and finds an 
pzreeable admittance into the mind. 

There are ſome hiſtorians, who, though very de- 

erving in other reſpects, through the bad taſte of the 
pre they lived in, or too great credulity, have inter- 
perſed abundance of fables in their writings, as * Tully 
ſerves of i-erodotus and Theopompus. 
Such, for inſtance, is what the firſt reports of the 
irth of Cyrus, of which I ſhall have occaſion to 
peak hereafter, We excuſe antiquity, u ſays Livy, 
or rather chuſing to give us ſtrange ſtories than true 
nes, and endeavouring to embelliſh and adorn the 
iginal of great towns and empires with ſuch fictions 
5 are more ſuitable to fable than hiſtory. But we 
nuſt accuſtom youth in reading ſuch ſort of authors, 
0 diſtinguiſh between the true and falſe; and muſt 
ſo tell them that reaſon and equity require that they 
hould not reject all a writer ſays, becauſe ſome things 
re falſe, nor believe all he relates without exception, 
cauſe many things are true, 

[his love for truth, which ought to be inculcated 
5 much as poſſible, may be of great ſervice to pre- 
ve them from a bad taſte, which was formerly very 
revalent, 1 mean, that for romances and fabulous 
les, which by degrees extinguiſh the love and taſte 
Veritas pluribus modis infrac- adulationi fœdum crimen ſervitu- 


* + » libidine aſſentandi, aut tis, malignitati falſa ſpecies liber- 
us odio adverſus dominantes. tatis ineſt, Tacit. Annal. lib. 1. 
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of truth, and make the mind incapable of attendins 
to ſuch uſeful and ſerious lectures, as ſpeak more 8 
the reaſon than the imagination. 

It is the peculiar felicity of our age, that as ſoon zz 
they were ſupplied either with the tranſlations of the 
tamous writers of antiquity, or ſuch modern works az 


merited their application, they preſently abandonedall H 
theſe fictions, and even rejected them with ſcorn ; a; Wai: 
being ſenſible, that nothing in reality could be a greater Hd 
diſgrace to human reaſon, which was intended to be What 
* nouriſhed with truth, than to feed upon the chime- Mt 
ras of an irregular imagination, and become the Hau 
ſport of it, by following it through all its extravagan- 8 
cies. And it at any time ſome works of this nature Mea 
have been ventured into the publick, to the glory of Het! 
our times it may be {aid, that they have ſoon fallen ge 
into oblivion, neglected by all men of ſenſe, and left Nepe 
to ſuch frivolous people, as could be ſo idly amuſed, H 
' roſs 

S ET. IV. um 

ick 
To endeavour to find out the cauſes of events. of 

e 
* Polybius, who was as able at the pen as at the em 
ſword, and was no leſs a good writer than an excellent iſ'0"s 
general, takes notice in ſeveral places, that the bet Mü 
manner of writing and ſtudying hiſtory, is not to ſtop et 
at the bare recital of facts, the gaining or loſing a bat- ef 
tle, the riſe or fall of empires but to ſearch into the = 
reaſons, and join together all the circumſtances and oly 
conſzquences of them; to diſtinguiſh, if poſſible, the end 
ſecret deſigns and hidden ſprings in each event; to g9 Pc 
back to the original of things, and the moſt diſtant 1 
preparations; to diſtinguiſh the real cauſes of a wa 
from the ſpecious pretences with which it is covered, Ix 
w Natura ineft mentibus noſtris tis luce duleius. Acad, quæſt. lb. | 
inſatiabilis quzdam cupiditas veri 4. n. 31. YA 
videndi. Tuſe. quæſt. lib.1. n. 44. x Polyb, hiſt, lib. 3. Wa 
Nihil ef heminis menti verita- gs 0 


and 
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nd eſpecially to note what has decided the ſucceſs of 
n e the fate of a battle, and the ruin of a 
late, ithout this, “ ſays he, hiſtory gives the rea- 
er an agreeadle ſpectacle, but conveys no uſeful in- 


\ ag 
the Nruction; it ſerves to ſatisfy his curioſity for a mo- 
333 Whent, but is of no conſequence in the conduct of life. 


He obſerves, that the war of the Romans in Aſia, 
gainſt Antiochus, was the conſequence of that they 
ad made before againſt Philip King of Macedon ; 
hat what gave occaſion to this, was the good ſucceſs 
the ſecond Punick war; of which the principal 
zuſe, on the fide of the Carthaginians, was the loſs 
df Sicily and Sardinia : That therefore to form a juſt 


ea of the different events of theſe wars, they mutt 
y of Net be conſidered ſeparately and in parts, but viewed 
llen Whozether, and their connexions, conſequences, and 
left Mependencies well examined. 


He obſerves in the ſame place, that it would be a 
rols miſtake to imagine that the conqueſt of Sagun- 
um by Hannibal was the real cauſe of the ſecond Pu- 
ick war. The regret of the Carthaginians for the too 
taly ceſſion of Sicily by the treaty which concluded 
he firſt Punick war; the injuſtice and violence of the 
pomans, who took an opportunity from the commo- 
ons in Africk to diſpoſſeſs the Carthaginians of Sar- 


t the 
lent 


belt i012, and impoſe a new tribute upon them; and the 
> ſtop Neceſſes and conqueſts of the latter in Spain, were 
 bat- Ne real cauſes of the rupture of this treaty ; as Livy 
o the Nggeſts in a few words, therein following the plan of 
and WF 0 ly bius,, ® at the beginning of his hiſtory of the ſe- 
e, the end Punick war. 

to £0 P olybius hence takes occaſion to lay down a very 
iſtant eful principle for the ſtudy of hiſtory, which is to- 
war WF tinguiſh exactly three things, the beginnings, the 
erecyuſes, and the pretexts of a war. The beginnings 


che firſt ſteps that are openly taken, and are the 
eſt, lib. : 
bl ue uty, wilnua 3? & wuęd rav. 

prac Y Hagabrira uEv TTL, 2 Liv. lib; 21. m I4- 
Le de rd paid oy Viv ⁰ον, 73 
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conſequences of reſolutions made in private; ſuch wx 
the ſiege of Saguntum. The cauſes are the different 
diſpoſitions of mens minds, particular diſcontent, in. 
Juries received, and the hopes of ſucceſs; ſuch, in the 
fact we are ſpeaking of, were the loſs of Sicily and 
Sardinia joined to the impoſition of a new tribute, and 
the favourable opportunity of ſo able and experienced 
a general as Hannibal, The pretexts are only a yail 
thrown over the real cauſes, | | 
He illuſtrates this principle ſtill farther by other ex. 
amples. Can any one imagine, ſays he, that Alex- 
ander's irruption into Aſia was the firſt cauſe of the 
war againſt the Perſians? It was very far from it; and 
to be convinced of this, we need only conſider the long 
preparations that preceded this irruption, which was 
the beginning and declaration of the war, but not the 
cauſe of it. Two great events had given Philip cauſe 
to believe that the power of the Perſians; which wa 
once ſo formidable, was tending to a declenſion; the 
lorious and triumphant return of the ten thouſand 
Greeks under the conduct of Xenophon, through the 
midſt of the enemies armies and fortreſſes, whilſt the 
victorious Artaxerxes did not. dare to oppoſe the bol 


reſolution they had taken of marching in a body thro de 
his whole empire into their own country; and the gt- the 
nerous undertaking of Ageſilaus King of Laced mo 
who with an handful of men carried the war and te- ban 
ror into the heart of Aſia Minor, without finding an tho 
reſiſtance, and ſtopt only in his conqueſts by the t 
viſions of Greece. Philip comparing this negligene Let 
and ſupineneſs of the Perſians with the activity e. 
courage of his Macedonians, animated with the hops elir 
of glory and the advantages he ſhould certainly rea fury 
from the war, after having united in his favour wid 
incredible addreſs the opinions and ſuffrages of Greece lde 
urged as the pretext of his invaſion, the ancient in Ind 
juries the Greeks had received from the Perſians, ane aud 
laboured with indefatigable application in making pte Jud 


parations for the war, which his ſon Alexander, wi 
ſucceedel 
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ſucceeded to his project as well as his kingdom, hap- 
pily employed to put them in execution. The weak- 
neſs and negligence of the Perſians therefore were the 
real cauſe of the war, their former attempts upon the 
liberty of Greece the pretext, and Alexander's march 
into Aſia the beginning of it. 

In like manner he traces the apparent pretexts and 
real cauſes of the war between the Romans and An- 
tiochus. | 

Dionyſius of Halicarnaſſus Jays down the ſame 
principles with Polybius. He declares in ſeveral places, 
that if we would derive the advantage from hiſtory, 
which may reaſonably be expected, and make it of uſe 
in the management of pubiick affairs, our curioſity 
muſt not be confined to facts and events; but we mult 
enquire into the reaſons of them, ſtudy the means 
which make them ſucceed, enter into the views and: 
deſigns of thoſe that conducted them, carefully ex- 
amine the ſucceſs which God gave them, (remark- 
able words for an heathen author) and neglect none 
of the circumſtances, which had any important ſhare: 
m the enterprizes in queſtion. 

Can any man of curioſity and underſtanding, > ſays 
de in another place, be ſatisfied with knowing that in 
the war with Perſia the Athenians and Lacedzmoni-- 
ans gained three victories, two by ſea, and a third by 
land, and with an army of but an hundred and ten 
thouſand men at moſt, conquered the King of Perſia: 
at the head of above three hundred thouſand? Will he 
not alſo deſire to know the places where theſe battles, 
were fought, the cauſes which made the victory in- 
eline to the {ide of the leſſer number, and produced ſo: 
furpriſing an event; the names and characters of the- 
principal officers who diſtinguiſhed themſelves on both: 
des; in a word, all the memorable circumſtances: 
and conſequences of ſo conſiderable an action? For, 
adds he, it is a great pleaſure to a man of ſenſe and 


* 


judgment, who reads an hiſtory written in this man- 


Dion. Halicaro, lib, 5. Antiq, Roman, b Lib, 11. Antiq. Roman. 
7 ner, 
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ner, to be led as it were by the hand from the firſt en. 


trance upon every action to the concluſion of it; and 
inſtead of being a bare reader, to become in a mannet 


the witneſs and ſpectator of all that is told. 4 
M. Boſſuet, biſhop of Meaux, © obſerves likewiſe ing 
in his diſcourſe upon univerſal Eiſtory, that we muſt 
not only conſider the riſe and fall of empires, but muſt 
alſo examine thoroughly the cauſes of their progreſs, 
and the reaſons of their declenſion. “ For, ſays he, 7, 
& the ſame God, who has hung the world together as 
« it were upon chains, and Almighty as he is, hath 
« thought fit for the eftabliſhment of order, that the F 
s ſeveral parts of this great whole ſhould depend upon N ob 
« one another; the ſame God has been pleaſed, ſo to Wt 
c direct the courſe of human affairs, as to have their Whis 
« dependencies and proportions, I mean, that men Nene 
© and nations have had qualities ſuited to the eleva- Wiipea! 
„tion for which they were deſigned ; and except Wim: 
in ſome extraordinary caſes, wherein God thought Withe 
„fit that only his own hand ſhould appear, there ou 
have happened no great alterations, which have not ssi. 
„had their cauſes in the preceding ages. And as in {Wvitt 
all affairs there is ſomething that makes way for Vn a 
* them, that determines to the undertaking of them, Mind 
* and makes them ſucceed, the true knowledge of hil- N ere 
e tory is to obferve at all times the ſecret diſpoſitions, Mee 
s which made way for great changes, and the impor- ing 
« tant conjunctures which brought them to paſs. In ert 
„ ſhort, it is not enough to ſee only what is before {idle 
„our eyes, I mean, to take a preſent view of the ie, 
great events which in an inſtant determine the fate Dan 
« of empires: Whoever would thoroughly underſtand fd 
« human affairs, muſt go farther back, and obſerve Wnto 
the prevailing inclinations and manners, or to ſay Ws it 
4 all in a word, the character both of the people 12 ers 
general, and of Princes in particular; and Jaitly, ect 
« cf all the extraordinary perſons, who through tic eur 
importance of the ſtation they bore in the world, = 
lick 


C Chap. 1. 
« have 


nd ( fates and fortune of the publick.” 


net This laſt reflection naturally leads us to what I have 


aid we muſt in the fifth place take notice of in ſtudy- 
ſe ing hiſtory. 
uſt 
uk 


SECT. V. 


els | 

he, 7. udy the character of the people and great men men- 
T as tioned in hiſtary. 

ath 


For what regards the character of nations, I cannot 
do better than refer the reader to the remarks M. Boſ- 
ſuet has made upon that ſubject in the ſecond part of 
his diſcourſe upon univerſal hiſtory. That work is 
one of the moſt admirable performances that has ap- 
peared in our age, not only for the beauty and ſub- 
limity of ſtile, but ſtill more for the greatneſs of 
the topicks, the ſolidity of the reflections, the pro- 
found knowledge of mankind, and its large extent, 
3 it takes in all ages and all empires. We ſee there, 
with infinite pleaſure, all the nations of the world paſs 
n a kind of review before our eyes, with their good 
and evil diſpoſitions, their manners, cuſtoms, and dif- 
ferent inclinations; Egyptians, Aſſyrians, Perſians, 
Medes, Greeks, and Romans. We there ſee all the 


the 

pon 

2 to 

heir 
nen 
> Va- 
cept 
ight 
here 
Not 
AS in 
for 
em, 
hil- 


ons, 


por- Wkingdoms of the world riſing as it were out of the- 
. In errth, gradually growing powerful by almoſt an inſen- 
efore Nible increaſe, extending at laſt their conqueſts on every 
the Wide, arriving by different means at the height of hu- 


fate {Wan greatneſs, and falling at once from that height by 


ſtand Nſadden revolutions, and loſt, as I may ſay, and ſunk 
ſerve into that nothing from whence they ſprung. But what 
o ſay Ws ſtill more worthy our attention, we find in the man- 
le 12 ers themſelves of the ſeveral nations, in their cha- 


aſtly, 
h the 
'or|d, 


acters, virtues and vices, the cauſes of their gran- 
leur and deſtruction. We learn there, not only to 
liſcoyer the ſecret and hidden ſources of human poli- 
licks, which give motion to all actions and dare 
have | ut 
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n- have contributed well or ill to the revolutions of 
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but to diſcern withal a ſovereign Being, watching ani Wl cc 
preſiding over all, directing and conducting ever; Wil to 
event, and diſpoſing and abſolutely deciding the fate of Wi de 
all the kingdoms and empires of the word. I cannot an 
therefore too much exhort thoſe, who are entruſted m. 
with the education of youth, to read and ſtudy this v. 
excellent book with attention, which is ſo capable of Wi fio 
forming at once both the underſtanding and the heart; Wi *1 
and, after they have ſtudied it well themſelves, to en- Wi ft 
deavour to inſpire their pupils with a taſte for it. me 
What I have ſaid of nations, may alſo be under. WW wt 
ſtood of the great and illuſtrious men, who have been Wi wt 
diſtinguiſhed for the good or ill they have wrought in Wl be! 
ſtates. We muſt diligently apply ourſelves to ſtudy ¶ te 
their genius, natural inclinations, virtues, faults, va 
particular and perſonal qualihcations, in a word, that Wi the 
peculiar turn of mind and courſe of conduct that WW EZ 
revails in them, and forms their character; for that ¶ eac 
is properly to know them. Otherwiſe we ſee only Gr 
the ſurface and outſide of them; and men are net be 
to be known and judged only by their dreſs and lich 
countenances. Th 
Neither muſt we expect to know them principally nio 
from ſuch of their actions, as make the moſt gloriou ne. 
figure. When they ſet themſelves up to publick vie, s! 
they may diſſemble and lie under a reſtraint, by e 
ſuming for a time the viſage and maſk, which ſuitmor 
beſt with the character they are to ſupport. TheyWcer 
ſhew themſelves what they are, in private, in the clo. fon 
ſet, and at home, when they are unreſerved, anQliitus 
without diſguiſe. Tis there they act and talk, as , 1 
ture dictates. It is in this manner we ſhould chief nen 
ſtudy great men, if we would paſs a right judgmenWhis 
upon them; and it is the ineſtimable advantage we fin 
in Plutarch, and that wherein he may be ſaid to exc 
all other hiſtorians. In the lives he has left us of tht 
illuſtrious men among the Greeks and Romans, h. 
deſcends to particulars, which give us infinite pleaſure 
He is not ſatisfied with ſhewing us the general, fh 
4 conquero 
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conqueror, the ſtateſman, the magiſtrate, or the ora- 
tor ; he lays open the inſide of the houſe to his rea- 
ders, or rather the heart of the perſons he ſpeaks of, 
and lets us ſee in them the father, the huſband, the 
maſter, and the friend. We ſeem to live and diſcourſe 
with them, to ſhare in their amuſements and diver- 
ſions, to aſſiſt at their meals and in their converſations. 
iTully ſays ſomewhere, that he could not take one 
ſtep in Athens, and the neighbouring places, without 
meeting with ſome ancient monument of hiſtory, 
which awakened the remembrance of the great men, 
who formerly lived there, and in ſome meaſure ſet them 
before his eyes. Here a was garden where the foot- 
ſteps of Plato ſeemed ſtil] to remain, here he uſed to 
walk and diſcourſe of the graveſt points in philoſophy ; 


that there was the place of the publick aſſemblies, where 
that WM Eſchines and Demoſthenes ſeem ſtill to plead againſt 
that each other; and one would imagine the voice of the 
only WR Greek orator was {till to be heard on the ſhore, where 


he learned to overcome the tumultuous noiſe of pub- 
lick meetings by ſurmounting that of the waves. 
The reading the lives of Plutarch ſeems in my opi- 
nion to produce a like effect, by dee the great 
men he ſpeaks of in a manner preſent, and giving us 
2s lively an idea of their cuſtoms and manners, as if 
ve had lived and converſed with them. We know 


by al- 

lun more of the genius, ſpirit, and character of Alexan- 
They er from Plutarch's very ſhort abridgment of it, than 
e clo. om the very long and particular hiſtories of Quin- 
|, and gs Curtius and Arrian. 

as n This exact knowledge of the characters of great 


men makes an eſſential part of hiſtory; and it is for 
this reaſon that good hiſtorians are uſually careful to 


© Quacunque ingredimur, in a- quem accepimus primdm hie (in 
lquam hiftoriam veſtigium poni- academia) diſputare ſolitum : cujus 
mus, Uſu autem evenit, ut acriùs etiam illi hortuli propiaqui non 
quanto & attentids de claris viris, memoriam ſolum mihi afferunt, 
ccorum admonitu, cogitemus . . ſed ipſum videntur in conſpectu 
tut ego none moveor. Venit meo bie ponere, &c, Lib. 5, de 
um mihi Platonis in mentem, figib, n. 4, &c. 


give 
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ive an expreſs and ger ral idea of the good or i! 
qualities of the principal perſons they peak of. Of 
this kind are the characters of Catiline, Marius, and 
Sylla in Salluſt; of Furius Camillus, Hannibal, 
and a great many others in Livy. 

Tiis by ſtudying attentively the prevailing diſpo- 
ſitions both of nations in general, and their comman- 
ders in particular, that we are able to form a judgment 
of their deſigns, actions, and enterprizes, and may 
even foretel the conſequence. Philopemen, an officer 
of excellent underſtanding, obſerving on the one 
hand the careleſſneſs and negligence of Antiochus, 
who was amuſing himſelf at feaſts and weddings, and 
on the other the diligence and indefatigable activity of 
the Romans, made no difficulty of foretelling on 
which fide the victory would fall. Polybius is very 
careful, by the wiſe reflections he makes in ſeveral 
parts of his hiſtory, to excite the attention of the 
reader to take notice of the perſonal qualifications of 
the great men he writes of, and to obſerve that the 
Roman conqueſts were the effects of ſchemes concert- 
ed at a diſtance, and conducted by ſuch means, as 
with the abilities of their generals could ſcarce poſſ- 
bly fail of ſueceſs. Twas from this profound itudy 
of the genius and character of mankind, from 2 
thorou f enquiry into the nature and conſtitution of 
the different kinds of government, and the natural 
cauſes which in . of time change the form © 
them; and laſtly, by ſerious reflections upon the pre- 

fent ſtate of affairs and diſpoſition of men's minds, 

that the ſame hiſtorian in the ſixth book of his hiſtory, 
has carried the ſagacity of his conjectures and fore- 
fight ſo far as to declare, that ſooner or later the Re: 

publick of Rome would again be changed into a 

monarchical government. When I come to ſpeak of 
the Roman hiſtory, I ſhall give an extract and ſum- 

mary of this paſſage of Polybius, which is one of the 
molt curipus and remarkable of all antiquity. 


SECT 


0 
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j 

| SECT. VI. 

„ Y obſerve in hiſtory what relates to morality and the 
| conduct of life. 


The obſervations I have already mentioned are not 
he only one to be to made, nor the moſt eſſential; 
uch as relate to the regulation of manners are ſtill 
ore important. The greateſt advantage,” ſays 
Livy in his excellent ee © ariſing from the 
knowledge of hiſtory is, that you may ſee there 


nd examples of every kind ſet in the cleareſt light. 
of WT You have patterns for your imitation both in your 
on © own private conduct, and in the adminiſtration 


tions as flow from corrupt principles, fatal in their 
event, and for that reaſon to be avoided.” Hoc 


; of % of proeciput in cognitione rerum ſalubre ac frugi- 
the rum, omnis te exempli documenta in illuſtri poſita mo- 


unento infuert : inde tibi tuægue reipublice, quod imi- 
are, capias; inde faedum inceptu, fædum exitu, quod 


ih- utes. 

udy The caſe is nearly the ſame with the ſtudy of hiſtory 
n 2 wvith travelling. If it is confined barely to the 
n of fing over countries, the viſiting of cities, the ex- 


nining the beauty and magnificence of the buildings: 


ge attending it? Does it make a man wiler, more re- 
ular, or temperate? Does it remove his prejudices, 


ory, correct his errors? The novelty and variety of theſe 
orc N Niects may amuſe him for a time, like a child, and 
Re- WE may gaze upon them with a ſtupid admiration. 
to Miet if this is all, it is not to travel, but wander, and 
ak 10 þ loſe both his time and trouble. Nen ef hoc peri- 
ſum- 


mari, ſed errare. Tis ſaid of Ulyſſes, that he viſit- 
labundance of cities ; but not till after it had been 


e Senec, Epiſt, 410. 
obſerved, 


' of publick affairs; you find there alſo ſuch ac- 


nd publick monuments, where is the mighty advan- 
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obſerved, that he applied himſelf to ſtudy the may. 
ners and genius of the people. 


U 
Qui mores hominum multorum vidit & urbes. ery 
prin 
The ancicnts made long and frequent voyages ; butit = 
was with a view to inſtruct, to viſit mankind, and mw 
improve from their wiſdom and knowledge. hy 
Such is the uſe we ought to make of hiſtory. We we 
ſtand in need of inſtructions and examples to induce in 
us to the practice of virtue amidſt the dangers ant WW. 
obſtacles which ſurround it ; and hiſtory ſupplies u WW; 
with theſe of every kind. Tis thence the ſentiments ty, 
of honour and probity are derived; 5 Hinc mibi ill Lb] 
Jaſtitie hauſlus bibat. We muſt pe ſtudy the WM: 
actions and ſpeeches of the great men of antiquity, us 
and make it our buſineſs ſeriouſly to digeſt them, he 
When Tully endeavours to incline his brother WE; 
Quintus to kindneſs and moderation, he puts him in Wſ..1. 
mind of what he had read in Xenophon concerning ou 
Cyrus and Ageſilaus. He tells us it was the uſe beo 
himſelf made of what he had read in his youth, and file 
hiſtory had taught him to ſuffer the utmoſt extremi- Phil. 
ties, and deſpiſe all dangers for the ſervice of hu 
country. “ How many models of virtue, ſays he, BW. 
e are left us by the Greek and Latin writers, which 
& are not laid before us only to be looked on, but o at 
« be imitated? And by ſtudying them inceſſantly, Mare) 
and endeavouring to copy after them in the ma. ”* 
e nagement of publick affairs, have I formed my 
© mind and heart, upon the idea of thoſe great men, 
A whoſe pictures are ſo admirably drawn in thei 
„ writings.” Quam multas nobis imagines, nm feln Car, 
ad intuendum, verum etiam ad imitandum, fortyſne 
rum virorum expreſſas ſcriptores & Græci - LEG [ 
reliquerunt ? quas ego mihi ſemper in adminiſtranda t hi 
| ver 
f Horat, de Arte Poet. b Epid. 2. ad Quint. ecel 
E Quintil. lib, 12. cap. 2. Pro Arch, Poet. n. 14. uſed 


public 
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allicd proponens, animum & mentem meam ipſa cogi- 
atione hominum excellentium confirmabam ! 

We muſt therefore in teaching youth hiſtory, be 
ery careful to make them derive from it one of its 
rincipal advantages, which is the regulation of their 
anners, and to th's end we muſt from time to time 
introduce ſhort reflections ; aſk them their own judg- 
ent upon the actions they read; accuſtom them eſ- 
xecially not to ſuffer themſelves to be dazzled by a 
ain outward ſhew, but to judge univerſally according 


and o the principles of equity, truth and juſtice; and 
süße in them an admiration for the modeſty, fruga- 
entz 


Ity, generoſity, diſintereſtedneſs, and love for the 
publick good, which prevailed in the happy times of 
he Greck and Roman republicks. When youth are 
hus timely modelled, and accuſtomed from their in- 
ancy by the ſtudy of hiſtory to admire examples of 
irtue, and abhor vice, we may hope that theſe early 
eds, aſſiſted by a ſuperior aid, without which the 

yould ſoon miſcarry, may in due time bring fort 

ood fruit; and that ſomething might happen to them 
ke what is told of a ſcholar of Plato's, whom the 
biloſopher had trained up with great care in his own 
ouſe, When he returned home, and ſaw his father 


A reakoutinto in aviolent tranſport of paſſion, he ſtood 
nei amaze, I never ſaw any thing like this, ſays he, 
4 cat Plato's.” Apud Platonem educatus puer, cum ad 


arentes Yelatus vociferantem videret patrem : N. ungquamy 
wut, hoc apud Platonem vidi. 


SEC TVS 


Carefully to obſerve every thing that relates to religion. 


have one obſervation ore to make upon the ſtudy 
{ hiſtory, which conſiſts in carefully obſerving what- 
er relates to religion, and the great truths which are 
cceſſarily dependent upon it. For amidſt the con- 
uſed chaos of ridiculous opinions, abſurd ceremonies, 
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impious ſacrifices, and deteſtable principles, which ido. 
latry, the daughter and mother of ignorance and cor. 
ruption of heart, has brought forth to the reproach gf 
human reaſon and underſtanding, there are till to be 
diſcerned ſome precious remains of almoſt all the fun. 
damental truths of our holy religion. We find in it 
particularly the exiſtence of a Being fupreme in power, 
and ſupremely juſt, the abſolute Lord of Kings and 
Kingdoms, whoſe Providence rules all the events of 
this life, whoſe juſtice prepares for the next the re. 
wards and chaſtiſements that are due to the righteous 


and the wicked; and laſtly, whoſe all-piercing eye ery x: 

into the inmoſt receſſes of our ſouls, and fills them "AF 

with trouble and confuſion, whether we will or no, eat 

But as I have already treated of this ſubject more at i 

large in the preliminary diſcourſe prefixed to the fir 

yolume, I ſhall dwell no longer upon it here, MX 

Theſe, in my opinion, are the principal obſern- ich 
tions youths ſhould be directed to make, whilft they 
are ſtudying hiſtory, taking care at the ſame time to 
proportion them to their age and capacity, and never 

propoſing any refle&ions to them they are not capable n= C 

of comprehending. I ſhall now proceed to apply theł lar 

eneral principles to particular examples, in the He 

Qeareſt and moſt intelligible manner in my. power. ab 

rs 45 25 

OTC OLE ET OLE xx 0 

© 

0 

CHAP. Ul. 10 

The application of the foregoing rules to ſont 100 

particular fatts in hiſtory. vile 

| Y, Ind | 

N making the application of the principles IVA 

here LT down” 7 ſhalMele&, firſt from the h ine 
tory of the Perſians and Greeks, and then from thi 

of the Romans, certain portions and particular fach. 


ta which I ſhall add ſome reflections. 
— » wy P #4% \ ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE the FIRST. 


be 07 the hiſtory of the Perſians and Greeks. 


1 it | 

yer HE firſt piece taken from the hiſtory of the 
and Perſians, | 

$ of 

re- n. 

:0us I ſhall divide what I have to ſay concerning Cyrus 
os into three parts; his education; his firſt expeditions; 


the taking of Babylon, and his conqueſts. I ſhall 
relate only the moſt important circumſtances of theſe 
events, and ſuch as appear to me molt proper for the 
nſtruction of youth. "Theſe I ſhall extract from 
enophon, whom I take here for my guide, as the 


he author moſt worthy of credit upon this article. 
. I. The education of Cyrus. Cyrop. lib. 1. 
able Cyrus was the ſon of Cambyſes, King of Perſia, and 
thele W\landane the daughter of Aſtyages King of the Medes. 
the He was beautiful in his perſon, but far more eſti- 
er, able for the excellent endowments of his mind. He 


earning, and ardent for glory. He never feared any 
langer, nor ſhunned any labour, where honour was 
o be acquired. He was brought up after the cuſtom 
f the Perſians, which at that time was admirable. 

The publick good and general utility was the prin- 
ple and end of all their laws. The education of 
nildren was conſidered as the moſt important duty 
nd eſſential part of the government. The care of it 


hes not entruſted to fathers and mothers, whom a 
e nie ind and tender indulgence often rendered incapable 
1 that 

facts * E120; wr ad ν duyhy 32 h0.a19pmriratog, g Hi, xa} 


Mer ν,ceg̃. 


of 


as exceeding courteous and humane, defirous of 
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of it; the ſtate charged itſelf with it. They wer 
brought up together, and in the ſame manner, Th 
did nothing but by rule; the place and duration 9 
their exerciſes were fixed, the time of their meal, 
the quality of what they were to eat and drink, the 
number of their maſters, and the different kinds « 
correction. Their whole food, as well for children 
as young men, was bread, and creſſes, and water; f 
their view was to habituate them early to temperance 
and ſobriety ; and beſides, this ſort of ſimple and fry 
gal food, without any mixture of ſauces and ragouts 
rengthened their bodies, and laid a foundation 
health capable of ſupporting the ſevereſt fatigues of 
war till they grew old, ! as is obſerved of Cyrus 
who found himſelf as ſtrong and robuſt in his ol 
age, as he was in his youth. "They learnt juſtice; 
ſchools, as in other places they do literature; and in 
gratitude was the crime they puniſhed moſt ſeverely, 
The view of the Perſians in all theſe wiſe inſtitu 
tions was to be beforehand with evil, as they wer 
perſuaded that it was better to prevent faults tha 
puniſh them; and whereas in other nations the 
were contented with inflicting puniſhments upon cr 
minals, th:. Perſians endeavoured in a manner to hin{ 
der there being any criminals amongſt them. 
They continued in the claſs of children till the 
were ſixteen or ſeventeen years old; they then enter 
the claſs of youths. They were then laid under th 
greateſt reſtraints, as that age ſtood moſt in need 
them. They ſpent ten years in this claſs. Durin 
this interval, they were every night upon guard, 
well for the ſecurity of the city, as to enure them 
fatigue. In the day- time they went to receive orde 
from their governors, attended the King when he wel 
a hunting, or applied themſelves to their exerciſes. 
The third claſs was formed of men grown, and the 
they continued five and twenty years. From hen 
were taken all the officers, that were to commal 


1 Cyrus non fuit imbecillior in ſenectute, quam in juventute. C 
de ſenect. n. 30, 
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1 the troops, and fill the different poſts, employments, 
and dignities of the ſtate. And hence they paſſed 
to the laſt claſs, from whence the wiſeſt and moſt 
xperienced were choſen to form the publick council, 
By theſe means everycitizen might aſpire to the firſt 
ces of the ſtate; but none could arrive at them, 
l they had paſled through theſe different claſſes, 
and became capable of them by all theſe exerciſes, 

Cyrus was brought up in this manner til] he was 
elve years old, and always excelled his equals, both 
n facility of learning, in courage, and dexterity in 
xecuting whatever he undertook. His mother Mon 
ane then carried him into Media to viſit his grand- 
ther Aſtyages, who had heard ſo much of the fame 
pf this young Prince, that he was very defirous of 
teing him. He found the manners of the Median 


ourt very different from thoſe of his own country. 
rely, WF omp, luxury, and magnificence univerſally prevailed, 
ſtitu Jie was not at all dazzled with it, and without criti- 


ſing or condemning it, he ſtood firm to the princi- 
les he had imbibed from his infancy. He charmed 


ill hearts by his noble and engaging carriage, of 
rhich I ſhall relate a ſingle inſtance, from which we 
hay form a judgment of the reſt, 

Aſtyages, to make his grandſon think no more of 
eturning to his own country, prepared a ſumptuous 
ntertainment, in which he ſpared for no expence, ei- 
her as to the quantity, or the quality and delicacy of 
neats. Cyrus looked upon all theſe preparations with 
great deal of indifference. And as Aſtyages ſeemed 
try much ſurpriſed at it; The Perſians, ſays he, in- 
lead of ſo many turnings and windings to ſatisfy their 
unger, take a much * way to the ſame end; 
little bread and creſſes will do it at any time. His 
randfather giving him leave to diſpoſe of the diſhes 
at were ſerved up as he thought fit, he diſtributed 
dem immediately among ſuch of the King' 
were preſent; to one he gave, becauſe he _ 

Im 


| the 
nterec 
er th 
eed 0 
Jurink 
rd, 3 
hem d 
orde 
e wel 
cies, 
d the 
hen 
mman 
te, Ci 


is grandfather with his wit and vivacity, and gained 


_ "ITY" — 1 
m «RR 5 * F) 
A 


s officers. 


n mn 


_ 2:5 — 
2 =— 4 
—_— — 
wv 4 - 


1 
+I 
„ 
14 
= 
n 
* 
* 
1 \ 
* 
3 
1 
A 
# 4 
* 
” 
: 
s, 4 
, A 
1 * 
5 
9 
* * 
1 
N 
1 
4 = 
& >= 
3 
- \ 
E | 
1 
"- 
7 
„ 
* 
x 
* 
* 
* 
4 
= £ - 
bs 
= „ 
» \ 
7 
48 
- EI 
#5 
: 
«az 
9 6 
i *44 * 
* 
5 
* 


j 


168 Of Profane Hiſtory. 
him to ride; to another, becauſe he ſerved Aſyagy, 
well; to a third, becauſe he was very careful of hi 
mother. Sacas, Aſtyages's cup-bearer, was the on 
perſon to whom he gave nothing. This officer, he. 
ſides his place of cup-bearer, had the poſt of intrody. 
cing ſuch as were to have an audience of the King; au 
as it was not poſſible for him to grant this favour ti 
Cyrus as often as he required it, he had the misfor. 
tune to diſpleaſe the young Prince, who expreſſed his 
reſentment upon this occahon. Aſtyages ſeemed un- 
eaſy that he had offered this affront to an officer, fo 


whom he had a particular eſteem, and who deſervet l 
it for his wonderful addreſs in diſcharging his office ah 
And is that enough, papa, anſwers Ori to merit 1 
© your favour? then ſhould ſoon have obtained it, . 8 
40 of anſwer for it, I can ſerve you better than he. et, 
The little Cyrus was immediately equipped in the h 75 
bit of cup-bearer. He advanced gravely with a ſei” - 

ous air, and à napkin thrown over his Welder, and "I 


holding the cup nicely on three of his fingers, he pre 
ſented it to the King with a dexterity 1 grace, that 
charmed Aſtyages and Mandane. When this wat 
done, he threw his arms around his grandfather's neck 
and kiſſing him, cried out with great joy, „O Sac 
<< poor Sacas, thou art undone, I ſhall have thy place. 
Aſtyages was mightily pleaſed with him And well 
„ ſays he, my boy, thou ſhalt have it; no body c 
„ ſerve me better. But you have forgot one part 
e the ceremony, which is to taſte of it before yo 
< vive it.“ It was it ſeems the cuſtom for the cup 
bearer to pour out a little of the liquor into his Je 
hand, and taſte it, before he preſented the cup to thi 
King. *T'was not through forgetfulneſs, anſwere 
% Cyrus, that I did not do fo.” * What then? fay 
« Aſtyages.“ 4 *Twas becauſe I apprehended the! 
« quor to be poiſon.” © Poiſon | how ſo?” «Ve 
c indeed, papa; for it is not long fince I took 10 
© tice, at an entertainment you gave the lords 0 


your court, that after they had drank a bo 
| 6 « th 
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Thus Cyrus returned into Perſia, where he con. 
tinued one year more in the claſs of children, Hi 
companions expected to ſind a great alteration in his 
manners, after having ſpent ſo much time in fo vo- 
luptuous and ſplendid a court as that of Media, But 
when they ſaw he was contented with their ordinary 
table, and upon days of feaſting was more ſober and 
reſerved than any of them, they looked upon him 
with new admiration. 

He paſſed from this firſt claſs into the ſecond, which 
is that of the young men; where he ſhewed that he 
had not his equal in addreſs, patience, and obedience, 


REFLECTIONS. 


J ſhall not attempt to make any reflections upon the 


preceding ſtory ; they offer themſelves in abundance 
to the reader, and cannot eſcape the view of the Cy: 
moſt dim-fighted. We ſee here how much a mal. ce 
culine, robuſt, and vigorous education contribute befa 
at the ſame time to ſtrengthen the body, and en- le! 
Jarge the mind; and that the beſt means for young ut 
gentlemen of quality to 2cquire efteem and ai-ifead 
fection, is not by aſſuming airs of grandeur, but ar 
by a civil and obliging deportment. I cannot be. 
take notice how arttully the hiſtorian has int de 
duced the excellent lecture he has given again ru 
Urunkenneſs, He might have done it in a grave a ou! 
ferious manner, and with the air of a philofopher Wkueſt 
for Xenophon, as much a ſoldier as he was, wars 
no leſs a philoſopher than Socrates his maſter. InWaſtc 
Htead of this, he puts it into the mouth of a chi, 
and diſguiſes it under the vail of a little ſtory, told ihe he 
the original with all the ſpirit and prettineſs img nd! 
nable, I don't doubt, but it is wholly his own invenides : 


tion; and it is in this ſenſe, in my opinion, we fhou 
underſtand what! Fully ſays of this admirable work 
That the author has not pretended to follow the fin 


I Ad Qu, Fratr, lib, 1. Ep. 1. | 
; rule 
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rules of truth and hiſtory, but deſigned to give Princes 
in the perſon of Cyrus a perfect model of the manner in 
which they ought to govern their ſubjects. Cyrus ille a 
Lnophonte non ad fidem hiſtoric ſcriptus, ſed ad effigiem 
iyi imperii. That is, he has added to the ſubſtance 
of the hiſtory, which is very true in itſelf, as I ſhall 
ſoon have occaſion to obſerve, ſome particular circum- 
fances, to exalt its beauty, and ſerve for the inſtruc- 
tion of mankind. Such is, in my opinion, the hiſtory 
of the little Cyrus turned ing $510; which ſhews 
how diſhonourable drunkennels is to Princes, far bet- 
ter than all the precepts of philoſophers, 


Il, The firſt expeditions and conquęſis of Cyrus, Cytop. 
lib. 1, &c. 


the 

ance Aſtyages King of the Medes being dead, his ſor! 
the Cyaxares, brother to Mandane the mother of Cyrus, 
mal · ¶ ucceeded him. He was ſcarce ſettled upon the throne, 
dute before he found himſelf engaged in a terrible war. 
den- Ne received advice that the King of the Aſſyrians was 


oungWailing a powerful army againſt him, that he had al- 


| ai-Weady drawn over ſeveral other Princes to eſpouſe his 
„ butfMcuarrel, and among the reſt Crœſus King of Lydia. 
t du e immediately diſpatched an embaſſy to Cambyſes 
intro demand his aſſiſtance, with orders to defire that 


yrus might have the command of the army that 
ve a bould be ſent to his aid. They obtained their re- 
ueſt without much difficulty. The young Prince 
ras then in the claſs of men grown, after having; 
jalfed ten years in the ſecond. The joy was univer- 
al, when it was known that Cyrus was marching at 
ie head of the army. It confiſted of thirty thou- 
and foot, for the Perſians had then no horſe ; be- 
des a thouſand young officers, the choice of the na- 
on, who marched as volunteers from a particular at- 
Khment they had to the perſon of Cyrus. 
He ſet forward, without loſing any time, but not 
ll after he had invoked 8 aſſiſtance of the Gods. 
2 | For 
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thought was moſt for their advantage, became the 


eternal, know all things, the future as well as the 
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For his great principle, which he learnt from his H-. d 
ther, was never to enter upon any action, whether Hob 
=_ or ſmall, without firſt conſulting the Gods, ch 

ambyles had often repreſented to him, that human p. 
prudence was very ſhort-ſighted, and the views of 
men confined within narrow bounds ; that they could 
not penetrate into futurity, and what they oftey 


cauſe of their deſtruction ; whereas the Gods bein 


paſt, and ® inſpire thoſe they love with what is mot 
proper for them to undertake ; a protection they oye 
to none, and grant only to ſuch as call upon then 
and conſult them. 

Cambyſes was pleaſed to accompany his ſon as fr 
as the frontiers of Perſia, By the way he gave hin 
excellent inſtructions upon the duties of the general of 
an army. I have already obſerved, in another place, 
that Cyrus, who thought he was a perfect mater in 
the trade of war, after having ſtudied it fo long under 
the moſt experienced officers of his time, owned thet 
that he was abſolutely ignorant of the moſt ejtentia 
part of the art military, till he had learnt it from this 
familar diſcourſe, which deſerves to be carefully read 
and ſeriouſly conſidered by all perſons deſigned for 
the profeſſion of arms, I ſhall mention but one in 
ſtance, from whence we may judge of the reſt. 

The point was, how to make the ſoldiers ſubmitin 
and obedient. The eaſieſt and ſureſt method, in m 
opinion, ſays Cyrus, is to commend and reward ti 
obedient, and to puniſh and diſgrace the diſobedicu 
That's right, an{wered Cambyles, if you would brit 
them to it by force; but the buſineſs is, how to mas 
them ſubn:it voluntarily. Now the ſureſt way of fue 
ceeding herein, is to convince thoſe over whom u 
command, that we know better what is fit for the 


m They imputed every branch hunting. Venatio nobis b2c, * 
of their ſucceſs to divine provi- mici, ſays Cyrus, volente D 
fence, even what they caught in proſpera futura eſt. Cyrop. Id. 

| the 
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than they do themſelves ; for all mankind will readily 
obey thoſe, of whom they have this opinion. From 
this principle ariſes the blind ſubmiſſion, which the ſick 
day to their phyſician, travellers to their guide, and 
ea · faring men to the pilot. Their obedience is wholly 
founded upon a perſuaſion, that the phyſician, the 
guide, and the pilot know more of the matter than 
themſelves. But what muſt we do, ſays Cyrus again 
to his father, to appear more able and prudent than 


10 others? By being really ſo, replies Cambyſes; and 

to this end applying diligently to our profeſſion, ſe- 
* nouſly ſtudying all the rules of it, conſulting the 
3 :bleſt maſters with docility and care, neglecting no- 


thing which may make our enterprizes ſucceed ; 
and above all imploring the aſſiſtance of the Gods, 
who alone give prudence and ſucceſs. 

When Cyrus was arrived in Media and with Cyax- 
res, the firſt thing he did, after the uſual compliments, 
as to inform himſelf of the quality and number of 
he troops on both ſides. He found, by the liſt that 
as given in, that the enemy's army amounted to ſixt 
houſand horſe, and two hundred thouſand foot, and 
onſequently that their horſe were two thirds more 
han thoſe of the Medes and Perſians together, and 
hat the latter had ſcarce half their foot. So great an 
nequality threw Cyaxares into great terror and con- 
uon. He could not think of any other expedient 
han the drawing freſh troops out of Perſia, and in 
reater number than before. But beſides that this re- 
iedy would have been very flow, it ſeemed impracti- 
e. Cyrus immediately propoſed a ſurer and ſhorter 


_ ethod; and this was to change the arms of the Per- 
) mak ans; and as moſt of them uſed only the bow and the 
of ſuc welin, and conſequently fought only at a diſtance, 
om u which way of fighting the greater number eaſily 
r the ried it over the ſmaller, he thought it adviſeable to 
m them in ſuch a manner, that they might come 
s bac, Nmnediately to cloſe fight with the enemy, and there- 
„ render the multitude of their troops unſerviceable. 
TY I 3 This 
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'This advice was approved and put in execution im: 
mediately. 

One day as Cyrus was making a review of his army, 
a courier came to him from Cyaxares with advice, 


that embaſſadors were juſt arrived from the King of Bil © 
the Indies; and therefore he deſired he would cone n 
preſently to him: And for this reaſon, ſays he, I have n 
brought you a rich veſtment; for the King deſires you Wil On 
would be magnificently drefled in preſence of the In- 
dians, for the honour of the nation. Cyrus loſt ao 
time, but ſet forward immediately with his troops toil ”* 
attend upon the King,” without putting on any other uf 
habit than his own; and as Cyaxares at firſt ſeemed IU 
ſomewhat diſpleaſed at it, Should I have done u n 
more honour, replies Cyrus, by clothing myſcit i ur 
purple, and putting on a load of bracelets and cold fu] 
chains, if with all this I had tarried longer before! del 
came, than I now do you by the ſweat of my brows the 
and my diligence, in letting all the world ſee with het 
what readineſs your orders are executed? (JC 

Cyrus's great care was to engage the affection of the Th 
troops, to gain the inclination of the officers, and ac; Ha 
quire the love and eſteem of the ſoldiers. To this en el 
he treated them all with gentleneſs and good- natur 1d 
made himſelf popular and affable, invited them often 542 
to dine with him, and eſpecially thoſe who were di 
tinguiſhed amongſt the troops. He valued money ® © 
only for the ſake of diſtributing it. He gave preſent the 
liberally to every one according to his merit and co "© 
dition; to one a buckler, to another a ſword, or ſome © 
thing of a like nature. He thought a general was t 1 

| 


diſtinguiſh himſelf by his greatneſs of ſoul, his ge 
neroſity, and inclination to do good; and not by lux thei 


ba A eating, or magnificence in dreſs and equipage 1 
and ftill leſs by haughtineſs and pride. and 


Obſerving all his troops full of ardour and courage 
he propoſed to Cyaxares to lead them againſt the ene 


n *Fy Ty TIterini porn, 38% +; Perfici veſte indutus, ornatu alien farg, 
deficn. A beaut ful expreſicn! minime contaminata, 


my 
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ny. They therefore began their march, after they 


had offered ſacrifices to the Gods. When the armies 
were in ſight of each other, they prepared for the bat- 


im- 


. tle, The Aflyrians were encamped in the open plain; 
x of Cyrus on the other hand was covered by ſome villages, 
w_ and ſmall eminences. They ſpent ſome days in look- 
11 ing upon one another. At laſt the Aſſyrians came firſt 
mm out of their camp m very great numbers, and Cyrus 
In. advanced with his troops. Before they came within 
m=_—_ FT bow-ſhot, he gave the word of command, which 
es, Jupiter the helper and conductor. He cauſed the 
the WY uſual hymn to be ſung in honour of Caſtor and Pol- 
_ lux, and the ſoldiers full of religious ardour (S090 4595) 
von made the reſponſes with a loud voice. o In the whole 
if in army of Cyrus nothing was to be diſcerned but chear- 
cold fulneſs, emulation, courage, mutual exhortations, pru- 
ore dence, and obedience, which caſt a ſtrange terror into 


the hearts of the enemies. For, fays the hiſtorian 
here, it was obſerved, that thoſe who moſt feared the 
Gods upon theſe occaiions were the leaſt afraid of men. 


TOW!) 
with 


often The Aſſyrian archers, ſlingers, and darters of javelins, 
dat. made their diſcharges before the enemy was within 
seni reach. But the Perſians, encouraged by the preſence 
ture and example of Cyrus, came at once to a cloſe en- 
often gagement, and broke the firit battalions. The Af y- 
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to their heels. The Median horte moved forward at 
the ſame time to fall upon that of the enemy, who 
were alſo ſoon routed, They were brit puriued, 
as far as their camp. Tue ſlaughter was turrible, 


vas te and the Aſſyrian King loſt his life in the field. Cyrus 
is ge did not think himſelf in a condition to force thern in 
y lux their entrenchments, and ſounded a retreat. 
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and the braveſt men in the army loſt, were in a ſtrange 
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conſternation. Cxrœſus and the other allies loſt al 
all hope. So that they had no thoughts but of eſcap- 
ing by favour of the night. 

Cyrus had rightly foreſeen it, and prepared for x 
vigorous purſuit. But this was not to be done without 
horſe, and the Perſians, as we have already obſerved, 
had none. He went therefore to Cyaxares, and told 
him of his deſign. Cyaxares very much diſapproved 
it, and repreſented to him the danger there was in driy- 
ing ſo powerful an enemy to extremes, who might 
perhaps be inſpired with courage by being driven to 
deſpair ; that it was prudent to uſe good fortune with 
moderation, and not to loſe the fruit of a victory by 
too much eagerneſs; that beſides, he was unwilling to 
compel the Medes, or prevent them from taking the 
repoſe they had ſo juſtly deſerved. Cyrus at laſt de- 
fired leave only to carry ſuch with him, as were will- 
ing to follow him, and got the conſent of Cyaxares 
with great difficulty, who had no thought but of paſ- 
ſing his time in feaſting and rejoicing with his officer, 
for the victory he had ſo lately gained. 

Almoſt all the Medes followed Cyrus, who began 
his march in purſuit of the enemy. He met in his 
way couriers from the Hyrcanians, who ſerved in the 
enemy's army, to tell him, that as ſoon as he.appear- 
ed, they were ready to ſubmit to him, and in reality 
they did ſo. He lot no time, but marching all night, 
came up with the Aſſyrians. Crœſus had ſent his 
wives before in the cool of the evening, for it was 
then ſummer, and was following after them with ſome 
horſe. The Aſſyrians were in the utmoſt conſterna- 
tion, when they ſaw the enemy at their heels. Many 
of them were killed in the flight; all that were leſt 
in the camp ſurrendered ; the victory was complete, 
and the booty immenſe. Cyrus kept to himſelf all 
the horſes that were found in the camp, deſigning 
ſrom that time to form a body of Perſian horſe, which 
till then they had not. Every thing of the greateſt 
value he ſet apart for Cyaxares, When the * 

an 
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ind Hyrcanians were returned from purſuing the ene- 


ny, he made them partake of a repaſt he had prepared 


for them, bidding them ſend only ſome bread to the 
Perſians, who had every thing elſe that was neceſſar 
for them both as to delicacy and drink. Their fauce 
was hunger, and their drink the water from the river.. 
This was the manner of living, to which they had- 
been accuſtomed from their infancy. 

Cyaxares had paſſed the night, that Cyrus ſpent in 
nurſuit of the enemy, in joy and feaſting, and had got 
drunk with his principal officers. When he awaked 
the next morning, he was ſtrangely. ſurpriſed to ſee 
himſelf left almoſt alone. Full of rage and indigna- 
tion, he immediately diſpatched a meſſenger to the ar- 
my, with orders to reproach Cyrus,. and make the 
Medes return directly. Cyrus was under no concern 
at ſo unjuſt a command. He wrote back a reſpectful 
letter, but with a generous freedom, in which he 
juſtified his conduct, and reminded him of the leave 
he had granted to all the Medes that were willing 
to follow him. He ſent at the ſame time into Perſia 


ſor freſh troops, deſigning to extend his conqueſts: 
ſtil] farther, | | 


Net the priſoners of war was a young Princeſs: 


of exquiſite beauty, reſerved for Cyrus. She was 
named Panthea, and was wife to Abradates King of 


duſiana. Upon the report of her beauty, Cyrus re- 
fuſed to ſee her, apprehendeng, as he ſaid, leſt ſuch an 
object ſhould engage his affection too much, and divert 
him from the great deſigns he had formed. Araſpes, . 


ayoung Median lord, in whoſe cuſtody ſhe had been, 


lid not ſuſpect his owa weakneſs ſo much, and affirm- 


ed that a man was always maſter of himſelf. Cyrus 


gave him prudent advice, and put the Princeſs again 


into his hands. Fear not, replies Araſpes, I am ſe- 
cure of myſelf, and will lay my life on't that I do no- 
thing contrary to my duty. However, his paſſion for 
the Princeſs increaſed by little and little to ſuch a de- 
gree, that finding her invincibly averſe to his deſires, 


1 5 he 
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he was upon the point of offering her violence. The 
Princeſs made her complaints Oytue,who preſently 
ſent Artabazus to expoſtulate in his name with Araf. 
pes. This officer chid him with the utmoſt feverity, 
and ſet his fault before him in ſuch a light, as almof 
threw him into deſpair. Araſpes overwhelmed with 
grief, could not refrain from tears, and was ſtruck 
dumb with ſhame and terror. Some days after Cyrus 
ſent for him, and he came all trembling and diſorder. 
ed. Cyrus took him aſide, and inſtead of the violent 
reproaches he expected, ſpoke to him with the utmoſt 
mildneſs, owning that he had been to blame for im- 
prudently ſhutting him up with ſo formidable an ene- 
my. Such unexpected goodneſs gave life to the young 
lord. His confuſton, joy, and gratitude, drew tears 
from his eyes in ahundance. It is now, ſays he, that 
I begin to know myſelf, and ſenſibly to prove that [ 
have two ſouls, one that inclines me to do well, and 
the other that urges me to miſchief. The firſt is al- 
ways ſuperior, when you are by to aſſiſt me, and are 
talking with me; and I yield to the other, and am 
overcome, when I am alone by myſelf. He made 
ample amends afterwards for his fault, and did Cyrus 
conſiderable a ſervice, by retreating as a ſpy tothe Ally- 

rians, under the pretext of a pretended diſcontent. 
Cyrus in the mean time prepared to advance into 
the enemy's country. None of the Medes would quit 
him, nor return without him to Cyaxares, whole rage 
and cruelty they apprehended. The army began thr 
march. The good treatment Cyrus had given the 
priſoners of war, by ſending them all back free into 
their own country, had ſpread a general rumour of his 
clemency. Many of the xk ſubmitted to him, 
and increaſed the number of his troops. When he 
drew nigh to Babylon, he ſent a challenge to the King 
of Aſſyria, offering to decide the quarrel by a ſingle 
combat. But this challenge was not accepted. How- 
ever, for the ſecurity of his allies during his abſence, 
he entered into a kind of truce and treaty with uy 
7 
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he by which it was agrecd on both ſides, that the huſ- 


tly dandmen ſhould not be diſturbed, but have full li- 
ale berty to till the ground. And thus after he had 


ty, taken a view of the country, examined the ſituation 
of WH of Babylon, and enlarged the number of his friends. 
ith and allies, he returned towards Media. 


When he drew near the frontiers, he ſent deputies 
to Cyaxares, to give him notice of his arrival, and to 
receive his orders. Cyaxares did not think it adviſe- 
able to admit ſo conſiderable an army into his country, 
which was beſides to be augmented by che addition of 
forty thouſand men, lately arrived from Pe ſia. The 
next day he ſet forward on his journey with the horſe 
that remained with him. Cyrus advanced to meet 
him with his, who were very numerous and in good 
order. The fight of them awakened the jealouſy and 
diſcontent of Cyaxares. He gave his nephew a very 
eold reception, turned aſide his face, and declined his 
kiſs, and even let fall ſome tears. Cyrus commanded 
all that ſtood by him to withdraw, and reafoned with: 
him upon the occaſion. He ſpoke with ſo much mild- 
neſs, ſubmiſſion, and force; gave him ſuch ſtrong; 
proofs of his integrity, reſpect, and inviolable att-h- 
ment to his perſon and intereſts, that he removed in a 
moment all his ſuſpicions, and was perfectly reſtored 
to his good graces, They mutually embraced each 
other, and ſhed tears on both ſides. The joy of the 
Medes and Perſians was inexprefiible, who waited for 
tie iſſue of this interview with fear and trembling. 
Cyaxares and Cyrus immediately mounted their, 
horſes, and then all the Medes poſted themſelves be- 
bind Cyaxares, purſuant to the ſignal Cyrus had given 
them, The Perſians followed Cyrus, and the other 
nations their reſpective Princes. When they were ar- 
nved at the camp, they conducted Cyaxares to the 
tent which had been prepared for him. He was im- 
mediately viſited by moſt of the Medes, who came to 
pay their reſpects to him, and make him preſents, 


ſome of their own accord, and others by the direction 
2 | 
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180 Of Profane Hiſtory. 
of Cyrus. Cyaxares was extremely affected with it, 
and began to be convinced that Cyrus had not de. 
bauched his ſubjects from him, but that the Medes 
bore him the ſame affectionate regard they had done 
before. 


REFLECTIONS. 


This whole ſtory is full of inſtruction. We ſee in 
Cyrus all the qualifications requiſite to form a great 
man, and in his troops whatever renders an army in- 
vincible. This young Prince, far ſuperior in his ſen- 
timents to thoſe of his rank and age, placed not his 


lory in magnificent repaſts, clothes, and equipages. na 
He was unacquainted with the airs of haughtineſs Wi ore 
and pride, by which young men of quality often ima- Wi tor 
gine they diſtinguiſh themſelves. He valued riches Af 
only for the pleaſure of diſtributing them, and the Wi je 


opportunity they gave him of adding to the number of 
his friends. He ? was ſurpriſingly a maſter in the 
art of gaining the affections of others, and ſtill more 
by his obliging deportment and engaging behaviour, 


than his liberality. As he was perfectly acquainted III 
with the ſcience of war, he abounded in ſtratagems } 
and expedients ; witneſs the change of arms and eſta- 7 

bliſhment of cavalry which he introduced among the 
Perſians, He was ſober, vigilant, inured to labour, 1 
inſenſible of the allurements of pleaſure; and the are: 
contraſt between him and Cyaxares very much exalts Wl pre 
the value of his excellent qualities, my 
At an age, when the paſſions are uſually moſt violent, ¶ bee 
and in the very heat of victory, when every thing ed: 
feems allowable, in the midſt of the applauſes and WM bra 
Praiſes he received on all ſides, he always remained ab- cell 
folute maſter of himſelf, and gave a young lord, who Wl thi: 
was very unlike him, ſuch lectures of continence and par 
virtue, as are ſurpriſing even to us that are Chriſtians, 0 
7 ut 


p Artificium benevolentiæ col- Cyrus, Ep. 1, ad Quint. fra 
Bgends, fays Tully, ſpeaking of trem, 
1 


and 
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t, and are ſo very remote from our manners, that they A 
e- ſeem almoſt incredible. 1 
es But what muſt aſtoniſh us ſtill more, is the infi- AY 
ne nite veneration he paid to the Gods, his exactneſs in 1 


forming no enterprize without conſulting them, and 
imploring their aſſiſtance; his religious acknowledg- 
ment of their favours, by aſcribing all his good ſuc-- 
ceſs to them; and the open profeſſion of piety and 
in religion he was not aſhamed to make at all times 
ind upon all occaſions, if I may be allowed to uſe 
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n- Wl theſe terms in the caſe of a Prince, who was igno- 
-n- Nnnt of the true God. 

his This is what youth muſt ſtudy in Cyrus; and it 
es. may not be amiſs to obſerve to them, that one of the 
cſs Wi gteateſt commanders in the Roman republick was 
1a- WF formed upon this model, I mean the ſecond Scipio 
hes Africanus, who had the admirable books of the Cyro- 
the N pedia continually in his hands. 4 Que, guidem libres 
r of un ſine cauſa no/ter ille Scipio Africanus de manibus po- 
the ere non ſolebat. Nullum eft enim prætermiſſum in his. 
ore Heium diligentis & moderati imperii. 

ur, 

ited III. The continuation of the war. The taking of Ba- 
ems bylon. New conqueſts. The death of Cyrus. Cy 
ſta- rop. lib. 6, &c. 

the 8 

our, In the council, which was held in preſence of Cyax- 
the Wi ares, it was reſolved to continue the war. They made 
calts Wi preparations for it with indefatigable ardour. The ene- 

my's army were ftill more in number. than they had 

ent, deen the preceding campaign, and Egypt alone furniſh- 
hing ed above fixſcore thouſand men. They met at Thym- 
and bra, a city of Lydia. Cyrus, after taking all ne- 
1 ab- ¶ ceffary precautions for ſupplying his army with every 
w_ thing it might want, in which he was ſurpriſingly 
> an 


par:icular, as Xenophon relates at large, determined 
to begin his march. Cyaxares did not follow him, 
but tarried behind with a third part of the Medes 
4 Cic, Ep. 1. ad Quint. fratr, 

only, 
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only, that he might not leave his country entirely 
without troops. 

As &bradates, King of Suſiana, was preparing to 
put on his armour, his wife Panthea brought him an 
helmet, with bracelets and lockets of maſly gold, 2 
eoat of arms fit for him plaited to the bottom, and 
a large plume of feathers of a purple colour. She 
had wrought the moſt part of them with her own 
hands unknown to her huſband, that ſhe might hare 
the pleaſure of ſurpriſing him with the preſent. And 
though paſhonately — of him, ſhe exhorted him ra- 
ther to die with his arms in his hand, than not ſigna- 
lize himſelf by ſome action worthy their birth, and 
the character ſhe had given of him to Cyrus. We, 
ſays ſhe, are under the higheſt obligations to him. 
When I was his priſoner, and as ſuch deſigned for 
him, I was not treated as a ſlave by him, nor reſtor— 
ed to liberty upon ſhameful conditions. He took as 
much care of me, as if I had been the wife of his own 
brother; and I promiſed him that you ſhould be 
grateful for ſuch a favour. Be not therefore unmind- 
tul of it. O Jupiter, cries Abradates, lifting up his 
eyes to heaven, grant that I may this day ſhew my- 
ſelf a huſband worthy of. Panthea, and a friend that 
deſerves fo generous a benefactor. When he had ſaid 
this, he mounted his chariot. Panthea, who could 
hold him no longer in her arms, kiſſed the chariot, 
and following it for ſome time on foot, at length re- 
tired, : 

When the armies were come within view of each 
other, they prepared for battle. After publick and 
general prayers, Cyrus offered libations in particular, 
and again beſought the God of his father to eſpouſe 
his cauſe, and guide him with his aſſiſtance. And 
hearing a clap of thunder, he cried out, W- fell;w thee, 
O Jupiter ſupreme ; and inſtantly advanced toward 
the cnemy. As che ſront of their battle far exceeded 


r God indeed was actually his guide, but a very different God fron 
Jupiter. 


that 
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that of the Perſians, they in the center ſtood ſtill, 
whilſt the two wings advanced, inclining to the right 
to nd left, with a deſign to ſurround the army of Cy 
an nus, and charge him at the ſame time in ſeveral places. 
2 This was what he expected, and was not at all ſurpriſ- 
nd ed at. He ran through all the ranks to encourage 
he his troops, and though upon other occaſions he behav- 
vn ed with ſo much modeſty, and was ſo remote from 
we all appearance of vanity, when he was upon the point 
nd bo engage, he cried out with a reſolute and deciſive 
ra- WT voice, Follow to certain victory; the Gods are on 
da- WM our fide. After giving all neceſſary orders, and cauſ- 
nd ing the uſual hymn to be ſung through all the army, 
e, be gave the ſignal. 

yrus began with attacking the wing of the ene- 
for ny, which had advanced upon the right flank of his 
army, and having charged it alſo in flank, put it in- 
to diſorder, The ſame was done on the other ſide, 


c 
vn where they made the ſquadron of camels advance firſt, 

be The enemy's cavalry did not wait their coming up; 
nd- but as ſoon as the horſes ſaw them at a diſtance, they 
his ell back upon one another, and ſome of them pran- 
ny- ing and flinging, threw their riders to the ground. 
that The chariots armed with ſcythes finiſhed what was 


wanting to .complete the confuſion. In the mean 
time Abradates, who commanded the chariots that 
were placed at the head of the army, brought them on 
full ſpeed. The enemy was unable to ſuſtain ſo rough 
a charge, and were put to the rout. Abradates hay- 


ach Ning pierced them, fell upon the battalions of the 
and W:cyptians ; but his chariot being unfortunately over- 
Har, {Wturned, he was ſlain with his men, after having gi- 
ouſe W'enextraordinary proofs of his valour. The battle was 
And terce on that fide, and the Perſians were forced to fall 
the, back as far as their machines. There the Egyptians 


ound themſelves much incommoded by the arrows 
that were caſt from thoſe rolling towers, and the bat- 
talions of the rear-guard of the Perſians advancing 
vord in hand, hindered the. archers from paſſing far- 
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134 / Profane Hiſtory. 
ther, and obliged them to return to their poſt. There 
was then nought elſe to be ſeen but rivers of blood 
ſtreaming on every fide, In the mean time Cyrus 
came up, after having put to flight whatever had op- 
poſed him. He was grieved to ſee the Perſians had 
given way, and judging the Egyptians would ſtill go 
on to gain ground, he reſolved to attack them in the 
rear; and in an inſtant having thrown himſelf with 
his troops behind their battalions, he charged them 
rudely. The horſe at the ſame time advanced, and 
attacked the enemy briſkly.. The Egyptians, thus en- 
compaſſed on every fide, faced about on all ſides, and 
defended themſelves with wonderful courage. Cyrus 
at laſt admiring their valour, and being unwilling to 
ſuffer ſo many brave men to be cut in pieces, offered 
them honourable conditions, repreſenting to them 
that all their-allies had forſaken them. Theſe condi- 
tions were accepted, and they afterwards ſerved in his 
troops with inviolable fidelity. 

After the loſs of the battle, Croefus fled with great 
diligence to Sardis with his troops, whither Cyrus 
purſued him the next day, and made himſelf maſter 
of the city without any reſiſtance. 

From thence he marched directly to Babylon, con- 
quering by the way the greater Phrygia and Cappa- 
docia. When he was come before the town, and had 
carefully examined its ſituations, walls, and fortifica- 
tions, every one judged it was abſolutely impoſſible to 
take it by force. He ſeemed therefore reſolved upon 
the deſign of carrying it by famine. To this end he 
cauſed very large and deep ditches to be dug quite 
round the town, to prevent, as he ſaid, any thing 
from entering in or going out. The people of the 
city could not help ridiculing his deſign to beſiege 
them; and as the town was furniſhed with more than 
twenty years proviſions, they. made a jeſt of all the 
trouble he was at. When his works were finiſhed, 
Cyrus was adviſed that a great feſtival was ſoon to be 
ſolemnized, whereon all the Babylonians * 

| night 
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abt in drinking and revelling. Upon the night of 
he feſtival, which came on early, he cauſed the 
zuth of the trenches to be opened which pointed to- 
ards the rivers, when the water ruſhed impetuouſly 
to this new channel, and leaving its former bed dry, 
ned Cyrus a free paſſage into the city. His troops 
herefore entered without any refiftance. They 
arched forward till they came to the palace, where 
te King was ſlain. At break of day the citadel 
rendered upon the news that the town was taken, 
{the King dead. Cyrus cauſed proclamation to be 
ade in all quarters, that whoever would eſcape with 
heir lives ſhould tarry in their houſes, and ſend him 
cir arms; Which was done immediately. And this 
is all the trouble this Prince had in conquering the 
cheſt and ſtrongeſt city then in the world. 

Cyrus began with returning thanks to the Gods for 
e good ſucceſs they had granted him; he aſſem- 
ed the principal officers, publickly commended their 
rage, wiſdom, zeal and fidelity, and diſtributed 
wards to the whole army. He then remonſtrated 
them, that the only way to preſerve what they had 
quired, was to perſevere in their ancient virtue 
at the fruits of a —_— did not conſiſt in aban- 


To ming themſelves to ceaſe and idleneſs ; that after 
k "" Wy had conquered the enemy by force of arms, it 
we ould be ſhameful to let themſelves be conquered by 


eallurements of pleaſure ; that laſtly, if they would 
ain their ancient glory, they muſt maintain the 
ne difcipline at Babylon amongſt the Perſians, as 
as obſerved in their own country, and to this end 
ploy their chief care in the good education of their 
dren, By this means, ſays he, we ſhall daily 
low more virtuous ourſelves, by ſtriving to ſet them 
bod examples; and they cannot eafily be corrupted, 
ulſt they neither ſee nor hear any thing from us, 
twhat has a tendency to virtue, and are continually 
ployed in the practice of honeſt and commend- 
e exerciſes, 

Cyrus 
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Cyrus aſſigned the different parts and cares of tg 


overnment to different perſons, according to the tz A 
| te he knew them to be maſters of; but he reſerye al 
to himſelf alone the office of forming generals, gg Cv; 
vernors of provinces, miniſters and embaſſadors, 54 
judging this to be properly the duty and buſineſs of ; yl: 
King, and that whereon his glory, the ſucceſs of al ple: 
his affairs, and the quiet and happineſs of the empim that 
abſolutely depended. Matters relating to war, ro: 
finances, and the civil government, he diſpoſed in Mud 
ſurpriſing order. He had perſons of known prob m 
diſperſed through all the provinces, who zav2 es 
account of all that paſſed; and theſe were ca: ind 
eyes and cars of the Prince. He was careiu! © 7 ne 
and honour all perſons diſtinguiſhed. by th * 
and excelling in any particular whatiaever, la 
far greater value upon clemency than cov: wh 
laſt was often the cauſe of the ruin and det * 
people, whereas the other was always hence 1 
falutary. The laws he judged were of adm br, 
vice in contributing to a due regulation manners q 
but in his opinion the Prince was to be a living law con 
his example; and he thought him unworthy to com cha. 
mand others, who bad not more underſtanding a pot 
virtue than his ſubjects, Liberality ſeemed to him Mind 
virtue truly royal ; but he did not think it comparadl{.. 
to goodneſs, atability, and humanity, virtues propeſ and 
to gain the hearts and win the affections of the peopieM1; 
which is properly to reign; beſides, that to be fond f 
of giving more than others when one is infinite cou 
richer than they, has nothing ſo extraordinary in dur 
as to deſcend in a manner from the throne, to ma nat 
himſelf equal with his ſubjects. But the er pre non 
ference he gave to the worſhip of the Gods, and Wn 
reverence for religion; as being fully perſuaded, tha 4 
whoever was religious and feared God, was at thurn 
ſame time a good and faithful ſervant to Kings, aq biin 
firmly attached to their perſons and the good of bad 
ſtate, Fin 


Whe 
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When Cyrus thought he had given ſufficient orders 
concerning the affairs of Babylon, he reſolved upon a 


F the 


e ta 


rv ourney into Perſia, He paſſed through Media to viſit 
 $0-MCyaxares, to whom he made conſiderable preſents, 
S, Mind let him know that he would find a magnificent 
A place prepared for him at Babylon, whenever he 
of all 


pleaſed to go thither, and that he ſhould look upon 
that city as properly his own. Cyaxares, who had 
no male iſſue, offered him his daughter in marriage, 
and Media for her portion. He was very ſenſible the 
propoſal was to his advantage, but he could not ac- 
cept it till he had obtained the conſent of his father 
and mother ; leaving to all after-ages a rare exam- 
ple of the reſpectful ſubmiſſion and entire dependance 
tat al] children ought to ſhew to their parents upon 
ſach an occaſion, of what age ſoever they be, or to 
what degrce of power and greatneſs ſoever they are 
xrived, Cyrus then eſpouſed this Princeſs at his re- 
turn from Perſia, and carried her with him to Baby- 
lor, where he had fixed the ſeat of his empire. 


1 


ners There he aſſembled his troops. Tis ſaid, they 
au conſiſted of ſixſcore thouſand horſe, two thouſand ' 
com 


chariots armed with ſcythes, and fix hundred thouſand 
foot. With this numerous army he took the field, 
and ſubdued all the nations from Syria to the Indian 
ſea, After which he turned his arms againſt Egypt, 
and brought that country in like manner under his 
ſubjection. 

fle took up his reſidence in the midſt of all theſe 
countries, paſſing uſually ſeven months at Babylon 
luring the winter, becauſe of the warmth of the cli- 
mate; three months at Suſa in the ſpring ; and two 
months at Ecbatana, during the great heats of the 
lummer, | 

After many years ſpent in this manner, Cyrus re- 
turned into Perſia for the ſeventh time ſince the eſtas 
diſhment of his monarchy. Cambyſes and Mandane 
had been long dead, and himſelf was grown very old. 
Finding his end to draw-ncar, he called Wr his 
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ſons and the great men of the empire; and when hend 
had thanked the Gods for all the favours they hay Millubj 
beſtowed upon him during his life, and begged a le page 
protection of them for his children, his friends, and fu 
his country, he declared his eldeſt fon Cambyſes his He 
ſucceſſor, and left the other ſeveral conſiderable go. Minte: 
vernments. He gave them both excellent advice, hy Hor 
informing them that piety to the Gods, a good un. Wlate 
derſtanding between brethren, and the care of ac. Ne d 
quiring and preſerving faithful friends, was the firmeſt {Wiltic 
ſupport of the throne. He died lamented equally Neun 
by all his people. orc 
to tl 
REFLECTIONS. of pt 
I ſhall make two upon this ſubject; the one con- 11 
cerning the character and perſonal qualities of Cy. {ls 
rus, and the other upon the truth of his hiſtory, 2 1 
written by Xenophon. 
ri 
The firſt Reflection. Co 
We may look upon Cyrus as the wiſeſt conqueror Wit 
and moſt accompliſhed hero mentioned in profane n 
hiſtory. He wanted none of the qualities that form! { 
a great man; he had wiſdom, moderation, courage, ; 
greatneſs of ſoul, noble ſentiments, a wonderful dex- Has 
terity in directing the will, and conciliating aftec-W W 
tion; a profound knowledge in all the branches ecco. 
1 the art of war, and an extenſive underſtanding, ſup- im 
1 ported by a prudent reſolution, in forming and exe-Hen 
| cuting great projects. egi. 
| But what was moſt truly great and royal in hin; 
n * was a thorough conviction that all his care and at- Mud + 
tention ought to tend to making his people happy 1 
Ey h ola e Toy dgyorla Ac mihi quidem videntur hu Wn 
rd &gXofctvey Fiaptgiiy, & Tw wo- Omnia eſſe referenda ab 115 gu vs 
Alexi Iermvery, & Nie idee preſunt aliis, ut ii qui eorum MN 
EXE xeuols, ANNA Tw weoveery TE imperio erunt, ſint quam beatil 0d | 
S Pier, weeduudperrey, Cy- mi. Cic, ep, 1. lib, 1. ad Quint. Mlant 
top. lib, x, fratr, nd 1 
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leſs extended than their dominions. 
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d that a King was not to be diſtinguiſhed from his 


ſubjects by the ſplendor of riches, the pomp of equi- 
page, or the luxury and expence of his table; but by 
2 ſuperiority of merit in every kind, and eſpecially 
by an indefatigable application to watch over their 
intereſts, and to procure them eaſe and plenty. 
hort, the foundation and baſis in a manner of the 


In 


ate of Princes, is not to live for themſelves. To 


e devoted to the publick good, is the very characte- 


ſtick of their real greatneſs. They are like the 


fountain of light, ſet only in an high place, to be the 
more univerſally diffuſed. And it would be injurious 
to them to confine them within the narrow 5 


ounds 
f perſonal intereſt. They would fall again into the 
pbſcurity of a private a if their views were 
The whole 
laims them, becauſe confided to them. | 

'Twas from the aſſemblage of all theſe virtues that 
yrus was enabled in ſo ſhort a time to lay the foun- 
ations of an empire, which took in almoſt all the 
arts of the world; that he peaceably enjoyed the 
ruit of his conqueſts for many years; that he was 
o much eſteemed and beloved, not only by his natu- 
al ſubjeQts, but by all the nations he had conquer- 
d; and that after his death he was generally lament- 
das the common father of all his people. 

We ought not to be ſurpriſed that Cyrus was ſo 
ccompliſhed in every reſpect, as we know that God 
limſelf had formed him to be the inſtrument and 
gent of his deſigns of mercy towards his people, and 
o give the world in his perſon a perfect model of the 
nan ner in which princes ought to govern their people, 
id the real uſe they ought to make of ſovereignty, 

When I ſay that this Prince was formed by God 
imſelf, I do not mean by a ſenſible miracle, or that 
ewas at once made ſuch as we admire him in hiftory. 
od gave him an happy genius and capacity, by im- 
anting in his mind the ſeeds of every great quality, 
id in his heart a diſpoſition to the molt extraordi- 
nary 


190 


more clear and diſtinct. 


all his enterprizes, led him as it were by the hand in 
all his conqueſts, opened for him the gates of cities, 
made the ſtrongeſt ramparts fall down before him, 
and humbled in his preſence the moſt mighty of the 


earth t. 


To ſet the merit of Cyrus in a better light, ws 
need only compare him with another King of Perſia 
erxes his grandſon, who, hurried on by at 
abſurd motive of revenge, attempted to ſubdue 
We ſee him ſurrounded with whatever i 
held moſt in eſteem, and makes the greateſt figure | 
the eyes of men; the largeſt empire at that time | 
the world, immenſe riches, forces by ſea and land 
in an almoſt incredible number. 
but around him, not in him, and added nothing to hi 


1 mean 


Greece. 


natural qualifications. 


common amongſt Princes and great men, born to th 
poſſeſſion of unbounded wealth with unlimited power 
and encompaſſed with a glory he had been at no pain 
to acquire, he had accuſtomed himſelf to judge of h 
own talents and perſonal merit from the outſide of h 


high place and ſtate. 


his uncle Artabanus and Demaratus, to give car on 
to the flatterers of his vanity. He meaſures the ſuc 


ceſs of his enterprizes by 


t Thus ſaith the Lord to his 
anointed, to Cyrus, whoſe right- 
hand I have holden to ſubdue na- 
tions before him: and I will 
Jooſe the loins of Kings, to open 
before him the two-leaved gates, 
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nary virtues. He took care, that theſe happy nat: 
Tal parts ſhould be improved by an excellent educy. 
tion, and thus he prepared for him the great deſign, 
he had marked out for him. 
the ſoul, he diſperſed all his doubts, ſuggeſted to him 
the propereſt expedients, made him attentive to the 
'beſt counſels, enlarged his views, and rendered then 
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he ſervile ſubmiſſion of ſo many nations does not 


tisfy his ambition; and diſdaining too ready and 
ay an obedience, he pleaſes himſelf with exerciſing 


gn | 

t offi: dominion over the elements, with cutting thro” 
him ountains, and making them navigable, with chal- 
the ang the ſea for breaking down his bridge, and bind- 


ng the floods with chains, Full of a childiſh vanit 
d a ridiculous pride, he looks upon himſelf as mat 


over 

diner of nature and the elements; thinks no nation 
ties Wares oppoſe his way, and with preſumptuous folly 
bim ad idle aſſurance reckons upon the millions of men 


nd veſſels that follow at his heels. But when after 
he battle of Salamis, he ſaw the ſad remains and 
hameful ruins of his innumerable troops diſperſed 
wer all Greece, he was then convinced of the diffe- 
ence there was between an army and a multitude 
men; ® fratuſque per totam paſſim Graciam Xerxes 
mellexit, quantum ab exercitu turba diſtaret. 

| cannot omit applying in this place two of Ho- 
ce's verſes, which ſeem made for the double event 


land have now been ſpeaking of. 

$ WA 

to hit Vis conſili expers mole ruit ſua ; 

ſs tod Vim temperatam Diu queque provehunt 

to thi In majus. 

OWer 

pain In ſhort, can the army of Xerxes be better deſcrib- 
of 1188! than by theſe words, vis conſili expers, a power 


od of counſel and prudence; or can the ſucceſs of 


ice ot de expreſſed better than by the following terms, 
r 008% ruit ſua, which ſhew how that enormous Coloſ- 
ze fu fell by its own weight and grandeur! Whereas, 


ys Horace, the Gods take a pleaſure in augmenting 
power, founded in juſtice, and guided by reaſon, 


mo ch as was the power of Cyrus, Vim temperatam Dit 
M14 v * . . 

1 «7% provehunt in majus. 

of bra 


u Senec, lib, 6. de Benef, cap. 32. 
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which he had, married his daughter Mandana, to 
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The ſecond Reflefion. 


One of the rules I laid down as uſeful to dire 
youth in the ſtudy of hiſtory, was principally to en 
quire after truth, and early to accuſtom themſelvest 
know and diſtinguiſh the characters ef it. This! 
the natural place of applying this rule. Herodotus an 
Xenophon, who perfectly agree in what I look ups 
to be the eſſential part and ſabltance of Cyrus's hit 
tory, I mean his expedition againſt Babylon, and h 
other conqueſts, are very different in their accounts 
ſeveral other very important facts, ſuch as the birt 
and death of this Prince, and the eſtabliſhment of t 
Perſian empire. 

Youth ſhould not be left ignorant of theſe diffe 
rences. Herodotus, and after him Juſtin, relate, th; 
Aſtyages, King of the Medes, upon a frightful dre 


Perſian of obſcure birth and condition, named Can 
byſes. A ſon being born of this marriage, the Kin 


ordered Harpagus one of the principal officers, MI". / 
put him to death. Harpagus gave him to one of t I 
ing's ſhepherds to be expoſed in a foreft ; but .“ 
child being miraculouſly preſerved, and brought ui * 
privately by the ſhepherd's wife, was at laſt diſcoveraſ-*** 
dy his grandfather, who was ſatisfied with ſending.” © 
him to a remote part of Perſia, and diſcharged H“ 
whole indignation upon the wretched Harpagus, wh. 
ſon he cauſed to be killed, and dreſſed, and ſerved at a 
to his father at an entertainment. The young Cyr 
ſeveral years after, informed by Harpagus of his bim 
and ſtation, and encouraged by his advice and 74 Fo 
K Vic 


monſtrances, raiſed an army, marched againſt AityM 
ges, defeated him in battle, and thereby transfer ant 
the empire of the Medes to the Perſians. g 

The ſame Herodotus makes Cyrus die in a mann th 
very unworthy ſo great a conqueror, This Prince 


according to him, having made war againſt the ch 
thian 
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thians, in the firſt battle he counterfeited a flight, 
eving behind him a large quantity of wine and pro- 
ions in the field. The Scythians did not fail to 
all greedily upon them. Cyrus returned againſt them, 
and ending them all drunk and afleep, he defeated 
hem without difficulty, anditook abundance of them 
priſoners 3 and among the Aga the ſon of Queen 
Tomyris, who commanded an army in perſon, This 
oung Prince, whom Cyrus refuſe to ſend back to 
js mother, recovering from his drunkenneſs, and 
ot bearing to ſui fer captivity „ killed himſelf, To- 
mis, animated with a thirtt of reyrenge, gave a 
cond battle to the Perſians; and ha. Vis drawn 
dem in her turn into an ambuſcade by a pretended 
light, cut off above two hundred thouſand of 
hem, with Cyrus their King, And then cutting off 
irus's head, ſhe threw it into a veile! full of blood, 

mth this inſultin ig ſpeech, Cruel as thou art, ſa- 
' tiate thyſelf v with blood; of which in thy life- 
time thou haſt always! been inſatiable.“ w» Satia 
bit; ſanguine quem ſetiſti, ceujnſque injatiabilis ſem- 
r fiſt, 

The queſtion is, which of theſe two hiſtorians, 
ho relate the ſame hiſtory in ſo different a manner, 
the beſt authority. Youth themſelves, if properly 
terrogated by a (kilful maſter, may caſily give an 
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WM | er. The account which Herodotus Dove 3 of the 
ed | ſt years of Cyrus, has more the air of a fable than an 
gs ory, And for his death, what likelihood is there, 
at at a Prince, ſo experienced i in war, and ſtill more 
Cyru dmmendable for his prudence than valour, ſhould 
is bine run head-long into the inares laid for him 


a woman. What the ſame hiſtorian relates of 
e violent paſhon and childiſh revenge of Cyrus 
ainſt a river, which had drowned one of his ſacred 
ries, and which he cauſed his army to cut directly 
to taree hundred and ſixty channels, is directly op- 
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poſite to the character of this Prince, * who was fg. 
mous for his mildneſs and moderation. ? Beſides, i; 


it probable that Cyrus, who was marching to the con. hin 
queſt of Babylon, ſhould ſquander time ſo precious t, rut 
him in this manner, ſpend the ardour of his troops inet 
ſo uſeleſs a labour, and loſe the opportunity of (ur. H 
priſing the Babylonians, by amuſing himſelf in ma- Wert | 


ing war upon a river, inſtead of carrying his arms 
againſt the enemy? 

But whatabſolutelydecides in favour of Xenophan, 
is the agreement of his account with the Holy Scrjp. 
ture, where we ſee that Cyrus was ſo far from raiſing 
the empire of the Perſians upon the ruins of that g 
the Medes, as Herodotus remarks, that thoſe two ra 
tions acted in concert in the ſiege of Babylon, and 
joined their forces to deſtroy that formidable power, 

Whence then could ſo great a difference ariſe be 
tween theſe two hiſtorians? Herodotus will tell us 
In the very paſſage, where he relates the birth « 
Cyrus, and in that where he ſpeaks of his death, h 
informs us, there were then very different mannerso 
reporting theſe two great cvents. Herodotus followe 
that which was moſt agreeable to his own fancy 
and we know he was fond of any thing extraordinar 
and wonderful, and very eafily gave credit to it 
Xenophon was more ſerious and leſs credulous; an 
he tells us in the beginning of his hiſtory, that he he 
very carefully enquired into the birth of Cyrus, h 
character and education. 

We muſt not conclude from what I have ſaid, tha 


Herodotus is not to be credited in any thing, becauſeh 


x Tully obſerves, that during 
his whole reign he never let an 
angry word fall from him; cujus 
ſummo in imperio nemo, unquam 
verbum ullum - aſperius audivit, 
Ep. 2. ad Quint. fratr. 

Com Babyionum oppugnatu- 
rus ſeſtin ret ad bellum, cujus 
mazima mome ita in ca ioni- 


bus ſunt , . .. hue omnem tre! 
ſtulit belli apparatum , . . . Pen 
itaque & tempus, magna in ma 
nis !ebus jactura; & mulitum 3 
dor, quem inutilis labor 'regit 
& occaſio aggrediendi 1mp-Tratl 
dum ille bellum indid um 10 
cum flum'ine gerit, Sener. Þ 
3. de ra, cap. 21. 
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ſometimes miſtaken ; this rule would be falſe and 
unjuſt 3 as we ſhould be to blame to believe every 
thing an author ſays, becauſe he ſometimes ſpeaks 
ruth. Truth and falſhood may be found together; 
but the reader's judgment and prudence conſiſt in 
knowing how to diſtinguiſh them, in pointing them 
ut by certain peculiar circumſtances, and in making 
6 juſt trial aud ſeparation of them. And to this judg- 
nent in diſcerning what is true or falſe the boys ſhould 


e early accuſtomed, 
FFC. 
The ſecond Piece, taken from the bhiſtory of the 


* Greeks. | 

| 1 Of the grandeur and empire of Athens, 

n deſign in this ſecond piece of hiſtory is ta 
1, h L give ſome idea of the ſuperiority of the Athe= 
erz ons for ſeveral years over all Greece, and to lay 
owe en by what means and degrees they arrived at that 
ncy Wight of power. The principal perſons, who in the 
inan e of time we ſpeak of, contributed moſt to the 
to it abliſhment and ſupport of the power of this repub- 
, anc, though by very different qualifications, were 

temiſtocles, Ariſtides, Cimon, and Pericles, 


Themiſtocles indeed laid the foundation of this 
power by one ſingle piece of advice, in turning 
e whole power and views of the Athenians towards 
eſea, Cimon brought theſe naval forces into ſervice 
dis maritime expeditions, which reduced the Per- 


em (1: empire to the very brink of ruin. Ariſtides 
: e rlied the expences of the war by his wiſe œcono- 


in the management of the publick treaſure. And 
r {rey iicles, by his prudence, ſupported and auginented 
at the others had acquired, in mixing the gentle ex- 
eiſes of peace with the tumultuous expeditions of 
r. Thus the riſe of the Athenians was owing to 
K 2 the 
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the happy concurrence and mixture of the policy ge 

Themiſtocles, the activity of Cimon, the difinteren. he 
edneſs of Ariſtides, and the wiſdom of Pericles; o 
that if any one of theſe cauſes had been wanting, tha 


Athens would never have obtained the ſupremacy Ws 
Greece, mil 
The good ſucceſs of the battle of Marathon, here oft 
Themitlocles was preſent, firſt kindled in hi mm 
that thirſt of glory which followed him ever after, jurt 
and ſometimes carried him too far. The trophics oi 
Miltiades, he Haid, left him no reſt either by a day ogg; 
night. He ref:]y ed from that time to make his naue c 
and country iluſtrious by ſome great action, and ren- A 
der it ſuperior to Laced mon, which had long lords lis 
it over all Greer With this view he judy ns 
would be expediont to turn all the ſorce of Athens to err. 
wards the ſea, "fect nz that as it was weak by land, tha who 
was tne only means of making 1 E neceſſary to its allies gall; 
and formidable to its enemies. Covering therefore hi Aer s 
deſigns under the plauſible pretext of the war again| lin 
the Æginetæ, he cauſed a fleet of an hundred {his tens, 
be built, which ſoon after was a great inſtrument it ſels, 
contributing to the ſafety of Greece. ver, 
The inviolable affection Ariſtides bore to J! Tits: our 
obliged him upon ſeveral occaſions to oppoſe T hem. 
tocles, who was not over ſcrupulous in that point, aft 
managed fo by his intrigues and cabals, as to procuß ere 
the baniſhment of Ariſtides. In this kind of jugs © 
ment the citizens gave their votes by writing the n 
of the perſon upon a hell, in Greek called? goa 7 th 
whence was derived the name of oftraciſm. A pes "eld | 
ſant upon this occaſion who knew not how to we 
and did not -know Ariſtides, applied to himſelf, detil 42 Ve 
ing he would put the name of Ariſtides upon his ſhe ll 


Why, ſays Ariitides, has he done you any Wron: 
that you would thus condemn him? No, replied Þ 
other, I don't ſo much as know him ; but I can 70 
endure to hear every body calling him 2 Arilt 
des, without one word of. anſwer, quiet] y 21 þ 
c 
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hell, writes his name upon it, and gives it him back 
ain. He took his leave with an earneſt prayer, 
that the Gods would not inflict any misfortune upon 
his country to make him regretted, The great Ca- 
millus in a like cafe did not follow his generoſity, but 
offered up a quite different petition. In exilim 
abiit, precatus ab aus immortalibus, ſi innoxio ſibi ea 2 
urig fieret, primo quoque tempore deſiderium ſur civitate 
gratæ facerent, I ſhall hereafter examine what we 
are to think of the oſtraciſm. Ariſtides was very ſoon 
recalled. 

The expedition of Xerxes againſt Greece haſtened 
is return. All the allies united their forces to repel 
the common enemy. They were then ſenſible how 


4] 

A IN . — . 1 * /? 

_, Wlcrriceable the prudent foreiight of 1 hemiſtocles was, 
I LU — 5 

a cho under another pretence had built an hundred 
ess. They doubled this number uponthe arrival of 
1 xerxes, When they came to nominate the genera- 


limo, that was to command the fleet, the Atheni- 
ans, who alone were maſters of two thirds of the veſ- 
ſels, laid claim to the honour, and molt juſtly. How- 
ver, all the voices of the allies were unanimous in fa- 
our of Eurybiades the Lacedæmonian. 'Themiſto- 
les, though young and very deſirous of glory, judged 
hat upon this occaſion he ought to lay aſide his own 
Intereſt for the common good of his country; and tell- 
ig the Athenians, that if they behaved with cou- 
ge, the Greeks would ſoon of their own accord con- 
r the command upon them, he perſuaded them to 
eld to the Lacedæmonians, as he did. T have clſe- 
mere related with what moderation and prudence 


vel 1 * * . . 
x3 W's voung Athenian behaved both in the council of 
me and at the battle of Salamis, whereof he had 
ee the honour, though he was not the commander in 
VV 3 4» * 

lief. 
lied Ll * . 

” From that glorious victory the reputation and ere- 
"Arif it of the Athenians very much increaſed. They be- 


a Liv, lib. 5. n. 22, 
3 ſought 


ed with great modeſty upon the occaſion, and 
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198 Of Profane Hiſtory. 
fought only to advance their power by honourable and 
Juſt means. Mardonius, who was left in Greece with 
an army of three hundred thouſand men, made them 
very advantageous propoſals in his maſter's name, tg 
draw them off from the allies. He promiſed entirely 
to rebuild their city, which had been burnt down, tg 
ſupply them with large ſums of money, and give them 
the command over all Greece. The Lacedæmoni— 

ans terrified with the news ſent deputies to Athens, 
to diſſuade them from a compliance, and offcrel 1 
receive and provide for their wives, their children 
and their old men, and furniſh them with every thin 
elſe they wanted. Afiſtides was then in power. H 
anſwered that he excuſed the Barbarians, who vaiue 
nothing but gold and ſilver, for hoping to corrupt theit 
fidelity by large promiſes; but he was ſurpriſed an 
difpleaſed to ſee that the poverty and preſent miſery 


the Athenians ſhould have ſuch an effect upon thc Lal * 
cedæmonians, as to make them forget ſo much the ſect) 
valour and generoſity, as to imagine they ſtood in ne. 
of their exhortation to fight manfully for the c 
mon ſafety of Greece, from the view of any reward” 
that they could offer; that they ſhould tell their “ 
publick, that all the gold in the world could not tem. t 
the Athenians, or make them abandon the defence d "ge 
the common liberty; that they thanked the Lace. t. 
monians however for their obliging offers, but the 5 
ſhould take care to put their allies to no expence. An 
then turning tothe deputies of Mardonius, and ſtretch ous 
ing out his hand to the ſkies, ** Know, ſays he, whil nd | 
* yon ſun ſhall continue his courſe, the Athenianswil ave 
e be mortal enemies to the Perſians, and never cell f We 
eto revenge upon them the ravage of their ani * 
„and the burning of their houſes and temples.” MP! 

Themiſtocles in the mean time did not loſe ſight a = 
the great project he had formed for ſupplanting tl ti 1 f. 
Lacedzmonians, and ſubſtituting the Athenians | 71 


their place; and without much concern about t 
Choice of the means, he thought every thing juſt a! 


oe) 9 
8 
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good that promoted that end. One day, in a full aſ- 


= lembly of the Citizens, *. declared that he had a de— 
m__» ien of great importance, but could not communicate 
„ to t to the people, becauſe the [u2cels of it de ended 
re pom its being kept ſecret; he defired therefore they 
* would nominate ſomebody to whom he might explain 
nem nel. L hey all named Ariftides, and referred them- 
ones abſolutely to his opinion. Lhemiſtocles, taking 
1; alide, told hem he thought of burning the Gre— 
n set, which lay in a neighbouring port; and that 


tis was done, Athens would certainly become miſ- 
el of all Greece, Ariſtides returned to the aſſlembly, 
td barely declared, that nothing in the worid eould 
b: more advantageous than the project of Themiſto- 
tles, nor any thing at the ſame tim: more unjuſt. 
Ine people Wich one conſent iorbad Themiſtocles to 
proceed in it any farther. 


lren, 
hin 

Hi 
21 u6 
theit 
1 and 


-rV 0 : ; 
1 We ſec by (31's that the ſurname of 7 was deſer- 


jecly conferred upon Ariſtides Curing his life-time; a 


te, ſays Plutarch, infinicely preferable to all that are 
purived by the greateſt conquerors with fo much ar- 


the| 


| NCT 


com : uerors h 
ard our, and in ſome meaſure ordering upon divinity, 
ir re Une day, as a verſe of AÆſchylus was repeated usan 


be theatre, in which the poet ſpeaking of Amphi 


hs * 
4 


temp . 3 28 
aus, ſays, That he fought not to appear uſt, Hut be 


ce 00, | web 
cedz the whole people immediately caſt tavir ces bon 
tel iſtides, and applied to him that admirableencomiam. 


The Perſian army received a terrible blow in the fa 
ous battle of Platæa. Out of three hundred thou- 
and men commanded by Mardonius, ſcarce forty 
wuſand eſcaped. Pauſanias, one of the Kings of Spar- 


gy 

4 „ was at the head of the Grecian . He behav- 
ne lat that time with great equity and moderation, 
| appears from two ſtories related by? Herodotus, 
ent lich are very particular. 

1 ti After the victory of Platæa, one of the principal 
ans i fzens of gina adviſed him to revenge upon the body 
ut (fff Mardonius the death of ſo many brave Spartans, 
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as were ſlain at 'Thermopyl:, and the ee treat- 
ment his uncle Leonidas had met with from Xerxes 
and Mardonius, who fixed his body to a gibbet. 

„ Would you adviſe me then, ſays he, to imitate 
ce the Barbarians in the thing we hate? If the eſteem 
„% of the X.gincte is to be bought at ſo. dear a rote, | 
te ſhall be content with pleaſing the Lacedamonizns, 


«who ſet a value only upon virtue and merit. as 
% to Leonidas and his comp: anions they « are = wichen * 
doubt luticiently revenged by the : blood of TT ou 
ce thouſand Pe ao ans, as have been ſlain in the battle. A 

The ſecond ſtory is no leſs remarkable. Paula 0 E 
who had found an immenſe booty in the camp of the 12 
enemy, ordered two entertainments of a very diffe- Ii 
rent kind to be ſerved up in the ſame hall. In one, ( 
was diſpiayed at full length the magnificence of the. 7 
Perſians, rich beds, coſtly carpets, gold and filv er vets 10 
ſels innumerable, a prodigious variety of meats drel- * 
= with all the delicacy imaginable, wines and 1:quoryM. . 
of all forts. The other was very plain after t':e Spar- *% 
tan manner, that is, bread and water, and at mol oh 
the black broth. Pauſanias applying himſelf to th 72 
Greek officers, whom he had purpoſely invited, and 2 
pointing to the two different tables, * See,” 4 ſays hah -* 
to them, © the folly of the general of the Medes, tho 
« accuſtomed to dine upon ſuch meals as theſe, he 75 
thought to conquer us, who live ſo hardly.” "Ky 

The advantage the Greeks had lately g gained put ; 
them into a condition to ſend a fleet to the aſſiſtance o "FR 
theallies, ho were yet under the power of the Perlians WM... 
This fleet was commanded by Pauſanias the Lacedz * 
monian. Ariſtides and Cimon were the generals e 
the Athenians. They firſt ſet ſail towards Cypru | 
then to Byzantium, and took it; and in all places ice 5 
ſtored the allies to their liberty; but ſoon after fel . 
themſelves into a new kind of flavery, Pauſania - 

a *AvForg EN AME, Tay Te eben a pos de ral 0; 70e Lak dp 
5% Uniting ournhyayey, Baojasreg rar N, Za6n tc Hic 0 UT) G8 Wire, 
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rown haughty upon the victories he had obtained, 
uitted the manners and cuſtoms of his country, af. 


umed the habit and ſtate of the Perſians, and imitated 
heir pomp and magnificence. He treated the allies 


ith inſupportable ſeverity ; ſpoke to the officers with 


lofty and menacing air ; required extravagant ho- 
ours to be paid him; and by his conduct rendered 


be governmentof the Lei nnn odious to all the 


lies. The gentle, good-natur'd, and obliging beha- 
our of Ariſtides and Cimon, the humanity and juſ- 
ce which appeared in all their actions; the care they 


cok to offend no body, and be ſerviceable to all, con- 


iduted to make the difference of characters Rill more 
markable, and to increaſe the diſcontent. "The affair 
tht broke out into an open rupture, and the allies 


| ſubmitted to the command of the Athenians, and 


ut themſelves under their protection. 
utarch, Ariſtides by oppoling gentleneſs and good 
ture to the pride and crueity of Pauſanias, and in- 


yring the ſame ſentiments into Cimon his collegue, 


Thus, lays 


ithdrew the affections of the allies imperceptibſy 
om the Lacedzzmoniais, and at laſt depriv ed them 


} the command, not by 
ies, and ſtill leſs by fraud and treachery, but by ren- 
e ng the government. of the Athenians amiable thro? 
teir diſcreet and mild behaviour. 


the force of fleets and ar-- 


The Laced: emonians upon this occaſion ſhewed a 


eneroſity and moderation, which cannot be too much 
inired. For perceiving that too great authority had 
tncered their officers haughty and int ſolent, they rea- 
gave up the ſupertority they had till then held 
ner the reſt of the Greeks, and forbore to deſire that 
te command of their army ſhould be entruſted to an 
bore of their gencrals, ® chuſing rather to have diſ- 
rect and modeſt citizens, and ſuch as would abſo- 


ucly ſubmit to the diſcipline and laws of their eoun- 


b 
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202 Of Profane Hiſtory, 
try, than to preſerve the pre-eminence over the other 
Greeks. 

Hitherto the cities and people of Greece had con. 
tributed certain ſums of money to defray the expence 
of the war againſt the Barbarians ; but this collection 
had always occaſioned great diſcontents, as it had not 
been raiſed in due proportion. It was therefore judge( 
expedient under tne new government to eſtabliſh a 
new order for the finances, and fix a tax to be regulat- 
ed by the revenue of every city and people, that the 
charges of the ſtate being equally divided amongſ its 
reſpective members, none of them might have cauſe 
to complain. The buſineſs was to find out a fit per- 
ſon for the diſcharge of an employment of ſuch momen 


to the publick, and yet ſo nice, and full of danger; F. 
and inconveniencies. All the allies made choice 9 Fhe! 
Ariſtides, They gave him a full power, and refer We" 
red themſelves abſolutely to his prudence and juſtice auc 
for the impoſition of the tax. Nor had they an ouſ 
cauſe to repent of their choice. He managed the pub 
lick money with the fidelity and diſintereſtedneſs oiﬀ:*" 
one who looks upon it as a capital crime to lay high” 
hand upon the property of another, with the care and at 
activity of a father of a family inſpecting into his ow! 25 
revenue, and with the caution and religion of a pet. 
Jon, who conſiders the publick money as a acre,” © 
treaſure. Laſtly, what is very difficult and very rare ant 
he acquired the affection of every body in a {tation 0 

where a man muſt manage well not to make himſel I l 


odious. This glorious encomium Seneca beſtows up0l 
a perſon entruſted with the like employment, which ii, 
the higheſt character that can be given a miniiter, 1F* 
whom the publick treaſures are confided. I ſhall gn Pr 
his words in Latin, not being able to expreſs the {tron 4 W 
and elegant brevity of Seneca in our own language, 
the manner I could wiſh, Tu guidem orbis terra 
rationes adminiſtras, tam abſlinenter quam alicnas, t0 
diligenter quam tuas, tam religioſe quam publicas. | 
efficia amarem conſequeris, in qua odium vitare 40 
Ay if 


Of Profane Hiſtory. 203 
ft This is literally what Ariſtides did. He ſhewed ſo 
much equity and wiſdom in the adminiſtration of his 
office, that no body complained of him ; and his time 
was ever after regarded as the golden age of Greece. 
In ſhort, the tax he had fixed to four hundred and 
ſixty talents was advanced by Pericles to ſix hundred, 
und ſoon after to thirteen hundred talents; not that 
he charge of the war amounted ſo high, but becauſe 
many uſeleſs expences in diſtributions to the people 

Athens, in the celebrating of plays and feſtivals, in 
the building of temples and publick edifices; and 
ſides the hands of thoſe, who had the counting of 
the publick money, were not always ſo pure and clean 
s the hands of Ariſtides. 

For it is remarkable that this great man was poorer: 
phen he left his employment, in which men uſually 
row rich, than when he firſt entered upon it; info- 
nuch that after his death there was not enough in his. 
ouſe to defray the expences of his funeral. The 
jeople charged themſelves with it, and alſo with the 
aintenance of his daughters and giving them por— 
ons ©, This condition ſo deſpicable in the eyes of 
be generality of mankind, was the choice of Ariſtides, 
which he always perſevered out of taſte and incli- 
ation; and fo far was he from being aſhamed of his 
overty, that he looked upon it to be no leſs glorious. 
han all the trophies and victories he had gained. Plu- 
arch gives a proof it, which I cannot omit here. 
Callias, a very near relation of Ariſtides, and the 
cheſt citizen in Athens, was brought to a trial upon 
n 2ccuſation againſt him. His accuſer, infiſting little: 
don the merits of his cauſe, chiefly objeRed to him, 
at rich as he was, he was not aſhamed to ſee Ariſtides, 
IS wife and children, reduced to want, without re— 
ering their neceſſities. Callias obſerving that this: 
proach made a great impreſſion upon the minds of 
5Judges, ſummoned Ariſtides to declare before them, 
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whether it was not true, that he had ſeveral times of. 
fered him large ſums of money, and even preſſed hin 
to accept of them; and whether he had not coniianly 
refuſed them by ſaying, that he could boatt more juitly 
of his poverty, than the other of his riches ; that a 
great many might be found who made a good or bad 
uſe of their riches, but it was not eaſy to meet with 
one who bore poverty with courage and generoſity, 
and that none but thoſe who were poor againſt their 
will ought to be aſhamed of being ſo. Ariitides own- 
ed that all his kinſman had ſaid was true. And there 
was no perſon in the aſſembly, who was not thoroughly 
convinced in his own mind, that it was much better 
to be poor like Ariſtides, than rich like Callias. Hence 
Plato reckoning up ſuch as were moſt famous among 
the Athens, ſets a value upon none but Ariltides, 
For the reſt, 4 ſays he, as Themiſtocles, Cimon, and 
Pericles, they adorned the city indeed with portico's, 
and ſumptuous buildings; filled it with gold and fi- 
ver, and ſuch o her ſuperfluities and curioſities ; but 
he left behind him the model of a perfect government, 
by propoſing no other in end in all his actions than the 
making his citizens more virtuous. 

© Cimon had alſo very great qualities, which contri- 
buted very much to eſtabliſhing and confirming the 
power of the Athenians. Beſides the ſums of money, 
in which every one of the allies were taxed, they were 
beſides to furniſh a certain number of men and ſhips, 
Several of them who after the retreat of Xerxes were 
deſirous only of repoſe, and ſought nothing more than 
to cultivate their lands in peace, choſe rather to ſend 
money than men, and left to the Athenians the care 
of filling up the vacancies of ſoldiers and ſeamen they 
were obliged to ſupply. At firſt this occaſioned great 
uneaſineſs, and they ſeemed reſolved to put them up- 
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of. Mor the literal execution of the treaty. Cimon took a 
quite oppoſite method. He ſuffered them to enjoy 
peace in quiet, as perceiving tha: ihe ajlies, though 
formerly brave ſoldiers, would ſoon be fit for nothin 
but huſbandry and merchandiſe, whilit the Athenians, 


bim 
ntly 


1 . 


Ut a 


bad cho had conſtantly their oars or their arms in their 
wich! hands, would on," qu better ſoldiers, and become 
Moore powerful. his was a neceſſary conſequence; 
ho Whoſe very people at their own proper expence and 
vn. MW charges gave themſelves maſters, and from being com- 
nere panions and allies, became in a manner ſubject and 
hl} WT tributary to the Athenians. | 

1M No general among the Greeks ever humbled the 
encel pride and power of the great King of Perſia, like Ci- 
nel mon. W hen the Barbarians were driven outof Greece, 
des be left them no breathing time, but purſued them 
and briſkly with a fleet of above two hundred ſail, got poſ- 
co':, eon of their ſtrongeſt places, and drew off all their 
f- :llies, that the King of Perſia had not a ſoldier left in 
but al Afia from the country of Ionia to Pamphylia. And 
zent, till purſuing his point, he had the boldneis to fall up- 


on the enemies fleet, though far more numerous than 
bis own, at the mouth of the river Eurymedon. He 
entirely defeated it, and took above two hundred veſ- 
ſels without reckoning thoſe that were ſunk. The 
Perſians had quited their veſſels, to join their army b 


1 the 


ntri- 
r the 
neu, 


were land, which lay hard by, and were coaiting the ſhore, 
hips, Cimon, taking advantage of the ardour of his ſol- 
were ders, who were encouraged by their late ſucceſs, land- 
than ed them immediately, and led them directly againſt 
ſendii the Barbarians, who firmly ſtood their ground, and 
care. ſupported the firſt ſhock with a great deal of courage. 
they But at laſt being forced to give way they took to their 
great beels. They made a great flaughter, took an infinite 


number of priſoners, and an immenſe booty. Cimon 
having thus gained two victories in one day, which 
equalled, if not exceeded in glory, the two battles of 
dalamis and Platæ a, to complete all, went to meet 
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a ſupply of fourſcore Phoenician veſſels, which were 
coming to join the fleet of the Perſians, and knew ng. 
thing of what had paſſed. They were all taken or 
ſunk, and moſt of the ſoldiers killed or drowned. This 
exploit ſo humbled the pride of the King of Perſia, 
that he conſented to that treaty of peace ſo much talk. 
ed of in ancient hiſtory, by which he promiſed, that 
his army by land ſhould never come nearer the Grecian 
ſea than 400 Stadia, which make near twenty leagues, 
and that his gallies or other veſſels of war ſhould not 
go beyond the Chalidonian or Cyanean Iflands 
Cimon returned at Athens full of glory, and apple 
part of the ſpoils in fortifying the port, and adorning 
the city. f During his abſence Pericles had acquired 
conſiderable authority among the people. He was 
not naturally of a popular diſpoſition, but became fo 
through policy, to remove the ſuſpicions which might 
de conceived of his afpiring to tyranny, as alſo to 
counterbalance the credit and authority of Cimon, 
who was ſupported by the faction of the rich and 
powerful. Pericles had an excellent education, and 
had been formed by the moſt able philoſophers of his 
age. & Anaxagoras, who was the firſt that aſcribed 
human events and the government of the world, not 
to a blind chance or fatal neceflity, but to a ſupreme 
intelligence or mind, which governed and directed all 
things with the greateſt wiſdom, had thoroughly in- 
ſtructed him in natural philoſophy, or phyſicks. This 
ſtudy had given him an extraordinary force and ele- 
vation of mind; and inſtead of the mean and timo— 
rous ſuperſtition engendered by ignorance, inſpired 
him, ſays Plutarch, with a ſolid piety towards the 
Gods, accompanied with a firm reſolution, and ſure 
hope of the bleſſings to be expected from them. This 
ſcience was alſo uſeful to him in his expeditions. For 
when the fleet of the Athenians was preparing to {et 
ſai] againſt Peloponneſus, an eclipſe of the ſun hop- 
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zening, Pericles taking notice that the pilot of his 
oon galley was terrified at the ſudden darkneſs, threw 
his cloak over his eyes, and told him the ſame cauſe 
tindered him from ſeeing the fun, He was alſo well 
ſerſed in eloquence, which he looked upon as neceſ- 
ary to one that would govern and manage the people, 
The Poets ſaid of him, that he fulminated, thundered, 
ond ſet all Greece in a ferment, he excelled fo much in 
he art of ſpeaking, He was no leſs prudent and re- 
erved, than ftrong and vehement in his diſcourſe ; and 
tis obſerved, that he never ſpoke in publick without 
praying to the Gods, not to let any expreſſion fall from 
tim, which was not proper to his ſubject. Eupolis 
aid of him, that the goddeſs of perſuaſion fat upon 
tis lips; and as i Thucydides, his adverſary and rival, 
was one day aſked, who wreſtled beſt, he or Pericles? 
When I have got him down, ſays he, upon the ground, 
he maintains the contrary with ſo much force, that he 
perſuades the ſtanders by to diſbelieve their own eyes, 
ind think that he did not fall. 

Such was the adverfary, with whom Cimon was 
often obliged to contend, when he returned from his 
glorious campaigns. But as Pericles, from his oblig- 
ing manner and the force of his eloquence, had made 
himſelf maſter of the affections of the people, he eaſi- 
got the better of Cimon, and occaſioned his being 
baniſhed by oſtraciſm. However, within five years 
he was recalled upon the ill ſtate of the affairs of A- 
tens in regard to the Lacedæmonians; and Pericles 
acrificing his jealouſy to the good of the publick, was 
not aſhamed to write and carry the decree himſelf, by 
which his adverſary was recalled. As ſoon as he re- 
turned, he reſtored peace, and reconciled the two 
powers. And to remove from the Athenians, who 
rere puffed up with the good ſuccels of ſo many vic- 
tories, all farther inclination or opportunity to fall uz on 
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their neighbours and allies, he judged i 
„he judged it neceſſary to 
lead them againſt the common enemy, that by oor 


ad n 


honourable method he might at the ſame time exerciſe al. 
and enrich his fellow citizens. He therefore fitted out nd v 
a fleet of two hundred fail. Sixty cf theſe he ſent by 


againſt Egypt, and carried the reſt againit the iſſe of hon, 
yprus. He beat the enemies fleet, and whillt he in 
Was laying a ſcheme for the entire deſtruction of the 25 
Perſian empire, he received a wound at the ſiege of a MI 
City in Cyprus, of which he died, He prudently ad. f 
viſed the Athenians to retreat in good order and con- m, 
ceal his death, This direction was obſerved, and ke 
they lately returned home under the conduct and pro- polin 
tection of Cimon, though dead above thirty days be- Ing a 
fore. From that time the Greeks never did any thing (ea 
conſiderable againſt the Barbarians; they fell into di- dit 
viſions amongit themiclves, gave the common enemy = 
time to retrieve their airairs, and ruined themſelves WF 
with their own forces. ment 
Cimon was generally lamented, and the conſequence ght 
ſhewed how great a iofs Greece ſuſtained in his per- Ren 
ſon. He was rich and opulent; but, ! ſays Plutarch, ment 
quoting the expreſs words of Z orgias, he was polleiled — 
of a great eſtate only to uſe it, and uſed it only to 35 
make himſelf beloved and honoured. = Hiſtory re- de c 
lates ſuch things of his liberality, as ſeem incredible bon 
to us, iney are fo different from the practice of our 4 
own times. His gardens and orchards were aiways ſake 
open to the citizens, to take what fruit they liked bel. a 
He had every day a table frugally ſerved, but with ue 
proviton for a bundance of people, and all the poor in y 
the City had admittance to it. He had con antly ſe- üer 
veral ſervants behind him, with orders to flip prix ate— 5 
ly ſome pieces of money into the hands of the poor nd f 
they {hould meet, and to give cloaths to ſuch as want- 1 
ed them. e frequently took care to bury ſuch, as * 
d why Toy Ricewve Ta: yonueala m- Corn, Nep, & Plut, in vit, Nie! 
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ad not left enough to defray the expences of a fune- 
al. And all this was not done to gain the affections 
ind votes of the populace; for we have already ob- 
erved that he declared in favour of the oppolite fac- 
ton, the rich and the noble. It is by no means ſur- 
riſing that a man of his character ſhould be ſo much 
honoured during his life, and lamented after his death. 
From that time, and eſpecially after Thucydides 
the father-1n-law of Cimon was baniſhed by oftra- 
ſm, there being no body left to balance the authorit 
of Pericles, he had an abſolute power at Athens, dil. 
pling of the finances, troops, and fleet, and manag- 


2 ng all publick affairs at his ſole diſcretion, He then 
nean to change his conduct, not complying as before 
1 With the caprice and fancies of the people, but ſubſti- 
ling inftead of his former complaiſance and indul- 
/ Whence a more firm and independent manner of govern- 
ent, without however departing in any thing from 
„ee! echt reaſon, and the love of the publick good, He 
den engaged the people by remonſtrances and argu- 
cb, ent to ſubmit voluntarily to what he propoſed; but 
enetimes alſo by a ſalutary conſtraint he obliged them 
e conſent to their own advantage; herein imitating 
conduct of a wiſe phyſician, who in the courſe of 
ble eng illneſs complies ſometimes with the patient's 
WW nour, but frequently orders ſuch medicines, as 
vs e him fick and torment him, whilſt they cure 
t. n. Finding himſelf therefore at the head of a 
ei Nughty people, as he had a wonderful dexterity in 
rin naging their diſpoſitions, he would, according to 
e. terent conjunctures, ſometimes employ terror to 
are. {ect the pride, occaſioned by their good ſucceſſes, 
2 Ind ſometimes nope to re- animate their courage when 
2 epreſſed by adverſity ; ſhewing that rhetorick, as Pla- 
obſerves, is only the art of inclining and captivat- 
g iz the hearts and underſtandings of others, and that 
i, e ſureſt way to ſucceed in it is to know how to 
nake a proper uſe of the paſſions, which ſeldom or 
nad, fails of ſuccels, | 
W hat 
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What gave Pericles ſuch great credit among th 
people, was not only the irreſiſtible force of his ch. 
quence, but the high opinion they had of his merit 
his prudence, his ability in the affairs of the publick, 
and above all his diſintereſtedneſs; ® for he was judy] 
incapable of being corrupted by preſents, or governed 
by avarice. In ſhort, though he was long ſole maſter 


of the republick, had raifed the grandeur of Athens 
to the higheſt point of wiich it was capable, and 


for tl 


heaped up immenſe treaſures in the cite, he did not T 
increaſe the eſtate his father let him one i1n212 drach ere 
ma. He always managed his patrimony indeed withMlyiſh 
economy, took an exact account of the laying ou ene 
of his revenue, and retrenched all extravagant ad H 
ſuperfluous expences, to the great diſpleaſure of h or! 
wife and children, who affected ſthew and m12nihMfon 
cence: but to all this vain and frivolous glory he pre- tom 
ferred the „ ſolid ſatis faction of aſſiſting a great num-Wnew 
ber of diſtreſſed citizens. noth 
He was no leſs excellent as a general than as rar. 
ſtaceſman. The troops had an entire confidence in eren 
him, and followed him with equal aſlurance. Hisulo 
great maxim in war was not to hazard a battle, tial 
he'was almoſt ſecure of ſucceſs, and to ſpare the blood e 
of the citizens. He uſed to ſay, that was it in hisſfed h 
power, they ſhould be immortal; that trees cut downnly 
and deſtroyed might grow up again in time, but men p. 
that were dead were gone for ever. A victory ob-Wiluf, 
tained by a ſucceſsful temerity, in his opinion, did not tour 
deſerve any commendation, though often much adh 
mired. He was ſo firmly attached to this maxm I 
that nothing could ever divert him from it, as waSiWhict: 
evident]y ſeen at the time the Lacedæmonians made ait h 
irruption into Attica. Like a pilot, ſays Plutarch gor 
who after he has given neceſſary orders in a itorm tolliſh- 
all around him, deſpiſes the prayers and tears of Wand 
companions ; ſo Pericles, having taken wiſe meaſure han 
n *avFpordry meppavig yevouive, xal xonwaray ,, evo. be 
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the r the ſecurity of his country, and reſolving not to 
ch vrch out of the city againſt the enemy, v continued 
ert m and unſhaken in his reſolution, though ſolicited 
f bw the moſt prethng intreaties of ſeveral of his friends, 
nenaced and accuſed by his enemies, made the ſub- 


ned ect of ballads and lampoons, and cenſured as a man 
eier no courage, and a traitor to his country. This 
eng conſtancy and greatneſs of ſoul is a very neceſſary 
and cualification in the adminiſtration of publick affairs. 
not Thus all the military expeditions of Pericles, which 
chere many in number, conſtantly ſucceeded to his 
wiengg⸗ihes, and juſtly acquired him the reputation of a 
- ou MWcencral conſummate in the art of war, 
and He did not ſuffer himſelf to be fluſned by fortune, 
ai vor followed the blind ardour of the people, who, elate 
1in-Mfrom ſo many inſtances of good ſucceſs, and haughty 
pre tm a power which was daily increaſing, meditated 
um- e conqueſts, projected vaſt ſchemes, and dreamt of 

nothing but attacking Egypt again, and ſubduing the 
as fnaritime provinces of the Perſian empire. Many 
de 1nſeren then began to caſt their eyes upon Sicily, and in- 
His eulge the unhappy and fatal thoughts of ſending a fleet 
, till wainſt it; thoughts which Alcibiades ſoon after re- 
lood wed, to the entire ruin of Athens. Pericles employ- 
1 hid his whole credit and abilities to ſuppreſs theſe un- 
ownWruly ſallies and reſtleſs diſpoſitions. He rather choſe 
mene preſerve and ſecure the old conqueſts, judging it 
' 0b-WMluficient to confine the Lacedæmonians within due 
1 notflftounds, who looked upon the power and grandeur of 
nens with a jealous eye. 
xm This grandeur was not only ſplendid abroad by 
Wasßeictories acquired over the enemy, but ſtill more ſo 
de anWMit home from the magnificence of the buildings and 
arch, rorks, wherewith Pericles had adorned and embel- 
m tolliſhed the city, which threw ſtrangers into admiration 
gend raptures, and gave them a great idea of the Athe- 
(ſureWMnian power, 
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"Tis ſurpriſing to ſee in how little time ſo mam 
different works of architecture, ſculpture, engray; a 
and painting, were anithed, and yet carried to tie 
higheſt pitch of perfection. Forw orks, finiſhed wit 
ſo. much eaſe and haite, have not generally a fol 
and- lefting grace, nor the regular exactneſs of per 
fect beauty, INothing but length of time and af 
duity of labour can give them force to preſerve and 

make them triumph over ages. And it is this mak, 
the works of Pericics the more admirable, which wer, 
hniſhed with ſo much rapidity, and notwithſlan d'ng 
laſted fo long. For every one of them, as fon 
erected, had the beautiful air of antiquity ; and eve 
now, fays Plutarch, above hve hundred years after 
they have a certain air of youth and fr: ſhnels, as if buf 
juſt come from the hands of the workman ; they ii] 
retain a grace and newneſs, that time cannot extin 
guiſh, as though they were animated with immortal 
youth, and a ſoul exempt from age was diffuſed quite 
through them, 

Phidias, the famous ſculptor, was overſeer of thy 
works, *T was he in particular, who made the fa 
mous golden ſtatue of Minerva, ſo much eſteemec 
the connoiſſeurs of antiquity. There was an incre 
dible ardour and emulation among the workmen 
Every one ſtrove who ſhould moſt excel, and immor 
talize their names by the excellency of their work. 

W hat occaſioned theadmiration of the whole world 
raiſed a jealouſy againſt Pericles. His enemies wert 
inceſſantly crying out in the publick aſſemblies, tha 
it was a diſhonour to the people to apply to their ow 
uſe the wealth of Greece, which he had cauſed to be 
brought from Delos, where it was depoſited ; that th 
allies could not look upon ſuch an attempt but 4 
manifeſt tyranny, whilſt they ſaw the money, the) 
had been compelled to raiſe for the war, employe 
by the Athenians in gilding and adorning their cit) 
in making fine ſtatues, and erecting temples at th 
expence of millions, 

Pericles 
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Pericles, on the other hand, remonſtrated to the 
10 chenians, that they were not obliged to give an ac- 
count to their allies of the money they had received; 
© oat it was enough that they defended them, and kept 


N . . . . 
we ee Barbarians at a diſtance, whilſt on their fide they 
m__ ither ſoldi hor {hi d 
urniſhed neither ſoldiers, nor horſes, nor ſhips, an 
pet Mere excuſed for certain ſums of money, which as 
bon as paid in were no longer theirs who paid them, 
Mit the property of thoſe that receiv em, provide 
"Mut the property of thoſe that received them, provided 
er performed the conditions for which they were 
ien. He added, that the city being ſufficiently pro- 
UNI 


ided with all ſtores neceſſary for war, it was proper 
employ the reſt of their wealth in ſuch works, as 
when finithed would procure immortal glory; and 
whilſt they were in hand, would diffuſe univerſal 
plenty, and ſubſiſt a great number of citizens. One 
lay, as the complaints ran high againſt him, he offer- 
td to take the whole charges upon himſelt, provided 
tie publick inſcriptions might declare that all was 
one at his expence. At theſe words the people, either 
iro” admiration of his magnanimity, or unwilling 
ro emulation to grant him that glory, cried out, that 
e might make uſe of the treaſury, to ſupply all the 
ſjeceliary expences as freely as he pleaſed. 

The enemies of Pericles, not venturing any more 
o fall directly upon him, accuſed before the people 
de perſons that were moſt firmly attached to him, 
Paidias, Aſpaſia, and Anaxagoras, Pericles, who 
as thoroughly acquainted with the lightneſs and in- 
onſtancy of the Athenians, feaiing he ſhould at laſt 
teoblized to fink under the machinations and intrigues 
his 1 vidious adverſaries, to divert the ſtorm, kin- 
led the Peloponneſian war, which had been ſo long 
reparing ; aflured that he ſhould thereby put a ſtop 
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the de complaints that were raiſed againſt him, and 
tov beaſe envy ; becauſe in ſo preſſing a danger the city 
« cit ould not fail to put the publick affairs into his hands, 


1 nd ſubmit to his conduct, upon the account of his 
eat power and reputation, 
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mew 
REFLECTIONS. 5 

N tf 
I ſhall make three; the firſt upon the character te 
the perſons ſpoken of in this piece of hiſtory ; the ſe 
cond upon oſtraciſm; and the third upon the emul;Wove 
tion, which reigned in Greece, and eſpecially ! 
Athens, with reference to the politer arts. pay 
Il th 
I. Characters of Themiſtocles, Ariſtides, Cinm u 
and Pericles, * 

We ought not, in my opinion, to paſs over th. 
piece of hiſtory without aſking the pupils which e 
theſe four great men they like beſt, and which of thei þ 
good or ill qualities affect them moſt, without point Cn 
ing out to them the particular lineaments that di. 
tinguiſh their ſeveral characters, ind 
There is ſomething in 'Themiſtocles which ftrikeM'® 
exceedingly; and the ſingle battle of Salamis, of which" 
he had all the honour, gives him a right to diſpatg loi 
glory with the greateſt. He there ſhewed invincibigF” 
courage, a perfect knowledge in the art of war, an” * 
extraordinary greatneſs of foul, joined to a wiſdon ay 


and moderation which very much exalt their merit 
efpecially in the inſtances of his prevailing with th the 
Athenians to reſign the general command of the feen 
to the Lacedzmonians, and his bearing the injuriou 


treatment of Eurybiades, with a patience and tempe ach 
beyond his years. boa 

But what is moſt admirable in the character of The bo 
miſtocles is, that penetration and preſence of mind ch a 


which let nothing eſcape him. After a ſhort and haſt miſh 
deliberation, he could immediately point out the be! a di 
meaſures that were to be taken; and was extreme!) < 
dextrous in diſcerning what was moſt ſuitable to th 
preſent occaſion; and could foretel by almoſt infallib pub] 
conjectures the events of things. The deſign he la 


and exccuted of making the Athenians ſtrong 5 ſea 
ewe 
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h:wed he had a ſuperior genius, capable of the great- 
t views, of looking into futurity, and laying hold 
the deciſive point in affairs. As they poſſeſſed 
but a harren territory, of ſmall extent, he ſaw they 


* f be 
Ino other means of increaſing their riches and 
er, of making themſelves necellary to their allies, 


ind formidable to their enemies. Now this project 
pay juſtly be conſidered as the ſource and cauſe of 
|| the great events, which afterwards rendered the 
epublick of Athens ſo flouriſhing. 

But it muſt be owned, the black and perfidious de- 
en Themiſtocles propoſed, of burning the Grecian 
et in a time of peace to increaſe the Athenian 
wer, muſt take off infinitely from the good opinion 
ve ſhould otherwiſe have of him; for, as we have 
ten obſerved, it is the heart, f. e. probity and inte- 
ity, which conſtitute and determine real merit, 
nd ſo the people of Athens judged. I queſtion whe- 
her in all hiſtory we have a fact more deſerving our 
umiration than this. We have not here a body of 
hiloſopers, who can eaſily lay down excellent max- 
ns in their ſchools, and teach ſublime rules of mora- 
ty, to ſhew that the uſeful ought not to take place. 
but here an entire people intereſted in the propoſal 
ade to them, and admitting it very advantageous 


vn 


jerit g | 1 geou 
nth the ſtate, without a moment's heſitation, reject it 
o geelnimoufly, for this only reaſon, becauſe it is unjuſt, 


The great talents of Themiſtocles were alſo ver 
uch ſullied by an exceſſive deſire of glory, and an 


my ounded ambition, that he could never keep within 
The k bounds, which led him to oppoſe the merit of all 
mind ech as could diſpute glory with him, occaſioned the 
haft iment of Ariſtides, and made him end his days 
ge bela diſhonourable mannet in a foreign land, and 
emelongſt the enemies of his country. 

to th ERICLES, when he undertook the management 
-x11;b1 WF Publick affairs, tound che city in the moſt Hourithing 
he lat ; 

at fea q Cornel, Nepos & Plut, 

ſhewel con lt on 
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condition of power and greatneſs to which it had eye 
attained ; whereas his predeceſſors had rendered it { 
And if it be any diminution of his glory to ſay, tha 
his buſineſs was only to ſupport it in the condition 
to which others had raiſed it; we may obſerve on th 
other hand, that this was rather a circumſtance to hi 
advantage, as it mult have been very difficult to rule 
and keep within the bounds of their duty, a body g 
haughty citizens, that were become almoſt inttad 
ble through proſperity. 

He ſupported himſelf at the head-of affairs, ant 
with an almoſt abſolute power, not for a few dans, 9 
a ſmall compaſs of time, but during forty years, the 
he had a great many illuſtrious adverſaries to content 
with ; which is almoſt unexampled. And this cir 
cumſtance alone is enough to convince us of the ez 
tent, ſuperiority, and force of his genius, the ſolidi 
of his virtue, and the variety of his accompliſtments 
efpecially if we conſider he had to do with a demo 

cracy, very jealous, very ſeditious, and abounding! 


* 
G 


ultly 


perſons of merit. Plutarch ſeems to point out tien 
cauſe, and gives us his character in a few words, wie, 
he ſays, that Pericles, like Fabius, made himtc!; ver * | 

lies 


uſeful to his country, by his mildneſs, his juſtice, an 
the reſolution and patience with which he bore th 
imprudent and ay > behaviour of his col legucs an 


e ge 


dove 


fellow- citizens. is enemies, WAho during er 
took offence at the exceſſive credit he had acguired des 
were obliged to own after his death, = that never ma) 
knew better how to temper authority with n.occracion®*: 
nor to exalt mildneſs and humanity with a majaſtic * 
gravity than him; and his power, which had rail o 5 
their envy againſt him, and was called by the 00:08: S 
name of tyranny, ſeemed then to have been the (ur. ON 
defence and ſtrongeſt bulwark of the ſtate ; io muy. | 
wickedneſs and corruption crept afterwards into ti; 
a 5 the 
government, which durſt not ſhew themſelves dufin 
r *Avopab? oyav To pETAUWTELOY fy GyKmng hat E © we 
$47 p 740720, | Vo 
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eve; adminiſtration, but were ever kept under reſtraint, | | 
t (ond never ſuffered to grow up to an exceſs without | 1 
thaFWemedy, through licentiouſneſs and impunity. 1 
tion Pericles, by the force of his eloquence, and the aſ- iy, 
th eadant he had gained over the minds of the people, 6338 
o hiWſyeral times diſconcerted the projects of a war. By 12108 


zich means he did a ſignal ſervice to his country; os," 
nd would have ſaved it abundance of misfortunes, = 
fhe had continued the ſame conduct to the end. 7 
e had honeſt views in ruling, but would rule alone; 1 
ud this led him into baniſhing the beſt ſubjects of bl 
he republick, and ſuch as were moſt capable of ſerv- 12 
ig it, becauſe they were a counter-balance to his au- 1 | 
herity, And laſtly, being apprehenſive of the like | 
ratment himſelf, and finding his credit daily decline, 
or his own ſecurity he kindled a war, which was at- 
ended with very fatal conſequences to his country. 
The magnificent works, wherewith he adorne] 
thens, are highly extolled ; but I fear not altogether . 
utly, For was it reaſonable to employ * ſuch im- . 
denſe ſums, as were deſigned for the ſupport of the 1 
ar, in ſuperfluous buildings and vain decorations ? 
Ind would it not have been better to have eaſed the 
lies of a part of their contributions, which under 
e government of Pericles were raiſed near one third 
ove what they were before! ; 

CiMon alſo took care to adorn the city. But be- 
des that the money he laid out was part of the 
ty he had taken from the enemy, and was not the 
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„hg rert's blood and ſubſtance of the people; the ex- 

jellie ence was very moderate, and confined either to ſuch 

nie ocks as were abſolutely neceſſary, as the port, the 

el, and fortifications of the city; or of very great 1 
ure eto the citizens; ſuch as the porticoes and publick XI 
muc aks ; the places of exerciſe, as the academy, the v1 
% al refidence of the poets, and celebrated retreat $11 
ion . . f 5 10 1 
aut the philoſophers. This place he took a peculiar $4 
ga. They amounted to above ten millions, 


h Vol, III, L 1 
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care to make more commodious and agreeable; and hy 
this ſlight expence gave occaſion to thoſe learned dif. 
courſes, which were ſo deſerving of a free people 
and derived ſo much honour to the city of Athens 
from all after- ages. 

He had heaped up immenſe riches, but made ſuch 
an uſe of them as might make Chriſtians aſhamed; 
giving largely to all the poor he met with, diſtributing 
clothes to ſuch as wanted them, and inviting the ne 
ceſſitous citizens of Athens to cat at his table. What 
compariſon 1s there, ſays Plutarch, between the table 
of Cimon, which was plain, frugal, popular, and at 
a ſmall expence fed every day a great number of ci 
tizens; and that of Lucullus, which was magnificent 
ly ſerved, and more worthy of a Perſian grandce tha! 
a citizen of Rome, being deſigned to gratify at a vall 
expence the ſenſuality of ſome profelled debauchees 
whoſe only merit was a nice palate, and doubtleſs the 
art of highly commending the maſter of the houſe, 

By his military expeditions Cimon was equal | 
gory to the moſt eminetit commanders among the 

recks; for no body before him ever carried thei 
arms and conqueſts ſo far, and to the bravery an 
courage he had in common with. the reſt, he added: 
prudence and moderation, which were of no lels ſer 
vice to his country. | 

His youth indeed was not unblameable ; but the 
reſt of his life covered, and abundantly made amend 
for his former faults; and where can we find a virtue; 
without blemiſh ? 

If ſuch a thing were poſſible among the heathens 
it would be the virtue of ARISTIDEs, An cxtrahe to; 
ordinary greatneſs of ſoul made him ſuperior to ever lh 
paſſion. Intereſt, pleaſure, ambition, reſentment 
jealouſy, were extinguiſhed in him by the love of virtuhic; 
and his country. He was a man born for the repud 
lick. Provided that was well ſerved, he was uncon 
cerned by whom it was done. The merit of others 


inſtead of offending him, became his own by the ap 
| x robatio 
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YWhpcobation he gave it. He had a ſhare in all the great 
111-M;i&tories obtained by the Greeks in his time, without 
le being at all the more haughtyon that account. His 


inclination was not to rule in Athens, but to make 
Athens rule. And this he effected, not, as we have 
ready obſerved, by fitting out great fleets, and ſend - 
ng vaſt armies into the held, but by rendering the 
government of the Athenians amiable to the allies, by 


nes mildneſs, goodneſs, humanity and juſtice, The 
"ha Wifntereſtedneſs he ſhewed in the management of the 
abiehublick treaſure, and the love of poverty, which he 
dl aWzrried, if I may venture to ſay it, almoſt to an 
ei res, are virtues ſo far ſuperior to the practice of 
> ut age, that they ſcarce ſeem credible to us. In a 
tha! 


Ford, and we may hence judge of the real merit of 
viſtides, if Athens had always been governed by 
ommanders like him, and had been content to ene 


the e honour of being miſtreſs of Greece, and wit | 
uſo, reſerving the peace and happinefs of her neighbours, 
al f he would have been at the ſame time the terror of 
YT te 


er enemies, the delight of her allies, and the admi- 
tion of the whole world. 5 | 
TwemIsSTOCLEs made no ſcruple to uſe tricking 
nd ſubtlety in compaſſing his deſigns, and was not 
ways firm and conſtant in his undertakings. But for 
iſtides, his conduct and principles were always uni- 
Im, ſtedfaſt in the purſuit of whatever he thought 
ut, and incapable of the leaſt falſhood or ſhadow of 
ttery, diſguiſe or fraud, no not in jeſt, 

He had one maxim of the greateſt importance to all 
as would enter into publick employments, who 
too apt to rely upon their friends, and their in- 
gues. And this was, that every true citizen and man 
probity ſhould place his whole credit in doing and. 


virtut 


thens 
CXtra 
Ever 
trment 
- virtu 
repub 
uncon 
others 


the ap ; | 
)batio L 2 Nothing 


t. He ſpoke thus, from obſerving that the great 
dit of their friends induced moſt perſons in office 
abuſe their power, by committing unjuſt actions. 


yiſing upon all occaſions whatever was juſt and ho- 
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Nothing could be more admirable than the be}. 


viour of Ariſtides before the battle of Marathon, or 


more different from our way of thinking and acting 
at preſent. The command of the army being divided 
between ten Athenian Generals, Who had each their 
particular day to preſide over the reſt, Atiſtides was 
the firſt to give up this command to Miltiades, as th 
perſon of the greateſt ability among them, and en 
gaged his collegues to do the ſame, by repreſenting to 
them, that it was not ſhameful, but great and ſalutaty, 
to ſubmit to ſuperior, merit. And by thus uniting the 
whole authority.in.a lingle.Chief, he enabled Miltia 
des to gain a great victory over the Perſians. 
There is one quality very extraordinary, which be 
longs to all the four great men I have been ſpeakin 


of, and deſerves to be carefully taken notice of by: 


maſter, and to be pointed out to his ſcholars; and that 


is their facility in ſacrificing their own private reſent 
ments to the good of the publick. Their hatred ha 
nothing implacable in it, no rancour, no fury, a 
among the. Romans. The ſafety of the State recon 
ciles them without leaving any jealouſy or gall behind 
it; and far from ſecretly croſſing the deſigns of: 
former rival, every one concurs with zeal to the ſuc 
eau of his enterprizes, and the adyancement of hi 
OTY, 8 

- This quality, this charactexiſtick, is one of the no 
bleſt, moſt difficult, and moſt ſuperior to human na 
ture, that we meet with in hiſtory ; and I may ven 
ture to ſay, the moſt neceſſary and important fo 
perſons in high tations, in whom it is but too com 
mon to obſerve a narrownels of foul, which they ar 
pleaſed to call great and noble, that puts them upo 
Fein captious, nice and jealous in point of com 
mand, incompatible with their collegues, ſolely at 
tentive to theit own glory, always ready to ſacrife 
the publick to their private intereſt, and ſutierin 
their rivals to commit faults, that they may tur 
them to the.r own advantage. 


But 
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But, we ſhall ſee a quite different conduct in the 
ha- perſons whoſe characters we are now examining. 

ol Themiftocles, not long before the battle of Sa- 
ing mis, finding the Athenians regretted Ariſtides, and 
ded were defirous of his return, though he was the prin- 
cipal author of his baniſhment, made no ſcruple to 
recall him by a decree in favour of all exiles, which 
allowed them to return and aſſiſt their country with 
their counſel, and defend it with their valour. 

t Ariſtides, thus recalled, went ſome time after to 
ind Themiſtocles in his tent, and gave him an im- 
portant piece of advice, upon which the ſucceſs of the 
war, and the ſafety of Greece depended. His diſ- 
courſe deferved to have been engraved: in letters of 
be cold. Themiſtocles, ſays he, if we are wiſe, we 
king * ſhall henceforward lay aſide that vain and childiſh 
by („ diffention, which has hitherto ſæt us at variance; 
tha and by a more noble and uſeful emulation ſtrive 
ent © who ſhall take the molt pains in ſerving ou coun- 
i had try; you, by commanding and doing the duty of 
y, la diſcreet and good officer; and I, by obeying and 


con aſfiſting you with my perſon and advice.“ He 


ein then communicated to him what he judged neceſſary 


of Win the preſent conjuncture. Themiitocles, aſtoniſhed 
fuehrt his greatneſs of ſoul, and ſo noble a frankneſs of 
F hic ſentiments, was aſhamed to be outdone by his rival; 

and freely owning it, promiſed from thenceforth to 
1e no imitate his generous example, and if poſſible exceed 
n nazi in his future conduct. Nor did all theſe profeſſions 
/ ven WWend in mere compliment, but were made good by 
nt tolconitant effects: And Plutarch obſerves, that during 
com che whole time Theomiſtocles commanded, Ariſti- 
cy aces aſſiſted him upon every occaſion with his advice 
| upoliFand credit, joyfully taking pains to promote the glory 
com of his greateſt enemy through the motive of advancing 
ely the publick good. And when afterwards the diſgrace 
ering t Herod, lib. 8. Plut, in vit. Cg:ev:y, ivFofcraley Em? golręig 
flerin hemift. & Arigid. N hονν νον Exiipoyh, Plut, in 
y VO une ouvimgarle nal cus - vit. Arifiid, 
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222 Of Prefaue Hiſtory. 
of Themiſtocles gave him a proper opportunity for 
revenge, inſtead of reſenting the ill treatment he 
had received from him, he conſtantly refuſed to join 
with his enemies, as far from ſecretly rejoicing over 
the misfortune of his adverſary, as he had been before 
from being afflicted at his good ſucceſs, | 
Is there in hiſtory any thing more entirely. grand 
and,cxalted than what we have now related ? Or dg 
we find any thing elſewhere which may juſtiy be 
compared with this noble and generous behaviour of 
Ariſtides? * It is deſervedly admired as one of the 
moſt beautiful circumſtances in the life of Agricola, 
that he employed all his abilities and care to augment 
the glory of his Generals but here it was to advance 
that of the greateſt enemy. How far [ſuperior | 
merit ? 
We have alſo in Cimon a great inſtance of th 
virtue I am deſcribing ; who being actually baniſhec 
by oſtraciſm, came notwithſtanding to take his place 
in his tribe to fight againſt the Lacedemonians, wh 
till then kad bien conflantly his friends, and wit 
whom he ſtood charged of holding private intelligence 
And when his enemies had obtained an order fro: 
rne pudlick Council: to forbid his going wine battle 
he wjthdrew, and conjured his friends to approve hit 
innocence and their own by their actions. They 
took the armour of Cimon, placed it in his poſt 
and fought with fo much valour, that the moſt par 
of them loſt their lives, leaving the Athenians the ut 
molt .regret-for their loſs, and ſevercly repenting thi 
unjuſt accuſations they had thrown upon them. 
The Athenians, upon the loſs of a conſiderable 
battle, recalled Cimon ; and Pericles himſelf, as wt 
have before obſerved, was the perſon who drew uf 
On tarnrindnnony » . . . £32 auftorem & ducem, ut miniſter 
R7nikavary idee Tvpuxirres, S- fortunam referebat, ha virtute! 
wie Nee obſequendo, verecundia in piR 
Ibid. | dicando, extra invidiam, nec ext! 
x Nec Agricola unquam in gloriam erat. Tacit, ia t 
ſuam famam geſtis exultavit; ad Agric, cap, 8. 
Sus and 
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for nd propoſed the decree, by which he was recalled, 
ne though he had before contributed more than any 
,oinWlother to his baniſhment. Upon which Plutarch 
verfWn:les a beautiful reflection, that wholly confirms all 
fore mat 1 have advanced upon this ſubject. Pericles, 
as he, uſed his whole intereſt to bring back his 
rand val, „ ſo much were the quarrels of the citizens 
do moderated by the views of the publick advantage, 
be and their animoſities always ready to be laid afide 
ir og as ſoon as the good of the State required it; and 
the ſo much did their ambition, which is the moſt live- 
cola ly and moſt violent of paſſions, conform and give 
mend. way to the neceſſities and intereſts of their country.“ 
anch cimon upon his return, without complaining of his 
2r in brmer ill uſage or taking much upon him, and with- 
out ſeeking to prolong a war, which made him ne- 
f theMcefſary to his country, readily executed the ſervice ex- 
iſnedpected from him, and immediately procured the peace 
placq n wanted. | | 
, wha But nothing more clearly diſcovers the inward ſen- 


witiement of Perictes, his good-nature and averſion to all 
ence Whatred and revenge, than an expreſſion which fell 


fro! 
SITIO 
„ 11 


ve his 


from him a little before his death. His friends were 
ling round him as he lay ſick, and not thinking 
rat be heard them, were talking amongſt them- 


TheyWelves in commendation of his government, and the 
3 poltWine trophies he had gained, when he interrupted 
{t parWHcm, and wondered, he ſaid, they ſhould dwell ſo 
he ut 


uch upon matters in which fortune had ſo great a 


ng are, and were common to him with many other ge- 


1, erals, and forget the greateſt and moſt beautiful cir- 
crab\WMunſtance of his life, that no Athenian had ever wore 
as ViMourning on his account. | 3 

cw vl The ſeveral particulars I have here mentioned con- 
minileFWerning the four great men, who were the ornaments 
virtute pf the Athenian republick, may in my opinion be 
ner ane, uſeful, not only to ſuch young perſons, as are 

ia wy*tined, to fill conſiderable places in the State, but to 
4 eople of all conditions whatſoever, For they let us 


L 4 lee, 
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fee, how low and mean-ſpirited it is to be envious an; * 
jealous of the virtue 250 reputation of others; andi ear. 
on the other hand how noble and generous. to value j 
love, and commend the merit of our equals, collegues 5 
competitors, and even enemies, if we have any Mat 
And theſe paſſages of hiſtory ſhould make the den hot 
impreſſion upon us, as they are not the ſpeculatiy Hol 
leſſons of philoſophers, but duties reduced to practice, at 
SEE not 
II. Of Oftraciſm. rake 
Oftraciſm was a ſentence among the Athenians - 
by which they condemned any one to a kind of ba #tr 
niſkment that was to laſt ten years, unleſs that term 1 
was leſſened by the people. The conſent of fix thou- lis 
Tand citizens at leaſt was required for a condemna- » 
tion of this kind, They gave their vote by writing this 
the name of the perfon upon a ſhell, in Greek called nd 
Scęaxer, from whence came the name of oſtraciſm. oi 
This kind of baniſhment was not infſicted as a pu- He. 
niſhment for any crime, nor conſidered as infamous lh 
the moſt illuſtrious citizens, and often men of the er: 
greateſt probity, were expoſed to it. I do not here ut 
take upon me plead or apologize in behalf of oſtra- An. 
ciſm, which, as it may be conſidered under different nus 
views, may likewiſe occaſion very different judgments.Weali 
As this law ſeemed only 8 virtue, and to t, 
be ſevere upon merit, tis no wonder, that in this view]Wtiat 
it ſhould appear extremely odious and offenſive tocveryſtxa: 
rational man. This induced Valerius Maximus toll : 
charge this cuſtom as the folly and extravagance of fat. 
the publick in puniſhing the greateſt virtues as cri-ſoul 
minal, and repaying the ſervices done to the Stateſſenu 
with baniſhment, = Quid obeſt quin publica dementia 
fit exiſtimanda, ſummo con ſenſu maximas virtutes gu. 
graviſſima delicta punire, beneficiaque injuriis rependere? Ml: 
_ 7 Miltiades, Cimon, Ariſtides, Themiſtocles, c. Val. Mar. in 
Jib. 5. cap. 3. | 7 5 ok 
| Gia 


Without 
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an Without attempting therefore abſolutely to juſtiſy 
andi oſtraciſm, I ſhall enquire a little into the reaſons of it, 
ue, and examine the advantages that may ariſe from it. 
ues, For I cannot imagine, that ſo wiſe a republick, as 
any. I cat of Athens, would have ſo long ſuffered and au- 
eaterWlthorized a cuſtom founded only upon injuſtice and 
ativefWyiolence. And what confirms me in this opinion is, 
ice, that when this law was abrogated at Athens, it was: 
not done becauſe it was unjuſt; but becauſe having 
aken place in the caſe of a citizen deſpiſed by all the 
world (he was named Hyperbolus, and lived in the 
tme of Nicias and Alcibiades)-**twas thought that 
oſtraciſm, degraded by this example, would ever after 
be a diſhonour to a man of probity, and injurious to 
his reputation.. | 

Thus we ſee,. that Tully does not condemn: 
this law with the ſame ſeverity as Valerius Maximus; 
and that pleading, againſt the baniſhment of Sextius,. 
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lm. Wthough: it was his intereſt to decry all baniſhments, 
1 pu-Wic contents himſelf. with accuſing the Athenians of 
ous lghtneſs and temerity.. Plutarch ſpeaks of it in ſe- 
f thefWQreral places in a very favourable manner, at leaſt with-- 
here ut cenſure or reproach, as we ſhall fee.:by and by. 
oſtra-W And this inclines me to believe that Valerius Maxi- 
erent i nus judged very ſuperficially of this law, and was too 
ents N aaſily prejudiced by ſome inconveniencies attending 
nd tot, without confidering thoroughly the advantages 
view wat might ariſe from it. We ſhall therefore now - 
ever eamine what thoſe advantages might be. \, 
us toll 1. It was a very uſeful barrier again{t tyranny in a+ 
ce oli tate purely democratical, where liberty, which is the 
s eri pbul and ſovereign law of it, cannot ſubſiſt, but by 
StatefMWequality,. Twas difficult for the people not to be 
nentid r 


1 FER Tere dvextęedvae 3 N. minum gravitate disſunctos, non 
ks dg xaliCoopivey 70 Teaipa Ceerant qui. rempublcam contra, 
ui Wgomemn\akuoutivey, dpixe populi temeritaiem defend-rent, 
dev rsa, xai xaTiugty, Plut. com omnes, qui ita fecerant, & 
r civitate expeliczetur, Pro Sextg. 

d Apod Athenienſes, homices n. 14, 1 . j 
Gizcos, longe à nofirorem ho- 


Lc |  ſuſpiciouss 


; quaſi 
dere? 
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ſuſpicious of the power of ſuch citizens, as had rated 
themſelves above the reſt, © and whoſe ambition, ſo 
natural to mankind, gave a juſt alarm to a republick 
extremely jealous of its independency. It was proper 
to take meaſures at a diſtance for bringing them back 
into the ſphere, from whence their great abilities or 
great fervices ſeemed to have removed them, 4 They 
ad ftill in remembrance the tyranny of Piſiſtratus 
and his children, who had been only private citizens 
like the reſt, They had Epheſus, Thebes, Corinth, 
Syracuſe, and almoſt all the cities of Greece before 
their eyes, which were all brought under ſubjection to 
tyrants ata time when thecitizens were under no ap- 
B of loſing their liberty. And who could 
e ſure, that Themiſtocles, Ephialtes, the elder De- 
moſthenes, Alcibiades, and even Cimon and Pericles, 
would have refuſed to reign at Athens, if they had 
been capable of attempting it, as Pauſanias and Ly- 
fander did at Lacedzmon, and ſo many others in 
their republick, and as Cæſar did at Rome? 

2. This ſort of baniſhment had nothing ſhameful 
or ignominious in it. It is not, ſays Plutarch, 2 
puniſhment for crimes and miſdemeanors, but a pre- 
caution judged neceflary againſt a pride and power, 
which became formidable; it was a mild and gentle 
remedy againſt that envy, which is apt to form jea- 
loufies and ſuſpicions of too great merit; and ina 
word, a certain means of ſettling the minds of the 
people at eaſe, without carrying them to any violence 

againſt the party baniſhed, Por he preſerved the 
enjoyment and diſpoſal of his eſtate; poſſeſſed all the 
rights and priviteges of a citizen, with the hope © 
being reſtored within a fixed time, which might be 
abridged by abundance of incidents. So that the en- 
gagements, which tied the baniſhed man to his country 


© TY N Bagels, wat meds tyrannidem, que paucis annisantt 
Drorila Hengel dci. fuerat, omrium civium ſuorum 
Piut. in vit. bemiſt. potentiam extimeſcebant, Coil» 
$ Atkeaicnſes, propzer P.sſtrati Nep. in Milt, cap. 8. 
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were not broken by the oſtraciſm; he was not driven 
to deſpair; nor forced upon extremities. Thus we ſee 
by the event, that neither Ariſtides, Cimon, or even 
hemiſtocles, or any of the reſt, entered into en- 
gagements againſt their country, but on the contrary 
Aways continued faithful and zealous for it. Whereas 
the . for the want of ſuch a law, extorted 
mprecations from Camillus againſt his country, en- 
need Coriolanus to take up arms againſt it, as Ser- 
torius did afterwards againſt his inclination. They 
came at laſt to declare a citizen an enemy to the ſtate, 
s in the caſe of Cæſar, Mark Antony, and ſeveral 
other; after which there was no remedy but in de- 
ſpair, nor any aſſurance of their on preſervation 
but in violence and open war. {Hu 
3- By this law the Athenians were alſo preſerved 
from the civil wars, which ſo much diſturbed and 
ſhook the commonwealth of Rome. With ſuch a 
law as this the Gracchi would not have been aflath- 
nated. The Romans might perhaps have ſpared 
themſelves the wars of Marius and Sylla, of Cæſar 
ind Pompey, and the fatal conſequences of the tris 
umvirate. But as Rome wanted this mild and humane 
remedy, as Plutarch phraſes it, fo proper to calm, 
often, and aſſwage envy ; whenever the two factions 
of the ſenate and people were a little enflamed, there 
vas nothing left, but to decide the quarrel by arms. 


and violence. And this at laſt drew upon Rome the 


loſs of her liberty. 

Perhaps therefore we may have good reaſon to differ 
n our judgment concerning this law from \ alerius. 
Maximus and ſome others, who were offended only 
it the abuſe of it, without fully examining into the 
real motives of its eftabliſhment and its advantages, 
and without conſidering that there is no law fo good, 


but it may have its inconveniencies in the application. 
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III. Emulation in arts and ſciences, una 


Diodorus Siculus, in the preface to the twelfth book I $op 
of his hiſtory, makes a very judicious reflection upon MW neve 
the times and events I have now been ſpeaking of, WHis 
He obſerves that Greece was never threatened withMheir 
ome danger, than when Xerxes, after having ſub-M hefc 

ued all the Aſiatick Greeks, brought againſt it ſuch nue 

a formidable army, as ſeemed to make the ſame fate an cauſ 
inevitable event. And yet it was never more glorious I 
or triumphant than after the expedition of Xerxes, Myhe 
which, properly ſpeaking, was the epocha from whence tin 
to date the proſperity, of Greece, and was in parti-MWnou! 
cular the occaſion and origin of that glory which brin 
made the name. of Athens ſo famous. For the fol-WMayſi 
Jowing fifty years produced in that city a.multitude of 
men eminent in every kind of merit, in arts, ſciences, 
war, government and politicks. 

To confine myſelf. here only to. arts and ſciences, 
what carried them in ſo ſhort a time to ſo high a de- 
gre» of perfection, was, the rewards and. diſtinctions 

eſtowed on ſuch as excelled in them, which kindlcd 
an incredible emulation amongſt the men of letters 
and excellent artiſts. 

Cimon, returning from a glorious. campaign, 
brought back with him to Athens the bones of Theſeus. 
To preſerve the memory of. this event, the people 
propoſed a prize to be contended for by the tragic 
poets, which became very famous. Judges choſen 
by lot were to determine the merit of the perio:- 
mances, and adjudge the crown. to the conqueror, 
amidit the commendations and applauſes of the whole 
aſſembly. But the archon obſerving there was great 
eaballing and partiality among the K ee nomi- 
nated Cimon himſelf and nine other generals to be 
June: Sophocles, who was then but young, bre 

ented his firſt piece, and gained the prize from  - 
chylus, who till th:n had been the honour of th: 
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theatre, and inconteſtably the beſt writer. He was 
unable to ſurvive his glory, left Athens, and retired 
into Sicily, where he ſoon after died of grief. As to 
Sophocles, his reputation continually increaſed, and 
never left him, not even in his extreme old age. 
Hlis children ſoliciting for a judgment againſt him, as 
being ſuperannuated, inſtead of a defence,, he read 
before the judges a piece he had lately hniſhed, en- 
titled Oedipus Coloneus, and unanimouſly gained his 
cauſe. | | | 

The glory of carrying the prize in theſe diſputes, 
where all ſorts of perſons took pains to produce ſome- 
thing extraordinary, was held ſo diſtinguiſhed an ho- 
nour, as. to become the object of the ambition of 
Princes, as we learn from the hiſtory of the two Dio- 
yſius's of Syracuſe. 

Twas a glorious day and the moſt affecting de- 
light to Herodotus, when all Greece aſſembled at the 
Olympick mes declared, whilſt they heard him 
read his hiſtory, that they thought they heard the 
Muſes ſpeaking by his mouth ; which occaſioned 
the nine books of his work being called by the 
name. of the nine Muſes. And the caſe was the 
ame with the orators and poets, who ſpoke their ora- 
tions, and rcad their poems there in publick. How 
great a ſpur to glory muſt the applauſes have been, 
which were received before the eyes and with the ac- 
clamations of almoſt all the people of Greece? 

There was no leſs emulation amongſt the artiſans of 
merit; and this was the reaſon, that under Pericles 
al arts were carried in a ſo ſhort time to the higheſt 
degree of perfection. 

t Twas he that built the Odeon, or theatre of 
mulick, and made the decree, by which it was or- 
lined, that the games and diſputes for prizes of 
muſick ſhould be celebrated on the feaſt of the 
Fanatheneza ; and being choſen the judge and diſtri- 

Lucian. in Herodot. 8. Plot; in vn. Pericl. | 
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buter of the prizes, he thought it no diſhonour to re. 
gulate and aſſign the laws and conditions of this kind 
of diſputes, | 

n Who has not heard of the name of Phidias, and 
the fame of his works? This celebrated ſculptor, who 
was more ſenſible of glory than intereſt, ventured, 
notwithſtanding the extreme delicacy of the Atheniang 
in this particular, to inſert his name, or at leaſt the 
reſemblance of his countenance, on a famous ſtatue ; 
as Judging he could have no better recompence for al] 
his labour than to ſhare an immortality with it, 
whereof he had been the author and caule. 

We know with what ardour the painters entered 
the liſts againſt one another, and how eagerly they 
diſputed for the prize. Their works were expoſed in 
publick, and judges that were alike excellent and un- 
corruptible adjudged the victory to the moſt deſerving, 

Parrhaſius and Zeuxis contended in this manner 
with each other. The latter had drawn grapes ſo ex- 
actly alike, that the birds came and pecked at them, 
The other had drawn a curtain. Zeuxis, proud of 
the mighty ſuffrage of the birds, with an inſulting air 
bid him draw aſide his curtain, and ſhew what he had 
done. i He ſoon found his miſtake, and yielded the 
palm to his rival, ingenuouſly confeſſing himſelf con- 
quered, for he had only deceived the birds, whereas 
Parrhaſius had deceived him, as great a maſter as he 
was in the art. 

What I have obſerved of the paſſion, excited by The 
ſingle man in Athens for arts and ſciences, may ſhew 
us of what ſervice emulation may be to a ſtate, when 
applied to things uſeful to the publick, and reſtrained 
and kept within juſt bounds. How great an honou 
has Greece derived from the great artiſts and learne* 
men ſhe produced in ſuch abundance, whoſe works 
ſuperior to the injury of time and malignity of env) 
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* Plut, in vit. Periel. ipſe volucres fefelliſſet, Parrhaſi 
inte llecto errore, conceſſit pal · autem ſe artiſicem. Plio. lib, 33 
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re- ire ſtill looked upon, and ever will be, as the rule 
ind of a good taſte and model of perfection? Honours 

and rewards annexed to merit rouze and awaken in- 
and WMluſtry, animate the ſoul, and raiſe mankind as it were 
vho Whom ſtupefaction and lethargy, and in a ſhort time 
ed, Hall a kingdom with illuſtrious perſons of every kind. 
ans WThe late M. Colbert, miniſter of ſtate, ſet apart forty 

houſand crowns a year to be diſtributed among ſack 
u excelied in any art or ſcience; and he often told 
ſome that were admitted to an intimacy with him, 
pon whoſe intelligence and recommendation he relied 
n this particular, that if there was a man of merit in 
cred ide kingdom that ſuffered, or was in want, it was to 
te charged upon their conſciences, who would be an- 
ſwerable for it. Such expences as theſe never ruin a 
fate; and a miniſter, who has a ſincere love for his 
Prince and country, can ſcarce ſerve them better, than 
y procuring them ſuch ineſtimable advantages, and 
b laſting a glory, at ſo ſmall an expence. For, as 


hem. Horace has ſaid upon another occation, when men 
d ot! Wef probity are under any neceſſity, friends may bg 
Che purchaſed at a cheap rate; 

e ha 


Vilis amicorum eft annona, bonis ubi quid deeft, 
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The third Piece extrafted from the Grecian 
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when 
— Of the Lacedemonian Government. 

0 

ar HERE is nothing perhaps in all profane hiſ- 
7 


tory better atteſted, nor at the ſame time more 
credible, than the Lacedæmonian government and 
e diſcipline eſtabliſhed by Lycurgus. This wiſe le- 


rrhaſiv 
M. Perrault, & M. I Abbe Gallois, 3 Hor, lib, 1. Ep. 12. 
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giſlator was ſon to one of the two Kings of Sparta, 
who governed jointly ; and might eaſily have obtain. 
ed the crown, if he had pleaſed, upon the death of 
his elder brother, who left no male iſſue behind him. 
But he thought himſelf obliged to wait till the Queen 
His ſiſter was brought to bed, who was then with 
child : and upon her happy delivery, he took upon 
him to be tutor and guardian to the infant againſt 
the attempts of its own mother, who had offered to 
make away with her ſon, if Lycurgus would marry 
her. 

He formed the bold deſign of thoroughly reforming 
the Lacedæmonian government; and that he might 
be the better enabled to make wiſe regulations in it, 
he judged it expedient to take ſeveral. journeys to 
inform himſelf perſonally of the different manners of 
nations, and adviſe with ſuch perſons as were be 
ſkilled and moſt experienced in the arts of govern- 
ment. He began with the iſle of Crete, which was 
famous for its rigid and ſevere laws ; from thence he 
paſſed into Aſia, where the oppoſite extreme prevailed; 
and laſtly, he went into Egypt, the ſeat of the ci 
ences, wiſdom, and good counſel, 

His long abſcnce ſerved only to make him the more 
deſired by his citizens; and the Kings themſelvet 
preſſed him to return, as being ſenſible they ſtood i 
need of his authority to keep the people within tht 
bounds of duty and 3 At his return to Sparta 
he took pains to change the whole form of the govern 
ment, upon a perſuaſion that ſome particular law 
would produce no great effect. He began with gain 
ing over the principal men of the city, to whom h 
communicated his views; and being fully aſſured 
their concurrence, he came into the publick afſembly 
attended by a body of ſoldiers, to terrify and intimi 
date all ſuch as ſhould oppoſe his deſign. \ Thi 

The new form of government he introduced if" 
Lacedzemon, may be reduced to three principal! 
Kitutions.. | 


TH 
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ta, THE FirRsT INSTITUT ION. The Senate. 


of The greateſt and moſt conſiderable of all the new 
inſtitutions of Lycurgus was that of the ſenate,which, 


ek 1s Plato obſerves, tempering the too abſolute power 

a of the Kings by an authority equal to theirs, was the 
tg principal cauſe of the ſafety of the ſtate, F or whereas 
18 before it was always tottering, ſometimes inclining to- 


ry oerds tyranny through the violence of their Kings, 

"Wind ſometimes to a democracy through the too ab- 
flute power of the people; this ſenate ſerved as a 
tounterpoiſe to keep it in equilibrium, and give it a 
im and certain ſituation; * the eight and twenty ſe- 
ntors, of which it was compoſed, adhering to the 
Kings, when the people were for aſſuming too much 
wer; and going over on the other hand to the tide 
# the people, whenever the Kings attempted to carry 
eir authority too high. | | 
Lycurgus having thus qualified the government, 
hoſe who came after him found the power of the 
lirty, who compoſed the ſenate, ſtill too ſtrong and 
owerful ; for which reaſon they gave it a curb, by 
poſing the authority of the ® ephori to it above an 
undred and thirty years after Lycurgus. The ephori 
ere five in number, and continued but one year in 
ce. They had a right to arreſt the Kings, and 
ommit them to priſon, as happened in the cafe of 


= aſanias. Theſe ephori were firſt inſtituted under 

mY ws Theopompus. And as his wife reproached him 
gain ith leaving his children a far leis authority than he 
om h a received, No, * ſays he, I. ſhall leave them @ much 
red Mer, as it will be more laſting. 

f 2 |; 182 f 

mb l n This council confifted of thirty 0 Mig pin &v, er, de xeue 
NUN gras, including the two Kings. Vie TEZ l. 
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Tur secoxnD InsTITUTION. * The | diviſion fe 
lands, and prohibition of gold and ſilver money, 


The ſecond inſtitution of Lycurgus, and the bold 
eſt of all, was the diviſion of the lands. He judped 
It abſolutely neceſſary for the eftabliſhment of peace 
and good order in the r-publick. Moſt of the inhahj 
tants of the country were ſo poor, that they had pg 
an inch of ground belonging to them, and all thy 
wealth lay in the hands of a few private perſons 
That he might therefore baniſh inſolence, enyy 
fraud, and luxury from the government, with tw, 
other evils, ſtill greater and of longer ſtanding tha 
theſe, I mean indigence and exceffive riches ; he per 
ſuaded all the citizens to give up their lands in com 
tom, and to make a new diſtribution. of them, tha 
they might live together in a perfect equality, with 
out any other preheminence and honour, than wha 
was given to virtue and merit. 

This was immediately done. He divided the land 
of Laconia into thirty thouſand parts, Which he di 
tributed amongſt the people of the country; and mad 
nine thouſand parts of the territory of Sparta, whic 
he diftributed amongſt fo many citizens. is fa 
that ſome years after, as Lycurgus was returning fron 
a long journey, and croſſing the lands of Laconia 
which had juſt been nano, obſerving the hcaps 0 
the ſheaves to be perfectly equal, he turned toward 
thoſe that followed him, and ſaid to them ſmiling 
fs nit Laconia like the inheritance of ſeveral bretore 
who have juſt divided it between them 
After he had thus divided their immoveable eſtates 
he endeavoured to make them alſo divide their othe 
wealth, that there might be no kind of inequait mmm 
among them. But finding he ſhould meet with mo 
difficulty in this, if he attempted it 1 he we 
another way to work, by ſapping the very foundatio 


of ayarice. For firſt of all he prohibited all gold *. 
* 
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ver money, and ordered that only iron money 
hould be in uſe; and this he made ſo heavy, and of 
bo little value, that a man muſt have a cart with two 
oxen to carry the ſum of ten v mine, and a whole 
&:>mber to lock it up in, 

Further, he drove all uſeleſs and ſuperfluous arts 
from Sparta, which indeed, if he had not done, moſt 
of them muſt have dropt of themſelves, and been 
oft with the old money; for the artificers would not 
hve known what to have done with their work ; and 
this iron money was not current in the other parts of 
Greece, where inſtead of ſetting a value upon it, they 
ny laughed at it, and made it the ſubject of their 
nille ry. : 


Taz rhmp InsTRUCTION. Publick meals, 
Lycurgus, reſolving to make a ſtill more vigorous 


nr upon ſoftneſs and luxury, and entirely to root up 
de love of riches, made a third inſtitution, relating to 


and eas. That he might baniſh thence all coſtlineſs 
. diff) migniticence, he ordered that the citizens ſhould 
mad dine together upon the ſame victuals which were 
which cſcribed by the law, and expreſſy prohibited them 
falten eating in their own priyate houſes, 

fro 


by this inftitution of common meals, and a frugal 


mplicity in diet, we may ſay that he changed in a 
aps Manner the nature of riches, 4 by leaving 9 in 
warden to make them deſirable, or likely to be ſtolen, 


reyen capable of enriching thoſe who poſſeſſed them z 


ir there was no longer any opportunity of uſing or 


ing their wealth, nor even of making a ſhew of 


ſtates lince the poor and rich were to eat together in the 
rothe ne place; and no one was allowed to come into the 
jualithenmon halle, after having fatiched his hunger with 
\ mo ber food; for whoever refuſed to eat and drink, 
e wens carefully marked aut, and reproached with his in- 


Five hundred livres, d 2&1) 0v, na} $7) v701 dwoigydo ates 
L Toy geber agyner, AA, Plat, | 


lch temperance 


- 


— * — 
* - * 
— oe 
— - 
5 —_ — 
— = ib _ 
* * * 


7 — x - 
* * " * * * * 2 
» 0 22 « . 3 — - -g — * wo = 
24% YE pro ht IE We, wt es * bs PY 3 — —— 
- . 
LW 
n a L = « 


— LEY 6. ad 
- 
POS 
w — 
— C4 "ow 
* - -- 
ma 


7 
— 
PE es 
LY 
_— 


236 Of Prefane Hiſtory: 
temperance or too great delicacy, which induced hin 
to deſpiſ. theſe publick meals. 
The rich were extremely incenſed at this inſtitution ent 
and it was upon this occaſion in a popular inſurrection 
that a young man named Alcander ſtruck out one e 
Lycurgus's eyes with a cudgel. The people enrage 
at ſuch a violence gave up the young man into Ly 
curgus's hand, who well knew how to be revenzcd o 
him, for he treated him with ſo much mildnels ant 
good nature, that from being very hot and paſſionate 
he ſoon brought him to be very calm and diſcreet, 
The tables contained each about fiſteen perſons, an 
before any one could be admitted, he mult be agree; 
ble to the reſt of the company, Every one tent j 
monthly a buſhel of meal, eight meaſures of wine, fiy 
pounds of cheeſe, two pounds and an half of figs, an 
fome ſmall matter of their money for the dreſſing an 
ſeaſoning of the proviſions. Every one was oblige 
to be preſent at the publick meal; and King Azis 
long while after, returning ſrom a glorious expeditio! 
and diſpenſing with himſelf from doing ſo, that | 
might dine with the Queen his wife, was repriman( 
ed and puniſhed. Children were allowed alſo to | 
preſent at theſe meals, and were brought thither as 
a ſchool of wiſdom and temperance. 'I here they hea 
r diſcourſes upon government, and ſaw nothin 
ut what was inſtructive. The converſation was ofte 
enlivened by refined wit and raillery, but ſuch as w. 
never low or ſhocking; and as ſoon as any one wi 
3 to grow uneaſy at it, they always left o 
ere alſo they learned to keep a ſecret; and when 
young man entered the hall, the eldeſt would ſay 
im, pointing to the door, Nothing of what is faid ver 
goes out there. | | | 
The moſt elegant part of their food was what tit 
called The Black broth, and the old men preferred 
to whatever clſe was ſerved up to table. Dionyl 


r Ubi cam tyrannus cœnaviſſet, gro, quod cœne caput erat, del 
Dionyſius, negavit ſe jure illo ni- tatum. Tum is, qui illa cores 


Mini 
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e Tyrant, being invited to one of theſe entertain- 
nents, ſeemed to think quite otherwiſe of it, and 
thought it a very inſipid ragout. I do not wonder at 
that, ſays the perſon who made it, for there wanted the 
eaſoning. What ſeaſoning ? replies the tyrant. 'T he 
hace, ſweat, fatigue, hunger and thirſt. For with 
heſe, adds the cook, we ſeaſon our proviſions, 


IV. OTnanrr InsTITUTIONS. 


Lycurgus looked upon the education of children as 


an 

e moſt important concern of a Legiſlator, *Twas 
1t i great principle that they belonged more properly to 
„fue State, than their parents; and for this reaſon he 
; an Mould not ſuffer them to be brought up as they pleaſ- 
Jan but obliged the publick to take care of their edu- 
ligeetion, that they might be formed upon conſtant and 
2s Wioiform principles, and early inſpired with the love of 
itionOſhirtue and their country. 

at Wl As foun as a child was born, 'twas viſited by the el- 
nanq ers of every tribe; and if they found it well made, 


to bong and lively, they ordered it to be brought up, 


r 25 ind aſſigned it one of the nine thouſand portions for 
hears inheritance. If on the other hand they found it 
othingW-ihaped, tender and weakly, and judged it to want 
s oi: oiealth and ſtrength, they condemned it to periſh, and, 


as W. 
ne W. 


uſzd it to be expoſed. | 
Children were early accuſtomed not to be difficult: 


cft oi nice about their victuals; not to be afraid in the 
when; not to be frighted at their being left alone; not; 
| ſay be peeviſh, brawling, or crying; to walk barefoot 
id Derg enure themſelves to fatigue; * to lie upon the bare 


round to wear the ſame clothes in winter as in ſum 


jat th er, to harden themſelves againſt heat and cold. 

erred 

,onyll nirn mirum, inquit 3 condi- dæmoniorum epulæ condiuntur. 
("i enim defugrunt. Que tan- Tuſcul. queſt. 5.n. 98. 


rat, de, inquit ille? Labor in vena- s Xeno! on de Lacedæm. re- 
la cox ſudor, curſus ab Enrota, fa- public, 
Mini dis. His enim rebus Lace- 
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At ſeven years old they were diſtributed into claſſes 
where they were all brought up together under the 
ſame diſcipline. *© Their education properly ſpeakin 
was nomore than an apprenticeſhiptoobedience; thei 
Legiſlator being thoroughly convinced that the ſuref 
means of forming citizens ſubmiſſive to the laws an 
magiſtrates, in which the good order and happineſs 
'a State conſiſts, was to teach children from their in 
fancy to be perfectly obedient to their maſters, 

Whilit they were at table, the maſter propoſed queſ 
tions to the boys. As for inſtance, I ho is the beſt ma 
in the city? l bat ſay you to ſuch an attion ? The 
anſwer was expected to be ready, and attended witf*** 
a reaſon and proof conceived in a few words; for the 
early accuſtomed them to the Laconick ſtile, i. 6. tc 
a ſhort and conciſe one. Lycurgus required that the 
money ſhould be very heavy and of ſmall value; and 
that their diſcourſe on the contrary ſhould expreſs 
great deal in a little compaſs. 

As to letters, they learned no more than was abſo 
Jutely neceſſary. All the ſciences were baniſhed thei 
country, Their ſtudy was only how to obey, to en 
dure labour and fatigue, and to conquer in battle 


One of the moſt worthy and-moſt capable citizens pre 0 1 
fided over their education, and appointed each cla "©! 

ſuch maſters as were gener.lly eſteemed for wiſdon T. 
and probity. hh 
Theft was not only not prohibited the boys, buffet 
even commanded ; I mean theft of a particular kind 3 
which properly ſpeaking had no more of it but th 0 5 
name. I ſhall explain in my reflections the reaſon Q ; 
and views of Lycurgus in allowing it. They crept ti el 
moſt dextrouſly and cunningly they could into th "WP 
gardens and publick halls, and carried off what herb. — 
or victuals they were able; if they were diſcovered 3 
they were puniſhed for want of ſkill. Tis ſaid, thq eis 
one of them having ſtole a young fox, hid it under hi W ben 
clothes, and let it tear into his belly with its teeth an i inge 
ule, q 


t „gt Thy hE² la tivar puthtray gortItiag, 
4 claws 
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ws, without crying out, till he fell down dead up- 
n the ſpot. 5 

The patience and reſolution of the Lacedæmonian 
outh were put to the ſevereſt trial upon the celebra- 
on of a feaſt in honour of Diana ſurnamed Orthia, 
when the children in the ſight of their parents, and 
1 preſence of the whole city, ſuffered themlelves to 
e laſhed till the blood ran down upon the altar of 
at inhuman Goddeſs, and ſometimes expired under 
he blows, without crying out, or ſo much as uttering 
rroan. .* And their own fathers, who ſtood by and 
iy them covered all over with blood and wounds, 
ere the perſons who exhorted them to hold out con- 
kntly to the end. Plutarch aſſures us, that he ſaw. 
weral children with his own eyes loſe their lives in 
tis cruel diverſion. Hence * Horace gives the epithet 
patient to the city of Lacedzmon, patiens Lacedæ- 
Mm; and another author makes a man, who had en- 
red three good blows of a cudgel without complain- 
v5 ay, Tres plagas Spartand nobilitate concoxt. 
The moſt uſual employment of the Lacedæmonians 
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_ hunting, and the different exerciſes of the body, 

re | cy were prohibited the exerciſe of any mechanical 

ore The Notes, who were a kind of faves, cultivat- #47 
f beir lands, and paid them a certain revenue for T4 BK 
(Joni; | 


Twas Lycurgus's will that his citizens ſhould have 
bullreat deal of leiſure. They had common halls, 
Linde they met together for converſation. And though 
\t ther diſcourſe frequently turned upon grave and ſeri- 
ſubjects, it was ſeaſoned with a wit and an agree- 
pt th lenels, which inctructed and corrected, whillt it di- 


pes dpartæ pueri ad aram He verbe- w Ipfi illos patres adhortantur, 
| u accipiuntur, ut multus è viſ- ut ictus flagellorum fortiter perfe- 
vered u ſanguis exeat, nonnun- rant, & lacercs ac ſemianimes ro- 
l, tha etiam, ut cùm ibi eſſem au- gant, perſeverent vulnera præbe- 
er hi um, ad necem: quorum non re vulneribus, Senec, de Provid, 
% nemo exclamavit unquam, cap. 4. 
ch a Vte ingemuit quidem. Cic, lib. * Od. 7, libs 1. 
luke, quiet, a. 34. 


laws | verted 
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verted them. They were ſeldom alone; but were 
accuſtomed to live like bees, in ſwarms, and always 
around their chiefs. ? The love of their country an 
the common good was their prevailing paſſion, The 
thought they were not to live for themſelves, but foi 
their country. Pedaretus not having had the honou 
of being choſen one of the three hundred, who hel, 
a certain place of diſtinction in the city, returned hon. . 
very chearful and eaſy, ſaying, he was overjoyed to fin 
f. were three hundred better men in Sparta than hin 
elf. 

"EG thing at Sparta inſpired the love of virtue, an . 
hatred of vice; the actions of the citizens, their con 
verſations, and even the publick inſcriptions. It w: 
hard for men, brought up in the midſt of ſo many pre 
cepts and living examples, not to become as virtuou 
as Pagans could be. It was to preſcrve this happ 
habitude in them, that Lycurgus did not allow al 
ſorts of perſons to travel, leit they ſhould return wit 
foreign manners, and licentious cuſtoms, which woul 
ſoon have inſpired them with a diſguſt for the life an 
maxims of Lacedemon. He likewiſe expelled all f 
reigners the city, who came ony for curioſity, an 
not out of ſome uſeful or profitable intention ; appre 
hending that they might bring with them the faul 
and vices of their country; and fully convinced th 
it was more important and neceſſary to ſhut the gat 
of the city againſt corruption of manners, than again 
plagues and peſtilence. 

. Properly ſpeaking, the buſineſs and exerciſe oft 
Lacedzmonians was war. Every thing had a tendet 
cy that way, and breathed nothing but arms. Th if ( 
manner of life was far leſs rigid in the field, than . © 
home; and they were the only people in the wor W he 
to whom war was a ſeaſon of repoſe and refreſhmen*zlt 
becauſe then the obligations to that hard and 1cv4 
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liſcipline, which they obſerved at Sparta, were ſome- 
what relaxed, and greater liberty allowed them. 
With them the firſt and molt inviolable law of war, 
as Demaratus told Xerxes, was never to turn their 
hacks, how far ſuperior ſocver in number the enemy 
night be; never to quit their poſt; never to ſurrender 
their arms; in a word, to conquer or die. And hence 
was, that a mother adviſed her fon, who was ſet- 
ing out for a campaign, to return with his buckler, or 
bin on his buckler; and another hearing that her ſon 
ras lain in battle ir defence of his country, replied 
odly, > *Twas for that end I brought him into the 
urld. And this was the common diſpoſition of the 
Lacedemonians. © After the famous battle of Leuctra, 
yhich was ſo fatal to them, the parents of thoſe who 
ere Killed in fighting congratulated one another, and 
in to the temples to thank the Gods, becauſe their 
hildren had done their duty ; whereas the parents of 
hoſe, who ſuryived the defeat, were inconſolable. 
uch as fled were ever after infamous at Sparta. They 
ere not only excluded all offices and employments, 
be aſſemblies, and ſhews, but it was a diſgrace to 


7 pre 
tuou 
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1 wit 
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fe an 
all f 


4 I ary a daughter to them, or take a daughter fron 
ay dem, and they were publickly affronted upon every 
* eaſion without any remedy for the injury offered. 


They never went to battle, till they had implored 
e aliftance of the Gods by ſacrifices and publick 


1e gar 


ain OY = 
aun W:jers, and then they marched againſt the enemy in 
Tr i c:nfhdence, as being thoroughly afſured of the 
= ine protection, or to ule the expreſſion of Plutarch, 


Th God were prefent, and fought with them; 
than . Oes TULTApo|Gy. 
> worl When they had broke their enemies, and put them 
ſamenſi light, they purſued them no farther than was ne- 
1d ſcve ; 

| Herod. lib. 6. They ſometimes brought back 
ongesga van α,jE ald ſuch as were Iain upon their 

azxida, xa} magaxeevautvn, bucklers, 
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ceſſary to ſecure the victory; after which they retired, 
as judging it neither glorious, nor worthy of Greece, 
to cut in pieces ſuch as yielded, or made no reſiſtance. 
And this was no leſs uſeful than honourable to them; 
for their enemies knowing that all who oppoſed were 
put to the ſword, and that only ſuch as ran away 
eſcaped, generally preferred flight to reſiſtance, 

After the firſt inſtitutions of Lycurgus were received 
and confirmed by uſe, and the form of government 
he had eſtabliſhed ſeemed ſtrong enough to ſupport it- 
ſelf without any other aſſiſtance; 4 as Plato ſays d 
God, that having finiſhed the creation of tle wor, 
he rejoiced when he ſaw it firſt move with ſuch har- 
mony and exactitude; ſo this wiſe legiſlator, charmed 
with the grandeur and beauty of his laws, found 1 
double ſatisfaction in ſeeing them ſubſiſt alone and I 
make fo happy a progrets. 


But deſiring to make them as immortal and un We 
changeable as human prudence would admit, he toe b. 
the pcople there was one point ſtill remaining, mots of 


important and eſſential than all the reſt, about hie par 
he would conſult the oracle of Apollo; and in tngWtcit 
mean time he obliged them all by an oath to keep HP 
the form of government he had eſtabliſhed, til! {uchhm of 
time as he ſhould return. When he came to Delp uë 
he enquired of the God, whether his laws were 5000 in t 
and tended to make the Spartans happy and virtuous ne ay 
Apollo anſwered, that his laws were perfect; and the lion 
ſo long as Sparta ſhould obſerve them, it would be t pur 
moſt glorious city in the world, and enjoy entire /ci|imple 
city. Lycurgus ſent this anſwer to Sparta, and judge G 
ing his miniſtry accompliſhed, he died voluntary e, th 
Delphos, by abſtaining from food. He was of 010 to 1 
on, that the death of great men and miniſters {houFt fre 
not be inſignificant or uſeleſs to the commonwiealth 


d This paſ age of Plato is in his the world. Vidit Deus cute 
Time an3 gires us reaſon to be- quæ fecerat, & erant va.de ben 
lieve, het be had real what Moſes Gen. i. 31, 
1% of God, upon the creation of 
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I, Wi: conſequence of their adminiſtration, one of their 
e, Wot conſiderable actions, and as honourable, if not 
e, Wore ſo, than all the reſt of their lives. He thought 
; W:rcefore, to die in this manner would be confirming 
reid crowning all the ſervices he had done his fellow- 
ay tizens during his life, as his death would oblige them 
obſerve his ordinances for ever, which they had ſworn 
ei obſcrve inviolably till his return. 
ent The heathen were generally of opinion, that every 


it Win had a right to put himſelf to death, whenſoever 


d 0] ' pleaſed, 


ar MirLECTIONS en the government of Sparta, 
ned and the laws of Lycurgus. 


an I. Things laudable in the laws of Lycurgus, 


un Were we to judge only by the event, there muſt 
told de been a large fund of wiſdom and prudence in the 
nordWvs of Lycurgus, fince ſo long as they were obſerved 
nic Sparta, which was for above five hundred years, 
tit city was ſo powerful and flouriſhing. They were, 
p uff Plutarch, ſpeaking of the laws of Sparta, leſs a 
{1m of government and civil adminiſtration, than the 
0Wnduct and rules of a wiſe man, who paſſes his whole 
ein the exerciſes of virtue. Or rather, adds the 
ne author, as the poets feign of Hercules, that with 
$110n's ſkin and club only he ran thro? the world, 
W purged it of robbers and tyrants; ſo Sparta with a 
Imple roll of parchment and a ſorry cloak, gave law 


judgßz el Greece, which willingly ſubmitted to their em- 
N. e, threw down tyrannies and uſurpations, put an 
021ne to wars at their pleaſure, and calmed ſeditions, 
[hou i frequently without taking up arms, and by the 
Teal 


0) Re h Emdgrn M], leather or parchment turned round 
610-55 &THATD ual cop) Bic a ſtaff, whereon the orders of the 
u. publick to the generals were wiit- 
This was what the Lacedæ- ten as it were in cypher, 

Vans Called ſcytale, a roll of 
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diſpatch of a ſingle embaſſador, who no ſooner ay 
peared, than all the States in ſubjection ranged them 
ſelves around him, like bees about their King; f 
great an awe and reverence had the juſtice and poy I. 
government of that city imprinted upon all mankind. 


hott 
wt 2 


T 
butle 

I. The nature of the Spartan government. uxu 

ta, a 

There is a reflection in Plutarch at the cloſe of td 
life of Lycurgus, which is itſelf a great elogium unoffþub! 
this wiſe legiſlator. He ſays; that Plato, Diogene irn 
Zeno, and all the reſt, who have undertaken to treuer 
of the eſtabliſhment of civil government, have forme 
their ſchemes upon Lycurgus's plan; with this dt 
rence, that they went no farther than mere deſcrinith 
tion, whereas Lycurgus, without ſtopping at ideas nit 
projects, reduced his inimitable deſigus to practice herbe 
and formed a whole city of philoſophers. eff 
Lo ſucceed the better and to eſtabliſh a republick Met ti 
perfect as pothble, he in a manner blended togethꝗ Su 
whatever was to be found in any kind of governmen hac 


that ſeemed molt conducive to the intereſt of the Mito 


publick, by qualifying one with the other, and balzn! th 
cing the inconvenmiencies of each in particular by 
advantages ariſing from the union of all togethe eder 
Sparta was in ſome reſpects monarchical from the de 
thority of their Kings; the council of the thirty, Meurſe 
ſenate, was a true ariſtocracy ;z and the power thWacec 
people had of nominating the ſenators and giving 
ſanction to the laws was a branch of democratical . 

vernment. The inſtitution cf the Ephori afterwarW@Fne ti 
corrected what was amiſs in the firſt regulations, anym 


ſupplied whatever could be wanting. Plato, in mwoeree t 


than one paſſage, admires the wiſdom of Lycurgus s, 

the eſtabliſhment of the ſenate, which was equally b If of 

neacial to the Kings and people; as by this means t ed luz 

law became the meaſure of the regal power, and i: N 

people's obedlence. Or as Plato ſays in —_— WAL; 
Otto 
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bottom, the laws became the ſyuereigns of men, and 
wt men the tyrants of the laws ©. 


Il. The equal divijion of londs, and prohibition of gold 


and cer money. 


The deſign of Lycurgus in making an equal diſtri- 
bution of lands amongſt the citizens, and baniſhing 
Luxury, avarice, quarrels, ard diſſentions from Spar- 
u, at the ſame time that he prohibited the uſe of gold 
hade filver, would appear to us a fine ſcheme of a re- 
wofWablick, but impotble to be executed, if we did not 
ne urn from hiſtory that Sparta ſubſiſted in this ſtate for 
tre cral ages. Could we conceive, that he could ever 
mee prevailed upon the rich and opulent to give up 
ee cheir ſtores and revenues, to blend themſelves 
erich the poor in every circumſtance, to ſubmit to a 
an riaful and ſevere regimen of liſe, and in a word, to 
orbear the uſe of every thing they conſidered before 
5 eſſential to the eaſe and happineſs of life? And 
et this Lycurgus brought about. 


ick 0 


ethꝗ Such an eſtabliſhment would be the leſs ſurpriſing if 
k ; IA 1 q . C 2 

men bad ſubſiſted only during the life of the legiſlator ; 
he it we know it ſurvived him many ages. Xenophon 
vale the panegyrick he has left upon Ageſilaus, and 
by thiW ily in one of his orations, takes notice that the La- 
ethe td æmonians were the only people in the world, who 


ade no alterations in their diſcipline and laws for the 
vurle of ſo many ages. Soli, ſays he, ſpeaking of the 
acedæmonians, tolo orbe terrarum ſ»ftingentes jam an- 
ampliùs unis morious & nunquam mutatis legibus vi- 


he 4a 
SIT 
er t 
ving 


cal ut. There is good reaſon to belicve that in Tully's 
war ne the diſcipline of Sparta, as well as its power, was 
ns, ary much enfeebled and diminiſhed; butall hiſtorians 


n more that it was kept up inits full force till the reignof 
rous Heis, under whom tender, who tho” incapable him- 
y b of being dazzled or corrupted by gold, introdu- 
ans ted luxury into his country and a fondneſs for riches, 
and t 
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by carrying thither the immenſe ſums of gold and |} 
ver he had gained by his victories, and thereby ſuh 


verting the laws of Lycurgus. This event well de ht 
icrves to be here taken notice of. ht 

b Lyſander having got great ſpoils at the taking ob 
Athens, ſent all the gold and ſilver to Lacedæmom eit 
They held a council to debate whether or not the 5" 
ſhould receive it; a rare and excellent deliberation ch 
and the only inſtance of the kind to be met with i 
hiſtory ! The wiſeſt and moſt underſtanding men far 
Sparta, adhering ſtrictly to the law, were of opinic ſuf 
that this gold and ſilver ſhould be thrown out of t ſuit 
city with horror and execration, as a fatal plague 2 
a dangerous allurement to all kinds of miſchief, 5. 
others, and the far greater number, propoſed a mid = 
way, and the expedient was followed. They order the 
the gold and ſilver to be retained, but to be only en 
ployed in the publick treaſury, and affairs of Rate pro 
and that if any private man ſhould be found to haf de. 
any of it he ſhould immediately be put to deat ee! 
They were imprudent and blind enough to imagin fea, 
ſays Plutarch, that it was ſufficient to hinder gold a but 
ſilver from entering into their houſes, by placing tl nc 
law and the fear of puniſhment as a centinel at th; bene 
doors; whilſt theyleft the hearts of their citizens op read 
to the admiration and defire of riches, and introduc I 
a ſtrong paſſion for accumulating them, by making anc 
be confidered as great and honourable to become ric]? © 

But the introduction of gold and ſilver money v 2 
not the firſt wound the Lacedæmonians gave tot 0 
laws of their legiſlator. It was the conſequence oft 


violation of another more fundamental law. Amy 
tion paved the way to avarice. The deſire of conqum, 
drew after it a deſire of riches, without which th 
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could no longer think of extending their dominion, 
The principal end of Lycurgus in the inftitution of 
his laws, and eſpecially in the prohibition of gold and 
hlver, was, as Polybius and Plutarch have judiciouſly 
obſerved, to bridle and reſtrain the ambition of the 
citizens, to diſable them from making any conqueſts, 
and to force them in ſome meaſure to confine them- 
ſelves within the narrow precincts of their own coun— 
try, without carrying their views or pretenſions any 
farther. In ſhort, the government he had eftabliſhed 
ſuficed to defend the frontiers of Sparta, but was in- 
ſufficient to give her dominion over other cities. 

The deſign of Lycurgus was not to make conquer- 
ors, To take away all ſuch thoughts ſrem his citi- 
zens, though they dwelt in a country ſurrounded by 
the ſea, I he expreſly forbad them the uſe of naviga- 
tion, the having a fleet, or fighting by ſea, And this 
prohibition they religiouſly obſerved for near five hun- 
dred years, till after the defeat of Xerxes, Upon that 
var tom; they reſolved to make themſelves maſters by 
fea, to keep ſo formidable an enemy at a diſtance, 
But ſoon perceiving, that theſe remote and maritime 
ofices of command corrupted the manners of their 
zencrals, they readily gave them up, as we have al- 
ready obſerved in tae caſe of King Pauſanias. 

Lycurgus armed his citizens with bucklers and 
lances only for their own defence, not to enable them 
to commit wrongs with the greater impunity. ® He 
made them a people of ſoldiers and warriors, that un- 
der the protection of their arms they might live in !*-- 
derty, moderation, juſtice, union, and peace, con- 
tenting themſelves with their own territories, without 
uſurping thoſe of others, and convinced that a city no 
les than a private man, can never hope for ſolid and 
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laſting happineſs by any other means than virtue Wſro! 
Men of corrupt manners, adds Plutarch, who thin ſtan 
nothing more valuable than riches, and a powerful che 
and large dominion, may give the prefe rence to thoſe ¶ thei 
vaſt empires, which have ſubdued the world by i, Weat! 
lence; but Lycurgus was convinced, that noching eff u 
this kind was neceſſary to make a people happy. . rum 
quity, moderation, liberty, and peace, were the prin Wear 
cipa! end of his policy, wiich has fo juitly been the up i. 
admiration of all ages, as i: was an utter enemy to ute! 
wrong, violence, ambition, or a deſire of ruling and ! 
extend ing the bounds of the Spartan republick, Re Arif 
Aections of this kind, which arc frequent in Piutarch'sMlong 
lives, and are the greateſt and moſt valuable beauty, ſtate 
may very mu ch contribute to give 3 youth a true notion For 
of the ſolid glory of a ſtate really happy, and early lick] 
unceczive them in the miſtakes they are apt to form ¶pare 
cf the vain grandeur of thoſe empires, which haveWind 
wallowed up the Kingdoms of the carth, and tho bod) 
famous conquerors, wao owe their riſe to uſurpa-Huvere 


tion and violence. dy t. 
taug 
III. The excellent educaticn of youth. a" 
- tieſe 

ea 
The long duration of the laws eſtabliſhed by Lycur- * 
Zus, is certainly a very wonderful circumſtance ; bu FY 
Ac. 


the method he made uſe of to make them fo laſting 

is no leſs worthy our admiration ; and this was the 
extraordinary care he took in training up the child:en 
of the Locedzinonians to an exact and ſevere difci- 
pline, For, as Plutarch makes him obſerve, the re- 
ligion of an oath would be but a feeble tie, if the laws 
were not imprinted in their manners by education and 
habitude, and a regard for his inftitutions ſucked in 
almoſt with their milk. And thus we fee his ordi- 


nances laſted for above five hundred years, like a+»: :: 
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ſtrong dye, that had penetrated quite through the ſubꝰ 
ſtance. ? Pully makes the ſame remark, and imputes. 
the courage and virtue of the Spartans not fo much to 
their good natural diſpoſition, as to the excellent edu- 
cation they received at Sparta. Cujus civitatis ſpectata 
ac nobilitata virtus, non ſolum naturd corraborata, ve- 
rim etiam diſciplind putatur. Which ſhews us how 
nearly the ſtate is concerned to ſee its youth. brought 
up in a manner proper to.inſpire them with. a love for 
the Jaws of their country. 
Twas the great principle of Lycurgus, which 
Ariſtotle repeats in expreſs terms, that as children be- 
long to the ſtate, they ſhould be brought up by the 
tate, and according to the intention of the ſtate. 
for this reaſon he required them to be educated pub- 
lickly and in common, and not left to the fancy of 
parents, who generally, through a blind indulgence, 
and miſtaken tenderneſs, enervate at ance both the 
dody and mind of their children. At Sparta they 
vere inured from their infancy to labour and fatigue, 


dy the exerciſes of hunting and running ; they were- 


taught to bear hunger and thirſt, heat and cold. And 


what mothers can hardly be perſuaded to believe, all 
tieſe ſevere and painful exerciſes tendedito make them 
healthful and robuſt, capable of ſupporting the fa- 
tizues of war, to which they were all deſtined, and 
actually did ſo. 


IV. Obedience. 


But the moſt excellent branch of the Spartan edu- 
cation was, that it taught children perfectly tp obey. 
Whence the poet Simonides gives this city a magni- 


? Orat, pro Flacco, n. 63. r Mollis illa educatio, quam in- 
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ficent epithet, implying that Sparta alone could tame 
the mind, and render men pliable and ſubmiſſive to 
the laws, like horſes that are curbed and brought under 
whilſt they are very young. For this reaſon Ageſilaus 
adviſed Xenophon to ſend his ſons to Sparta, that 
they might learn there the greateſt and beſt of ſcien- 
ces, how to govern and be governed. He had been 
well inſtructed in it himſelf, and knew the ful] value 
of jt. Plutarch obſerves, that he did not attain the 
ſupreme command, " like the other Kings, without 
Having firſt perfectly learnt to obey, and for this rc 
ſon he was the only one amongſt all the Lacedzmc 
nian Kings, who had the refined art of agreeing en 
tirely with his ſubjects, and uniting in his perſon wit 
greatneſs truly royal, and a natural nobleneſs of 
ners, that air of goodneſs, humanity, and popula 
llity, which he had derived from his education, 
12 afterwards gave the moſt memorable example o 
{::b1::1on to the law and publick authority, to be found 
'2 hil-ory 3 and Xcnophon and Plutarch juſtly prefe 
it to the moſt glorious of his other actions. After hay 
ing gained very conſiderable victories over the Peri1an; 
4 Alia being in commotion, and moſt of the provin 
ces ready to revolt, he determined to fall upon ti 
ing of Perſia in the heart of his dominions, ant 
was preparing to ſet out for this great expedition. | 
the mean while a meſſenger arrives to tell him th 
Sparta was threatened with a terrible war, that th 
Ephori recalled him to the affiftance of his countr) 
Ageſilaus immediately ſeis forward without deliberat 
ing a moment, crying out, Oh wretched Greets, grad, 
e iemies do yourſelves than the Barbarians! A man mu 
have been abſolutely maſter of himſelf, and have 
great reſpect for publick authority, to abandon wit 
ſo inſtant aq obedience all the conqueſts he had ma- 
t Matnooptvoug toy wabrutiroy 
To #4)A Gov, AN & Zryiiy, 
u At Sparta, the children de- 


ſigned for the throne were excuſed 
the ſeverity of their diſcipline, 
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and the future hopes of ſucceſs, which were almoſt as 
certain as the paſt. 


Princes, * ſays Plutarch, generally place their gran- 


deur in commanding others, and being ſubject to no- 
body. They often affect an ignorance of their duty, 
leſt the light of reaſon ſhould ſubject themſelves, and 
blunt the edge and force of an authority, to which 
they would willingly ſet no bounds. Who then, adds 
Plutarch, ſhall be the matter of Kings, who have no 
other? Why the law, that ſovereign queen of gods 
and men, as Pi 


indar calls it; a law, not written in ta- 
bles, but engraven on the heart, which will conſtantly 
attend upon them, and never forſake them, but exer- 
eiſe a mild tho* abſolute dominion over their minds. 
An officer ſtood by the King of Perſia's bed-fide every 
morning, to ſay to him, Sir, remember you fulfil the 
idinances of Oromaſdes He was the lavegiver of the 
Perſians. The love of juſtice and the publick good 
lays as much to every underitanding and ſenſible 
Prince, 

To give us a better notion of the character of the 
Lacedemonians, and their perfect ſubmiſſion to the 
bs, I ſhall here quote a paſſage from Herodotus, 
wich well deſerves our notice. When Xerxes was 
upon the point of entering Gre eece, he aſss Demaratus 
one of the Spartan Kings, who had fled to court for 
ſeſuge, if he thought the Greeks 2 ould Gl; '2 to with - 
tand him, and defired he would fpeak his ſentiments 

Incerely. “Since you require it, replies Demaratus, 
truth ſhall ſpeak to you by my mouth. Y Greece 

indeed has ev er been bred u P in poverty; but 

* has had virtue alſo, improved by wif om and ſup- 

ported by the vigour of the laws. And from the 

© uſe ſhe has made of this virtue, Greece has equal- 
4 N preſerved herſelf from the inconveniencies of 
* poverty, and the yoke of ſubjection. But to con- 


Y i taalleinfert the Greek text marks upon à diff sol expre {1.00 
his pallage of Herodotus atthe in it, 
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XPlut, ad princi pem 3 cloſe cf this article, with ſore re- 
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fine myſelf to my own Lacedzmonians, be aſſured 
© that born and nurtured as they are in liberty, they 
will never hearken to any propoſal that tends to 
< ſlavery, Were they forſaken by all the other Greeks, 
* and reduced to a trovp of a thouſand ſoldiers, or 
even a leſs number, they would make head again 
* you, and never decline the battle.” The King 
ſmiled at his diſcourſe, and as he could not compre. 
hend, how men ſo free and independent, as the La 
cedæmonians were ſaid to be without any waſters to 
controul them, ſhould be capable of expoſing them- 
ſelves in ſuch a manner to dangers and death; * © They 
« are free and independent of every man, repl: es De- 
% maratus, but they have a law above them by which 
they are ruled, and they are more afraid of that lau, 
© than your ſubjects are of you. Now this law for 
„ bids them ever to fly in battle from their enemies, 
„ how great ſoever the number of them may be, an! 
„ commands them to keep hrm to their poſts, an 
„either conquer or die.“ And it happened as Da— 
maratus had foretold. Three hundred Lacedzmonians 
with Leonidas one of the Spartan Kings at their head 
ventured to diſpute the paſſage of Thermopylæ wit! 

the innumerable army of the Perſians. And at lalt 
after incredible efforts of value, over-powered Þ! 
numbers rather than conquered, they all fell wie 
their Prince, except one man, who eſcaped to Lace 
dæmon, where he was uſed like a coward, and 

traitor to his country, A magnificent monumen 
was afterwards raiſed for thoſe brave champions c 
Greece on the very ſpot where they were flain, * witl 
this inſcription made by the poet Simonides. 
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N Fi, dyſeinov Aaxedaipovios, ors Th 0s 
Keine, Toi; h weilopevor votritaois 
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i.e. Go traveller, and ſay at Lacedæmon, that we liz 
turied here fer obeying her ſacred laws. It may not 
be amiſs upon this occaſion to give the boys a hint of 
the ſimplicity of the old inſcriptions. 


CRITICAL OBSERVATIONS upon a faſſage in Hero- 
dotus. 

h T7 E ,, iv dei xe Cvvleopes irs" wpein on 
emaxlog ily A ν Tofing xeleeſacuin X V6.2 10 uf 
5 dia erwprery' 1 EM, Try TE Wevinv an wivelx, 3 
Thy deomoouuny, 

Valla tranſlates the paſſage thus, Greaa ſemper 
quidem alumna furt paupertatis, hoſpes virtutis, quam a 
ſapientia ace ivit & a re diſcitlina; quam uſurpans 
Gracia & paupertatem tuctur, & dominatum. Harr 
Stephens inſtead of faupertatem tuetur, has put in the 
margin paupertatem proputſat, which agrees with the 
Greek text, THY WEviny UT Ya Yvt]a, 

This paſſage has very much embarraſſed me, and is 
certainly a very difficult one. It ſeems to imply an 
evident contradiction, in ſaying firſt, that poverty was 
aways held honourable in Greece, and then that the 
ſame Greece rejected poverty and kept it at adiſtance, 
For which reaſon | was very much pleaſed withValla's 
tranſlation, and thought it gave a beautiful meaning 
to the paſſage. ** Greece, {aid Demaratus to Xerxes, 
„has hitherto always been the ſeat of poverty and 
the ichool of virtue, Inſtructed by the lectures of 
« ker wife men, and ſupported by a ſtrict obſervation 
«© of her laws, ihe has hitherto always retained the 
« love of poverty, and the honour of command, & 
« paupertatem tuetur & doamenatum.” Fut in this 
cale we muſt change the text of Herodotus, and in- 
lead of &T&uitia read £ngjyveui, as Valla evident- 
y conjectured. 


d Herod, lib, 7. p. 473. edit. Hear, Step. ann, 1592 
4 Finding 
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Finding myſelf under this difficulty, I conſulted a, WM He 
abſent friend, who is very converſant in the Latin 5, 


and Greek authors, and whoſe obſervations and ad- ha. 
vice have been of great aſſiſtance to me in this work, | 


I ſhall here inſert his anſwer, as it may be uſeful to — 
young maſters, in ſhewing them how to explain ob- Kt 
ſcure and difficult paſſages. __ bY 
I think, writes my friend, that I have diſcovered! 14 
the true meaning of the paſſage in Herodotus, I Will! . 
give the tranſlation of it, after I have produced the via 
reaſons npon which I ground it. A 
The principal difficulty lies in the ſenſe of the wor "= 

G ii. If there is an ambiguity in conſtruing it + 
with Teirv, it is taken away by d:oToovvnv, which thei ther 
ſame verb equally governs. Now d:zoToouyn does not cr a 
ſignify the honour of command, as you tranſlate it. (ave 
iſt then, To ſupport this verſion, «Tp muff bert 
be changed into ervzpvytiz without authority, and i laid 
oppoſition to all manuſcripts and printed copies 5 
Which ſhould never be admitted, unleſs the dire hben 
meaning of the text required it. are 
2. The peculiar character of the Greeks, eſpecial: ot v 

in thoſe early ages, was the love of liberty, indepen Mothe 
dency, and freedom ſrom every yoke, aurovouis, and! th 
not the defire of rule, an ambition to command, o ou 
the glory of conqueſts. nevi 
3. Let any one, if he can, inſtance not a whole hic 
nation, but a ſingle city, over which the Greeks bh: I 
then extended their empire, or affected the honour it or 
command, Demaratus therefore would have made him erigi 
ſelf ridiculous, if he had boaſted to Xerxes of th" th. 
command of the Greeks, when he could not ſhew ou th 
village over which they exerciſed it. £ 


4. Though we ſhould grant for a moment, tha 
this Lacedæmonian intended to exaggerate tne jealoui 
of the Greeks for the honour of command, as capayſſ* ſup 


ble of making them ſacrifice every thing for the con * the 
b . * Us 4 
ſervation of ſoglorious a poſſeſſion, he would never ha has 
WY. 
CIC 


made uſe of the word dec ro to expreſs J. i8 thought 
5 e 
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Hewould have certainly have preferred 1y:euiz, a 
Iurageiny xeaTO»>, or it may be 2046Gvin, if he would 


- have talked like Homer. For 9:oToou1 ſignifies only 
c. Wl the dominion of a maſter over his ſlaves ; dominatio He- 
tl ils in ſervos. *Tis an odious term, and carries with 
b- ic the idea of flavery in the perſon who is ſubject to 

W it, and conveys a notion entirely oppoſite to the ge- 
edi nius of the Greeks, who never afterwards, though 
14 their ambition had been augmented by their great 
nel 


victories over the Perſians, ever thought of eſtabliſh. 


ing that deſpotic power, d:-Tcovv%vy, The Athenians 
ind Lacedæmonians, who alternately ſhared the ho- 
nour of command, in all their conqueſts affected ei- 
ther to introduce a democracy into the cities ſubducg, 
or an ariſtocracy, and to animate them againſt the 
lavery of the Perſians by that pleaſing image of li- 
berty. This needs no proof here, *tis fo expreſly 
laid down in all hiſtory. 

c. WhatDemaratus immediately adds of the Lace- 
(monians, to prove his general theſis by that partic u=- 
ar example, clearly ſhevrs that the d:oroovvy here ſpoke 
zal ef was not active, ſuch as they would exerciſe over 
pen cchers, but a paſſive d cπονννν:, ſuch as Xerxes required 

and of them, to which the Spartans would never ſubmit, 
, o©®l'tough abandoned by all the Greeks, and left to periſh 
nevitably alone. This is the end of his reaſoning, 

hold which we ſhould have conſtantly in view. 
| don't ſee therefore how we can receive a verſion, 


1147 t once directy oppoſite to the expreſs text of the 
hinWoiginal,*the propriety of the words, the true character 


of the people, the evidence of facts, and the connexion 
ok the ſpeaker's argument. 
{ hus then I would have it tranſlated : 


, thi © Greece indeed has ever been bred up in poverty; 
alouſyſW* but has had virtue withal, improved by wiſdom, and 
capaM* ſupported by the vigour of the laws. And from 
e con! the uſe {he has made of this virtue it is, that Greece 
er hav has alike preſerved herſelf from the inconvenien- 


ovehtM* cies of poverty, and the yoke of ſubjection.“ 
He II. Things 
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| e f 
II. Things blameable in the laws of Lycurgus. of | 
auth 
Without entering here into an exact detail. of all Hide 
that may be blamed in the laws of Lycurgus, I ſhall Nlogu 
content myſelf with ſome flight reflections, which Hure, 
the reader without doubt, juſtly ſhocked and offended Mrene 
at the bare relation of them, will have made before Mccat! 
me, 
I. Upon the choice of the children to be brought up iſ 
expoſed. T 
And to begin with the choice of the children to bei. 
brought up or expoſed, who can avoid being ſhockedM''” 
at the unjuſt and barbarous cuſtom of pronouncing a 
ſentence of death upon infants, who had the misfer- t * 
tune to be born of too tender and delicate a conſtitu |: 
tion to ſupport the fatigue and exerciſe, to which the 
republick deſtined all her ſubjeQs ? Is it then in“ 
poſſible, and have we no inſtances of it, that children 
at firſt weak and tender, may grow ſtrong by age“! 
and become even very robuſt ? But were it otherwile, he CC 
can our country be ſerved only by the ſtrength of ou 
bodies? And are wiſdom, prudence, council, gener ruel 
ſity, courage, and greatneſs of ſoul, and all the que 
lities which depend on the mind, of no value? © 0 Uthe 
nino illud honcflum, quod ex animo excelſo magmiſfccgi 
uærimus, animi effiatur nen corporis viribus. D. 
eee, himſelf do leſs ſervice or honour to Sperif , 
by the inſtitution of his laws, than the greateſt of Tu 
cers by their victories? Ageſilaus was of (mall ſtature f 
and had ſomething ſo very diſadvantageous in his mien and b 
that the Egyptians at firit ſight of him could not for A W 
bear laughing; and yet he made the great King 0 dem { 
Perſia tremble upon his throne. Me, | 
But what is of greater force than all I have urzeC EY 


has any other a right over the lives of men, excel: 20 


c Cic, lib, 1. Ofiic, n. 79. A Ibid, n. 76. f Races 
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ke from whom they received them, that is, God him- 
ſelf? And docs not a legiſlator viſibly uſurp upon his 
zuthority, when he arrogates to himfelf ſuch a power 
independently of him? That command of the deca- 
ogue, which was only a repetition of the law of na- 
ture, Thou ſhalt not till, condemns all the ancients in 
general, who thought they had the right of life and 
death over their ſlaves, and even over their children, 


all 
all 


ed 


II. The ſole care of the body. 


The great fault of Lycurgus'. s laws, as Plato and 
3s Arifotle have obſerved, is, tha they tended only to 
frm a ſtate of ſoldiers. This leg ſlator feemed whoiy 


> {Wot any concern about cultivatins tke mind. Fo what 
755 ould he baniſh all arts and {ciences from his re- 
the blick, © which principally tend to ſoften the man- 


pers refine the unde: ſtandin; z, improve the heart, in- 
ſire a polite, generous, and honeſt behaviour, neceſ- 


—＋ ary in a word to the ſupport of ſociety and to render 
1 he commerce of life agreeable? Hence the Lace- 
rd zmonians had ſomething rigid, auſtere, and often 
oel in their character; which partly aroſe from 
wud deir education, and created an averſion for them in 
„dhe allies. 
cot III. Their barbarons crneſty to children, 
F ws "Twas an excellent cuſtom at Sparta to inure the 
* ys early to bear heat and cold, hunger and thirſt, 
nien and by ſevere and painful exerciſes to bring their ba- 
- fad les within due ſabjection to reaſon, ſo as to make 
ne em ſubſervient to its orders, which could not be 
> Wie, unleſs they were in a condition to ſupport all 
ged. « | : ; : 
„omnes artes, quibus ætas pue- afficiendum eſt, ut obe dire confilio 


XCC} ls ad humanitatem infetmari rationique poikt in exequendis ne- 
let. Pro Arch. n. gotiis & labore tolerando. Lib. 1. 
Ezercendum cc pus, & ita de Off. n. 79, 


þ kind 


ken up in the care of ſtrengthening the body, witnh- 
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kind of fatigues. But was it requilite to carry thj 
trial ſo far as the inhuman treatment we have ment 
oned? And was it not brutal and barbarous in the paM A 
rents to ſtand unmoved at ſceing the blood run do 
from their children's wounds, and the harmleſs cre; 
tures often expiring under the biows of the rod? 


IV. The unnatural reſolution of mothers, 


The courage of the Spartan mothers is admire, 
who inſtead of tenderneſs and tears upon the news 
their ſons being killed in battle, expreſſed a kind i 


joy. I ſuculd have been better pleaſed that natural af 


teCttion had ſhewn itſelf upon ſuch occaſions, and th F 
the love of their country had not entirely ſtifled Mis t 
ſentiments of the mother and the woman. One hi 
our generals, who was told in the heat of battle, tha heat 
his ſon was juſt ſlain, ſpoke far more wiſely, © LF fail 
© us now think, ſays he, of conquering our encmiei in o 
« to-morrow 1 will lament my ſon.“ by t 
Chr 

V. Exceſſive leiſure. E 3 

| com 

I cannot ſee how we can excuſe Lycurgus for o with 
liging the Lacedæmonians to paſs their whole live: atio 
idleneſs, except what they ſpent in war. He let of la 
arts and trades to ſlaves and foreigners, who dw with 


among them, and put nothing but the ſhie}d and ſpe cuce 
into the hands of the citizens. Without mention'nWator 
the danger of ſuffering the number of ſlaves requiq ame 
for the tilling of lands, to increaſe to ſuch a degreWChril 
as to excced that of their maſters, which often oi. 
ſioned ſeditions; into how many diſorders mult noun 
much leiſure throw perſons always idle, without aWto to] 
daily employment, or regular bufineſs? Tis an inco 

venience at preſent too frequent amongſt the gent! 

and a natural conſequence of their bad education. H 7, 
cept in time of war moſt of our gentlemen pals th . 


lives in a manner entirely uſeleſs, They look upYj,q, 
ol * } v gn 
agricultu 
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agriculture, arts and trade, as things beneath them, 
and would think themſelves diſhonoured by them. 
hey often know nothing but howto handle their arms. 
They acquire but a ſuperficial knowledge of the {c:- 
ences, only juſt what they needs muſt; and fevera] of 
them have no knowledge of them at all, nor the leaf. 
taſte for learning. No wonder therefore that enter- 
tainments, cards and dice, hunting-matches, viſiting 
and trifling converſations, ſhould be their ſole employ- 
ment. A ſad life for men of any underſtanding. 


VI. Shame and modeſty abſolutely neglected. 


But the moſt blameable circumſtance in Lycurgus, 
is the little regard he had for ſhame and modeſty, 
which ſhews us into what darkneſs and diſorders the 
heathen were plunged. A Chriſtian maſter will not 
fail to {et the holineſs and purity of the goſpel laws 
in oppoſition to that unbounded licentiouſneſs ; and 
by this contraſt diſplay the dignity and excellence of 
Chriſtianity. 

This may alſo be done in as uſeful a manner by 
comparing the moſt valuable part of Lycurgus's laws 
\r o vith thoſe of the goſpel, Tis indeed worthy admi- 
c; Wration, that a whole people ſhould conſent to a diviſion 
et MW of lands, which put the poor upon an equal footing 
duch with the rich, and by the alteration of the money te- 
i (nc euce themſelves to a kind of poverty. But the legiſ- 
ion\W lator of Sparta, when he eſtabliſhed theſe laws, had an 
quiz amed force at his command. The legiſlator of the 
legte Chriſtians ſaid but one word, Blefſed are the poor in 
1 occM/7714t ; and thouſands of faithful in all after ages re— 
avit ¶ wunce their poſſeſſions, ſell their lands, and leave all 
ut ao follow Jeſus Chriſt in poverty. 


HCO 
gent Upon the theft allowed the Lacedæmonians. 

In 6 . 
Il, 5 I have thought proper to treat this article ſeparate- 
1s . ly and with ſome extent ; becauſe, in my opinion, the 
* i judgment generally given of it, does not ſeem futh- 
cul 
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ciently founded in the nature of things. This cuſtom 
of the Lacedæmonians is ſeverely condemned, as apt 
to incline youth to have little regard upon other oc. 
cations to the property of others, and as contrary to 
the law of nature and the decalogue. In the catalogue 
of crimes ſaid to be tolerated in different nations, a 
inceſt among the Perſians, the murder of old and in- 
Arm parents among the Indians, adultery among other 
people, we generally find the theft of the Lacedzzmo. 
1;ans, with an obſervation that among the s Scythi. 
ans, a nation commonly conſidered as barbarous, and 
having no laws, without any other notion of jut icy 
than what was derived from natural inſtinét, thei 
was condemned and puniſhed as one of the great! 
crimes. 

But can it reaſonably be preſumed, that one of tb 
greateſt of legiſlators ſhould have exprefly authorized 
fo groſs a diſorder as thicving, whilſt every little Jaw 
giver, in all ages and countries, has been careful tc 
punith it ſeverely, and even with death ? 

Plutarch, who mentions this cuſtom in the life of 
Lycurgus, in the manners of the Lacedæmonians, anc 
in ſeveral other places, never gives the leaſt ſign o 
diſapprobation, though uſually ſo equitable a jucg 
and fo exact a moraliſt; nor do I recollect that an] 
of the ancients ever charged it as a crime upon Ly 
curgus or the Lacedzmonians. 

Upon what then do the moderns found the ſenten: 
they paſs upon it? Certainly upon not giving them 
ſelves the trouble of weighing the circumſtances, an 
penetrating the motives of it. 

1. > The Lacedæmonian youth never filched, bu 
by order of their governor, | 

2. They did it only at a particular time, and i 
virtue of the law. 

3. They never ſtole any thing but garden-ſtuff an 
victuals, by way of ſupplement to their food, whic 


s Juſtitia gentis ingeniis culta, eos furtogravius, drm; 
non legibus. Nollum ſcelus apud e Plut. in vit. Lycurg, 
| % 


T7 


nece! 
each 
for th 
dread 
elves 
the ei 
ſtarve 
irou 

acec 
but di 
War 
oldie: 
Deir « 
obriet 
«ped: 
ered | 
nuch 
er f 
he Cat 


ion 


heir a 


Of Profane Hiſtory. 261 
nM #25 purpoſely given them in very ſmall quantity, 
+ MW And thus all theſe t efts were conſidered as inſtances 
-o dexcerity, which were publickly allowed them for 
the procuring a larger ſhare of proviſion. 

The lawgiver had ſeveral reaſons for permitting 
this kind of theft. 

His deſign was to make the poſſeſſors more careful 
in locking up and preſerving their ſubſtance. 

And to make the boys more hardy and cunning, as 
leſigning them for the field. 

They gave them little food, that they might never 
he cloyed, never be too full, or clogged with fat, that 
they might be alert and nimble, learn to bear hunger, 
and have better and more regular health, 

| But the principal motive was, that all theſe boys 
being deſigned for the army without exception, it was 
neceffary to inure them early to a ſoldier's life, to 
each them to live upon a little, to provide a ſubſiſtence 
for themlelves without ſtanding in need of ammunition 
bread, to bear great fatigues, failing, to maintain them- 
elves long with little proviſions in a country where 
and ge enemy, accuſtomed to conſume a great deal, muſt 


* . . 
arve in a few days, or be ſorced tc quit their ground 


udg rough the want of neceſſary proviſions ; whereas the 
- 21 lecedæmonians could find wherewithal to ſubſiſt with- 
Lie difficulty. This the legiſlator, who was entirely 


warrior, and had no other view but to train up 
oidiers, was willing to provide for at a diſtance by 
meir education, inuring them to great frugality and 
variety, for want of which the generality of military 
*pedit:ons miſcarry, and the ſtrongeſt armies are ren- 
ered incapable of maintaining their conqueſts. Inſo- 
ch that at preſent, as luxury and an expenſive man- 
er ef living has multiplied the neceſſities of armies, 
ne care which embarraſſes the officers moſt is the pro- 
ion of victuals ; and the firſt obitacle which hinders 


deir advancing into an enemy's country, is want of 


if an 


whic 


2. cap g : 
1 Inſtit. Lacon. 


wa 


ſubſiſtence. 
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ſubſiſtence. Thus our greateſt Generals conſider the 

eaſe and expedition, with which immenſe armies tran- 
ſported themſelves from one country to another, as 
the moſt ſingular and incredible circumſtances in an- 
cient hiſtory. 


ering 
nd o 
he n 
ves 


2. 
Theſe are the advantages Lycurgus intended to pro- 
cure for a warlike people; and he could not haye 
choſen more effectual, nor more certain means. And 
this is neceſſary for the underſtanding his law, and gg 
doing him juſtice. After all theſe obſervations, | Wir 
queition whether the Lacedæmonian youth were to be Nuri 
blamed for their theft, or obliged to make reſtitution, Nase. 
In this caſe they may eaſily be juſtified by {till ſtronger fer o 
and more ſolid reaſons. re fed 
'Tis a certain principle, that from the firſt diviſion Napri 
of eſtates we poſleſs nothing but dependently on the Wh che. 
laws, and according to their diſpoſition ; ; and that by MW Th. 
giving up to each particular the enjoyment of that Wn 
portion which has fallen to his ſhare, the fame Jaws Hinsfe 
may make ſuch reſerves and reſtrictions, and lay it Wren 
under ſuch ſervices and burdens as they ſhall think redet 
moſt proper. Now the whole body of the Spartan: uf, 
ſtate, when they accepted the laws of Lycurgus, didhins - 
agree by a ſolemn compact, that upon the nine and king 
thirty thouſand lots diſtributed among the Spartan 2 cular 
the youth ſhould be allowed to take ſuch garden-ſtuft ouſly 
and victuals as the poſſeſſor had not a watchful ee dre 
upon, without ſuffering him to complain of the rov-Mihenj 
bery, or have an action againſt the robber. Thus As 
we fog. that whenever the boy was caught, he was not ferel) 


puniſhed as having committed an injuſtice, or ſezel 
upon another man's property, but for want of des 
terity. 

Such ſort of reſerves, and the like privileges grant 
ed upon the property of others, are very uſeful in al 


{tates. Thus God not oily gave the poor a libertz 
of gathering grapes in the vin, -yards, of gleaning! I 
the fields, and cven of rr yl ; off whole ſheave! 

but withal allowed 2yoiy ger the freedom of en 


teri 
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ring into another's vincyard, as often as he pleaſed, 
nd of eating as many grapes as he would, whether 
he maſter of the vineyard liked or no. 'And God 
des this reaſon for it, that the land of Ifrael was 
and the Iſraelites held it of him on this condition. 
c ves of this kind are eſtabliſhed in other repub- 

'chout the leaſt ſuſpicion of any injuſtice. Sol- 
nave a right to lodge in private houſes, to be 


parters, to be furniſhed with waggons and other ne- 
fſaries. The lord of a manor has a right, as he 
Rakes and whenever he pleaſes, to take the game and 
er of his tenants, though the lands on which the 
e fed do not belong to him; and even to hinder the 
on Wroprietors from touching any of them, though bred 
he Wh their grounds. 
Thus the whole body of the Lacedæmonian ſtate, 
nat Wnſilting of every individual in it, had publickly 
Ss W:nsferred to che youth a right of going into their 
y It dens and halls, and taking ſuch proviſions as they 
ink ed beſt. And theſe boys were no more criminal 
tan uſing this liberty, than the citizens of Athens for 
010 Wing into the gardens and orchards of Cimon, and 
anc ting thence what they wanted; becauſe every par- 
ns, cular man in Sparta was ſuppoſed to have unant- 
Tut ouſly given the boys, who after all were their own 
co ildren, the ſame permiſſion that Cimon granted the 
ob- Ienians, that were only his citizens. 
au As co the Scythians, amongſt whom theft was 
not rerely puniſhed, the reaſon of the difference is very 
12cSient, For the law, which is the ſole judge of the 
co Woperty and vie of our ſubſtance, had granted no pri- 
lege to any one private man over the ſlubſtance of 
other ; whereas the law of the Laced 4monians had 
n a1Wne juſt the concrary. It would have been a real 
DertyWett to have gone into the gardens of Pericles, I ne- 
1% 1ilocles, or Alcibiades, and taken the fruit thenee, 
avc Pt there was none in gathering it from the orchards 
en Limon and Pelopidas, becauſe they had wag” 
erin a 


iſted in them on their march, or in their winter 
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all their fellow-citizens into the enjoyment of that Hand 


part of their eſtates, pire 
There was no cauſe to apprehend that this SpartznWwit 
cuſtom ſhould teach the youth to ſteal upon other oc. M 7 


caſions. For the inſtitutions of Lycurgus, Which non 
prohibited the uſe of gold and filver money, and mil. 
obliged all the citizens to live and eat together, ha eſta. 
made the robbery of goods and money either ulcleſyMthe 
or impoſſible. And thus we don't find, that there am! 
ever was a difcovery made of ſo much as one rob eche 
bery at Lacedæmon for ſo many ages. bra! 
ner e 


| conf 
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THE FOURTH Pietct taken from the Hiſtory Mies 
the Greeks. not t 
won 
' The proſperous times £ Thebes, and deliverance i A ; 
10 
racu ſe. | 
"To je PUrpc 
S I deſign to be ſhort, I kave jdined theſe two" 


am 
n his 
nly 
mere 
nen, 
Th 
I. The proſperous days of Thebes. reat « 


No part of hiſtory, in my opinion, ſhews better ofÞ?P/ic: 
what real merit is capable, and of what ſervice zreaqFrami 
officers are to a ſtate, than what happened at Ihebq e em 
in a very ſhort ſpace of time. This city was vel nd th. 
weak in itſelf, and but lately in a manner reduced Ply. 
ſlavery. Lacedæmon on the other hand had lon But 
poſſeſſed the ſuperiority, and domineered over 4 men 
Greece. Two Thebans, by their courage and wißß rab! 


dom, brought down the formidable power of Spalts mo 
aun 01 


pieces of hiſtory together, though very ſepara 
in themſelves; and for the {ame reaſon, relating litt 
beſides, I ſhall content myſelf with laying oper th 
characters of thoſe who had the greateſt ſnhare it 
them, 
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at end raiſed their country to the higheſt pitch of em- 
pire and glory, I ſhall juſt touch upon this event, 

n vichout entering into particulars. 

- Theſe two Thebans were Pelopidas and Epami- 


cMnondas, both deſcended from the moſt illuſtrious fa- 
ad milies in che city. The firſt was born to a great 
1\Mctate, which he augmented very much by inheriting 


the eſtate of another very wealthy and flouriſhing 
amily. Poverty was in a manner hereditary to the 
other, but he rendered it ſtill more familiar and eaſy 
byaſerious application to philoſophy, and a plain man- 
ner of living, to which he always adhercd with entire 
conſtancy and uniformity. The one ſhewed the uſe 
that was to be made of riches, and the other of po- 
jerty. Pelopidas diſtributed his riches to all ſuch as 
food in need of them, and deſerved his afhſtance 
hewing, ſays Plutarch, that he was the maſter and 
not the ſlave of wealth. As he could never prevail 
won his friend Epaminondas to accept of his offers, 
nd make uſe of his ſubſtance, he learnt of him to 
re like a poor man in the midit of plenty. He 
purpoſely viſited the houſes of the poor, that he 
night know of them how to. want. He ſhould be 
hamed, he ſaid, of ſpending more at bis table or 
n his dreſs than the meaneſt Theban. And he was 
nly thus ſevere upon himſelf, that he might have 
merewithal to maintain a greater number of honeſt 
nen, who wanted aſſiſtance. 
They were both equally deſigned by nature for 
feat things, but with this difference, that Pelopidas 
plied himſelf molt to the exerciſe of the body, and 
paminondas to the cultivation of the mind. The 
ne employed all his leiſure in wreſtling and hunting, 
* other in converſation and ſtudy of philo- 
uy 1. 
But what has moſt of all been admired in them 
men of judgment is, that ſtrict friendſhip and un- 
1d wilff*rable union in which they lived during the whole 
Spart vurle of their lives, though almoſt always employed 
all Voz. III. N together, 
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together, either in the command of the army, or the Pear 
government of the commonwealch; an union, found— 
ed upon the mutual eſteem they had for each other, 

and increaſed hy the love of their country, which 
made each of them look upon the ſucceſs of the other 
as his own. This good underſtanding and agreement, 
ſo ſeldom or almoſt never found amongſt miniſters of 


ſtate, as may be ſeen in the caſe of the great men of He 
Athens, could ariſe only from a real greatneſs of ſou), Hfheb 
and a ſolid virtue, which not conſu! ting glory, o:pp1 
riches, the fatal fources of diflention and envv, and Theft 
conſidering only the intereſt and happineſs of theit Fran. 
country, was far ſuperior to the little weakneſs of tba rd 
mean jealouſy, which feels uneaſineſs at the mer itoffeſer 
others. tedon 
The firit and moſt glorious proof Pelopidas gave e pr 
bis courage and prudence was the bold deſign had laid bolta 
and executed, though then very young, of deliveringWents 
his country from the yoke of the Lacediemoniant heb: 
who had made themſelves maſters of the citadel He aft 
Thebes by ſurprize. He took care in a little tim d w 
to form a conſiderable conſpiracy againſt the tyrants Mid re: 
But though this affair had been carried on with Hic 
poſſible ſecrecy, within a moment before the execugfntag 
tion, a meſſenger, who had made all imaginab ral 1 
ſpeed, enquired for Archias the chief of the tyrantsing 1 
wx howere then feaſting together, and gave a letter int Hy o 
h.s hands, which he ſaid required immediate diſpatcngonter 
and was about ſerious affairs. And indeed it was ated : 
terwards known, that it contained a circumſtantiae Ki; 
count of the whole conſpiracy, * Archias ſmiling ing 
79o-morrow then, ſays he, for ſerious buſineſs ; and puur of 
the letter under the cuſhion on which he lolled. mn do m 
there was no to-morrow for him; for he was ki!:yffath ! 
thacnightwith all the tyrants, and the citadel recofſſired | 

vered, Phe change which ſoon after happened ifkly 
their aFairs, and the war which humbled the pride Fs had 
vards, 

* clas jridiaoa;* Ol rig at, T Th He uing 


Sparte 
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Garta, and deprived them of their empire by ſea and 
and, might properly be ſaid to be the work of that 
night, in which Pelopidas, without taking either 
altle or fort, with an handful of men, unlooſed, 
o uſe that expreſſion, and broke the bonds of the La- 
edemonian ſway, which ſeemed morally impoſkble 
5 have been either broken or unlooſed. 
He had afterwards a ſhare in all the victories which 
hebes gained over the Lacedæmonlans. After ſuch 
hppy and ſucceſsful expeditions, all the tovens in 
Theſſaly apply to Pelopidas for aſſiſtance againſt the 
yrant that oppreſſed them. He immediately ſets for- 
ard on his march, and gives them liberty by his 
reſence. The two competitors for the crown of Ma- 
don made choice of him to decide their quarrel], 
ole preſcribes them conditions of peace, and take 
ad tages of them for the ſecurity of their engage— 
inc ents; ſo great was then the fame of the power of 
hebes, and the confidence they placed in his juſtice, 
le afterwards went einbaſſador to the King of Perſia, 
imd d was received with the greateſt marks of diſtinction 
ts ad reſpect ; and whilſt the deputies of the other re- 
wa blicks were employed in ſerving their private ad- 
cu ntage, he was engaged ſolely in promoting the ge- 
dab ral intereſt of Greece; and without aſking any 
nts ing for his country, ſtudied only to procure the li- 
int ry of all the Greeks, and their entire independency. 
atch{Montented with having obtained that, and little af- 
1s afWcted with the magnificent preſents offered him by 
anti King, he accepted only of ſuch as, without en- 
ine hing him, barely expreſſed the good-will and fa- 
bur of the Prince. | | 
do many great actions terminated in a very glorious 
ath indeed, but not altogether ſuch as might be 
fired for ſo great a man; for Pelopidas purſuing too 
nkly the tyrant of Pheræ, who fled before him, 
i had covered himſelf behind the company of his 
mars, was at laſt overpowered by numbers, after 
ling acted prodigies of valour. He ſhould have 
N 2 remem- 
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remembered, that great men are accountable to their F 


country for their lives, and ought to die for that juſt 
alone, and not for themſelves, tze 
As to Epaminondas i, he has deſervedly been con- — 
lit 


ſidered as the greateſt man Greece ever produced, 
or perhaps the world, ® It would be hard to (ay, 
whether he was a better general or man. He had 
all the great qualities of the moſt famous captains, as 
Diodorus $iculus obſerves, and none of their vices, 
He was alike averſe to ambition and avarice. He 
ſought to procure his country the command, and no 
to command himſelf. Riches were fo far from bein; 


leaſt 
hic 
virty 
gran 
more 
abſo! 


and: 


a temptation, that he never ſuffered them to approach bing 
him; it ſeems as if he ſhould have thought himſelf"! 
diſhonoured by growing rich; and his poverty ate 
tended him to his grave, whither he was carried at pride 
the expence of the publick. As he was born poor Hi 
he reſolved to continue ſo; and his friend Pelopidz = 


could never prevail upon him to think otherwiſe. © 
„ am not aſhamed, ſaid he to him, of a poverty tha 
has not prevented me from deſerving the firſt em 
„ ployments in the commonwealth, and the com 
„ mand of her armies. Poverty has brought n 
<«<-ſhame upon me, nor will I bring any upon pover 
« ty, by quitting it.“ | 

» He was as little folicitous abont glory as money 


nem 
treat 
neſs « 
rials 

ming 
Im uſ; 


INoule 


He never made any intereſt for offices: Dignitie Th; 
courted him, and often did violence to his modeſty in ©? 
HO . m4 umm: 
obliging him to accept them : though he always dil © of 
charged them in ſuch a manner as did more honouW® e 
to them, than they to him. 42 
12 de 
1 Thebarum Epaminondam, n Gloriz qucque non cup einde 
haud ſcio an ſummum virum quam pecuniæ; quippe recur OW 
Graeciz, Cic, lib, 2. de Orat, n. omnia imperia ingeſta ſunt ; he 
139. nore{que ita geſſit, ut crnameat uv e . 
2 Fuit incertum, vir melior non accipere, ſed dare ipfi dig = Nu 
an cux eſſet. Nam & imperium tati videretur, Jam literatuß vas. 
non ſibi ſemper, ſed patriæ quæ - ftudium jam philoſophize doc 
ſivit: & pecuniz ade» parcus fuit, tanta, ut mirabile videretur, un E. 
ut ſumptus fine: i defuerit. Juſ- tam inſignis militiz ſcientia h ty 


tin lib, 6, cap. 8. 


min! inter literas nato. Juſt. f 
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His integrity, ſincerity, and invincible: love of 
juſtice, procured him the entire confidence of his ci- 
tizens, and even of his enemies. No body could avoid 
loving and admiring him for his good-nature and affa- 
bility, which nothing could alter; nor did they in the 
eaſt take away from the high eſteem and veneration, 


rirtues of this ſocial kind that Plutaren places the real 


| as % ol ” . 6 . 
"Werandeur of Epaminondas. Nor indeed is any thin 
i 4 oY ) 5 
1, nore extraordinary than ſuch qualities with an almoſt 

E b 24 k 4 þ : 

no abſolute power, in the midſt of wars, and victories, 
„„a at the head of the greateſt affairs; nor can any 
\ ing more neceſſary be propoſed for the imitation of 
co Mjecrions of quality, who are often tempted to ſubſti- 
m artifice, diſſimulation, airs of haughtineſs and 
ide, inſtead of them. 

His elevation of mind made him always bear with 
1, rildneſs and patience the jealouſy of his equals, 


„be ill humour of his citizens, the calumnics of his 
1 Wcmies, and the ingratitude of his country after his 
neat ſervices. P He was fully of opinion, that great- 


dou jeſs of foul conſiſted principally in ſuffering theſe 
7 rials without concern, complaining, or abating any 
gering of his zeal for the publick good; d becauſe the 

Il uſage of our country, like that of our parents, 
ne oeald be borne with ſubmiſſion, 


„There never was a greater maſter in the art of war. 
bim intrepid valour was united with the moſt con- 


A nmate prudence. And all theſe virtues were no leſs 


de effect of his excellent education, than of his hap- 
genius. From his infancy he had expreſſed ſuch a 
onderful taſte for ſtudy and labour, that one would 
fender how a man born in the midit of letters, and 


z h | . 
nentul * "Hy nnd ia tyxeartiia, yarobLuying, Try H conilinol; 
; dig Wis Inatogirn, xat At arttixaxay Wore ©, Ibid. 

tera r Wie T2257 74, Plut. in Pel. q Ut parentum ſævitiam, fic 


D To de guxdpdvrnjpa xa} v] patriæ, patiendo ac ferendo lenien- 
Ü EmapativenTa; nvsyxe Tea dam eſſe. Liv, lib, 37. n. 34. 
» {iya jaipog avTetiag nal pr 
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which his great qualities had gained him. „It is. in 


oy 
63 7 


4 
4 
175 


— 
1 
— R + 


* 2 
* 1 P 
r 
> — 4 


3 + Ip. 9G A 


$4 3 
— F 2 BY * 2 
R = —— 

= 


w — "AT — 
A —— -—It 2 
—— — . ů ð*˖—Dvᷣ( 
FR Ne - 
—_— — — . 

— — — 


8 1 
2 . 
q 6'»kö- tr Fen 
4 — 2 * * 
PC. \ a 
at as — 
— = — 2; l 
* — 


— 
. — 8 - 
r — 

-f & + IS 
2 


270 Of Prefane Hiſtory. 


brought up in the boſom of philoſophy, could have pof. my! 
ſibly acquired ſo perfect a knowledge in the art of war 2! 
Thus great men are formed; which we canno rela 
inculcate too much into youth deſigned for the army 
the ſervice of the ſtate, or any employment in gener; 
whatſoever, as ſeveral of them are apt to look ups; 
ſtudy as uſcleſs, and almoſt diſhonourable. * Tully i The 
his third book de Oratore gives a long liſt of the mof 
illuſtrious officers in Greece, who were all very induf 
trious to improve their minds by the ſtudy of the {cif , . 
ences, and philoſophy in particular. Among the tide 
were Piſiſtratus, Pericles, Alcibiades, Dion of 8 Pla 
racuſe, whom we ſhall fpeak of by and by, Timo dati 
theus the ſon of Conon, Ageſilaus, and Epaminon Plat 
das. Tis a great misfortune for perſons raiſed to pte eam 
ferments 1 the adminiſtration of publick affairs, ti ue 
enter upon them, as Tully expreſſes it, naked an Pn 
unarmed, 1. e. without knowledge, underſtanding 2 
or almoſt any tincture of the ſciences that adorn an,?! 
cultivate the mind. Nunc contra plerique ad honor mad 
edipiſcendos, & ad rempublicam gerendam nudi veniu 0 
atque inermes, nulla cognitiene rerum, nulla ſcienii 10 
ornati. l cad 
| the 
II. The Deliverance of Syracuſe. F 
age 
Two very illuſtrious men were engaged in reſtorin wr 
liberty to Syracuſe, Dion and Timoleon. The i wiſd 
laid the foundations, and the ſecond entirely finiſneſi with 
that great work. than 
him, 
| D I O No ; lerie 
I queſtion whether among the lives of illuſtrio whe 
men left us by Plutarch, there is one more beautif 3 
and curious than that of Dion; but there is certain! Da 
none which ſhews more the value of a good educ- 
tion, and of what great advantage the converſation MF , 
men of learning and virtue may be, I ſhall confii i „cdu 


7 Lib. 3, de Oratore, n. 137, 141, e ©# Ibid, n. y 
m 
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myſelf chiefly to this point, by making ſome reflec- 


tions on ſuch circumitances in the life of Dion as 
relate to it, 


REFLECTION THE FIRST. 


The conver ſation of men learning aud prolity very 


uſeful to Princes. 


Dion was brother to Ariſtomache, the wife of the 
elder Dionyſus. A kind of chance, or rather, ſays 
Plutarch, a peculiar providence, which laid the foun- 
dations of the liberty of Syracuſe at a diſtance, Jed 
Plato thither, the prince of philoſophers. Dion be- 
came his friend and diſciple, and iraproved very 
much by his lectures. For tho' educated in flaviſh 
principles under a tyrant, and habituatcd to a cow- 
ardly and ſervile ſubjection; tho” bred up in pomp and 
pleaſures, and accuſtomed to a kind of lite, which 
made all happineſs conſiſt in voluptuouſneſs and mag - 
nificence; he had no ſooner heard the diſcourſes of 
this philoſopher, and taited of that philoſophy which 
leads to virtue, than he found his ſaal enflamed with 
the love of it. | 

The ſecond Dionyſus ſucceeded his father at an 
pe, when, as * Livy ſays of another King of Syra- 
cuſe, he was ſo far from being able to govern with 
wiſdom, that he was ſcarce capable of uſing his liberty 
with moderation. He was no ſooner upon the throne, 
than the courtiers took pains to get the aſcendant of 
him, and beſet the young prince with continual flat- 
teries, Their whole employment was to find out 
every vain amuſement for him, to engage him con- 
tinually in feaſting, the company of women, and all 
other ſhameful pleaſures, Dion, being fully of opi- 
nion thatallthevicesof the young Dionyſius proceeded 


t Puerum, vix dum libertatem, tores atque amici ad precipitans 
necdurm dominationem, modieè dum in omnia vitia acceperunt. 
liturum, Læti id ingenium tu- Liv. lib. 24. n. 4. 


N. 4 only 


— * 
933 * 2 
4 « 


r n 
= 
at 


PET. I'D n 
* — - —_— — 
r 

hs > * < 


a+ 


& 
—— — — 


© Ee BY” > * 


a 2 * — 
* fg — * 4 - 
* — — 
— — S 
= => - 
— » ©, __" £5 - FP * 
> — Du 4 
—— on © + — 2 in 


272 Of Profane Hiſtory. 

only from his bad education, endeavoured to intro. 
duce him into good converſation, and give him a taſte 
of diſcourſe, capable of improving his manners. To 
this end he prevailed upon him to ſend for Plato to his 
court, And though the philoſopher had no great in- 
clination for the journey, as expecting no great bene- 
fit from it, he could not reſiſt the earneſt ſolicitations 
which were made him from all parts. He therefore 
came to Syracuſe, and was received with extraordi- 
nary marks of honour and diſtinction, 

Plato found the moſt happy diſhoſitions in the wor!d 
in the young Dionyſius, who gave himſelf up without 
reſerve to his lectures and advice. But as he had very 
much improved him ſelf by the inſtructions and ex- 
ample of his maſter Socrates, the moſt ſkilful man 
that ever the Pagan world produced for inſtilling a 
taſte for truth, he was cireful to manage the young 
tyrant with wonderful addreſs, declining to oppoſe his 
paſſions directly, labouring to gain his confidence by 
Kindneſs and inſinuation, and ſtudying to make virtue 
at once amiable to him, and vi&orious over vice, 
which holds men only in chains by the allurements, 
pleaſures, and deliphts it lays before them. 

The change was ſudden and ſurpriſing. The young 
Prince, who had wallowed till then in idleneſs, ſen- 
ſuality, and the conſequential ignorance of every duty, 
awakeningasit were from a lethargy, began to open his 
eyes, to diſcern the beauty of virtue, to have a taſte 
for the pleafures and joys of a ſolid and agreeable con- 
verſation, and gave himſelf up as eagerly to the deſire 
of being taught and inſtructed, as before he was 
averſe to if, and abhorred it. The court, which is 
the ape of Princes, and conforms univerſally to their 
inclinations, entered into the ſame ſentiments. All 
the rooms of the palace were like ſo many ſchools of 
geometry, covered with the duſt the geometricians 
uſed in tracing their lines; and in a little time the 
ſtudy of philoſophy, and the moſt ſublime ſciences, 
became the general and prevailing; taſte, Th 
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The great advantage of theſe ſtudies, with reference 
to a Prince, is not only the ſtoring his mind with an 
infinity of very curious, uſeful, and often neceſlary 
branches of knowledge, but alſo the withdrawing 
him from a ſtate of idleneſs, and indolence, and the 
vain amuſements of a court; the inuring him to a 


life of ſeriouſneſs and application; the railing a defire 


in him of being inſtructed in the duties of royalty, 
and becoming acquainted with ſuch as have excelled 


in the art of reigning; in a word, the enabling him 
to govern by himſelf, and ſee every thing with his 
own eyes, that is, to be truly a King. But this will 


be always oppoſed by courtiers and Hatterers, as Was 


now the cafe of Dionyſius the younger. 


REFLECTIONTTHE SECOND... 


Flatterers, the fatal peſt of courts, and ruin of Princes, - 


What Tully ſays of flattery with relation to friend- 
ſhip, is no leſs true with reference to the courts. of 
Princes, that it is a moſt mortal poiſon. “ Sie haben- 


* 


dum eft, nullum in amicitia peſtem eſſe majorem, quam 


adulationem. By flatterers he means falſe and double 
minded men, of an eaſy and pliable diſpoſition, who 
like Poteus put on a thouſand different forms as o- 
cation offers, attentive only to pleaſe the Prince, con- 
tantly employed in ſtudying his taſte and inclinations, 
and reading his deſires in his countenance, never lay- 
ing before him any offenſive truth, contradicting. him 
in nothing, and talking always the ſame language 
with him. Guards, ſays an ancient writer, are ſct 
wund the palaces of Kings to keep off enemies lefs 
dangerous than flattery. enty 
enters not only into the cabinet, but the heart of a 


bus imperium deprædatur; regum- 
bid. n. 91, 93. que nobiliſſim am partem, aninam 
* Sola quippe bec (adulatio) nimirumy aggreditur. Syneſ. de 
Kquicquan vigilantibus ſatelliti- regno. | 
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Prince, and js induſtrious to deprive him of what is 
molt precious and eflential to his happineis; I mean, a 
wiſe and equitable ſpirit, the diſcernment of truth and 
falſnood, the love of juſtice and publick good. 

It is not ſurpriſing that a young Prince like Dio. 
nyſius, who would have found it difficult to have 
ſtood his ground with the moſt excellent diſpoſition, 
and amidit the beſt examples, ſhould at laſt give way 
to ſo great a temptation in a court that had long 
been infected, where there was no emulation but in 
vice, and ſurrounded with a multitude of flatterers, 
who were continually praiſing and commending him, 
They began with ridiculing the retired life he was 
made to lead, and the ſtudies to which he applied him- 
ſelf, as if calculated to make a philoſopher of him, 
They went farther, and took pains to render the zeal 
of Dion and Plato ſuſpected and even odious to him, 
by repreſenting them“ as troubleſome reformers and 
haughty pedagogues, who aſſumed an authority oye 
him, which was neither fit for his age or condition, 
At laſt Dion and Plato, under different pretexts, an 
at different times, were baniſhed the court, which a 
bandoned itfelf again to every kind of excets and riot, 

We ſee from hence how dithcult it is for a Prince t 
eſcape the ſnares that are laid for him by the concur 
rence of a ſmall] number of perſons, in the firſt place 
or employments about him, and intereſted to tayou 
each other, to conceal from him part of what he 
ought to know, and to agree upon certain points, not 
withſtanding their ſeparate intereſts, jealouſies, an 
ſecret hatred, that they alone may be ſole maſters of 
affairs, may engroſs the Prince's confidence, and keep 
him a kind of priſoner, within the narrow circle thc 
have drawn around him. Claudentes principem ſent 
E agentes ante omnia ne quid ſcat, 


y Vix artibus heneſtis pudor tur. Tacit, annal Ib. 14. cop. 15 
retinetur, nedum in er certamina 2 Triſtes & ſupercilioſos aliend 
"vitiorum pudicitia,. aut modeſtia, vitæ cenſores publicos pædagogo- 
gut quidquam probi mores ſervare- Scl. ec, ep. 123. 
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REFLECTION THE THIRD. 


The great qualities of Dion intermixed with ſome flight 
| faults. | 


It is difficult to find ſo many excellent qualities in 
one ſingle perſon, as in the Prince we are ſpeaking 
of. Greatneſs of ſoul, noble ſentiments, generoſity 
in diſtributing his fortune, heroick courage in the field, 
joined with uncommon temper and prudence, and a 
vaſtneſs of mind, capable of the largeſt views, a re- 
ſolution unſhaken in the greateſt dangers and moſt 
ſudden changes of fortune, a love for his countty and 
the publick good carried almoſt to an exceſs, were- 
part of the virtues of Dion. He imbibed the precepts - 
ci philoſophy with an ardour of which Plato ſays he 
had ſeen but few inſtances.; and he ſtudied it, not out 
of curioſity or vanity, but to know his duty, and 
make.it the rule of his conduct, 
Though paſhonately addicted to philoſophy, the 
ſtudy of it never diverted him from his duty, “as he 
knew how. to contain his paſſion for it within due 
bounds. After Dionyſius had obliged him to leave 
Syracuſe and Sicily, he led the moſt agreeable life in 


his exile that can poi:bly be imagined for a man that 


had once taſted the pleaſures of ſtudy; enjoying in 
tranquillity the converſation of philotopers, aſſiſting 
at their diſputes, and making a conſiderable figure 
amongſt them thro' his excellent genius and the fo- 


lidity of his judgment; viſiting the cities of learned 


Greece, to collect in bem, if I may be allowed the 
exprethon, the lower or the men of genius, and to con- 


ſult the ableſt politicians, leaving every where behind 


him the marks of his liberality and magnificence, 


equally beloved and reſpected by ail that knew hum, 


Retinuitque, quod eft difficillimum, ex ſapientia modum. Tacit, 


in vit. Agric, n. 4. 
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and receiving extraordinary honours wherever he paſ- 
ſed, which. were paid ſtill more to his merit than his 
birth. "Twas from ſo pleaſing a life as this that he 
tore himſelf to al it his country, which implored his 
protection, and to deliver it from the yoke of ty- 
ranny, under which it had long groaned. _ 

A bolder attempt perhaps was never formed, nor 
at the ſame time ever met with greater ſucceſs. He 
ſet out with no more than eight hundred men, and 
two merchant fhips, to engage with ſo formidable 
a power as that of Dionyſius. Who would have 
& thought, ® ſays an hiſtorian, that a man with two 
c merchant ſhips would have been able to dethrone 


4 2 Prince, who had four hundred ſhips of war, an 


c hundred thoufand foot, ten thouſand horſe, provi- 
cc ſion of arms and corn in proportion, and as much 
< treaſure as was requiſite to maintain and pay fo 
numerous an army, who beſides this was maſter of 
one of the greateſt cities in Greece, with ports, arſe- 
£ nals, and impregnable forts, and ſupported and for- 
ce tified by a great number of very powerful allies ? 
4 'The cauſe of Dion's great ſucceſs was his magna- 
4e nimity and courage, and the affection borne him 
„ by thoſe, whoſe liberty he was to procure,” 

But what I find moſt beautiful in the life of Dion, 
moſt worthy of admiration, and, if I may be allow- 
ed to ſpeak ſo, moſt ſuperior to the (common ſenti- 
ments of mankind, is that greatneſs of foul and un- 
heard-of patience, with which he bore the ingratitude 
of his ſellow-citizens, He had left all to come to their 
aſſiſtance, he had brought the tyranny to its laſt gaſp ; 
and was upon the point of reſtoring them to their full 
liberty. And as a reward for ſo many ſervices, wy 
ſhamefully exp// him their city in company of a ſmall 
handſul of ſoldiers, whoſe fidelity they could not cor- 
rupt ; they load him with injuries, and add the moſt 
cruel abuſes to their treachery. And tho? he wanted 
no more to revenge himſelf of thoſe ungrateful re- 


d Diod, Sic, kit, lib, 16, 
bels, 
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bels, than to give the word, and deliver them up to 
the indignation of his ſoldiers; having a like command 
over them as himſelf, he checks their impetuoſity, 
and without diſarming them lays a reftraint upon theit 


juſt reſentment, not allowing them in the very heat 


and fire of battle to do more than intimidate his ene- 
mics without killing them; becauſehe conſidered them 
ſtill as his fellow-citizens and brethren. 

He ſaid upon another occaſion, “that officers uſu- 
cc ally paſſed their days in the exerciſe of arms, and 
« in learning the art of war; that for his part he had 
« ſpent a long time at Athens in the academy, to learn 
« there how to conquer wrath, envy and revenge; 
« that to be civil and obliging to one's friends and men 
of probity was no mark of having conquered our 
& paſſions; but to behave with humanity tawards 
e thoſe who have done us wrong, and to be always 
ready to pardon them.— It is true, he ſaid, 
« according to human laws, 'tis admitted to be more 
« excuſable to revenge ourſelves of ſuch as have in- 
* jured us, than to be the firſt in doing young to 
«© others. But if we conſult nature, we ſhall find 
„ that both theſe faults have but one root, and that 
* there is as much weakneſs in revenging an injury, 
« as in firſt committing it.” 

All the wrongs and ingratitude of his country were 
not capable of making any abatements in his zeal. 
After various changes of fortune he reſtored its I- 
berty, and expelled the tyrants. But he had not the 
pleaſure of enjoying the fruit of his labours-. A 
traitor formed a conſpiracy againſt him, and aſſaſſi- 
nated him in his own houſe. His death involved 
dyracuſe in new misfortunes, | 

I think we cannot charge Dion with any more than 
one fault; he had ſomething rough and ſevere in his 
temper, which rendered him unſociable and difficult 
of acceſs, and kept men of the greateſt probity and 
his beſt friends too much at a diſtance. Plato had 
often put him in mind of this failing. He had even en- 

deavoured 
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deavoured to correct it by bringing him particularly ac. 
uainted with a philoſopher of a thearful and facetious 
tifpolition, and very capable of inſpiring him with 
kind andobliging ſentiments. He afterwards remind- 
ed him of it by a letter, wherein he ſays, © Conſi- 
« der, I beg of you, that you are accuſed of want— 
ing good nature and affability; and always remem- 
« ber, that the moſt certain means to make affairs 
£ ſucceed, is to render one's ſelf agreeable tothoſe with 
«© whom we have to treat, 4 Haughtineſs baniſhes 
« friends and companions, and reduces a man to live 
ce jn ſolitude.” < Notwithſtanding he was blamed for 
his too great auſterity and uſing an inflexible ſeverit 
towards the people, he was never obſerved to depatt in 
the leaſt from it, either from being naturally averſe to 
the arts of inſinuation and perſuaſion, or that in the 
deſign he had of correcting and reforming the Syracu- 
ſtans, who were ſpoiled and corrupted by the adulati— 
on and complacency of their orators, he thought him- 


© ENU Je nat 37; Tourty - 
y ivdecięoc rod TmeoohnxovTG See- 
erturinde eivai. A ανν N ant re 
Es dr 01a rod ageonuiiy Teig g- 
Toi, tat 1d mgaTTEW Ely, 

d HN ata tenuia fovoinogs 
This thought of Plato's is extreme- 
ly beautiful, but not ſo obvious 
at firſt fight. M. Dacier has tranſ- 
lated it thus, Haughbtineſs js al- 
ways the companion of ſolitude ; 
which carries with it no idea, or 
rat er preſents one directly oppo- 
bie to reality. For it is falſe, 
that bhaughtineſs is always alone. 
A fingle man, with no body a- 
bout him, is little ſuſceptible of it, 
and has no opportunity of ſhew- 
ing it. This vice requires wit- 
neiles and ſpectators, This there- 
fore is not Plato's meaning; who 
intends to ſay, that havghtineſs 
drives away the reſt of mankind ; 
thac it removes thoſe from us 
with whom we ought to.live in 


the greateſt union; whereas aſſabi. 
lity gains great men abundance 
of followers, and makes then 
live in a manner amidſt a mul- 
titude of perfons, even ſuch 2: 
are ſtrangers and unknown, wo 
gladly approach them, and take 
pains to attach themſelves to them; 
whereas haughtineſs makes a d- 
ſert around them, puts all to fiat, 
and reduces them to as great a de- 
gree of ſolitude, as though they 
were in a wilderneſs, and by that 
means deptives them of the «f.il- 
tance of the perſons bey fanden 
need of for the ſucceſs of their f- 
fairs, H & abdadeia, tenpic - 
voile, Haughbtineſs reduces 4 nun 
to ſolitude, ; 
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ſelf obliged to a more reſolute and manly behaviour, 
Dion was miſtaken in the moſt eſſential point of 
overning. From the throne to the loweſt office in the 
* whoever is to command and direct others, ought 
principally to ſtudy the f art of gaining the affections of 
mankind, of moulding and turning them at pleaſure, 
and conciliating them to our own views; which can 
never be effected by domineering over them, by haugh- 
tily commanding them, or barely pointing out their 
duty to them with a rigid inflexibility. There is a 
Readineſs and reſoiution, or rather an obſtinate ſeve- 
rity, even in the purſuit of virtue, and the exerciſe of 
all employments, which is apt to degenerate into vice, 
when carried too far, I own we are never allowed to 
bend the rule; but it is always commendable, and 
often neceſſary, to ſoften and make it more tractable 
which is principally done by an obliging and inſinuat- 
ing behaviour; by not rigorouſly inſiſting upon the 
performance of the moſt minute circumſtance of duty; 
by overlooking ſuch little faults as-ſcarce deſerve no- 
tice; and remonſtrating mildly upon thoſe that are 
more conſiderable; in a word, by endeavouring by 
all poſhble means to gain the love of others, and to 
render virtue and duty agreeable, | 


II. T1iMOLEON. 


Timoleon, who was a native of Corinth, compleat- 
ed at Syracuſe what Dion had ſo happily begun; and 
ſignalized himſelf in that expedition by amazing ex- 
ploits of valour and wiſdom, which made him equal 
in glory to the greateſt men of his age. After he had 
obliged "hand a> to quit Sicily, he recalled all the ci- 
tizens, whom the tyrants had baniſhed into different 
countries; he got together ſixty thouſand of them to 
re- people the deſerted city; he divided the lands 


f This is what an ancient poet rel ina ret um oratio, Cic, Lib. 1, 
called, flexanima atque cn.aium de Divin, n. 80. 
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among them, gave them laws, and eſtabliſhed a form 
of civil government in conjunction with commiſh- 
oners from Corinth; he cleared all Sicily of tyrants, 
with which it had been long infeſted, reſtored peace 
and ſecurity in all places, and ſupplied the cities ru- 
med by the war with all things neceſſary for re- in- 
ſtating themſelves, | "IEA | 

After ſuch glorious actions, which had gained him 
unlimitted credit, he voluntarily renounced his au- 
thority, and paſſed the reſt of his life at Syracuſe as 
a private man, enjoying the grateful ſatisfaction of 
| ſeeing ſo many cities, and ſuch multitudes of people 
indebted for their tranquillity and happineſs to him, 
But he was ever reſpected, and conſulted as the com- 
mon oracle of Sicily. There was no treaty of peace, 
no new Jaw, no diviſion of lands, no-regulation of 
policy made without Timoleon's being concerned in 
it, and giving the laſt hand to it. 

In his old age he had the trial of a very ſevere af- 
fiction, which he bore with an aſtoniſhing patience; 
I mean the loſs of his ſight. This accident was ſv fat 
from diminiſhing the people's conſideration and re- 
ſpect that they had for him, that it ſerved only to aug- 
ment them. The Syracuſans were not ſatisfied with 
paying him frequent viſits ; but carried all ftrangers 
that travelled amongſt them to his houſe either in town 
or country, to ſhew them their benefactor and deli- 
verer. If any matter of moment was to be debated 
in the publick aſſembly they called him to their 
aſſiſtance; and as for him, he came in a chariot. drawn 
by two horſes through the forum into the theatre, 
and entered the aſſembly in the ſame chariot amic:! 
the ſhouts and joyful acclamations of the whole peo- 
ple. When he had given his opinion, which was 
always religioufly obſerved, his ſervants carried him 
back in his chariot acrofs the theatre, the whole peo- 
ple re- conducting him beyond the gates of the city 
with the like acclamations and applauſes. | 

6 They 
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They paid him ſtill greater honours after his death. 
His funeral was ſolemnized with the utmoſt magni- 
ficence, and the greateſt ornament of it was the tears 
and bleſſings beſtowed by the people upon the deceaſ- 
ed, which were not the effect of mere cuſtom and de- 
cency, but proceeded from a ſincere affection and the 
moſt cordial gratitude. They farther made an ordi- 
nance, that every year for the future upon the day of 
his death, games of muſick, wreſtling, and horſe- races 
ſhould be celebrated in honour of his memory. . _ 
Nothing ever was more conſummate than what 
hiſtory tells us of Timoleon. I don't mean only his 
great exploits in the field, and the good ſuccefs of all 
his enterprizes: What I admire moſt in him is his 
warm and diſintereſted love for the publick good, re- 
ſerving to himſelf only the pleaſure of ſeeing others 
happy by his ſervices; his freedom from all inſolence 
of power and pride of worth, his retirment into the 
country, his modeſty, moderation, declining of ho- 
nours, and what is ſtill more extraordinary, his aver- 
hon to all flattery, and even for the juſteſt praiſe, 
When at any time mention was made of his wiſdom, 
his valour, and the glory he had acquired in 4 yy + 
the tyrants ; he only replied, that he thought himſelf 
highly indebted to the Gods, for making choice 6f 
him to be the miniſter of their will, when they de- 
termined to reftore the peace and liberty of Sicily; 
for he was thoroughly perfaaded, that all human 
events were directed and governed by the ſecret or- 
ders of divine Providence. | 
I cannot conclude this article concerning the go- 
vernment of Sicily, without defiring the reader to 
compare the happy and peaceable old age of Timo- 
leon, who was eſteemed, honoured, and beloved by 
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s Cum ſuas laudes andiret præ · ſe potiſſimum ducem efie voluĩſſent. 
dcari, nunquam aliud dixit, quam Nihil enim rerum humanarum fine 
ſe in ea re maximas diis agere gra- deorum numine agi putabat. Cor- 
tias atque habers, qudd, eùm Sici- nel. Nep. in Vit, Timol, cap. 4. 
liam recreate conflituiſlent, tum 


every 


r —“Ä0 Pg Ow 


x 
— 


—— 
<a 
— 7% 


—— 


4 
- 
Fl 
'F 
0 
if 
j4 


—————— 


_— 
2 ir rarming anig 
IS —— es _ tg 


— — 
2 8 


— 2 
2 


12 2 


＋—ů ů * 22 
= 


— —ve a3 - 
2 — "x 
—_— 


2 2 * 
.. 
— a 


2 
* Is 


” * 7 — « * 
1 * 
8 — W 12 
— — ® 7 


= Fe 


Sz 
* 


— 9 Is 
— bs = 
e 


> — 
2 * — —_— CO. 8 2 
. © „ oo N * W 0 


— 


— 


4 
's 


— 
— 


. 
" "ve > g 
—" 2 — ps — LA 
2 . . © I "ENS. "1 
= SE — n I = b 
mn” * — 
2 


- v T 


282 Of - Profane Hiſtory. 
every body, with the miſerable life of Dionyfug 


the tyrant (I mean the father) who was continu. 
ally haunted with terror and apprehenſion, the hor. 
ror and execration of the publick. * During the 
whole courſe of his reign, which laſted eight and 
thirty years, he wore a cuiraſs of braſs under his robe, 
He never made a ſpeech to the people, but from the 
top of a tower. And not daring to rely upon any of 
his friends or kindred, he took foreigners and flaves 
to guard him, going abroad as ſeldom as he could, 
his fear obliging him to condemn himſelf to a kind 
of perpetual impriſonment, "That he might not tru} 
his life and throat in the hands of a barber, he mace 
his daughters ſhave him, who were then very younz ; 
and when they were grown up, he took the ſciſiu's 
and razor out of their hands, and taught them to 
ſinge off bis hair and beard with nut- ſhells; ! and at 
laſt did this office himſelf, evidently not caring to 
rely any longer upon his own daughters. He never 
went by night into the apartments of his wives, with- 
out cauſing them to be thoroughly ſearched, and 
with great care. His bed was encompaſled with a 
very large and deep entrenchment, having a draw- 
bridge, which opened a pallage to it. After he had 
wel] bolted and barred the doors of his chamber, 
he raiſed this bridge, that he might ſleep ſecurely. 
* Neither his brother, nor his ſon, were allowed 
to come into hs chamber without changing their 
clothes, and being ſearched by the guards. Can a 
life of ſuch continual jealouſy. and terror be properly 
called reigning, or even living? A King, who really 
deſerves that name, needs no guards but for form, 
and the outward ſplendor of Majeſty, ® as he lives 


k Cic. lib. 5, Tuſc. Queſt. n. 58, Clem. cap. 13. 
62. m Quod tutius imperium eff, 
i Lib. 2. de Off. n. 25. quam illud, quod amoie & caritate 
k Plut. in vit. Dion. munitur? Quis ſecurior quam rex 
princeps, ſuis beneficiis tutus, ille, quem non metuunt, ſed cul 
nihil prefidio eget: arma orna- metuunt ſubditi? Syneſ. de regno. 
menti cauſa habet. Sen. lib, 1. de 
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in the midſt of his own family, ſees none but his own 
children, wherever he goes, viſits none but his friends, 
and is always in a country committed to his care and 
tenderneſs, whilft all his ſubjects, inſtead of fearing 
him, are only afraid for him. 

What compariſon, * ſays Tully in one of his books 
of Tuſculan Queſtions, is there between the wretched 
and fearful life of Dionyſius the tyrant, and that of 
Plato, Archytas, and a great many other philoſo- 
phers, who lived at the fame time? This Prince in 
the midſt of pomp and grandeur, condemned by his 
own choice to a kind of dungeon, excluded the con- 
verſation of all good men, paſſed his life with ſlaves, 


wretches, and Barbarians, regarding every man as an 


enemy, Who ſet a juſt value upon liberty, employed 
only in murder and bloodihed, and ſpending his days 
and nights in continual terror. "The others, united 
by the tame ſentiments of happineſs and taſte of ſtudy, 
formed amongſt themſelves the molt pleaſing and a- 
greeable ſociety that can poſſibly be imagined, exempt 
from. all care and uneaſineſs, and. knowing no other 
pleaſure than what ariſes from the contemplation of 
truth, and the love of virtue, wherein theſe philoſo- 
phers placed the whole happineſs of man. | 

o*T'was in their ſchool, and from their converſa- 
tions, that Dion had imbibed theſe principles and ſen- 
timents, which he endeavoured to inſti] into the 
young Dionyſius, exhorting him to govern his ſubjects 
with humanity and tenderneſs, as a good father go- 
verns his family. “ Conſider, faid he, that the chains 
« which ſupport and ſtrengthen a monarchical go- 
% vernment, and which your father boaſted he had 
© made as hard to break as adamant, are neither fear 
« nor force, as he imagined, a great number of gal- 
lies, nor a guard of thouſands of Barbarians; but 
e the affection, love and gratitude, which the virtue 
« and juſtice of Princes raiſe in the hearts of their 
60 people; and that chains formed by ſuch ſentiments, 


* Lib. 3. Tuſc, Queſt, N. 63, 66, * Plut. in, vit. Dion. 
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ee though more gentle and leſs heavy than others ſo 
hard and ſtiff, are however much ſtronger with re- 
© guard to duration, and contribute more firmly to 
the ſupport of the ſtate: That beſides a Prince is 
neither honoured, nor eſteemed, for being richly 
* apparelled, for his furniture or retinue, or for ſpend. 
« ing his days in luxury and pleaſures, if he has no 
© advantage in point of reaſon and underſtanding 
© over the leaſt of his ſubjects, and is ſo wholly em- 
& ployed in the decoration of his body apartments, 
< as to neglect adorning the palace of his mind as 
becomes the majeſty of a King.” 


NN NN NN 
ARTICLE the SECOND. 
Of the Roman Hiſtory. 


| OW prejudiced ſoever Livy may ſeem in favour 
of the people, whoſe hiſtory he writes, we 
eannot deny but the high encomium he gives them 
in the beginning of his work is very well grounded; 
and it muſt be owned with him, that there never 
was a republick more powerful, or governed with 
greater juſtice, or more abundant in glorious exam- 
ples; where avarice and luxury were later introdu- 
ced, or where poverty and frugality were had in fo 
. great honour during ſo great a length. Ceterum, ſays 
Huey, aut me amor negotii ſuſcepti ſallit, aut nulla un- 
quam reſpublica nec major, nec ſanctior, nec bonis exem- 
plis ditior fuit; nec in quam tam ſeræ avaritia luxuria- 
gue immigraverint; nec ubi iantus ac tamdiu pauperta- 
ti ac parſimoniæ honos fuerit. | 
Providence, having ſhewn in Nebuchadnezzar, 
Cyrus, and Alexander, with what eaſe it ſubverts the 


greateſt empires, and erects new ones, was pleaſed to 
| eſtabliſh 


tantæ 
cundur 
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eſtabliſh one of a very different kind, which ſhould 
in no reſpect reſemble the impetuoſity of the former, 
or beowing to thoſe tumultuous circumſtances, where- 
in chance jeemed to have a greater ſhare than wiſdom; 
an empire, which was to increaſe by juſt degrees and 
proportions, which ſhould conquer by method and . 
grow ſtrong by the wiſdom of counſels and patience; 
whoſe power ſhould be the fruit of every human vir- 
tue, and which in all theſe particulars ſhould deſerve 
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to become the model of every other government. With 70 

this view ſuch diſtant foundations were laid as were | fg 
ſufficient to ſupport the mighty edifce deſigned to be oF 
raiſed upon them. Providence had made preparati- . 

ons for it by a long ſucceſſion of great men, and a 4 i 
% chain of fingular events, which the heathen world * 
could not avoid admiring, and over which they were 99 
forced to own the divinity preſided. ? Livy in the {; bl 
beginning of his hiſtory ſays, that the original and © 36 
foundation of the greateit empire in the world could 7 i 

be no other than the work of the fates, and the effect . 10 

of the peculiar protection of the Gods, 4 He makes 1 

ur Romulus declare, as ſoon as he is admitted into hea- 4 if 
= ven, that it is the will of the Gods that Rome ſhould 1 
ty become the capital of the univerſe, and that no hu- | þ 
er nan power ſhould be able to withſtand it. * He in- 15 
th dultriouſly enumerates the prodigiss which from the 1 
* rſt foundation of the city announced its future great- 1 
u- ness, and takes notice of a kind of ſecr2t inſtinct and on 
o Nertain foreſight of the power, for which it was in- | 8 
ys tended, in ſeveral of thoſc who governed it at firſt, | * 
L.A Laſtly, Plutarch ſays in expreſs terms, that whoever 1 Þ 
confiders the conduct and actions of the Romans with 4 

p Debebatur, ut opinor, fatis opes humanas armis Romanis re- a i] 

tantæ origo urbis, maxinique ſe- fiftere yolle, Ibid, n. 16. = 


— 


cundum deorum opes 1mper!: pg r Inter princivia condendi hujus 
cipium. Liv, lib. 1. n. 4 operis, (Capitalii, moviſſe numen 

q4 Abi: nuncia Romanis, Ce 24 indicandum tanti imperii mo- 4% 
leſtes ita velle, ut mea Roma lem trad.tur ecos, Ibid, n. 35. 
put orbis terrarum fit Sciant: $ Plut, in vit. Romul. 
que, & ita poſteris tradant, 11) 42 N 
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186 Of Profane Hiſtory. 
the leaſt attention, muſt clearly diſcover, that they 
could never have attained to that height of glory they 
did, if the Gods had not taken care of them from the ; 
beginning, and there had not been ſomething miracu- 
lous and divine in their original. And in another 75, 
place, which in my opinion is well worthy notice, 
4 t he attributes that incredible rapidity ef conqueſts, 
| which aſtoniſhed the univerſe, not to the efforts of | 
human prudence and valour, but to the ſpecial pro- \ 
tection of the gods, whole favour, like an impetuous WNu 
wind, in the ſwift progreſs of ſucceſſes, ſeemed in MWma? 
haſte to augment and extend the Roman power. the 

It is of the hiſtory of this people that I am now un- hi 
dertaking to give ſome idea, To this end I ſhall pro- Wits c 
duce only ſome ſelect pieces of it, as I have done al- Hear 
ready in treating the hiſtory of the Greeks; and I umb 
ſhall chuſe ſuch as will beſt explain the character and Wthey 
ſpirit of the Roman people, and which preſent the Wand 

reateſt virtues and moſt excellent examples. I ſhall Miurv 
alſo add ſome reflections, to ſhew youth in what man- Wot th 
3 may make the beſt advantage of what they pero 
read. 

The firſt piece of this hiſtory ſhall treat of the ru 
foundation of the Roman empire by Romulus and 
Numa; the ſecond of the expulſion of the Kings and 
the eſtabliſhment of liberty; the third ſhall be much 
larger, though it takes in but the ſpace of about fifty 
years, from the beginning of the ſecond Punick war, 
to the defeat of Perſeus King of Macedon ; during 
which the greateſt events in the Roman hiſtory hap- 
pened ; and the fourth and laſt ſhall be of the chang- 
ing the Roman republick into a monarchy, foretold 
in a particular manner by Polybius in his hiſtory. 
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Tux FirsT Piece. Of the Roman Hiſtory. 


The foundation of the Roman empire by Romulus and 


Numa. 


E find all the principles and foundations of the 
Roman greatneſs united in Romulus and 
Numa, the cauſes of its riſe and continuance, the 
> naxims of its policy, the rules of its government, 
the peculiar genius of its people, and the ſpirit, with 
- Wwvbich it was animated, in its whole conduct, and in all 
,. Wits different circumſtances for above twelve hundred 
ears. "Twas in theſe two reigns the Roman people 
| Winbibed the peculiar and ſingular characters by which 
id chey were afterwards diſtinguiſhed with ſo much glor 
ne Hand ſucceſs: and which took ſo deep root, that they 
all Wiuirvived without alteration, not only during the time 
n- Jof the Kings and of the republick, but under the Em- 
ey Noerors, and even to the diſſolution of the empire. 


a Tye FixzsT CHARACTER OF THE RoMans, 
n | 
und 

* Valcur, 


[ty One of theprevailing characters of the Romans was, 
mat they were a warlike, enterpriſing, victorious peo- 
ple, devoting themſelves entirely to the profeſſion of 
ap- Harms, and preferring the glory arifing from militar 

ng- Wexpeditions to every thing beſides. Their founder Ro- 
nulus ſeems to have inſpired them with this diſpoſi- 
lon. This Prince, brought up from his infancy to 
the laborious fatigues of hunting, and accuſtomed to 


, Frontend with robbers, obliged afterwards to defend 
| "= " privileges of the aſylum he had opened, and havin 


o other ſubjects in his new kingdom than a band of 
ſeſolute, deſperate, and ſavage fellows, who had no 
Lopes of ſecurity for their perſons but in force, and 

having 
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288 Of Prefane Hiſtory. 
having no poſſeſſions, were able to ſubſiſt only by the 


 fword; this Prince, I ſay, waS wont to have always 
the ſword in his hands, and paſſed his reign in ſuc- 4 0 
ceſſively making war upon the Sabines, the Fidenates, 12 
the Veians, and all the neighbouring people. 1 g 
He placed military courage in great honour, by the 4a 
frequent victories he gained, and his own perſonal ex- ah 
ploits. And the glory, with which he was twice ſcen Nou 
to enter Rome, bearing a trophy at the head of his "OR 
conquering troops, amidſt a large train of captives, T 
and the acclamations of all the people, gave place to Hie 
the triumphs which were introduced in after-ages, ans 
and were at the ſame time a moſt powerful incentive "wr 


to the ambition of the generals, and the higheſt pitch: ; 
of grandeur to which they could aſpire, Romulus 
was no leſs careful to animate the courage of the com- In th 
mon ſoldiers by rewards and different military ho- * 1f 
nours, than by the allurement of the conquered lands, 


which he divided among them. _ 
clien 

TI 

Tur SECOND CHARACTER OF THE ROMANS | * 
bis ſu 

Prudent meaſures taken for extending their empire. We cit 
Another great character of the Romans conſiſts | _ 
the wiſe meaſures they always took for extending an L Re 
aggrandizing their empire, whereof Romulus had ſet 3 
them an example. This Prince, perſuaded that the 8 
power of a ſtate conſiſted in the multitude of it 3 
ſubjects, made uſe of two expedients for augmentin; C oY 
the number of his, Og 
The firſt was the moderate and prudent uſe he mad 3 * 
of his victories and conqueſts. Inſtead of treating ti "7 
vanquiſhed as his enemies, according to the cuſtom 0 be R. 
other conquerors, by cutting them off, plunderin i 
them of their effects, reducing them to flayery, oft - rd 
forcing them by the ſeverity of the yoke impoſed up 
them to hate the new government, he looked upoFermun 
the Vo 


” >> 
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e Jem all as his natural ſubjects, made them live with 
'S Whin in Rome, communicated to them all the privi- 
= Wicges of the ancient citizens, adopted their feaſts and 
ſacrifices, left the way open for them indifferently to 
all civil and military employments ; and by all theſe 
advantages making the good of the ſtate a common 
intereſt, he attached them to it by ſuch powerful and 
voluntary ties, as they were never after tempted to 
break through. | 

The Romans, having always at heart a tacit pre- 
ſcience of the grandeur to which they were deſtined, 
punCtually obſerved this maxim of profound and bene- 


"© Wfcial policy. We know it was uſually the general 
cltinſelf, who had conquered a city or a province, that 
lus became the protector of them, that pleaded their cauſe 
"Win the ſenate, that defended their rights and intereſts, 
ind forgetting his title of conqueror, rememberedonl 
03 Mihat of patron and father, to treat them all as his 
clients and children. | 
The ſecond expedient employed by Romulus was 
vg Not to diſdain the admiſſion of ſhepherds, ſlaves, and 


men of no ſubſtance or family, into the number of 
his ſubjects and citizens. * He knew the beginnings 
e. ef cities and ſtates, as of all other human things, were 
18 weak and obſcure, and that the founders of itates had 
and bence taken occaſion to feign, that their firſt inhabi- 
ts were the offspring or ſons of the earth. He re- 
chencd therefore all fugitive into bis aſylum, whom 
fit he love of liberty, and proſecutions for debts or other 

reaſons, obliged to ſeck a retreat. This firſt conceſ- 


ting 2 a 
8 on, joined to the feaſt of the Saturnalia, which Numa 
I ter wards inſtituted, in which the maſters admitted 
- thi heir ſlaves to a ſhare in the ſame entertainment, and 
S 


red with them in a ſtate of perte& equality, inſpired 
Om U | R 9 — * d d - 
ſerine Romans with greater mildneſs and good-nature 


„ off * Vrbes quoque, ut cetera, ex vetere conſilio condentium urbes, 
. 7 :fimo naſci ; deinde, quas ſua vir · qui obſcuram atque humilem, con- 
 UPOiu: 2c 9ii juvent, magnas ſibi opes ciendo an ſe multitudinem, natam 
up0znumque nomen facere, , . . . e terra ſibi prolem ementiebantur: 
the dende multitudinis cavia, aſylum aperit, Liv, lib, 1. n. 8, 9. 
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towards their ſlaves than any other republick whatſo- 
ever. Every citizen had the power, by ſetting his ſlaves 
at liberty, of making them Roman citizens like himſelf, 
of granting them the rank and all the privileges an- 
nexed to it, and of uniting them to the ſtate in ſo 
ſtrict and honourable a manner, that there was no 
inſtance of any freeman that did not prefer this new 
country to the place of his nativity and family, 

By theſe two expedients Rome was continually re. 
newed and ſtrengthened. By the ſame means its loſſes 
were repaired, and the places of the ancient familics 
extinct by the accidents of war ſupplied ; recruits 
were always found ready within itſelf to fill up the le- 
gions, and ſubjects capable of diſcharging every em- 
ployment of peace and war; and when overcharged 
with too great numbers, it was enabled to ſend out 
numerous {warms to live at a diſtance, and to plant 
powerful colonies upon its frontiers, which ſerved as 
bulwarks againit the enemy, and ſecured the new 
conqueſts. | 

By continually incorporating foreigners, and chang- 
ing them in o citizens and members of the ſtate, it 
communicated to them its manners, maxims, ſpirit, 
noble ſentiments, and zeal for the publick; and by 
giving them a ſhare in its power, advantages, and 
glory, it formed a conſtant flouriſhing ſtate, equally 
tupported and aggrandized from without and within. 

»The Romans always avoided the capital fault of 
Pericles, though otherwiſe one of the greateit politi- 
cians that ever Greece had, in declaring that none 
ſhould be held as natural and true Athenians, but ſuch 
as had both Athenian fathers and mothers. By this 
ftingle decree, which excluded above one quarter ot 
the citizens, he extremely weakened the common- 
wealth. He diſabled it from making conqueſts or main- 
taining them; and being obliged to reſt ſatisfied with 
having the conquered towns for allies or tributar!es 
infead of uniting them to himſelf as members of the 
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body of the ſtate, and parts of the republick, according 


s W to the principles of the Romans, he ſoon ſaw them q 


, W ſhake off their new yoke, and aflert their liberty. 

x Dionyſtus Halicarnaſſeus juſtly looks upon the 
cuſtom introduced by Romulus of incorporating the 
conquered cities and nations into the ſtate, as a molt 
excellent maxim of policy, and what principally con- 
tributed to the eſtabliſnment and ſupport of the Ro- 
man grandeur, He obſerves, that it was the contempt 
or iznorance of this maxim, which ruined the power 
of Greece, diſabled Sparta from recovering itſelf after 
the battle of Leuctra, and loſt the Thebans and 
Athenians the empire of Greece for ever after that of 
Cheronea; whereas the Roman republick has been 
ſeen to ſurvive the molt bloody defeats, and to ſend 
new armies into the field {till more numerous than 
thoſe they had Joſt. 

a The Emperor Claudius, in an excellent diſcourſe 
ev WF he made to the Senate to juſtify his having granted the 

privileges of Roman citizens to the people of Gaul, 
g- has judiciouſly obſerved,” that what ruined the repub- 
it licks of Lacedæmon and Athens was the extreme dif- 
it, MF ference they made between their own citizens and the 
by Wconquered ſtates ; treating the laſt always as foreign» 
ers, Keeping them always diſtinct from the commu- 
| nity, and thereby preventing them from having any 
n. Weoncern in the good of the publick ; whereas the 


© 01 Founder of Rome, by a far more profound policy, n- 
my corporated the people he conquered into the number 
hege his citizens, and on the very day he had oughe 
* againſt them as enemies, received them as members 
i ok the ſtate, admitted them to all the privileges of 
er 0 
on Kerio &mdyruv Wohreuped- quam armis pollerent, nif quod 
ain-- X, uT&gx0v, 3 x Tig Brcaly P- victos pro alienigenis weten? 
with; NE eglag next, % Tav in: At conditor noſter Romulus tan - 
SA his VyERoviav daviyvrwy oux i, tum ſapientia valuit, ut peng 
OOO oigay magic xe. Dionyſ. Halic, populos eodem die hoes, dei 


f the Antiq. Rom. lib. 2. cives habuerit, Tacit. Annal. ub. 
J Quid aliud exitio Lacedemo- 11, cap. 24. 
mis & Athenienſibus fuit, quan- 
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natural ſubjects, and engaged them out of intereſt to 
defend the very city, which they had lately attacked. 

It was principally by this means, as we have already 
ob{erved, that the largeſt empire, that ever was, made 
up a body, whole parts were all united far more by 
affection than fear. The Romans had colonies in all 
countries, and the people of all the provinces were ad- 
mitted to ſhare in the government of the ſtate, with- 
out almoſt any difference between them and the con- 
querors. 2 The two Gauls were filled with conſular 
tamilies. The civil and military employments were 
alike ſupplied by Romans and the natives of the coun- 
try. S. Auguſtine ſomewhere obſeryes, that at Car- 
thage it was hard to diſtinguiſh between the free and 
the conquered, her citizens and thoſe of Rome hay- 
ing all things ſo much in common, and the govern- 
ment ſo equally ſhared between them both. 

This principle of policy, ſo conſtantly obſerved by 
the Romans in all ages, is very worthy our attention, 
and may be of great uſe to us. Haughtineſs and ſe- 
verity ſerveonly to keep up a dangerous diviſion, which 
will break out upon the firſt occalion. Good treat- 
ment on the contrary makes a conqueror beloved, 
gains the affections of the new government, obliterates 
ancient grudges, and as a conquered people ſerve ge- 
nerally as a frontier, their fidelity becomes a firmer 
and ſurer barrier than all bulwarks whatſoever. 


TRE THIRD CHARACTER OF THE ROMANS. 


Their wiſe deliberations in the Senate. 
The third character is the wiſdom of the Senate, 


which began under Romulus to aſſume a fixed and 


2 Cetera in communi fita ſunt: gitis, Nihil ſ-paratum clauſumve, 
(Leid Cerealis, general of the Ro- — Proinde pacem & urbem, 
man armies to the citizens of quam victi victoſeſq e eodem jur? 
Treves and Langres) Ipfi ple- obtinemus, amat:, c lite. Ta cit. 
rumque legionibus noftris præſide- Hiſt, lib. 4. cap. 74. 
tis: ipſi has aliaſque provincias re» 


ſettled 


nerent 
autem 
populo 
mum 
Induſtry 
natum 
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ſettled form. The ſenate was the publick council 
of the nation always ſubſiſting, not compoſed of ar- 
bitrary members, but made up of perſons choſen out 
of the moſt conſiderable families. The ſenators in- 
tereſted by their fortunes and dignities in the ſuccels 
of the government, and capable of governing wiſely 
through their age and experience, held the balance 
even between the ſovereign authority of the Prince, 
and the weakneſs of the people, and ſupplied a num- 
ber of magiſtrates, well formed and prepared for the 
greateſt employments by an excellent education, and 
replete of knowledge and ſentiments ſuperior to the 
vulgar. "They were called Fathers, Patres, that on 
the one fide they might remember they were placed 
in a high ſtation, and held a rank of diſtinction, in 
order to their being the protectrs of the people, whoſe 
advantage they ought to procure with the vigilance, 
zeal, and the dilintereſtedneſs of a parent; and on 
the other hand, that the people might be reminded 
of the reſpect and affection they were obliged to bear 
them, and the confidence they ought to have in their 
counſel, credit and protection. 

This ſenatewas in all after-ages the firmeſt ſupport, 
the principal ſtrength, and greateſt refuge of the ſtate, 
even under the Emperors. We all know the famous 
ſpeech of Cineas, whom Pyrrhus ſent on an embaſly 
to the Romans. Upon his return he told his maſter, 
the grandeur and majeſty of the Roman ſenate was 
juch ®, that they ſeemed to him like an aſſembly of 


a Majores noſtri, cum regum 
poteſtatem non tuliſſent, ita magi- 
fratus annuos creaverunt, vt con- 
ſilium Senatus reipublice præpo- 
nerent ſempiternum: deligerentur 
autem in id confilium ab univerſo 
populo, adituſque in illum ſum- 
mum ordinem omnium civium 
induſtri æ ac virtuti pateret. Se- 
natum reip. euſtodem, præſidem, 
p.opugnatorem collocaverunt. Hu- 


Q 3 


jus ordinis auctoritate uti magiſtra- 
tus & quaſi miniſtros graviſſimi 
conſilii eſſe voluerunt: Senatum 
autem ipſum proximcrum ordinum 
ſplendore confimari, plebis liber - 
tatem & commoda tueri atque au- 
gere voluerunt, Cie. Orat, pro 
Sext. n. 737. 

b Quem qui ex regibus conſte re 
dixit, unvs veram ſpeciem Rcma - 
ni ſenatus cepit, Liv. lib, 9. n. 17. 
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Kings. © The glory and duration of the Empire (ſays 


the Emperor Otho upon occaſion of an inſurrection, 
wherein he was apprehenſive for the ſenate) does not 
lie in buildings nor in outward magnificence. What— 


ever is but material is a trifle; it may be deſtroyed and 
repaired, without any eſſential alteration. But to} 
ſtrike at the authority of the ſenate, is to attack the 


being of the ſtate and the ſafety of the Prince. 


I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak of the ſenate in ano- 
ther place, when I ſhall more particularly enquire into] 
the form of government eſtabliſned in the Roman 


republick, 
THE FOURTH CHARACTER, 


The ſtrict union of all the parts of the ſtate. 


The Roman people were at firſt no other than 2 


confuſed multitude, made up of the tumultuous and 
accidental union of ſeveral perſons, of different cha- 
racters and intereſts, inclinations and profeſſions, an; 
full of jealouſies and animoſities. To put an end to 
this diverſity ſo prejudicial to the ſolid eſtabliſhment 
of the ſtate, Romulus began with dividing his citi— 
zens into tribes and legions. And Numa afterwards, 
ſtriking more deeply at the root of the evil, aſſembled 
all of the ſame trade and buſineſs, and formed then 
into companies, by aſſigning them peculiar feſtiva! 
and ceremonies, x Sn by theſe new engagements 0 
religion and pleaſure, they might be induced to for 
get the difference of their ancient original, 

But nothing contributed ſo much to the ſettling : 
perfect concord in this infant ſtate, as the right of pa 
tronage eſtabliſhed by Romulus; becauſe by thus join 


e Quid ? Vos pulcherrimam hanc veſftra ſalus incolumitate ſenatu 
urbem domibus & tectis, & con- firmatur,Tacit, biſt. lib. 1. cap. 34 
geſtu lapidum ſtare creditis? Muta d Plut, in vit. Num. 
iſta & inanima intercidere ac ropa- e Dionyſ,Halicarn,Antigq.Ron 
rar: promiſcua ſunt: e#ternitas te- Ib, 2, 
rum, & pax gentlum, & mes cum 


in 
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ing the patricians with the plebeians, the rich with the 
poor, in very ſtrict and ſacred ties, he ſcemed to make 
dut one family of the whole people. The firſt were 
called patrons or protectors, and the others clients. 
The patrons were engaged by their very name to pro- 
tet their clients upon all occaſions, as a father does 
his children; to ailiit them wich their advice, their 
tereſt and their care; to manage and carry on their 
ſuits, if they had any; in a word, to do all kind of 
good offices for them. The clients on the other hand 
paid the utmoſt honours to their patrons, reſpected 
them as ſecord fathers, contributed out of their ſub- 
ſtance to the portions of tieir daughters in caſe they 
were poor, to redeem their Children if taken captive 
by the enemy, and to ſubſiſt them if fallen un— 
der any diſgrace, We have already obſerved that in 
the latter ages, not only particular perſons, but why > 
cities and provinces, were put under the protection a? 
the great men of Rome. 

This union of the citizens, as Dionyſius Halicar- 
naſſeus obſerves, thus formed from the beginning, and 
carefully cemented by Romulus, was aiterwards to 
firmly eſtabliſhed, that for above ſix hundred years, 
though the republick was continually torn by the in- 
teſtine diviſions, Which ſubſiſted ſo long between the 
ſenate and people, they never came to an open rup- 
ture, or engaged in a civil war; but their diſputes, 
how warm and violent ſocver, were always amicably 
compromiſed, upon the remonitances made on both 
ſides ; each party mutually complying with the other, 
and making ſome abatements of their rights or pre- 
tenſions. 
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TE rirTH CHARACTER, 


Love of ſimplicity, frugality, poverty, labour and agri- 


culture. 


One of Numa's firſt cares, after he came to the 
crown, was to inſpire his new ſubjects with the love 
of that labour, 1 and poverty, which were 
ſo long practiſed and eſteemed among the Romans. 
The manner of his advancement to the throne gave 
him a right to recommend all theſe virtues ſtrongly 
to his citizens, 

Numa generally reſided at Cures, his native city, 
and the capital of the Sabines, from whence the Ro- 
mans, after their union with that nation, were called 
Quirites. He was naturally inclined to virtue, and 
had beſides improved his mind by the ſtudy of all the 
ſciences that were known in his age, and eſpecially 
philoſophy, which had a great ſhare in his whole con- 
duct. His delight was the country and ſolitude, and 
there he employed himſelf in tilling the ground, and 
ſtudying the wonders of Divine Power in the works 
of nature. 

Whilſt he was enjoying this pleaſing retirement, 
the Roman embaſſadors came to tell him, that the 
two parties which divided Rome were at laſt united in 
the choice of him for their King. This news troubled, 
but did not diſcompoſe him. He repreſented to them 
how dangerous it was for a man, who was happy and 
content with the life he led, to paſs on a ſudden to one 
directly oppolite to it. I have been brought up, 
„ ſays he to them, in the ſevere diſcipline of the Sa- 
© bines; and, except the time I ſpend to ſtudy and 
* know the Deity, I am wholly taken up in agricul- 
« ture and feeding my flocks; if they think they 
„ fee any thing valuable in me, it muſt be qualities 
«& which ſhould keep me at a diſtance from a throne 


g Plut, in vit. Num, 
6c the 


a general than a King * 
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<« the love of eaſe, a life of retirement and application 
eto ſtudy, an extreme averſion for war, and a great 
« fondneſs for peace, Would it be right for me to 
« enter into a city, which reſounds in all quarters 
ce with the noiſe of arms, and breathes nothing but 
« war; and attempt to teach a people veneration for 
the Gods, the love of juſtice, the hatred of war 
and violence, who ſeem to be far more deſirous of 
229 

Numa's refuſal ſerved only to make the Romans 
redouble their ſolicitations. They preſſed and con- 
jured him not to involve them again in a freſh ſedi- 
tion, which muſt inevitably end in a civil war, as 
he was the only perſon upon whom the two parties 
could agree. . 

When the embaſſadors were withdrawn, his father 
and Martius his kinſman uſed their utmoſt endeavours 
to prevail upon him to accept of the crown. * Tho 
you think it, ſaid they, no pleaſure to lay up great 
riches, becauſe you are ſatisfied with a little; nor 
© have any ambition to command, becauſe you enjoy 
a greater and more real glory, which is that of vir- 
tue: yet conſider that to reign well, is paying God 
the homage and worſhip which is moſt agreeable to 
© him. *T'is God who calls you to the throne, as 
o not caring to let the talent of juſtice, he has bleſſed 
you with lie idle and uſeleſs, Do not therefore de- 
* cline the acceptance of the royal dignity, as it opens 
eto a wiſe man the vaſteſt field for great and glorious 
* actions. By this means the Gods may be nobly 
* ſerved, and the minds of men inſenſibly civilized, - 
* and inclined to the duties of religion; far ſubjects 
naturally conform to the manneis of their Princes. 
„The Romans loved Tatius, though he was a fo- 
«© reigner, and have conſecrated the memory of 
„Romulus by the divine honours they now pay him. 
* Who can tell whether this victorious people is not 
tired of war? andwhether, enriched as they are with 
« ſpoils and triumphs, they do not defire a Prince of 

Fx % moderation 
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< moderation and juſtice, who may govern them 
& peaceably under good Jaws and a mild adminiſtra. 
© tion? But tho' they ſhould continue as fond of war 
c as ever, is it not better to divert the fury of their 
<« paſſion by taking the reins into your hand, and 
<« uniting your country and the whole nation of the 
« Sabines with ſo powerful and flouriſhing a city, by 
te the ties of amity and friendſhip !” 

Numa could not reſiſt ſuch ſtrong and wiſe remon- 
ſtrances, and immediately fet forward on his journey, 
The ſenate and people of Rome went out to meet him 
with a wonderful defire of ſeeing him. The opinion 
they had long conceived of his proves was very much 
increaſed by the account the embaſſadors had given 
them of his moderation. h They conceived a man 
mult be exceedingly diſcreet, that was capable of re- 
fuſing a ſceptre, and could look with indifference and 
contempt upon what the reſt of mankind conſidered 
as the height of all human grandeur and happineſs, 

Numa preſerved the ſame virtues upon the throne 
which he had brought to it. So far as decency would 
admit it in his ſtation, he lived with the ſame fimpli- 
city and modeſty as in private life. He was a perfect 
model of royal virtue, and tempered the majelty of 
the Prince with the moderation of the philoſopher, 
or rather heightened it by an additional ſplendor, in 
making it more amiable and of greater force. Con- 
tented to attract reſpect by his truly royal qualities, 
he baniſhed all the vain appearances of greatneſs, 
which only impofe upon the ſenſes, and his virtue did 
not want. He lived without pomp, without luxury, 
and without guards. On the very day that he came 
to the crown, he diſcharged the cohort which Romu- 
lus had always about his perſon, i declaring, that he 
would neither diſtruſt thoſe who placed a confidence 
in him, nor command men who diſtruſted him. 


h Dionyf, Halic. lib, 2. i Oirs v dmr wipes), 
Ire Bagoimteiy amiforrur iis, Plut, 
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He then divided the conquered lands among the 
poor citizens, to divert them from injuſtice by the law- 
ful fruits of their labour, and to infpire them with the 
love of peace by the cares of agricuiture, to which it 
is neceſlary. He reſtrained and lulled their over-ear- 
neſt paſſion for war by the pleaſures of a quiet life and 
uſeful employments. That he might attach them to 
the cultivation of their lands by a concern for their 
own intereſt, he diſtributes them into boroughs, gives 
them inſpectors and overſeers, viſits often him ſelf their 
labour in the field, judges of the maſters by the work, 
raiſes ſuch to employments,. as he found to be labori- 
ous, diligent and induſtrious, and reprimands the 
lothful and negligent. And by theſe different means, 
ſupported by his own example, and confirmed by his 
perſuaſion, he raiſed huibandry to fo great honour, 
that in after- ages the generals of the army and prin- 
cipal magiſtrates were ſo far from conſidering country 
buſineſs as below them, that they gloried in cultivating 
their fields with the ſame victortious and triumphant 
hands which had ſubdued their enemies; and the Ro— 
man people were not aſhamed to confer the command 
of their armies, and entruſt the ſafety of the ſtate to 
thoſe illuſtrious huſbandmen, whom they had taken. 
from the plough, and obliged to quit the care of their 
lands to aſſume that of the ſtate. 

Scipio Africanus, after he had conquered HannibaJ; 

k Pluribus monumentis Scrip- jugera non minds induſtriè colue- 
torum admoneor, apud antiquos rit, quam fortiter armis quæſie- 
noſtres fuille gloriz curam ruſtica- rat. Et ne ſingulos inten peſtive 
Honis: ex qua'Quintius Cincinna- nune perſequar, cam tut alios Ro- 
tus obſeſſi Confulis & exercitis man generis intucar memorabiles 
berator, ab aratro vocatus ad dic- duces hoc ſemper. daplici ſtudio 
taturam venerit: ac rurſus, faſci floruiſſe, vel defendendi vel colen- 
bus depoſitis, ques feftinantins di patrios quteſitoſque fines. Co- 
rictor reddiderat quam ſumpſerat lumella de re ruſt. lib, 1. 
Imperator, ad eoſdem Juvencos..& In hoc angulo ille Carthag inis 
quatuor jugetum avitum heredio- horror Scipio, ablucbat corpus la- 
lum redierit, Itemque C. Fabri- boribus ruſticis feſſum: exercebat; 
cius & Cutius Dentatus, alter Pyr- enim opere te terramque (ut mos. 
rho finibus Italia: pulſo, dom tis fuir priſcis) io ſe ſobigebat. Senec. 
alter Sabinis, accepta qu viritim epiſt, $6, 
Uiidebantur captiyi agri ſeptem 
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broke up the ground himſelf, according to the cuſtcm 
of his predeceſſors, planted and grafted his trees, and 
did all country buſineſs. Every body knows how much 
the elder Cato, ſurnamed the Cenſor, applied himſelf 
to agriculture, about which he has even left behind 
him ſome directions. ® Tully in his beautiful oration 
in favour of Roſcius, is extremely ſevere againſt the 
accuſer of his clicnt, for departing from the manners 
of the ancients, and urging againſt Roſcius his retire- 
ment into the country, as an evident proof of his fa- 
ther's hatred for him; ſince by the fame principle he 
might have refiected upon the honour and probity of 
Attilius, whom the Roman embaſladors found actually 
in the field employed in ſowing his lands, “ Our 
* anceſtors, ſays he, had a very different way of 
& thinking; and by ſuch a conduct raiſed the repub- 
lick from a weak and low condition to ſo powerful 
* and flouriſhing a ſtate. They carefully cultivated 
«© their own lands, without coveting thoſe of their 
„ neighbours through mean and inſatiable avarice ; 
and by that means enriched the republick and en- 
* larged the Roman empire with ſuch a number of 
& lands, cities and nations.“ 

But this love of labour and a country life did not 
only contribute to the conqueſts and grandeur of the 
Roman empire, it alſo ſerved to ſupport for ſo many 
ages thoſe noble ſentiments that generoſity, and diſ- 
interedneſs, which rendered the Roman name {till 
more illuſtrious than all their moſt famous victories. 


m Ne, tu, Eruci, accuſator eſ- 
ſes rid culus, ſi illis temporibus 
natus eſſes, cùm ab aratro arceſſe- 
dantur qui conſules ficrent, Et» 
enim, qui præeſſe agro colendo 
Kagitiom putes, profecto illum 
Attiſium, quem ſua manu ſpar- 
gentem ſemen, qui miſſi erant, 
convenerunt, hominem tu piſſi- 
mum atque inhoneſſiſſimum judiĩ- 
ca ts, At he cule majores noſtri 
Joage aliter & de ille & de cæte- 


ris talibus viris exiſtimabant. Ita 
que ex minima tenuiſſimaque te- 
publica maximam & flerentiſh-+ 
mam nobis reliquerunt. Suos enim 
agros ſtudioſe colebant, non alie- 
nos cupide appetebant : quibus re- 
bus & agris, & urbibus, & nationi- 
bus, rempublicam, atque hoc im- 
perium & populi R. nomen auxe- 
runt, Cic. Orat, pro $ Roc, 
Amer. N. 30. 
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For it muſt be owned, there is a very near relation 
between this innocent country life and wiſdom, of 
which it is in a manner the ſiſter; it may juſtly be 
looked upon as an excellent ſchool of ſimplicity, fru- 
pality, juſtice, and all the moral virtues, 

Numa brought up in this ſchool, inſpired not only 
his own ſubjects, but the neighbouring cities, with 
the ſame taſte and ſentiments, as Plutarch obſerves in 
the beautiful deſcription he has left us of his reign. 
For the Romans were not the only people, that 
were calmed and civilized by the juſtice and pacifick 
diſpoſition. of this excellent King, but all the cities 
round about, in which, as if a gentle gale had breath- 
ed upon them from Rome, there might be diſcerned 
an admirable change of manners, and inſtead of an 
eager paſſion -for war, a fervent deſire of living in 
peace, of cultivating their lands, of educating their 
children in tranquillity, and ſerving the gods in quiet. 
Nothing was to be ſeen throughout the country but 
entertainments, diverſions, ſacrifices, feſtivals, and 
rejoicings at one another's houſes, without any ap- 
prehenſion or umbrage, as if the wiſdom of Numa 
had been a rich ſource, from whence virtue and 
Juſtice had flowed into the minds of the different 
people, and diffuſed into their hearts the ſame tran- 
quillity that reigned in his. 

In 3 during the whole reign of Numa there 
was not the leaſt appearance of war, or diſpoſition 
to revolt; and the ambition of reigning never led 
any perſon to conſpi:e againſt him. But, whether 
the reſpect for his eminent virtue, or the fear of the 
Deity which protected him, diſarmed guilt; or that 
heaven by a ſingle favour took 2 pleaſure in preſerv- 
ing that happy reign from every attempt that might 
ſully the glory or diſturb the joy of it, his was a proof 


a Res ruſtica, fine dubitatione, o Vita ruſtica perſimoniæ, di- 
proxima & quaſi conſanguinea ſa- ligentiæ, jaſtiti magiſtra eſt, 
pieatiz eſt. Colum, de re truſt. Oat, pro Roſc, Amer, n. 75. 
lib. 2. | 
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and example of that great truth, which ? Plato ven- 
tured to pronounce long ſince, when ſpeaking of go- 
vernment, he ſays, 4 Cities and men will never be free 
from evils, till by the pecultar favour of the Gods, ſu- 
preme power and philoſophy uniting in the ſame perſon, 
render virtue viftorious over vice, For the wiſe Prince 
is not only happy, but makes thoſe happy alſo, who 
hear the words he utters. He has ſcarce ever occa- 
fion to make uſe of force or menaces to reduce his 
ſubjects, who having ſo illuſtrious a mode] of virtue 
continually before their eyes in the life of their Prince, 
are naturally inclined to imitate him, and lead a hap- 
py and unblameable life with him, which is the belt 
effect of a wiſe government; as on the other ſide, 
the moſt folid glory of a Prince is to be able to in- 
ſpire his ſubjects with ſo noble an inclination, and to 
lead them to a life of ſuch perfection ; which no body 
ever knew better how to do than Numa. 

I have thought myſelf obliged to expatiate a little 
upon the reaſons of Numa for refuſing the crown; 
the motives Which induced him to accept of it; the 

excellent rules be obſerved in his government z and 
the beautiful deſcription that Plutarch gives of the 
wonderful effects of his reign, founded upon juſtice, 
and the love of peace. This character 1s great and 
almoſt ſingular in hiſtory; and I think it the duty of 
a maſter to give his ſcholars a juſt ſenſe of the paſ- 
ſages, which abound with ſuch fine ſentiments, and 
are ſo proper at the ſame time to form both the heart 
and the underſtanding. 


p. Lib. 5. de Rep. gerent, omne ſuum ſtudium in 
q Atque ille quidem princeps in- dottr.na ac fapientia collocatient, 
genli & doctrinæ Plato, tum deni- Hance conjunQionem videlicet po- 


que fore beat as reſpublicas putavit, teſtatis & japientiæ ſaluti centvit 
fi aut docti & ſapientes homines civitatibus eſſe poſſe, Cic. epiſt. 1. 
eas regere cœpiſſent, aut, qui re- ad Quint. fratr, lib. 1, 
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THE sIxXxTH CHARACTER, 


Liſe Laws. 


Numa underſtood from the beginning of his reign, 
that juſtice, which is the foundation of empires and 
all ſociety, was ſtill more neceſſary to a people nur- 
tured in the exerciſe of arms, accuſtomed to ſubſiſt 
upon rapine, and to live without diſcipline and, go- 
vernment. To ſoften the ferocity of their temper, 
and reduce ſo many different characters to an uni- 


formity, heeſtabliſhed wiſe laws, and recommended 


the obſervance of them by his moderation and mild- 
neſs, by ſetting an example of the greateſt virtues, 
and an unalterable love for equity as well towards 
foreigners as citizens. By this conduct he inſpired 
his ſubjects with ſo great a regard for juſtice, that 
he quite changed the face of the city. And ſo great 
was the zeal for obſerving ſuch uſeful and ſacred laws, 
and perpetuating the ſpirit of them, that we have con- 
ſtantly ſeen at Rome, even down to the lateſt Em- 
perors, a continued tradition of the knowledge of 
their laws, a kind of ſchool of wile legiſlators and 
famous Jawyers, who forming their deciſions upon 
the pureſt light of reaſon, and the ſureſt maxims of 
natural equity, have compoſed that body of law and 
the rights of mankind, which has become the admi- 
ration of all the world, and been adopted, or at leaſt 
imitated by all civilized nations, who have extracted 
from them the beſt part of their laws. 


THE SEVENTH CHARACTER. 


Religion. 


The ſeventh character is a great reſpect for religi- 
on, and a faithful perſeverance in beginning every 
ching with it, and referring every thing to it. Ro- 

mulus 
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mulus had already expreſſed a very high regard for 
religion, as Plutarch obſerves; but Numa carried jt 
much farther, and applied himſelf to give it more luſ- 
tre and majeſty. He preſcribed the particular rule; 
of it, ſet down at large all its exerciſes and rites, added 
the utmoſt ſolemnity to its ceremonies, and made the 
feſtivals as agreeable and attractive as poſſible, By 
theſe new ſpectacles of religion, and his frequent com- 
merce with things ſacred, which ſeemed to render the 
Deity preſent in all places, he brought them to a 
more gentle diſpoſition, made them more tractable 
and humane, and inſenſibly changed their propenſity 
to violence and war into a love of juſtice and a deſire 
of peace, which are the beſt fruits of it. This habit 
of introducing religion into all their actions, influen- 
ced the people with ſo profound and conſtant a vene- 
ration for the Divinity, that from that time, and in 
all after-ages, they never created magiſtrates, declared 
war, gave battle, undertook any thing in publick or 
private, made no marriages, funerals, or journeys, 
without ſome act of religion. They care they took to 
build a temple to Faith, and to make her reſpected as 
the ſacred guardian of promiſes and engagements, and 
the inexorable avenger of the breach of them, kept 
the people ſo exactly to their words, that the obliga- 
tion. of an oath was never held more inviolable by 
any nation whatſoever, 

Polybius and Livy give the Romans a glorious cha- 
racter in this reipect. * Polybius ſays, that when 
once they had taken an oath, they kept it inviolably, 
without ſtanding in need of any ſecurity, witneſles, 
or written contracts; whereas all theſe precautions 
were ineffectual among the Greeks, The other 

obſerves, 


r A avti; The ua rà Toy zen omnium peQora imbuerat, ut fides 
mirew; T1;504 RE Polyb, ac jusjurandum proxime legum 
lib. 6, ac pwnarum metum Civitatem 1t- 

s Decrum aſſidua infidens cura, gereat, Et cum ipfi ſe bomines 
cum interefie rcbus humanis ce- in regis, velut cnici exempli, 
leſte Numen videretur, ea pictate mores ſermarent; tom finitima 

tam 
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obſerves, „ that the different and continual exerciſes 
of religion, eſtabliſhed by Numa, which gave the 
« Divinity fo conſtant a ſhare in all human actions, 
hs: % had poſleſſed the citizens with ſuch a ſenſe of reli- 

gion, that a word or an oath had no leſs weight and 
66 3 at Rome, than the fear of the laws and 
„ puniſhment. Nor did the Romans only aſſume 
de the character and peaccable diſpoſition of Numa, in 
forming themſcives upon the example of their 
« King, as by a perfect model; but the neighbouring 
„nations, who before had looked upon Rome leſs 
* as a city than a camp deſigned to diſturb the peace 
of all other people, conceived ſo hich a veneration 
for the Prince and his ſubjects, that they would 
© have thought it criminal, and in a manner facri- 
legious, to have attac ked a City ſo entirely devot- 
ed to the worſhip and ſervice of the Gods.“ 

In my entrance upon the Roman hiftory, I thought 
it neceſſary to give firit ſome idea of this famous peo- 
ple, whoſe principal characters, which rendered them 
ſo illuſtrious, and raifed them to fo great a ſuperio- 
rity above all other people, are ſo happily united in 
Romulus and Numa, the two founders of their em— 
pire. We hereby ſee, of what conſequence the firſt 
impreſſions are, not only with regard to private per- 
ſons, but to whole nations; for it 1s evident that 
theſe eminent virtues, which prevailed in the infancy 
of Rome, and were continually improving and in- 
creaſing in after-ages, were the occaſion of her con- 
queſts, and gained her the empire of the world, For, 
as Dionyſius Halicarnaileus judiciouſſy obſerves, i it is 
an immutable law, and founded in nature itſelf, that 
whoever are ſuperior in merit, become ſo likewiſe i in 


ce 


etiam populi, qui ante caftra, non ducerent nefas. Liv, 1. lib. 1. n. 21. 
urbem poſitam in medio ad ſolli- t oel ya 3h eg anAacs 
eitandam omnium pacem creiide- weng, e Sele dvanvgue Xeovegs 
rant, in eam veiecundiam aiduc- apy att Ti revo Tous xptir- 
ti ſunt, ut civitatem totam in vag. Dion, Hal. lib. 1. Ant. 
cultum verſam Deorum v:clati Rom, 
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power and authority, and that the people who excel. 
moſt in virtue and tortitude, ſooner or later will have 
the command over thoſe who have leſs. 


THE SECOND PiEtrceE Of ROMAN 
HISTORY. 


The Expulſion of the Kings, and Eftabliſhment of 


Liberty, 
HE epocha of the expulſion of the Kings, ard 
the cltabiiſhment of ih: liberty of Rome, is 
too conſiderable to be ilightly £2!:24 over. This me- 
morable event is the baits of {nc moſt famous repub- 


lick that ever was; it is the {vurce of its proſperity, 
and of every thing great znd wonderful adinired in it. 
From thence the Roman dope farther contracted 


two ſingular branches «ot their character; he one, 
an irreconcileable abhorronce of regal power. and 
whatever bore the leaſt appearance of it; an the 
other, a violent paſſion for theit liberty, wa ch 
they were at all times extremely jealous. tc. An 


exceſs. The reciprocal moderation obi.r.ed oy the 
ſenate and people, is a third circumſtance, which 
well deſerves our obſervation, 


CHARACTER THE FIRST. 


Hatred of the Royal Dignity. 


Several circumſtances and motives concurred to oc- 
caſion and confirm the implacable hatred they bore to 
regal power. 

1. The diſcontent and averſion which the people of 
Rome had long conceived againſt the violence and ty- 
rannical government of the Tarquins, at laſt broke 
out upon occaſion of the injury offered to Lucretia, 
and the fatal manner in which ſhe revenged the 

| | Prince“ 
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Prince's crime upon herſelf, by killing herſelf with 
her own hands, 

2. Theſe diſpoſitions were conſiderably improved 
by the aſtoniſhing reſolution of Brutus the conſul, 
who cauſed his own ſons to be beheaded in his pre- 
ſence, for having entered into a conſpiracy to reſtore 
the Kings. The blood of two ſons ſpilt by their own 
father, to the dread and aſtoniſhment of all that be- 
held it, gave them a lively ſenſe how dreadful a cala- 
mity it mult be to live under the yoke of the Tar- 
quins, as it coſt fo dear to redeem them from it. 
This bloody execution, and the tragical death of 
Lucretia, which were alike horrible to nature, im- 
prefled in all their minds ſo ſtrong an averſion to 
regal power, that even in after ages they could not 
bear ſo much as the ſhadow of it ; but thought, that 
after the example of their anceſtors, they ought to 
ſacrifice whatever was moſt dear to them, and expoſe 
themſelves to the utmoſt hazardsy rather than ſuffer 
an evil, which from their infancy they were taught 


to conſider as the greateſt and moſt inſupportable of 


all that could befal them. 

3. By abandoning the King's treaſures to be plun- 
dered by the people, pulling down his palaces in town 
and country, devoting his elde near Rome to Mars, 
to make the reſtitution of them impoſſible, throw- 
ing the corn upon his lands into the Tyber, they 
made the rupture abſolutely irreconcileable; and the 
whole people, who had ſhared in the inſult and pil- 
lage, were ſenſible their only ſafety lay in an inflexi- 
ble reſiſtance. 

4. The ſanguine obſtinacy of the Tarquins in fa- 
tiguing the Romans with a Fog and ſevere war, and 
in ſtirring up all their neighbours againſt them, laid 
them under an abſolute neceſſity of defending them- 
ſelves to the utmoſt. Their repeated engagements, 
frequent battles, and the death of one of their con- 
fuls, who was killed in the field with the moſt con- 
Edcrable of the citizens, kept up and enflamed their 

animoſity 
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animoſity, and made the fear and hatred of the royal 
authority grow into an habit. One may judge of the 
abhorrence they had for it from the beginning, by 
the anſwer they gave to the embaſladors of King 
Porſenna, who earneſtly ſolicited the reſtoration of 
the Tarquins, * They declared they were rather 
diſpoſed to open their gates to the enemy than the 
Kings, and would ſooner chuſe to loſe their city, 
than they would their liberty. 

5. The law, which to prevent any one from at- 
tempting to make himſelf maſter of the republick } 
empowered all others to kill him before he was juridi- 
cally condemned, provided that after his death they | 
could produce an evident proof of his having enter. | 
tained any ſuch defign, ſeemed to arm every citizen 
indifterently againſt the common enemy, to conſtitute 
every private man a guardian of the publick liberty, 
and to make him reſponſible for its preſervation, 

6. The heroick valour of Horatius Cocles, with 
the extraordinary rewards an] honours he received, 
ſor ſingly oppoſing on the bridge the auxiliary forces 
of che Tarquins; the intrepid boldneſs of Scævola, 
who puniſhed his hand for having failed of his blow; 
the courage of Clelia and her companions; the 

| triumphs decreed to Publicola and his brother Marcus 
upon account of the victories gained over the Kings; 
the funeral oration and folemn honours paid to Brutus 
as the father of liberty, and afterwards to Publicola 
in acknowledgment of his conſtant love for the re- 
- publick ; all theſe objects {till contributed to inflame 
- their zeal for liberty, and hatred of tyranny; and as 
theſe great examples excited the admiration of all 
- mankind, they inſpired them with an ardent deſire to 
imitate them. 


u Ita in duxiſſe in animum, hoſ- omnium, ut qui libertati erit in W'2iis | 
tibus potius quam regibus p:rtas illa urbe ſinis, idem urbi fit, Liv. Brutus 
patefacere: eam elle voluntatem 2. n. 15. os regn 
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7. »The ſolemn oath that the people took at the 
altars in their own name and the name of all their po- 
ſterity, that they never would, upon any pretext 
whatſoever, ſuffer the re- eſtabliſiment of the regal 
power, was in all after- ages as preſent to the people's 
minds, as if they had but lately thrown off the yoke 
of a ſevere and ſhameful ſlavery. 

This averſion cemented with ſo much blood, and 
ſupported by ſuch powerful motives, was handed down 
ſrom age to age, not only whilſt the republick ſub- 
ſiſted, but under the Empetors alſo, and could not 
be extinguiſhed but with the Empire. * The at- 
tempt of Manlius, in aſpiring to the crown, . blotted 
out the remembrance of all his great actions, and 
occaſioned his being thrown down without pity from 
the ſummit of that very rock, which he had regained 
from the hands of the enemies. Nothing haſtened 
more the death of Cæſar than the ſuſpicion he had 
raiſed that he deſigned to have himſelf declared King. 
His ſucceſſors, beſides the tribunitian power, took the 
titles of Cæſar, Auguſtus, Chief Pontiff, Proconſul, 
Emperor, Father of their Country ; but neither their 
own ambition, nor the flattery of the people ever 
preſumed to go farther, or ſpeak out plain. And 
though they were in poſſeſſion of as abſolute power 
is any King on earth; though ſome of them, as Ca- 
'gula, Nero, Domitian, Commodus, Caracalla and 
Heliogabulus, carried the abuſe of ſovereign power fo 
ar as to exerciſe the moſt cruel] tyranny; yet none 
vi them ever ventured to aſſume the diadem, as it 
was judged the mark of a title, which had ſfome- 
ung too odious in it for eight or ten centuries to 


wv Omnium primum avidum in uno homine & eximiz glerie 
do libertatis populum, ne poſt- monumentum, & pœnæ ultimæ fuit 
dodum flecti precibus aut donis ....... Ut ſciant homines quæ 
Ziis poſſet, jurejurando adegit & quanta decora fœda cupiditas 
brutus,) neminem Rome paſſu- regni, non ingrata ſolum, fed in- 
vs regnare, Liv. lib. 2. n. 1. viſa etiam reddiderit Liv, lib. 6, 
* Damnatum tribuni de ſaxo n. 20, 
irpeio dejecerunt: locuſque idem 
Tage: 
eHNadce 3 
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efface; and what is ſtrange and almoſt incredible, 
whilſt their impious religion permitted them to ſet 
up for Gods, a more reſerved policy forbad them to 
pretend to be Kings. 


CHARACTER THE SECOND. 


An exceſſive love of liberty, and a diligent application 


to extend its rights, 


'The whole body of the Roman republick conſiſted 
of two orders, which had each their particular ma- 
giſtrates, as well as their different intereſts, and were 
always oppoſite to each other. The one was called 
the Senate, and was the head and council of the 
ſtate; the other was the common people, called in 
Latin plebs or plebes, which was diſtinguiſhed from 
the nobility and the Patrician families. Theſe two 
orders joined together formed what was properly called 
the Roman people, populus Romanus; whoſe general 
aſſemblies were held either by centuries, and were 
named centuriata comitia, in which the ſenate had 
the greateſt power; or by tribes, tributa comilia, 
where the power of the people prevailed molt. 

This people, already elate from the frequent vic- 
tories and conqueſts they had gained over their neigh- 
bours, conceived {till higher ſentiments, from the 
ſhare they had in the adminiſtration, and the con- 
ceſſions the ſenate were obliged to make them in the 
times immediately following the revolution. 

Nothing was more capable of pleaſing this people, 
than the readineſs with which the conſul Publicola in 
one night cauſed his houſe to be pulled down to the 
ground, upon ſome murmurings againſt the height of 
its ſituation and the largeneſs of the building, which 
was looked on as a citadel. | 

The ſame Publicola, to remove what was moſt ter- 
rible in the conſular power, and make it more gentle 
and popular, cauſed the ax to be taken away in the 

CITY, 
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city, from the f.ſces which were carried before the 
conſul ; and when he ſhewed himſelf in an aſſembl 
of the people, he ordered that they ſhould be bowed 
down, as though he ſubmitted them to the people, 
and did homage to them for his authority. 

He farther extremely augmented the power of the 
people and their immunitics by the law, which al- 
lowed of an appeal to the people from the judgment 
of the conſuls and ſenate; by that which condemn- 
ed thoſe to death who ſhould accept any office with- 
out receiving it from the people ; by the law, which 
excuſed the poor citizens from paying taxes; and 
by that which exempted ſuch as were diſobedient 
to the conſuls from corporal puniſhment, and re- 
auced the penalty of their diſobedience to a pecuniary 
mulct. 

To advance the authority of the people ſtill far- 
ther, hè thought fit to diſcharge himſelf of the cuſtody 
and management of the pubi:ck treaſure, and prohi- 
bited any of his relations and friends from meddling 
with it. He therefore depoſited it in the temple of 
daturn, and allowing the people to chuſe two officers, 
who ſhould have the keeping of it, he gave them a 
great ſhare in the adminiſtration of the finances, 
which are the force of the ſtate, the ſtrength of the 
war, and the ſubitance of rewards. 

The people growing fond of being admitted into 
the adminiitration, were careful ever after to loſe no- 
thing of their ground; and they could not be more 
agrecably picaſed, than by having an opportunity 
given them of enlarging their rights and preroga- 
tives. 

The ſtrongeſt barrier they oppoſed to the proceed- 
ings of the ſenate and conſuls, and the firmeſt ſupport 
of their credit and liberty, was the eſtabliſhment of 


y Gratum id multitudini ſpecta factam populi quam contulis ma- 
culum fuit, ſummiſſa ſbi ene im- jeftatem vimgue majorem cile. 
peru inſignia, confeſſionemque Liv, lib. 2. n. 7. 
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the tribunes of the people, which was one of the con- 
ditions of their reconciliation with the ſenate and their 
return into the city, after their withdrawing to the 
mons ſacer. The perſon of theſe tribunes, who were 
properly creatures of the people, was declared ſacred 
and inviolable. At firſt they created two, and after- 
wards they were multiplied to the number of ten, 
The Patricians were rendered ablolutely incapable of 
this imployment; and to diſable them from influ- 
encing the election of the tribunes, it was ordered that 
all the plebeian magiſtrates ſhould be nominated in the 
aſſemblies, which were held by tribes, wherein the 
ſenators had little authority. The violence and injuſ- 
tice of the decemvirs, which occaſioned the ſecond re- 
treat of the people to the Aventine hill, gave occaſion 
alſo to ſtrengthen the tribunes with an additional pow- 
er. It was decrecd that the laws made by the people in 
the aſſemblies held by tribes ſhould obligeall the Roman 
people, and conſequently the ſenate as well as.the reit; 
d which gave the tribunes a gteat authority ; that they 
ſhould create no magiſtrate, from whom it might not 
be allowed to appeal, and that every private man ſhould 
be empowered to kill with impunity whoever ſhould 
oppoſe. this ordinance: that the perſon of the tribunes 
' ſhould be again declared more facred and inviolable 
than ever. Their power in ſhort extended very far, 
and reached even to the conſuls themſelves, whom they 
pretended they had a right to impriſon, as they pub- 
lickly declared upon an occaſion, when the ſenate had 


2 Agi deinde de concordia c poteſtatem per clientium ſuffragia 
tum, conceſſumque in conditiones, ereandi quos vellent tribunos au- 
ut plebi ſui magiſtratus eſſent ſa- ferret, Ibid, n. 56. 
croſancti, quibus auxilii latiò ad- b Qua lege tribunitiis rogationi- 
verſus conſules eſſet, neve cui pa- bus telum acerrimum datum eſt. 
trum capere eum magiſtratum lice- Liv. I. 3. n. 55, 
ret. Liv. lib. 2. n. 33. c Pro collegio pronuntiant, pla- 

a Volero tribunus plebis, roga- cere conſules ſenatui dio audien- 
tionem tulit ad populum, ut ple- tes eſſe: ũ adverſus conſenſum 
beii magiſtratus tribut's comitiis fi- ampliſſimi ordinis ultra tendan', 
erent. Haug parva res, ſub titu- in vincula ſe duci eos juſſuros, 
lo prima ſpecie minime atroci fe- Liv. lib, 4. n. 26. 

tebatur; ſed que patriciis omnem 


recourſe 
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recourſe to theit authority to reduce the conſuls to 
their duty, who refuſed to obey them. 
After the people had thus confirmed their authority, 
they ſtill went on to form new projects, which the 
tribunes, out of zeal or complaiſance, did not fail to 
ſecond with great warmth. They ſpared no pains to 
open to themſelves the way to all poſts of dignity, and 
eſpecially the conſulſhip, which was the firſt office of 
the ſtate, in which the greateſt part of the publick au- 
thority reſided, and which was reſerved for the patricians 
alone. After long and hot diſputes, at laſt they ob- 
tained it, and upon the occaſion of a ſlight adventure. 
beg leave here to tell the ſtory, as it is one of the 
moſt beautiful and moſt natural to be found in Livy. 


Fabius Ambuſtus had married his eldeſt daughter 
to Serv. Sulpicius a patrician, and the younger to a 
voung plebeian, named Licinius Stolo. One day, as the 
latter was viſiting her elder ſiſter, and they were talk- 
ing together, Sulpicius, who was then tribune of the 
ſoldiers with conſular power, coming home, the lictor 
{truck the door with the rod he carried in his hand, 
— to cuſtom, and made a great noiſe. The 


younger 


aughter, who was unacquainted with the cuſ- 


tom, having expreſſed ſome fright upon the occaſion, 


d M. Fabii Ambuſti, potentis 
viri, filiæ duæ nuptæ, Ser. Sulpi- 
cio major, minor C. Licinio Sto- 
loni erat. Forte ita incidit, 
ut in Ser, Sulpicii tribuni militum 
domo ſorores Fabiæ, cùm inter ſe 
(ut fit) ſermonibus tempus tere- 
rent, lictor Sulpicii, cum is de fo- 
ro ſe domum reciperet, forem 
(ut mos 6ſt) virgi percuteret, Cum 
ad id, moris ejus inſueta, expa- 
viſſet miner Fabia, riſui ſorori fu - 
it, mirante ignorare id ſorerem. 
Ceternm is riſus ſtimulos parvis 
mobili rebus animo muliebri ſub- 
litit ; frequentia quoque proſe- 
quentium rogantinmque numquid 
vJler, credo fortunatum matri - 
monium ei ſororis viſum; ſujque 


Vol. III. 


ipſam malo arbitrio, quo à proxi- 
mis quiſque minime anteiri vult, 
penitvitle, Confuſam eam ex re- 
centi morſu animi cam pater fer- 
te vidiſſet, percunctatus ſatin ſol- 
Va, avertentem doloris cauſam 
(quippe nec ſatis piam adverſus ſo- 
rorem, nec admodum in virum 
honorificam) elicuit, comiter ſciſ- 
citando, ut fateretur eam eſſe cau- 
ſam doloris, quod juncta impari 
eſſet, nupta in domo, quam nec 
honos nec gratia intrare poſſet. 
Conſolans inde filiam Ambuſtus, 
bonum animum habere jufſit : eoſ- 
dem propediem domi viſuram ho- 


nores, quos apud fororem viderat. 


1. 15 . lib. 6. Ns 34» 
P her 
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her elder ſiſter laughed at her ſimplicity, and wondered 
ſhe did not know what it meant. As the ſmalleſt trifies 
often make an impreſſion upon the ſex, the younger 
Fabia was higher offzaded at the mirth of her ſiſter. 
The multitude of followers, who attended the militar; 

tribune, and expected his orders, without doubt made 
her conſider the fortune of her elder ſiſter as far ſupe- 
rior to her own; and a ſecret jealouſy, which is apt to 
occaſion an uncaſineſs at ſceing our relations in a ſtati- 
on above us, ms de her repent of being married as {ne 
Was. V hilſt this uneaſineſs hung upon her, her fa— 
ther coming in and ding her very ſorrowful, deſired 
to know the reaſon. But as ſhe could not diſcover i it, 

without ſeeming to want friendſhip for her ſiſter, and 
reſpect for her huſband, ſhe declined telling him for 
ſome time. Fabius at laſt, by kind exprefſions and 
careſſes, drew the ſecret from her, and ſhe ingenuouſ- 

ly owned that the cauſe of her grief was the being 
married into a family, which was incapable of any 
poſt of honour or authority. Her father comforted 
her, and bade her nct be uneaſy, for ſhe ſhould ſoon 
ſee the ſame dignity in her family, as made her think 
her ſiſter ſo happy. From that moment therefore he 
laboured to effect it, in conjunction with his ſon- in-law 


Licinius. Having aſſociated L. Sextius in their de- 
ſign, a young man of an enterprizing genius, who 


wanted nothing but th: rank of patrician toentitle him 
to he higheſt dignities of the ſtate, they ſeized upon 
the favourable opportunity which the preſent conjunc- 
ture afforded them, and after ſeveral diſputes with the 
patricians, they at laſt forced them to admit the ple- 
beians to the conſulſhip. L. Sextius was the firſt 
man upon whom this honour was conferred. 

After this victory, nothing remained inacceſſible to 
the people. The offices of prætor, and cenſor, and 
even the dictatorſhip and prieſthood, were all offered 
and granted them, © the ſenate rightly judging, that 


e Senatu, cùm in ſummis im- in pretui tendente. Liv. Lib. S. 
periis id noa obtiguiilet mints n. 15. 
after 


21 
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after they had been reduced to grant them the conſul- 
ſh p, it would be to no purpoſe to diſpute any thing 
elſe with them. And thus the people, who were lit- 
tle leſs than ſlaves under the Kings, and clients with- 
out power under the patricians, became by degrees 


equal to their patrons, and their aſſociates in all the 


honours and employments of the commonwealth, 


CHARACTER THE THIRD. 


The reciprocal moderation of the ſenate and ferple in their 


- diſputes. 


The diſputes between the people and ſenate con- 
cerning publick employments continued very long, 
and were carried on with ſuch a warinth and vigour, 
as made them ſeem impoſſible to be terminated but by 
the ruin of one of the parties. The tribunes of the 
people, who were uſually very hot and paſſionate, per- 
petually animated the multitude by bitter invectives 
againſt the conſuis and ſenate. Upon the affair ot᷑ 
prohibiting marriages between the patricians and the 
people, „Do you not ſee, faid they, in what con- 
*« tempt you live? They would take from you, if they 
could, a part of the very light of heaven. They 
* are in pain that you breathe the ſame air with them, 
that you talk the ſame language, and have the ſame 
* figure of men, as they have. Can any thing be 
more inſulting and diſgraceful, than to declare one 
part of the city unworthy of being allied to the pa- 
e tricians, as though they were polluted and impure? 
And as to dignities, has the republick any cauſe to 
© be diflatisfied with the ſervice of the plebians in all 
de the offices confided to them? There is now nothing 
„wanting to them but the conſulſhip. And in that 
& for the future they ought to believe their ſafe 
* and liberty conſiſt; nor till they have obtained it, 
can they hold themſelves really free, or that they 


P 2 « have 


s 
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have actually thrown off the yoke of ſervitude and 
« ranny 1.9 

The ſemators were ſometimes no leſs tranſported 
with violence and paſſion. 5 Whatever was granted 
to thepeople in confirmation of their liberty was look- 
ed upon as ſo much Joſt to them. * And though 
they owned that the younger part of their body were 
frequently too warm and zealous, yet if one fide or 
other was to go beyond the bounds of decency, they 
rather choſe to ſee the matter puſhed too far on the fide 
of their faction, than on that of their adverſaries ; ſo 
difficult it is, ſays Livy, in diſputes of this nature, 
where a perfect equality is pretended to be obſerved 
between the two parties, to keep the balance in ſo juſt 
an equilibrium as not to ineline to one ſide more than 
the other; every one inſenſibly endeavouring to raiſe 
himſelf in order to depreſs his adverſary, and to make 
himſelf formidable, that he may be under no appre- 
henſton from him, as if there was no medium be- 
twixt doing and receiving an injury. 

i it muſt be owned however to the glory of the Ro- 


f Ecquid ſentitis in quanto con- 
emtu vivatis? Lucis vobis hujus 
partem, fi liceat, adimant, Quòd 
ſpiratis, quod vocem mittitis, 
quod formas hominum habetis, 
indignai.*.r, — An eſſe 
ulla major gut inſignior contume- 
Jia poteſt, quam partem civitatis, 
velut contaminatam, indignam 
connubio haberi? Liv, lib. 4. n. 


4 

Nulliue eorum ! qui ex plebe cre- 
ati ſint tribuni militum) populum 
Romanum penituiſſe. Conſula— 
tum ſupereſſe plebeiis. Eam «fe 
arcem libertatis, xd columen. Si 
eo perventum fit, tum populum 
Romanum vere exactos ex utbe 
reges, & flabilem libertatem ſuam 
exiſtimaturum. Liv. lib, 6. n. 37. 

t Quicquid liberiati plebis cave 
retur, id patres decedere ſuis opi- 
dus credabant, Liv. Ib. 3. p. 55 


h Seniores patrum, ut nimis fe- 
roees ſuos credere juvenes eſſe, 
ita malle, 6 modus cæcedendus eſ- 
ſet, ſuis quam adverſaiis ſupereſ- 
ſe animos. Adeò moderatio tu- 
endz libertatis, dum æquari velle 
ſimulando ita ſe quiſque extollir, 
vt deprimat alium, in difficili eſt; 
cavendoque ne metuant homines, 
metuendos ultrò ſe efficiunt; & 
injuriam A nobis repulſam, tan- 
quam aut facere aut pati neceile 
fit, injungimus aliis. Liv. b. 3. 
n. 65. 

i Kternas eſſe opes Romanay, 


nĩſi inter ſemet ipſi ſeditionibus ſæ- 


vient. Id unum venenum, eam 
labem civitstibus opulentis reper- 
tum, ut magna imperia mortalia 
eſſent. Diu ſuſtentatum id ma- 
lum, partim patrum conſiliis, par- 
tim patientia plebis, Liv. lib. 2. 
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man people, that this diſpoſition, which ſeemed rea- 
dy to have recourſe to the laſt extremities, and break 
out into bloody ſeditions, the uſual ſource and cauſe 
of the ruin of great empires, was long reſtrained and 
in a manner ſuſpended, partly by the wiſdom of the 
ſenators, and partly by the patience of the people; 
and for above ſix hundred years, as we have already 
obſerved, theſe domeſtick diſputes never degenerated 
into civil wars. 

There were always grave and diſcreet men in the 
ſenate, zealous for the publick good ł, and alike avoid- 
ing the two oppoſite extremes, either of betraying the 
intereſt of the ſenate to gain the favour of the people, 
or of irritating and provoking the people by declaring 
too warmly for the ſenate, who managed ſo as to induce 
both parties to a reconciliation, and by prudent con- 
deſcenſions to prevent the fatal conſequences, which 
too obſtinate a reſiſtance muſt have inevitably induced. 

They repreſented to their conſuls when too hot and 
violent, as Appius was, that they ſhould not attempt to 
carry the conſular power beyond the juſt bounds, which 
the common benefit of peace and concord required; 
that whilſt the tribunes and the conſuls were engaged 
in drawing over all they could to their ſeparate inte- 
reſts, the republick torn and divided was reduced to 
a languiſhing condition, both parties being more in- 
tent upon ruling than preſerving it. ® They repre- 
ſented alſo to the tribunes, that it would be neither 
glorious nor advantageous to them to found and en- 


k Altos conſules, ut per prodi- ad ſe quiſque omnia trahant, nihil 
tionem dignitatis patrum plebi a- relictum eſſe virium in medio; diſ- 


dulatos, aut acerbè tuendo jura 
ordinis, aſperiorem domando mul- 
titudinem feeiſſe; T. Quintium 
orationem memorem majeſtatis 
patrum concordizque ordinum ha- 
buiſſe, Liv, lib, 3. n. 69. 

! Ab Appio petitur, ut tantam 
conſularem majeſtatem eſſet vellet, 
quanta in concordi civitate eſſe 
kollet. Dum tribuni conſulſeque 


tractam laceratamque rempublicam 
magis quorum in manu, ſit, quàm ut 
incolumis fit, quæri. Liv. lib. z. n. 57. 

m Ne ita mnia tribuni poteſ- 
tatis ſuæ impletent, ut nullum 
publicum conſilium ſinerent eſſe. 
Ita demum liberam civitatem fo- 
re, ita æquatas leges, fi ſua qui ſque 
jura ordo, ſuam majeſtatem tene- 
at, Liv, lib, J» N. 63. 


1 large 


—— —Loůẽ ͥ́ —— — 


%.. 
— 


d 
©, EF [1 ” 
SS N 


318 f Profane Hiltery. 


large their authority upon the ruin of the ſenate, which 


was the publick council; and that the only mean 
to eſtabliſh the liberty of Rome, to ſupport an equa- 


lity among the citizens, was to maintain each order 


of the ſtate in its juſt rights and privileges. 
The peop'e on their ſide ſhewed ſometimes a ſur- 


prizing temper and moderation, and behaved with a 


generoſity one would ſcarce think a multitude capable 
of; as maybe ſeen. the following inſtance of an aſ- 


ſembly, where they Jppeared at firſt more ðAſperated 


than ever. The people ſeemed reſolved not to take up 
arms againit the enemy, who were then in the field, 


unleſs they were admitted to have a ſhare in the go- 
vernment. The ſenate finding they muſt either ſub- 


mit to the people or the enemy, after having given up 


the buſineſs of marriages to no purpoſe, fangen it re- 


quiſite to do the ſame in regard to the publick employ- 


ments; and having propoſed to nominate military tri- 


bunes inſtead of conſuls, they conſented that the ple- 
beians ſhould be admitted to that employment. * The 
event proved, that after the heat and fire of the diſ- 
pute was over, and they were calm enough to judge 
of matters as they ought, that the people were quite 
different from what they were whilit it ſubſiſted. 
For ſatisfied with the conde ſcenſion of the ſenate, they 
nominated none but patricians to be military tribunes, 
with a moderation, ſays Livy, an equity, and great- 
neſs of foul, ſeldom found even in one man. Han 
modeſtiam, equitatemgue, & altitudinem animi, ub 
nunc in uno inveneris, gue tunc populi univerſi fuit © 


= Eventus eorum comitiorum ſecundum depoſita certamina in- 
docuit, alios animos in contenti- corrupto judicio eſſe. Liv. lib. 4. 


zone libertatis dignitatiſque, altos n. 6. 
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